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COW TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 442(JUD) am

"An Act relating to the wvalidity of advance health care
directives, individual health care instructions, and do not
resuscitate orders; relating to the revocation of advance health
care directives; relating to do not resuscitate orders; relating

to resuscitative nmeasures; relating to the liability and
di scipline of health care providers, i nstitutions, and
facilities; relating to proceedings for judicial relief;

relating to an individual's capacity for mnmaking health care
deci sions; and providing for an effective date."
MOVED CSHB 442(JUD) am OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BILL NO 287
"An Act establishing a higher education savings program for
eligible persons who were placed in foster care by the state;
and providing for confidentiality of identifying information of
a beneficiary under the program?”

HEARD AND HELD

CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 393( HES)
"An Act requiring that <certain health care insurance plans
provi de coverage for the costs of colorectal cancer screening
exam nations and |aboratory tests; and providing for an
effective date.”

MOVED SCS CSHB 393(HES) OUT OF COW TTEE
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SENATE BI LL NO. 281
"An Act relating to interdistrict operation of public schools;
relating to enrollnment of students by school districts and
regi onal educational attendance areas; and relating to charter
school s and correspondence prograns."”

SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 442

SHORT TITLE: HEALTH CARE DECI SI ONS
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) WEYHRAUCH

02/ 10/ 06 (H) READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 10/ 06 (H HES, JUD

02/ 21/ 06 (H HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 21/ 06 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

02/ 23/ 06 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 23/ 06 (H) Heard & Hel d

02/ 23/ 06 (H) M NUTE( HES)

02/ 28/ 06 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 28/ 06 (H) Moved CSHB 442(HES) Qut of Committee

02/ 28/ 06 (H M NUTE( HES)

03/ 03/ 06 (H HES RPT CS(HES) NT 4DP 1NR

03/ 03/ 06 (H) DP: SEATON, GARDNER, KOHRI NG W LSON

03/ 03/ 06 (H NR: Cl SSNA

03/ 24/ 06 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 24/ 06 (H) Schedul ed But Not Heard

03/ 27/ 06 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 27/ 06 (H Moved CSHB 442(JUD) Qut of Conmmittee

03/ 27/ 06 (H) M NUTE( JUD)

03/ 29/ 06 (H JUD RPT CS(JUD) NT 5DP

03/ 29/ 06 (H) DP: GARA, COGHILL, GRUENBERG KOIT,
MCGUI RE

04/ 10/ 06 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 10/ 06 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 442(JUD) AM

04/ 12/ 06 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

04/ 12/ 06 (S) HES, JUD

04/ 21/ 06 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 21/ 06 (S -- Meeting Cancel ed --

04/ 24/ 06 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 24/ 06 (S POSTSECONDARY TUI TI ON FOR FOSTER
CHI LDREN

04/ 25/ 06 (S) JUD AT 8: 30 AM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 25/ 06 (S Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 28/ 06 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
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BILL: SB 287
SHORT TI TLE: POSTSECONDARY TUI TI ON FOR FOSTER CHI LDREN
SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) ELLIS

02/ 13/ 06 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
02/ 13/ 06 (S) HES, FIN

04/ 21/ 06 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 21/ 06 (S) -- Meeting Canceled --

04/ 24/ 06 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 24/ 06 (S Bills Previously Heard/ Schedul ed
04/ 28/ 06 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
BILL: HB 393

SHORT TITLE: | NSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENI NG
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) ANDERSON

01/ 25/ 06 (H) READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

01/ 25/ 06 (H) L&C, HES

02/ 03/ 06 (H L&C AT 4:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

02/ 03/ 06 (H) -- Meeting Cancel ed --

02/ 06/ 06 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TCL 17

02/ 06/ 06 (H) Moved CSHB 393(L&C) Qut of Committee

02/ 06/ 06 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

02/ 08/ 06 (H) L&C RPT CS(L&C) 5DP 1NR 1AM

02/ 08/ 06 (H DP: CRAWFCORD, LYNN, LEDOUX, GUTTENBERG,
ANDERSQN;

