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REPRESENTATI VE PETE KOIT, Acting Chair, called the House Labor
and Conmerce Standing Conmittee neeting to order at 3:32:08 PM
Representatives LeDoux, Kott, QGuttenberg, and Lynn were present
at the call to order. Representative Crawford arrived as the
neeting was in progress.

SB 177- PRACTI CE OF PSYCHOLOGY

REPRESENTATI VE KOIT announced that the only order of business
would be CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 177(HES), "An Act elimnating
the prohibition on the use by certain licensed professionals of
titles or descriptions of services that incorporate the terns
' psychoanal ysi s, ' psychoanal yst , ' psychot her apy,
' psychot herapeutic,' or 'psychotherapist.""

3:32: 54 PM

JASON HOCLEY, Staff to Senator Fred Dyson, Senate Health,
Education and Social Services Standing Commttee, Alaska State
Legi sl ature, Sponsor, noted a Iletter from the sponsor in
menbers’ packets, which discusses the standards for |icensure of
each professional group affected by SB 177. He said that each
profession requires a masters’ degree, at |east one year of
supervi sed experience, in addition to a board exam M . Hool ey
related the sponsor's concern that the individuals practicing
the services described in the  bill be qualified and
satisfactorily supervised.

3:33:48 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX inquired as to the training a |icensed
clinical social worker (LCSW, licensed nmarital and famly
t herapi st (LMFT), or a licensed professional counselor receives
i n psychoanal ysi s.

3:34:20 PM

ANNE L. HENRY, Chair, Al aska Board of Licensed Professional
Counsel or s, expl ai ned t hat psychi atrists have typically
performed psychoanalysis, as this was the original technique
used in psychotherapy. She said that several techniques evol ved
out of this, including Gestalt therapy. Mari anne Robi nson, she
said, is a practitioner in Anchorage who has a [Msters in
soci al work], and has received years of psychoanalytic training.
She expl ained that [Ms. Robinson] is the “main person” who would
like this changed. She said that she is wunsure of the
requirenment for training and supervised practice, but said that
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generally, there is “quite a bit” of work involved, along wth
nati onal certification

3:36:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX remarked that the bill appears to be for
one person, and inquired about practitioners who my not be
qualified, but would be able to use the terns if the bill
passes.

M5. HENRY replied that there is an “ethical code” for each of
the four disciplines. This code, she said, acts as part of the
di sci plinary policy. She stated that one of the main sections
of the disciplinary code states that a person nust not practice
any nodality in which he or she has not been adequately trained.
If a person does this, she said, his or her l|icense my be
revoked and a fine nay be assessed. She opined that this is “as
stiff as it can get,” adding that a person who takes the tine to

get licensed does not want to lose the |icense. In regard to
whet her SB 289 is for the benefit of one person, she said that
this is incorrect. She explained that when psychol ogists were
originally witing statutes for I|icensure, the intent was to
restrict the |anguage that applies to psychotherapy and
psychoanal ysi s; however, other practitioners began to be

licensed. The [psychol ogi sts] have realized, she said, that the
ternms were unjustly restricted. Ms. Henry stated that the bil
is intended to rectify a conflict between the current statutes
and Medicaid regulations. She explained that Medi cai d
recogni zes “psychotherapy” as a service and allows for all of
the four nental health professions to bill for this service.
She said that the bill was brought forward by several directors
of state funded mental health facilities who were concerned with
t hi s discrepancy.

3:38: 58 PM

M5. HENRY went on to say that the [Board of Psychol ogists and
Psychol ogi cal Associ ate Exam ners] decided to renpbve the
restriction on “psychoanal ysis” and “psychoanal ytical,” as they
do not practice these nodalities.

ACTI NG CHAI R KOTT cl osed public testinony.

3:40: 11 PM
REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX said that she is still unconfortable with
“psychoanal ysi s” and “psychoanal yst,” noting t hat t he
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practitioner may be punished if training is not “adequate.” She
expressed concern with the term “adequate.”

3:41:23 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CRAWORD noved to report CSSB 177(HES) out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSSB 177(HES) was
reported fromthe House Labor and Commrerce Standing Commttee.
3:42: 24 PM

ADJ OQURNNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Labor and Commerce Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at
3:43:11 PM
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