ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
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1:33 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT
Senat or Fred Dyson, Chair
Senator Gary W/l ken, Vice Chair
Senator Kim El ton
Senat or Donny O son
MEMBERS ABSENT
Senator Lyda G een
COW TTEE CALENDAR
HOUSE BI LL NO 225
"An Act relating to nedical examners and nedical death
exam nations."
MOVED SCS HB 225(HES) OUT OF COW TTEE
HOUSE BI LL NO 120
"An Act relating to safety devices and sharp instrunents for the
prevention of the spread of bloodborne pathogens in health care
enpl oyees; and providing for an effective date.”
MOVED HB 120 OUT OF COW TTEE
CONFI R(VATI ON HEARI NGS:

University of Alaska Board of Regents - Carl Marrs, Jacob
Gondeck

Board of Pharmacy - Mary Mundel |, Leona Oberts

Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority Board of Trustees -
Mar garet Lowe

Board of Education and Early Child Devel opnent - Bonny Gaborik
Board of Pharnmacy — Leona Oberts
Board of Dental Exam ners - Dr. Rebecca Nesl und

Board of Professional Counselors - Randy Morton, Tashawna O son
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Al askan Dental Hygienists Association — Victoria Hauff
Al aska Board of Psychol ogists - Dr. Kerry Turnbow

St ate Physical Therapy and Cccupational Therapy Board - Jay
McD arm d, Alec Kay, Gary Burlson

HEARD AND HELD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 225

SHORT TI TLE: MEDI CAL EXAM NERS & AUTOPSI ES
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) MOGUI RE

03/ 18/ 05 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

03/ 18/ 05 (H HES, FIN

03/ 31/ 05 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 31/ 05 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 31/ 05 (H M NUTE( HES)

04/ 01/ 05 (H HES RPT 5DP

04/ 01/ 05 (H DP: ANDERSQN, KOHRI NG MCGU RE, SEATON,
W LSON

04/ 12/ 05 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519

04/ 12/ 05 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

04/ 12/ 05 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 13/ 05 (H FIN RPT 3DP 4NR

04/ 13/ 05 (H DP: HAWKER, FOSTER, MEYER

04/ 13/ 05 (H NR HOLM STOLTZE, KELLY, CHENAULT

04/ 13/ 05 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 13/ 05 (H VERSI ON: HB 225

04/ 14/ 05 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

04/ 14/ 05 (S) HES, FIN

04/ 27/ 05 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

BILL: HB 120

SHORT TI TLE: SAFETY FOR HEALTHCARE EMPLOYEES
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) W LSON

02/ 02/ 05 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 02/ 05 (H HES, L&C

02/ 24/ 05 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

02/ 24/ 05 (H Moved Qut of Conmttee

02/ 24/ 05 (H M NUTE( HES)

02/ 25/ 05 (H HES RPT 4DP 1NR

02/ 25/ 05 (H DP: Cl SSNA, GARDNER, SEATON, W LSON;
02/ 25/ 05 (H NR  KOHRI NG
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03/ 22/ 05 (H L& AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 22/ 05 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 22/ 05 (H M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 23/ 05 (H) L& RPT 4DP 2NR

03/ 23/ 05 (H DP: CRAWFCORD, LYNN, GUTTENBERG,
ANDERSON,;

03/ 23/ 05 (H NR. LEDOUX, ROKEBERG

04/ 12/ 05 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 12/ 05 (H) VERSI ON: HB 120

04/ 13/ 05 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

04/ 13/ 05 (S) HES, L&C

04/ 25/ 05 (S) HES AT 2: 00 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 25/ 05 (S Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 27/ 05 (S) HES AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE LESI L MCGU RE

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 225.

DR. RI CHARD MANDSAGER, Director
Department of Health & Social Services
Di vision of Public Health

PO Box 110601

Juneau, AK 99801-0601

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 225.

DR. FRANK FALLI CO, Chi ef Medical Exam ner
Ofice of the State Medi cal Exam ner
4500 S. Boni face Par kway

Anchor age, AK 99507

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 225.

DR. DON ROGERS

Former State Medi cal Exam ner

No Address Provi ded

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports SB 225.

REPRESENTATI VE PEGGY W LSON

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 120.