02/ 08/ 06 (H) NR: KOTT;

02/ 08/ 06 (H) AM RCKEBERG

02/ 14/ 06 (H) HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 14/ 06 (H) Moved CSHB 393(HES) Qut of Conmittee

02/ 14/ 06 (H M NUTE( HES)

02/ 17/ 06 (H) HES RPT CS(HES) 6DP

02/ 17/ 06 (H DP: GARDNER, ClISSNA, ANDERSQN, GATTQO,
SEATON, W LSON

02/ 22/ 06 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

02/ 22/ 06 (H) VERSI ON:  CSHB 393( HES)

02/ 23/ 06 (S) READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 23/ 06 (S) L&C, HES

03/ 09/ 06 (S L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

03/ 09/ 06 (S) Heard & Hel d

03/ 09/ 06 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 04/ 06 (S L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 04/ 06 (S) Moved CSHB 393(HES) Qut of Conmittee

04/ 04/ 06 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 05/ 06 (S) L&C RPT 5DP

04/ 05/ 06 (S) DP: BUNDE, DAVI S, ELLI'S, SEEKI NS,
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04/ 26/ 06 (S) HES AT 1:30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
04/ 26/ 06 (S) Heard & Hel d
04/ 26/ 06 (S) M NUTE( HES)
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Eric Jenkins, Attorney at Law
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Anchorage AK 99501- 3468

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 442.

Senator Johnny Ellis

State Capitol Bl dg.

Juneau AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 287.

Gabriel Aceves, Legislative Aide
Staff to Senator Johnny Ellis

State Capitol BIdg.

Juneau AK 99801

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of SB 287.

Julie Mrris, Counci

O fice of Faith-Based and Comunity Initiatives
Departnent of Health & Social Services

PO Box 110601

Juneau AK 99801- 0601

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 287.

M ke Lesmann, Comrunity Rel ati ons Manager
Depart nent of Health and Social Services
Ofice of Children’s Services

130 Seward Street, Room 406

P. O Box 110630

Juneau AK 99811-0630

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 287.

Chi p V\aggoner, Executive Director
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Al aska Conference of Catholic Bishops
Ar chdi ocese of Anchorage

Anchor age AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 287.

Janmes F. Lynch

Associ ate Vice President for Finance
Uni versity of Al aska Fairbanks

P. 0. Box 757500

Fai r banks, AK 99775

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 287

Amanda Metivier, Student
University of Al aska Anchorage
PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported SB 287

Em |y Nenon

Al aska Governnent Rel ations Director
Anmeri can Cancer Society

1057 WFireweed Lane # 204

Anchorage AK 99503- 1760

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported CSHB 393.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR FRED DYSON called the Senate Health, Education and Socia
Services Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 1:34:39 PM
Present were Senators Gary WIken, Donny dson, Kim Elton and
Chair Fred Dyson. Senator Lyda Geen joined the neeting in
pr ogr ess.

"thb442
CSHB 442(JUD) am - HEALTH CARE DECI SI ONS

CHAIR DYSON announced CSHB 442(JUD) am to be up for
consi derati on.

1: 35:17 PM

JACQUELI NE TUPQU, Staff to Representative Bruce Wyhrauch
Al aska State Legislature, presented the sponsor statenent. She
said that this narrowmy crafted cleanup bill is sinply for
l[tability relating to people who carry out Advance Health Care
Directives, and that the sponsor does not want to open the whole
i Ssue agai n.

