ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
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January 26, 2005
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VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Jay Ranras, Co-Chair
Represent ati ve Ral ph Samuel s, Co-Chair
Representative JimElKkins
Representative Kurt O son

Represent ati ve Paul Seaton
Representative Mary Kapsner

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Carl Gatto
Representative Gabriell e LeDoux
Representative Harry Crawford

COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 4

Uging the United States Congress to pass legislation to open
the coastal plain of the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge,
Al aska, to oil and gas exploration, devel opnment, and production.

- MOVED CSHIJR 4(RES) QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 6

Relating to the labeling of fish products and processed food
itens containing fish to identify the country of origin and to
di stingui sh between wild and farned fish and fish products.

- SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HHR 4

SHORT TITLE: ENDORSI NG ANVR LEASI NG
SPONSOR(S): REPRESENTATI VE(S) HAWKER

01/ 10/ 05 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

01/ 10/ 05 (H) &G, RES

01/ 18/ 05 (H) Q&G AT 10: 00 AM CAPI TOL 124

01/ 18/ 05 (H Moved CSHIR 4(0&G) Qut of Commttee
01/ 18/ 05 (H) M NUTE( O&G)
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01/ 21/ 05 (H) O8G RPT CS(0&G) 5DP

01/ 21/ 05 (H) DP: SAMUELS, GARDNER, DAHLSTROM
ROKEBERG, KOHRI NG

01/ 26/ 05 (H) RES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 124

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE M KE HAVKER

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as the sponsor of HIR 4.

DEBBI E M LLER

Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in opposition to HIR 4, stating
that it is inappropriate to developnment oil and gas on a
wildlife refuge.

FRAN MAUER

Fai r banks, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified, as a retired wldlife biologist,
in opposition to HIR 4, stating that the State of Al aska should
not support the degradation of a national conservation area.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

COCHAIR RALPH SAMUJELS called the House Resources Standing

Commttee neeting to order at 3:03:41 PM Represent ati ves
El kins, dson, Seaton, Ranras, and Sanuels were present at the
call to order. Representati ve Kapsner arrived as the neeting

was i n progress.

HIR 4- ENDORSI NG ANVR LEASI NG

3:03: 53 PM

CO CHAI R SAMUELS announced that the only order of business would
be HOUSE JONT RESCLUTION NO 4, Uging the United States
Congress to pass legislation to open the coastal plain of the
Arctic National WIldlife Refuge, Alaska, to oil and gas
expl oration, devel opnment, and producti on.

REPRESENTATI VE M KE HAWKER, Al aska State Legislature, speaking
as the sponsor, introduced HIR 4 as a "reiteration of our body's
solidarity in support for the opening of the Arctic National
Wldlife Refuge 1002 area to responsible oil and gas exploration
and devel opnent." He said there is a new Congress and it is
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inportant to reiterate the legislature's support of opening the
refuge for devel opnent. He opined that producing additional
reserves of o0il and gas on the North Slope is a primry
objective of the state, and that Alaska is very dependent on the
income from such resources. He stated that devel opnent can be
done in an "extraordinarily environnentally responsible manner."
He said HIR 4 is just an updated version of what has been passed
by previous Al aska |egislative bodies.

3:06: 04 PM

DEBBI E M LLER expressed disappointnent that the |egislature has
passed resolutions in support of opening "the Arctic [National
Wldlife] Refuge to oil and gas devel opnent.™ She said that
there are many Al askans who believe we have "plenty of roonm for
devel opnment on state land in the Central Arctic region, which
has significant oil and gas reserves. "W have no business
pushing to open our only Arctic wildlife refuge in the country
that protects...it's there for the wildlife, it's there for the
wi | der ness. It's not there for oil and gas exploitation.” She
expressed concern that no new oil and gas devel opnent has been
all owed on any of the 500 federal wildlife refuges in the nation
since 1964. She said the National WIdlife Refuge Adm nistration
Act prohibits that activity because it is not conpatible wth
the purpose of a wldlife refuge. Ms. Mller opined that
devel oping the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge "circunvents the
federal |aw"

M5. MLLER urged the conmttee to dispense wth HIR 4 and,
i nstead, pronote the devel opnent of alternative energy sources
in Al aska, such as natural gas and hydrogen. She said there is
no need to go into such a sensitive area. She added that she
has a long history of famliarity with this issue, including
exploring the area, witing several books, and participating in
a W | derness assessnent of the 1002 area back in the 1980s.

3:09: 38 PM

FRAN MAUER stated that he was a retired wildlife biologist and
has worked in the Arctic National WIldlife Refuge for over 21
years. He urged the conmittee not to support HIR 4. He said
that it was entirely inappropriate for any state to pursue oi

drilling that would jeopardize the integrity of a "national
conservation area." "It is un-Anerican to do something Iike
this,” he said, and then conpared it to the thought of
California pushing for a dam in Yosemte National Park. He
added that the state has wasted many mllions of dollars funding
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Arctic Power. M. Mauer suggested using the noney for other
pur poses, such as wind generation in Al aska's villages.

3:11:48 PM
CO CHAI R SAMUELS cl osed public testinony on HIR 4.

CO CHAIR RAMRAS made a notion to adopt Amendnent 1, |abeled 24-
LSO179\ G 1, Chenoweth, 1/26/05, which - wth additional text
regardi ng a change to page 2, line 15 of the bill - read:

Page 2, following line 13:

Insert a new cl ause to read:

"WHEREAS the Trans Alaska Pipeline System a
transportation facility that is a national asset and that
woul d cost billions of dollars to replace, would have its
useful physical l|ife extended for a substantial period if
the additional reserves of recoverable oil from the coastal
pl ain were produced; and"

Page 2, line 15, follow ng "Al pine,"
Del et e "Badam "
Insert "North Star"

CO CHAI R SAMUJELS obj ected for the purposes of discussion

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER clarified that Representative Rokeberg,
Chair, House Rules Standing Commttee, requested Anmendnent 1
because there was an "obsolete" reference to the Badam field
that should be replaced by the North Star field. The anendnent
[clarifies] that developing oil reserves in the Arctic Nationa
Wldlife Refuge would extend the life of existing assets, he
sai d. "We have invested a trenendous anount of wealth in the
exi sting pipeline--potential replacenent would be phenonenal,™
Represent ati ve Hawker added.

3:12: 55 PM

CO CHAI R SAMUELS renoved his objection, and asked if there were
further objections. There being none, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

3:13: 04 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to adopt Conceptual Anendnent 2:

Page 3, line 29, follow ng "Congress"”;
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Insert "and send electronically to all other
menbers of the U S. House of Representatives and
the U S. Senate”

3:13:44 PM

CO CHAI R SAMUELS obj ected for the purposes of discussion.

3:.13:48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE HAWKER said he didn't object to an electronic
transmttal of HIR 4.

3:14:11 PM

CO CHAIR SAMUELS renoved his objection and asked if there were
further objections. There being none, Conceptual Amendnent 2
was adopt ed.

3:14: 25 PM
CO CHAI R RAMRAS noved to report CSHIR 4(0&35, as anended, out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying

fiscal note. There being no objection, CSHIR 4(RES) was
reported fromthe House Resources Standing Commttee.

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Resources Standing Conmttee neeting was adjourned at 3:14:43
PM
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