DR. BETH FUNK, Acting Chief Section of Epidem ol ogy
Di vision of Public Health
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Departnent of Health and Social Services

Box 240249

Anchorage, AK 99524-0249

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Avail able to answer questions on HB 120.

GREY M TCHELL, Director,

Labor Standards and Safety Division

Depart ment of Labor and Workforce Devel opnment ( DOLVD)
PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 120.

JOHN Bl TNEY

Al aska Nurses Associ ation

Pal mer AK

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supported HB 120.

Confirmati on Candi dat es:

CARL MARRS, Noni nee
University of Al aska Board of Regents

MARY MUNDELL, Nom nee
Board of Pharnacy

MARGARET LOAE, Noni nee
Al aska Mental Health Trust

BONNI E GABORI K, Nomi nee
Board of Education and Early Chil dhood Devel opnent

LEONA OBERTS, Nomi nee
Board of Pharmacy

DR. REBECCA NESLUND, Nom nee
Board of Dental Exam ners

RANDY MORTON, Noni nee
Board of Professional Counselors

TASHAVWNA OLSON, Nom nee
Board of Professional Counselors

VI CTORI A HAUFF, Nonmi nee
Al askan Dental Hygienists Association

DR. KERRY TURNBOW Nom nee
Al aska Board of Psychol ogi sts
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JAY MCDI ARM D, Nom nee
State Physical Therapy and Cccupati onal Therapy Board

ALEC KAY, Nom nee
State Physical Therapy and Cccupati onal Therapy Board

GRAY BURLESON, Nom nee
State Physical Therapy and Cccupati onal Therapy Board

JACOB GONDEK, Nom nee
University of Al aska Board of Regents-Student Seat

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAI R FRED DYSON called the Senate Health, Education and Soci al
Services Standing Conmittee neeting to order at 1:33:13 PM
Present were Senators Elton, WIken and Chair Dyson. Senator
O son arrived at 1:40.

HB 225- MEDI CAL EXAM NERS & AUTOPSI ES

CHAI R DYSON announced HB 225 to be up for consideration.

REPRESENTATIVE LESIL MCGQUI RE, sponsor, explained that the
understaffed condition of the Al askan Medical Exam ners office
causes sonme unexplained deaths to go wunexamned; it also
di m nishes the state's ability to acknow edge and react to the
out break of comruni cable diseases. Last year over 1,100 cases
were filed and the office has only one state nedical exam ner.
Hs duties are nultifaceted. One of the nost inportant is
performng autopsies, but he also has to testify in court in
cases of a suspicious death. This becones an inportant public
i ssue because a lot of autopsies are suspicious and crines
cannot cone to light and because deaths can be caused by
contagious diseases. HB 225 requires the Medical Examner's
Ofice to be staffed with at | east one nedical exam ner and one
deputy nedi cal exam ner.

CHAIR DYSON asked if staff to this office could be increased
W thout this |egislation.

REPRESENTATI VE MCGUI RE replied that it coul d.

CHAIR DYSON asked if the additional position nmandated in this
bill is reflected in the Governor's budget.

REPRESENTATI VE MCGUI RE repl i ed:
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It is reflected in the House version and | believe it
wll be reflected in the ultimte version that cones
out of the conference commttee. That is why there is
a zero fiscal note. An additional $100,000 was put in

for this position.... | think from conversations...
with nenbers of the your body it nay well have been an
oversi ght.

She did not want to create nore governnent, there are few very
i nportant areas that should be left to the state and this is one
of those areas. She did not want to see this position
contracted out or left unfilled.

CHAI R DYSON asked Dr. Mandsager if the admnistration has taken
a position on this bill

DR. RICHARD MANDSAGER, Director, Division of Public Health,
Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) testified that
he supported the bill; however he clarified that the division’s
budget currently does have just enough noney in it for mnimal
operation by two nedical examners and he has been recruiting
for the other position for about six nonths now He explained
the reason for the $100,000 increment in the CGovernor's budget
was to begin building the capacity of the Medical Examner's
Ofice to nore fully nmeet its mssions including attenpting to
answer questions from the bereaved as to why their |oved one
di ed.

CHAI R DYSON said he understands that the adm nistration supports
the bill and the adm nistration has established funding for the
addition to the examners office and the D vision of Public
Health is currently recruiting the additional staff.

DR. MANDSAGER replied that that is correct.