M5. TUPQU expl ained that the bill anmends the legal standard to
whi ch doctors are held, from "reasonable"” to “good-faith”. It
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also allows doctors to correct their own mn stakes when people
have an Advance Health Care Directive. For exanple, if a patient
with cancer had a Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) directive but broke
his hip and required surgery under anesthesia, the doctor could
revive himif necessary due to a problem resulting from nedica

error during that procedure. Furthernore, doctors honoring
Advance Health Care Directives would not be subject to civil
liability if, for instance, relatives disagreed with a decision

Ms. Tupou enphasized the inportance of having the w shes of
peopl e who have an Advance Health Care Directive carried out by
their famlies and | oved ones.

1: 37:57 PM
CHAI R DYSON asked whether there had been any opposition to the
bill.

M5. TUPOQU answered that there was mnor opposition anong
attorneys about provi di ng i ndemi ty, but Representati ve
Weyhrauch, a forner president of the Al aska Bar Association, was
famliar with that, and decided that was the best policy.

SENATOR GREEN arrived at 1:38:22 PM

1:38:28 PM
SENATOR OLSON asked whet her the nedical community had offered an
opinion on the bill.

M5. TUPQU replied that physicians brought this issue forward and
added that Eric Jenkins Esg. was avail able via tel econference to
answer questions for the Alaska State Medical Association and
t he “physicians and anest hesi ol ogi sts groups.”

1:39:09 PM

ERIC JENKINS, Attorney-at-Law, Davis Wight Tremaine LLP, said
that he was representing Providence Anchorage Anesthesia Medi cal
Group, and confirmed that his association is very nuch in favor
of this bill.

SENATOR (OLSON asked why the term “attending physician” was
repl aced by the term “physician”.

M5. TUPQU replied that, as she wunderstands it, the term
“attendi ng physician” is passé, since nunmerous doctors mght see
a patient once he is admtted to a hospital. The sponsor wanted
to clarify that any physician attending a patient would honor
hi s Advance Health Care Directives.
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1:41: 34 PM

SENATOR W LKEN noved to report CSHB 442(JUD) am from conmittee
with individual recomendations and no fiscal note. Wthout
obj ection, CSHB 442(JUD) am was reported from the Senate Health,
Educati on and Social Services Standing Comm ttee.

#

"#sb287
1:41:59 PM
SB 287- POSTSECONDARY TUI TI ON FOR FOSTER CHI LDREN

CHAI R DYSON announced SB 287 to be up for consideration.

SENATOR JOHNNY ELLI'S, sponsor, presented the bill. He said that
in any given year there are approxinmately 1500 children in somne
form of foster care in the state due to abuse or neglect in
their hones. O that nunber, approximtely 300 are 16, 17, and
18 year olds who are aging out of the foster care system and
that the state offers very little, if any, support for these
individuals. He said that SB 287 proposes using existing
agencies and establishing a statute that would all ow cooperation
anong state agencies, the University of Alaska (UA), the Ofice
of Children’s Services (0OCS), and the Ofice of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives (OFBCl), to establish education savings
accounts for these children.

SENATOR ELLIS said that the University of Al aska 529 college
savi ngs accounts are managed by T. Rowe Price and are said by
experts to be anong the finest educational savings prograns in
the nation. He remarked that the 529 savings accounts are a
great tool for getting these children off to a good start.

He enphasized that the proposed arrangenent would require
nothing nore than a statute and cooperation anong existing state
agencies and would not require the establishnment of a new
program or new gover nnent fundi ng.

1:46: 03 PM
CHAIR DYSON noved to adopt SB 287 Version F, as the working
docunent, and objected for the purpose of discussion.

1:46: 18 PM
CHAI R DYSON asked whether people are permtted to establish the
schol arship funds for foster children at the present tine.

GABRI EL ACEVES, staff to Senator Johnny Ellis, replied that the
University of Al aska College Savings Plan accepts donations to
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open 529 accounts. However, the state does not have a programto
advertise the opportunity for a friend or relation of the
beneficiary to nake donati ons.

1:47:23 PM

SENATOR ELLIS remarked that currently, soneone interested in
maki ng such a donation would have no way of knowing who the
foster children are, due to privacy and protection issues. He
said that is why it is necessary to establish cooperation
between the University, OCS, which knows the identities of the
foster children, and OFBCI, which would be responsible for
pronoting the idea.

1:48: 02 PM

JULIE MORRIS, from the Ofice of Faith-Based and Comunity
Initiatives, asked M ke Lesmann, Community Rel ati ons Manager for
the Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS), Ofice of
Children’s Services, to join her before the commttee.

1: 48: 42 PM
M KE LESMANN, i ntroduced hinself.

1:48: 54 PM

M5. MORRIS said that she is excited about this bill because she
sees the OFBCI as the vehicle to target foster children who have
aged out of the system at 18 and night otherwise end up
homel ess, with nothing, and nowhere to go.

She said that the bill would allow the OFBCI to target non-
profits, comunity and faith-based organizations that would
donate to these progranms so that, working together with the the
OCS, they could create a program that is not an entitlenent
program She added that there are a |lot of people who want to
contribute to foster care children but have no way to do it.

1: 50: 35 PM
CHAI R DYSON asked what prevents the OFBCI from doing this now.

M5. MORRIS replied that the office, which has only three
enpl oyees, is heavily burdened by the current denands of that
office. She added that it has a tremendous need for technical
assistance and for assistance applying for grants since nmany
non-profits and faith-based organizations do not know how to
partner with government.

She said that partnering with the OCS nmakes sense because the
privacy |laws governing foster children and children in state

SENATE HES COW TTEE - 8- April 28, 2006



custody are very strict and, through their partnership, OFBC
could maintain that confidentiality and still provide a service
to these kids.

1:52:23 PM

CHAIR DYSON said that his question was “Wat keeps you from
doing it?” and part of her answer was that OFBCI does not have
the manpower. He remarked that he does not see how this bill
woul d change that.

M5. MORRIS replied that their office has only been in existence
for a year and is still trying to establish itself. She said
t hat about $275,000 was cut from the House and that nobney was
needed to put an office together and hire a program officer to
work wi th OCS.

1:53: 31 PM
SENATOR CGREEN asked why there is no fiscal note.

CHAIR DYSON said that he is not clear on that.

1: 53: 50 PM

MR. LESMANN said that the Ofice of Children's Services is also
excited about this program and supports SB 287. He said that it
has two suggestions for consideration. First, adding an age
requi renent to focus on youth who have been in custody on or
after age 16. The existing |language states that “eligibility for
the program is contingent on having been placed in foster care
for not less than two years”, so a child who was in foster care,
for exanple, fromage one to age three, would be eligible.

Second, the OCS understands that the sponsors do not intend to
restrict eligibility for children who have been placed with a

relative who may not be a licensed foster parent or in a
residential treatnent facility, but |anguage on page 2, line 14
tal ks about the “child who has been placed in a foster hone”. It

would recomrend replacing “a foster honme” wth “out-of-hone
care”, so that it is clear that the |anguage applies to any
child who was taken into state custody and placed outside of his
or her own hone.

1:55:48 PM
CHAI R DYSON asked hi m how | ong he has been with the departnent.

MR. LESMANN replied that he had been with the OCS since May 20,
2000.
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CHAIR DYSON recalled working with Karen Perdue, the previous
commi ssioner, on other things for kids who are "aging out” and
said he believed that one of them addressed postsecondary
education. He asked if he had any know edge of that.

MR. LESMANN responded that OCS has a program called the
Educati on and Traini ng Voucher Program (Al aska ETV Progran) that
began in 2001 when the federal governnent passed the Federal
Chaffee Foster Care |ndependence Act. It set wup noney for
post secondary education for children in the foster care system
Students can receive up to $5,000 per year for academ c expenses
through it. Also, the University offers up to five Foster Youth
Tuition Wiiver Scholarships per year. The OCS has a program
coor di nat or in the deputy commssioner’s office who is
responsi ble for an independent living program and, in each of 4
regions in the state, they have a dedicated caseworker who is
assigned to each of the children aging out of foster care.