SENATOR ELTON said this bill not only provides for a deputy, but
it also establishes his general duties and he asked if the
departnment would establish his duties if it had one at this tine
rat her than having those duties established in Iaw as they would
be doi ng under this bill

DR. MANDSAGER replied that he thought the departnent would
establish those duties without this bill in that case. The only
other difference this bill would make is that wunder current
statute the departnment could recruit for a second person who
mght not be totally qualified to be a deputy. This bil
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requires recruiting sonmeone who is qualified to serve as a
deputy nedi cal exam ner.

1:43:.29 PM

SENATOR ELTON asked whether the departnent has |ooked at the
possibility of having contract positions throughout the state to
carry out sone of the duties of the nedical exam ner.

1:44. 43 PM
DR. FRANK FALLICO Chief Medical Exam ner, Departnent of Health
and Social Services (DHSS), replied that the departnent has
considered that option and determned that it is too difficult
to find enough staff who are qualified to perform forensic
aut opsi es.

CHAI R DYSON said he has heard that the Medical Examner's Ofice
m sses the cause of sone accidental deaths, particularly those
i nvol ving carbon nonoxide, because it does not have sufficient
manpower to perform aut opsi es.

DR. FALLICO, replied:

As a matter of fact, we have investigated those deaths
very thoroughly and when an autopsy is required we do
it. | do not believe that we have m ssed any of those
deaths. However, | wll say that they are very
difficult death determ nations sonetinmes and they can
be m ssed even under the best of circunstances.

W have a problem with the transportation of bodies
and doing this sort of work wthin our budget.

However , we have speci al sensitivity to carbon
nonoxi de deaths. As you know, there have been quite a
few of them here under tragic circunstances and | do

not believe that we have m ssed any of them However,
one sonetines does not know what one nisses, if you

will, and we certainly would have a better opportunity
to pick up those accidental deaths to which |I am now
deferring if indeed we had one nore nedical exam ner
her e.

You know this office really can't run wth one
exam ner because | am stretched to the point where |
have to triage or turn away cases that woul d, perhaps,
be done in other good jurisdictions. Once again, | do
not believe that we have m ssed any carbon nonoxide
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deaths that are of a level of suspicion such that
ot hers woul d di sapprove of us having turned them down.

CHAIR DYSON said that he has heard that the departnent often
gets requests to exam ne cases on behalf of famly nenbers whose
recently deceased relatives had nade suspicious changes to their
will inmrediately before their deaths.

DR. FALLI CO responded:

In forensic cases an autopsy is done if it wll help
solve the case; it is not done solely at the request
of famly nenbers or even at the request of police or
troopers unless we both agree to do it. | always work
through the proper police or trooper agencies to see
if the investigation really warrants an autopsy. In
cases where autopsies are not warranted, | do not do
them at the request of famlies because that is not
the purpose of this office and it is certainly out of
the question given our current staff |evel.

CHAI R DYSON asked if he is correct in believing that the death
of an elderly person does not trigger a police investigation and
all that is required to close a case is a physician’s signature
on the death certificate.

DR, FALLICO replied that if the death is a natural death that

occurs in a hospital, it does not trigger an investigation from
his office. If that same death occurs outside of the hospital

there are two ways in which it can be handl ed. The first is
that the police will go to the hone and investigate to determ ne

whether or not it was a natural death. If so, that death is
reported to him and he nmakes a determ nation of the cause of
death and signs the death certificate. He said that in the
great mpjority of cases, that does not require an autopsy and if
the famly asks him for one, he tells them that he is not able
to do it. He refers themto a private pathol ogist who is able to
perform the autopsy.

1:52: 05 PM

He said the second way involves what is called an expected hone
death where paper work is set up in advance. In these cases
there is no real investigation by police and no autopsy is
per f or med. Sonmetinmes with these expected honme deaths, however,

the troopers disagree and they actually investigate the case,
but nothing happens with his office except that the paper work
is filled out.
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CHAI R DYSON asked if the police nust respond to a death that has
occurred in an assisted living hone or a private honme where
hospi ce care was provi ded.

DR, FALLICO responded that it depends on whether or not the
death is reported and on the individual circunstances. Assisted
living hone deaths push a very sensitive button because of
certain recent deaths and issues of elder abuse. The police
certainly show up in sone of those cases.