1:58: 11 PM
CHAI R DYSON asked if he could provide docunmentation to explain
t hose prograns.

MR. LESMANN replied that he woul d be happy to do so.

CHAI R DYSON asked what keeps the things that Senator Ellis is
tal king about in SB 287 from happeni ng now.

MR. LESMANN answered he is not sure how to answer that question,
because he doesn’t understand the University' s current program
The O fice of Faith-Based and Conmmunity Initiatives, because it
is part of DHSS, as is OCS, has no confidentiality issues within
the departnment. The OCS obviously knows who the kids are and who
m ght be appropriate for a savings account, but the procedures
are not set up and they are not referenced in state | aw

1:59: 46 PM

SENATOR ELTON said that it seens inportant to include younger
children because foster parents and out-of-hone care providers
often form attachnments wth a foster child and nmy be
particularly interested in providing for the education of that
chi |l d.

MR. LESMANN replied that it is probably a public policy call and
the OCS' s recomendation is based on criteria from the Chaffee
Foster Care Independence Act, which established that the child
must have been in custody on or after his 16'" birthday to be
eligible for the Education and Training Voucher Program He
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asked the comrittee to consider a young child who has been in
state custody and placed outside his hone from age one to age
three, and who is then reunited with his parents and dism ssed
from state custody. The OCS would have to track that child for
t he next 15 years, until he becanme eligible for the benefit.

2:02:17 PM

CHAI R DYSON remarked that the Senate passed HB 408 yesterday or
the day before, which cleaned up a lot of child-related issues.
One section of that bill stipulated that the permanent fund
dividend (PFD) belonging to a child in out-of-hone placenent
must be held in an interest-bearing trust or escrow account
until the child is adopted. He asked how the OCS anticipates
di sbursing PFD funds and accunul ated interest to the 18-year-old
who is just getting out of state custody.

MR. LESMANN replied that a nunber of scenarios nust be

considered. If a child were released from state custody and
reunited with his parents before the age of 18, the PFD trust
account would be released to the biological parents. |If

reunification with the biological parents was not possible and a
| egal guardian was nanmed, HB 408 stipulated that the trust
account would remain protected until the child reached 18 and
woul d then be released to the child.

CHAI R DYSON asked how the funds would be rel eased to the child.

MR. LESMANN responded that if the child was no longer in state
custody and no caseworker or independent living specialist had
been assigned, there would be little or no further oversight.

CHAIR DYSON said he appreciates that for npbst purposes this
state considers an 18-year-old an emancipated adult, but he
wondered under what circunstances the state would offer
additional services to a child after age 18. He said that his
understanding was that, unless he were of dimnished capacity,
the state would offer a child additional services only if he
specifically asked for them

MR. LESMANN confirnmed that understandi ng.
2:06: 08 PM

CHAI R DYSON asked whether there are any limts on the federa
noney that M. Lesmann nentioned earlier in his testinony.
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MR. LESMANN responded that the federal governnent gave OCS
$176,000 during the past year for the Alaska ETV Program a
little less than during the prior year.

CHAI R DYSON cal cul ated that OCS could give $6,000 to 28 kids or
$3,000 to 50 kids and asked how many children are actually aging
out each year with no guardian, no reunification w th biol ogical
parents, and no adopti on.

MR. LESMANN responded that he doesn’t have that number; he knows
how many children age out each year based on age range, but not
in terms of status and a permanency pl an.

M5. MORRI S showed M. Lesmann the sponsor statenent.

MR. LESMANN said that the sponsor statenent indicates that
nearly 500 children in state custody age out each year with no
per manency pl an.

CHAIR DYSON said that he questions that nunber, but does not
have the information. He asked M. Lesmann if he could stay to
answer questions later in the neeting.

MR. LESMANN sai d yes.

2:07: 58 PM

CH P WAGGONER, Executive Director, Al aska Conference of Catholic
Bi shops, the public policy arm of the Roman Catholic Church in
Al aska, comended Senator Ellis for his innovative idea to
assist foster children who want to attend postsecondary
education and thanked nenbers of the commttee who have been
involved wth foster <care issues both professionally and
personally. M. Waggoner pointed out that children need many
things: love, an adult who cares for them continuity and
certainty, which provide a sense of security. He related the
story of a foster child who was assigned to a group hone and had
the opportunity to get into a better academ c environnment
t hrough the assistance of a caring adult. He said that this bill
woul d allow other foster children to have the sanme opportunity
by bringing the issue forward to people who are in a financial
position to donate. Also, this bill would nmake it clear that the
OCS could share information with the University to ensure that
the program gets inplenmented. He stressed his support for the
bill and urged the commttee to push it through.

2:12: 09 PM
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CHAIR DYSON said that nothing precludes M. Waggoner and the
Archdi ocese from setting up scholarships now and mneking them
avai l abl e to kids who are agi ng out.

MR. WAGGONER responded that is probably correct, but that the
Al aska Conference of Catholic Bishops didn't know about it and
he doubted that nenbers of his church knew about it. He said
that the instruction to "identify donors and beneficiaries” is
i nportant, because it would allow the OFBCI to put it on its
websi t e.

CHAI R DYSON asked M. Waggoner whose website he had referred to.

MR. WAGGONER responded that the Ofice of Faith-Based and
Community Initiatives, OCS, University of Alaska, and the Al aska
Conference of Catholic Bishops could put it on their websites.

CHAI R DYSON said he does not nean to argue, but he is not aware
of anything that prevents any of those groups from doing that
now.

2:13:34 PM

JAMES F. LYNCH, Associate Vice President for Finance, University
of Al aska, Fairbanks, testified by teleconference in favor of SB
287. He was the drafter of the original college-savings program
for the University in 1991, and of the current college savings
program the goal of which is to create access to continuing
education, and to change the mndset of children and parents
from "if | go to college" to "when | go to college.” He said
that the University of Alaska contributes five four-year
schol arshi ps every year through the federal program

2:16:19 PM

He said that, as a result of the permanent fund dividend and
pronotion of the <college savings program approximately 56
percent of their participants cone from famlies wth annual
household incomes of I|ess than $52,000. A simlar national
program shows only 17 percent of participants wth annual
househol d i ncones of |ess than $52, 000.

MR. LYNCH said that the college savings program has a provision
for state agencies and non-profits to open and maintain accounts
for beneficiaries and has special provisions for un-named
accounts on which the opening agency is the owner; but he thinks
it is desirable to have a program structured specifically to
neet the goals of OCS with regard to foster children. He also
pointed out that this type of programis long-termand it may be
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20 or nore years before the noney is taken out and used for
education, so it is inportant that the program be adm nistered
by an organization or agency that is going to be around that
long. A non-profit <could admnister the program but its
objectives may not be the same as the OCS, and there is less
assurance that it will be in existence |ong enough to serve the
participants. He views this program as a fairly |owcost tool
the departnent can use to neet its objectives.

2:19:49 PM

MR. LYNCH said the wuniversity manages 176,000 college savings
accounts, so it is inportant, administratively, not to have a
subgroup of accounts with special rules.

2:21:29 PM
He said that very little information would be needed regarding
t he beneficiaries.

MR. LYNCH requested a change on page 1, Section 1, AS
47.05.400(a)(2) which reads, “create a nechanism for the
University of Alaska to establish and nmintain accounts”. He
said it should read, "create a nmechanism for the departnment to
establish and maintain accounts".

2:22:31 PM
CHAI R DYSON said that there are two places in the bill where it
adds | anguage about confidentiality: page 4, line 5..