He said that in every case he reviews the paper work and makes
an i ndependent determ nati on about the cause and manner of death
and he will require an autopsy in sone of those cases - for
exanple, if they die in certain nursing hones - because of the
possible political and legal pressure that may arise from the
deat hs.

CHAI R DYSON supposed:

Here is a scenario that | have heard of, an 87-year
old man who has been non anbulatory for six years and
who is inconpetent, mraculously decides to marry his
29 year-old personal care attendant whose boyfriend is
the supervising physician and two weeks after the
magi ¢ marriage, he ups and dies. But in the interim

his will has been changed; but arguably he has died of
natural causes and the supervising physician signs the
death certificate. Is there anything in our process

that |ooks at recent changes in status such as in
marriages or in wlls that my nmke you and the
troopers deci de t hat a case needs greater
consi derati on?

DR FALLI CO responded that his office is not a primary
i nvestigation agency and would refer such a case to the primary
i nvestigative agents and offer its assistance.

1:56: 13 PM
CHAIR DYSON asked if recent changes in a wll or in mrita
status automatically trigger an investigation.

DR. FALLICO replied he believes that the police or troopers
woul d investigate such cases because that is part of their job.
He believes that they would inform him of such changes before he
made any decision regarding the case. He added that he nust
ultimately rely on the judgnment of the police and troopers and
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if they are not willing to go forward on a case, he cannot
perform an i ndependent investigation.

SENATOR WLKEN said he was puzzled about why this bill 1is
necessary if the issue was already being taken care of.

DR. MANDSAGER replied he thought the reason Representative

McGQuire introduced this bill was because she believes the
departnent hasn’'t paid enough attention to naking sure to has
the two positions filled. Even, if the bill doesn’t pass, he

would continue to try and staff the office with tw nedical
examners with the current budgetary amount and it is a bit of
an inprovenment over current practice in that it states very
clearly that the state needs two nedical exam ners. He stated,
“My personal opinion is that that’s a correct statenent and this

bill would put it into statute rather than leaving it as an
opi nion.”
2:00: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE MCGQUI RE commented that it’s not uncommon for the
| egislature to set out in statute a series of standards in areas
if wants to - even within the departnents of the Executive
Branch there is precedent for it. She said further:

And then secondly, | would just say that | do respect
what you have to say and as | have said earlier |
tread lightly in this area, but | do think it's a
matter of such inportance that it should be in
statute.

The concern that | have, Senator Wlken is that when

you | ook back at the history, it’s been an interesting
one. There was a point in time where the Medical
Examner Ofice had as mny as five physicians
t hroughout the state that were doing autopsies. W
were rated in the top tier of nedical exam ner offices
in the United States. And over the years we have
sinply have elimnated those positions or they have
fallen off and we have not filled them..

2:03: 22 PM
SENATOR ELTON asked if the word "or" should be placed between
"Medi cal Exam ner" and "Deputy Medical Exam ner" on page 3, line
19, to form the phrase "Medical Exam ner or Deputy Medical
Exam ner.”
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REPRESENTATI VE MCGUI RE thanked Senator Elton for pointing out
the drafting error and said that the suggested corrections would
be nade.

SENATOR ELTON noved on page 3, line 19, to insert “or” after
“Exam ner”. There were no objections and Anmendnent 1 was
adopt ed.

2:04:46 PM

DR. DON ROCGERS, fornmer State Medical Exam ner, supported HB 225
saying that autopsies should be perforned on all the coroner’s
cases because if one solely relies on police departnents and
W tnesses, one will often be mslead. Accurate determ nation of
the cause of death is a requirenent on the death certificate and
if one does not do the examnation and signs the certificate
wi t hout |ooking at the body, one is going to be wong in a
substantial nunber of cases. Medical exam ners al so have a duty
to alleviate the concerns of the famlies of the deceased.

2:07:11 PM

DR. ROGERS stated that the Medical Examner's Ofice |ab needs a
t oxi col ogy conmponent because it currently is not able to perform
car bon nonoxi de tests.

SENATOR ELTON asked if the Ofice of the Mdical Exam ner
generally provides autopsies on the bodies of people who die in
hospi t al

DR. ROGERS replied that the Medical Exam ner does not perform
autopsies for natural deaths that occur in the hospital. He
explained that the law requires an autopsy for deaths that occur
under anesthesia or that occur shortly after admssion to a
hospi t al

SENATOR COLSON asked whether the investigation of those deaths is
a mtter of the Medical Examners discretion or if they
automatically fall under the purview of the Medical Exam ner by
| aw.