MR. LYNCH replied that the college savings prograns are exenpt
from the Public Records Act and that those records are
mai nt ai ned on a confidential basis.

CHAI R DYSON asked if state code needed anendi ng to nmake what the
commttee is trying to do happen.

MR. LYNCH replied no, that the records wll be confidential
however the OCS mi ght need authorization to give the University
t he nanes.

2:23: 31 PM

SENATOR WLKEN comented that M. Lynch crafted the 1991
legislation that created the college savings plan and hel ped
Senator Tim Kelly in 1998 to reauthorize and expand it. It was
recently recogni zed by either Financial Wrld or the Wall Street
Journal as the best in the nation. He commended M. Lynch for
his work and thanked himfor his effort.
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CHAI R DYSON asked M. Lynch if, in his opinion, this legislation
is necessary to enable private donations to foster children

MR. LYNCH replied that it would be extrenely hel pful.

2:25:03 PM
CHAI R DYSON asked M. Lesmann to convince the commttee that his
departnment can handle the coordination and maintenance of
records for this program wth existing manpower and w thout
addi tional expense, in order to deal with the matter without a
fiscal note.

MR. LESMANN said that he would not try to persuade the committee
in that regard. He admtted that the departnent's failure to
provide a fiscal note was an oversight and accepted
responsibility for that. The OFBCI woul d probably need
approximately $80,000 to add one full-tinme program coordi nator
if the noney that was renoved from the House budget is not
restored. He said that the departnment would submt an $80, 000
fiscal note.

2:26:41 PM
MR. LYNCH interjected that once an account is established, the
col | ege-savi ngs program woul d do all the recordkeeping.

CHAI R DYSON stated he was having trouble reconciling that with
what M. Lynch said earlier. He pointed out that M. Lynch
wanted the conmttee to anmend page 1, line 12.

MR. LYNCH stated that the OCS would be the account owner, and
the University would seek approval from the departnent to
wi thdraw funds. If the funds weren't clained by the beneficiary
for whom they were originally intended, they would be avail able
to the departnent for use by another claimant.

2:28:19 PM

CHAIR DYSON said that he would hear from one nore person and
then the coomittee would set the matter aside for a few m nutes,
to allow the sponsor to decide what to do with the proposed
anendnents and/or the fiscal note.

2:28.:48 PM

AMANDA METIVIER a forner foster child and a student at the
University of Al aska, Anchorage, testified in support of the
bill. She said that, although there are opportunities available
t hrough the Al aska ETV Program and the tuition waiver, they are
not enough. She disagreed with the inplenentation of an age-
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eligibility requirement of 16 or over and cited her sister’s
experience as an exanple. Her sister was placed in foster care
at age 12 and placed wth a legal guardian at 15, so she would
not be eligible for this program even though she is now 18 and
wi t hout educational resources.

2:30:46 PM
CHAI R DYSON t hanked Ms. Metivier for her testinony.

He announced that SB 287 woul d be set asi de.
#

A#hb393
SCS CSHB 393 (HES) - | NSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENI NG

2:31: 37 PM
CHAIR DYSON announced SCS CSHB 393(HES) to be up for
consi derati on.

EMLY NENON, Alaska Governnent Relations D rector, Anmerican
Cancer Society, said that she had spoken with conmittee nenbers
and staff in advance to ensure that her testinony would address
all of the questions that they m ght have, but that she would be
happy to answer any additional questions that m ght arise.

She said that when Heath Hlyard presented the bill on
Wednesday, he talked about the fact that, if colon cancer is
identified before synptons appear, there is a greater than 90
percent survival rate.

According to Cancer Facts and Figures 2006, which publishes a
five-year average of cancer incident rates, Al askan wonen have
had the highest colon cancer rate in the nation over the past
five years. The rate of colon cancer in Al askan Native people is
nearly double that of the U S. white population.