2:09:42 PM
DR. ROGERS replied that when he worked for the Medical Exam ners
Ofice, it performed autopsies for all deaths invol ving

anesthesia or a possible nedical error because nbst of the tine
the physicians and the famlies wanted sonmeone besides the

hospital personnel performng the investigation. He said that
in a state as small as ours wth as few deaths as we have, it is
possible to performnost, if not all, autopsies.
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2:11: 35 PM

SENATOR COLSON asked what |evel of education and experience is
required to perform the duties of the Medical Exam ner and the
Deputy Medi cal Exam ner.

DR. FALLI CO repli ed:

The answer is to be fully qualified as a forensic
pat hol ogi st certified in the sub-specialty of forensic
pat hol ogy, one nust go to nedical school, obtain an M
or a DO degree, followed by at least certification in
anat om ¢ pat hol ogy, which is a branch of pathol ogy and
that takes two to three years, followed then by
certification in forensic pathology and that’'s an
addi ti onal year of training.

Now, another way to do it would be to becone certified
in anatom c pathology and clinical pathology, Ilike I
am followed by another year of forensic pathology.
So you know there’s a long arduous course for getting
there — many years. And for a variety of reasons that
| won't get into, very very few people go into this
field. There are about 300 fully qualified forensic
pat hol ogi sts practicing in the country full tine.
Those are the nunbers. So, with these great shortages
and so forth, we are not talking about top-rated
peopl e. It is possible that people wth |esser
training could do this work, but we've all read about
the disasters across the country in nedical examner’s
offices where less-than-well-qualified people perform
the work. What we have done is set the highest
standards here no matter what, because we don't want
to go back to the old ways of doing partial autopsies,
of not weighing certain organs and having ny reports
reflect that certain things in the past that nay have
been acceptable, but today | would be criticized for
When | get up on the stand — you probably all know ne
— you read about what | do. | was just down there in
Juneau earlier this week and |’m under very, very
detailed cross exam nation with experts that are flown
up here by the defense and others to certify my work
and try and attack defense. So, | feel what we need
are fully qualified people as |’ve described in those
qualifications.
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SENATOR OLSON asked how this bill wuld apply to foreign
graduates and that, “Cbviously, there are pathol ogists there.”

DR. FALLICO answered that he is a foreign nedical graduate from
the University of Bologna. As long as the graduate passes the
qualification to practice nmedicine in the United States, and
specifically holds a valid bona fide state |icense, he is just
as qualified as anyone el se.

SENATOR W LKEN noved to report SCS HB 225(HES) out of conmmttee
wi th individual recommendations. There were no objections and it
was so ordered.

HB 120- HEALTH CARE ENMPLOYEE PROTECTI ON

CHAI R DYSON announced HB 120 to be up for consideration.

REPRESENTATI VE PEGGY W LSON, sponsor of HB 120, explained that
this bill repeals two exenptions from Alaska's Blood Borne
Pat hogen Protection Standards to bring Alaska standards into
conpliance with federal standards. Al aska adopted its blood
borne regulations in 2000 and in 2001 the federal governnent
adopted theirs. Overall, Al aska s regulations are stronger and
tighter than the federal regulations except in two areas. Those
are dental and health care offices with less than 25 full tinme
enpl oyees. This bill is really a housekeeping bill that ensures
that state statutes are equal to the federal guidelines and it
is mainly for the purpose of qualifying for certain federal
grants.

CHAI R DYSON asked if the nedical community has weighed in on
this bill.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON replied that the Departnent of Labor and
Wor kf orce Devel opnent, the Nurses Association, the Al aska Denta
Soci ety and the Al aska Hygienists Society all support this bil
and no one is against it.

CHAI R DYSON asked if the Al aska Medical Association has taken a
position on it.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON replied that they have not comrented on
the bill.

CHAIR DYSON asked Dr. Funk, Departnment of Health and Soci al

Services (DHSS), if she is aware of anyone who takes exception
to this bill
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DR. BETH FUNK, Acting Chief, Epidem ology Section, D vision of
Public Health, Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS),
replied that she is not aware of anyone.

GREY M TCHELL, Director, Labor Standards and Safety Division,
Depart ment of Labor and Workforce Devel opnent (DOLWD), said:

Currently we are having sone difficulty wth our
federal counterparts who provide us with grant funds
to carry out our program — and that is specifically
because under t he agr eenent t hat t he Al aska
Qccupational Safety and Health Program was created
under in 1970, we agreed that we would nmaintain
standards that were at |least effective as federal
st andar ds. And this is an area where we are not
neeting the mnimm federal standards because we are
exenpting dental offices and small nedical offices.
So, to kind of straighten that out, we’'ve taken those
two exenptions off of the list and essentially we
haven’t heard any negative conmments. The denta
community has conme out in support of the bill. Small
medi cal offices haven't voiced any opposition to it.
Qur in-the-field personnel in the industrial hygiene
area have essentially been guiding these businesses
toward conpliance with federal requirenents already.
And the overwhelmng consensus is that they are
al ready in conpliance with federal standards.

2.:22:12 PM

SENATOR ELTON asked if he is correct in believing that all of
the entities that fall under the scope of this bill are already
required to be in conpliance with federal regulations and thus
this bill is not going to aggrieve anyone any nore than they are

al ready aggri eved.
MR. M TCHELL replied that he is correct.
JOHN BI TNEY, Al aska Nurses Associ ation, supported HB 120.

SENATOR OLSON asked if a particular problem caused this issue to
conme to light.

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON replied there was none that she was aware
of and that, “This is just sonmething that needs to be taken care
of.” The inpact of this legislation is not expected to be
significant for two reasons. One is that the businesses
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currently exenpt under the Al aska |law are already conplying with
federal requirenents and also the participation required for the
front-line health care workers in the evaluation process is
automati c.

SENATOR COLSON asked how this bill would affect health aides in
rural Alaska who are mnimally trained and under-funded and
often do not have adequate, much |ess state-of-the-art,
equi pnent. He said one village he visited |last year didn’t even
have sterile suture equi pnent.

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON replied that she was not sure. She assuned
they are required to be trained and that would fall back under
the unbrella of who is in charge of them and who oversees what
t hey do.

SENATOR WLKEN asked Representative WIson to state her
pr of essi onal background for the record.

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON replied that she is a registered nurse and
a former Energency Medical Technician |1l who practiced in rura
Sout heast Al aska. She personally understands the inportance of
protection for yourself and your patients.

SENATOR W LKEN noved to report HB 120 out of conmittee wth
i ndi vi dual recommendations and attached fiscal note. There were
no objections and it was so ordered.

2:31:28 PM

CHAI R DYSON asked M. Marrs why he wants to serve on the Board
of Regents for the University of Al aska.

CARL MARRS responded that the has spent an significant anmount of
time developing a scholarship fund for the University of Al aska
(UAA) and he would like to see that fund put to good use. He
said that the UAA system has the potential of becom ng one of
the leading fisheries schools in the country and he would |ike
to see it achieve its potential.

2:39: 24 PM

CHAI R DYSON asked Ms. Mindell why she wants to serve on the
Board of Pharmacy.

MARY MUNDELL replied that as a pharnmacist and a business owner
she would bring a uni que perspective to the board.
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CHAI R DYSON asked her how she feels about allow ng physicians to
del egate prescription authority to pharnmaci sts.

MS. MUNDELL responded that her attitude depends on the degree of
del egation. She added that it is an issue of great concern for
all parties and it deserves thorough consideration by the
menbers of the board.

2:42: 17 PM

CHAI R DYSON asked her if she believes that there should be a
direct relationship between the patient and the physician who is
gi ving the pharmacy prescriptive authority.

M5. MJNDELL responded that there nust be sonme sort of
interaction between physicians and patients. She said that
there nust, however, be sone consideration of conditions in
rural Al aska.

CHAI R DYSON t hanked her for her statenents.
2:44: 47 PM

CHAIR DYSON the asked Ms. Lowe why she wants to serve on the
Al aska Mental Health Trust Board.

MARGARET LOWE said that she has actively participated in the
devel opment of the Alaska Mental Health Trust over the past
several years and she feels that the proper nanagenent of it is
inportant to the state’s ability to assist people with special
needs.

2:46: 01 PM

CHAI R DYSON then asked Ms. Gabori k why she wants to serve in her
prospective position.