2: 33: 54 PM

M5. NENON said that this bill provides guidelines for colon
cancer screening. For the general popul ation, anyone over age 50
shoul d be screened, but people are generally not eligible for
Medi care until age 65, which |eaves a 15-year w ndow of tine
when screening is recomended but my not be covered by
i nsur ance.

The Institute of Medicine reports that the death rate from col on

cancer could drop by up to 80 percent if a majority of Americans
were screened regularly. The current annual expenditure in the
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United States on colorectal cancer health care costs is $6.5
billion and part of the reason for that is that it is not being
identified early enough.

The New Engl and Journal of Medicine published an article in July
of 2004 called “The Price tag on Progress,” that 1is about
chenot herapy for colorectal cancer. It states that “the near
doubling of the nedian survival achieved over the past decade
has been acconpanied by a staggering 340 fold increase in drug
costs” just for the initial eight weeks of treatnent. Assum ng a
patient continues to receive treatnment until the nedian time to
progression, eight nonths of front-line therapy followed by 4.1
nont hs of Cetuximab and Irinotecan t herapy woul d cost $161, 000.

2:37:22 PM

CHAI R DYSON said that the issue the commttee has to decide is
whet her or not to nmandate that insurance carriers provide this
service to their clients between the ages of 50 and 65.

M5. NENON said that is correct, and that 18 other states have
al ready taken this action. She recognizes that state governnent
doesn’t regulate every insurance plan, but sees it as “a
critical piece of the puzzle.” The American Cancer Society
wor ked hard to get Medicare coverage for screening added in 2001
and, working with federal enployee health benefit plans over the
past three years, has increased the nunber of federal plans that
cover the full range of colon cancer screening from 25 to 70
per cent .

2:38:37 PM

SENATOR COLSON asked how this would decrease the incidence of
colorectal cancer anong Alaskan Natives, particularly wonen,
when they are dealing wth issues such as a |lack of clean water
and i nadequat e sewage treatnent.

M5. NENON responded that DHSS has been working wth the
Conpr ehensive Cancer Control (CCC) partnership to form a
colorectal cancer joint task force between the Al aska Native
Tribal Health consortium and the state’s CCC program to consider
those issues. They are looking at, anong other things, the
possibility of sending gastrointestinal doctors from Anchorage
to regional hospitals to do nmass screenings.

SENATOR OLSON asked whet her these would be private physicians or

doctors from Al aska Native Medical Center (ANMC) and who would
be paying for it.
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M5. NENON responded that it would be a joint effort and they are
still working on the funding, but that some doctors in Anchorage
have offered to donate their time. They anticipate receiving
some regul ar rei nbursenment for those procedures.

SENATOR OLSON commented that he assuned these physicians would
be gastrointestinal internists who have already been trained and
are not going out for the experience.

M5. NENON replied yes.

2:40: 48 PM

SENATOR W LKEN said that nost of the conmttee is of an age to
consider this issue seriously and comented on an article he
read about a nonth ago in Scientific American about a new
digital screening procedure that may replace the existing
si gnoi doscopy and col onoscopy within the next 10 years.

M5. NENON said that she is looking forward to that.

2:42: 23 PM
SENATOR W LKEN noved to report SCS CSHB 393(HES) from conmittee
with individual recommendati ons.

SENATOR GREEN said that she did not object, but was indisposed
to introduce anything that is a nandate on anyone.

CHAI R DYSON agreed that it presents a real concern for him also,
particularly when he considers the insurance conpani es’ previous
remar ks about this matter.

SENATOR GREEN commented that, unlike the |ower 48 states, when
the legislature makes a law in Alaska that inpacts private
prograns and plans, a large part of the state is not inpacted by
it.

CHAI R DYSON announced that wthout further coment SCS CSHB
393(HES) was reported fromcommttee.

#

There being no further business to conme before the committee
Chair Dyson adjourned the neeting at 2:44:24 PM
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