BONNIE GABORIK replied that she has been involved at the
el enentary |evel of education for alnost 30 years and she is
currently a principal. She said that over the years she has
served at all admnistrative levels gaining considerable
know edge of school admnistration; this experience and her
ent husi asm woul d be an asset to the board.

2:47:58 PM

CHAIR DYSON then asked Ms. (berts why she wants to serve on he
Board of Pharnacy.
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LEONA OBERTS replied that she is concerned with health issues
and has considerable admnistrative knowledge to offer the
board.

2:52: 11 PM

CHAIR DYSON asked Dr. Neslund why she wants to serve on the
Board of Dental Exam ners.

DR. REBECCA NESLUND answered that she initially becane
interested in the board when she discovered how difficult it was

to obtain a dental license in Al aska. She joined the board so
that she could work towards expediting the process of obtaining
a dental Ilicense, which she has acconplished. She wanted to

remain on the board to contribute to its ongoing discussion
about dental assistance personnel and living in a rural area she
believes it is inportant that the board has sonmeone who
understands rural conditions in Al aska.

CHAI R DYSON asked what are the biggest challenges facing the
dental comunity of Al aska.

DR. NESLUND replied that one of the big issues is the difficulty
that rural comrunities have in recruiting dental professionals.

CHAI R DYSON t hanked her for her comments.
2:56: 44 PM

CHAI R DYSON asked M. Mrton why he wants to serve on the Board
of Professional Counsel ors.

RANDY MORTON replied that he believes in community service and
this interest has led himto beconme a nenber of the Chanber of
Commerce and the Rotary Club in None. He has had a nunber of
careers throughout his life and has been involved in a nunber of
organi zations; this speaks to his ability to learn and adapt to
new positions.

CHAI R DYSON t hanked him for his willingness to serve.
2:59: 09 PM

CHAI R DYSON asked Ms. O son why she wants to serve on the Board
of Professional Counsel ors.
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TASHAVWNA COLSON responded that she has been a counselor in the
state of Alaska for 24 years serving at the Honer Hi gh School
and in private practice. She grew up in a funeral hone with her
father who was a remarkable grief counselor and counseling has
been her passion since chil dhood. She said that counseling is
inportant for Al askan communities and she wants to see that the
best possible services are offered in the state.

CHAI R DYSON t hanked her for her conmments today.

CHAIR DYSON asked Ms. Hauff why she wants to serve on the
Al askan Dental Hygienists Association.

VICTORIA HAUFF replied that she has been president of the
association for the past three years and this experience gives
her an inportant perspective on the practice of dental hygiene.

3:02:13 PM

CHAI R DYSON then asked Dr. Turnbow why he wants to serve on the
Al aska Board of Psychol ogi sts.

DR. KERRY TURNBOW replied that he has been a |Iicensed
psychol ogist since the inception of the program and he is
passi onat e about counseli ng.

SENATOR WLKEN noted that he is a personal friend of Dr.
Turnbow s and wanted the commttee to know that it could not
find a better guy for the board.

3:03: 25 PM

CHAIR DYSON asked M. MD armd why he wants to serve on the
State Physical and Cccupational Therapy Board.

JAY MCDIARM D answered that all of the board nenbers are from
Anchorage and nenbers of the Fairbanks physical t her apy
community feel that they should have a voice on it as well.

3:05: 29 PM

CHAI R DYSON thanked him for his willingness to serve and then
asked M. Kay why he wants to serve on the Al askan Board of
Physi cal Ther apy.
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ALEC KAY replied that he has been in physical therapy for the
past 15 years and wants to contribute to the betternent of the
field at the board | evel

CHAI R DYSON thanked him for his wllingness to serve and asked
M. Burleson why he wanted to serve in this capacity.

GARY BURLESON answered that he really doesn’'t have an agenda
but he was asked to join by other board nenbers. He said that
he retired from being a physical therapist after practicing for
35 years.

CHAI R DYSON the asked M. Gondeck why he wants to serve on the
Board of Regents of the University of Al aska system

3:08: 00 PM

JACOB GONDEK replied that he has had the chance to represent UAA
as a student body president and he wants to serve the University
systemat the state |evel

CHAI R DYSON thanked the witness for his testinony and announced
that G egory Gursey, nomnee for the Board of Dental Exam ners,
was the only one who wasn’t able to join the conmttee today. He
t hen adj ourned the neeting.
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