ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE JUDI CI ARY STANDI NG COW TTEE
Anchor age, Al aska
August 10, 2005
1:35 p.m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Lesil MQiire, Chair
Represent ati ve Tom Ander son
Represent ati ve Nancy Dahl strom

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representati ve John Coghill
Representative Pete Kott
Representative Les Gara
Representati ve Max G uenberg

COW TTEE CALENDAR
OVERVI EWS): WESTLAW
- HEARD
PREVI QUS COMM TTEE ACTI ON
No previous action to record
W TNESS REGQ STER

PAUL RI CHARDS, Lobbyi st

for Thomson West

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During the overview of Wstlaw, provided
i ntroductory and cl osi ng conments.

ALLAN M LLOY, Manager

West ern Regi onal Sal es

Rocky Mount ai n Regi on

Thonson West

Vancouver, Washi ngton

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Assisted in presenting the overview of
West | aw.

Rl CHARD "RI CK" BROWN, Director
Codes Content Center
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Vést

Thonson West

Eagan, M nnesota

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Assisted in presenting the overview of
West | aw.

JOSEPH J. KUBES, Director

Government Rel ations and Contracts

West

Thonmson West

Eagan, M nnesota

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Assisted in presenting the overview of
West | aw.

HEATHER NOBREGA, St af f

to Representative Nornman Rokeberg

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Asked a question during the overview of
West | aw.

CRAI G JOHNSQN, Staff

to Representative Lesil MGuire

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Asked a question during the overview of
West | aw.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR LESIL MGURE called the House Judiciary Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:35:05 PM Represent ati ves
McGuire, Anderson, and Dahlstrom were present at the call to
or der.

OVERVI EW( S)

VWESTLAW

CHAI R McGU RE announced that the only order of business would be
t he overvi ew regardi ng West !l aw.

PAUL RICHARDS, Lobbyist for Thonmson Wst, after introducing

himself and Allan MIloy, relayed that [Thonmson Wst] has a 130-
year history of publishing.
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ALLAN M LLOY, Manager, Wstern Regional Sales, Rocky Muntain
Regi on, Thomson West, spoke. [His initial conments were
i ndi scernible due to lack of proximty to a mcrophone.] He
rel ayed that [Thonson West] is one of the divisions of Thonson

and that Thonson is one of the leaders [in providing] global
information in the fields of legal and regulatory information;
tax, accounting, financial information; and scientific and
heal t hcare information. [ Thomson West] provides "nust-have”
information, and supports over 20 mllion wusers around the
worl d, he remarked, and went on to detail sonme conpany revenue
figures and nunbers of enpl oyees.

MR MLLOY nentioned West and Westlaw, and said that [West]
publ i shes cases, statutes, and code, and "all of the secondary
information that help attorneys do a better job for their
clients.” For Alaska, [Wst] publishes the Al aska Reporter and
the Alaska Digest. He indicated that the intent of the overview
is to discuss the possibility of publishing state statutes,
since the contract for doing so is comng up for review this
year. M. MIlloy referred to Joseph Kubes and Richard "Rick"
Br own.

1:43: 06 PM

RICHARD "RICK' BROM, Director, Codes Content Center, West,
Thonmson  West, spoke. [ Some  of his presentation was
i ndi scernible due to lack of proximty to a mcrophone.] He

relayed that he would be speaking specifically about West,
referenced a Power Poi nt presentation, and descri bed what various
pages of the PowerPoint presentation pertained to. He outli ned
the physical |ocation of Wst and the conpany's buildings,
provi ded historical background on West, and spoke of the nerger
of the conpanies that now make up the parent conpany. He said
t hat West has al ways been known for its case | aw and st at utes.

AN UNKNOWN SPEAKER renmarked on the size of the facility, that no
subcontracting is necessary, and that all of the conpany's
functions can be done in-house, under one roof.

SEVERAL UNKNOWN SPEAKERS, in response to a question, comrented
on the size and nunber of Westlaw s databases, on the nunber of
references attorneys enployed by Wst, on the custoner and
techni cal support services offered by the conpany, on how
i nterconnected the functions of the conpany are, and how devoted
the conpany is to producing a quality product.
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[ Some further conments were indiscernible due to background
noi ses. ]

AN UNKNOMN SPEAKER referenced the PowerPoint presentation and
said, "This is the way our statutes |ook online now and
we've spent a lot of time, a lot of energy, and a |ot of noney
presenting our statutory material in a nore user-friendly way."

1: 51: 02 PM

AN  UNKNOMWN SPEAKER remarked that attorney staff read every
single reported Alaska Court of Appeals case and every single
Al aska Suprene Court case so that the cases can be included in
the Al aska Reporter. The cases are also being |ooked at to see

whet her they "construe any statute"; if any do, then the statute
editor is notified. He added: "We're the only publisher that
is going through the cases [at] that l|evel of detail, and that
gives us the unique ability to ... [ensure] that there's no

case, that is germane, that is mssed and not referenced in a
statute set."

[ Some further comments by an unknown speaker were indiscernible
due to background noi ses. ]

AN UNKNOWN SPEAKER said that Wst has developed a research
system that one can use to find the points of |aw being sought;
he referred to this as the "Key Nunber System" and
characterized it as unique in the publishing world and as "the"
st andar d.

[ Some further comments were indiscernible due to background
noi ses and several people speaking at once.]

AN UNKNOWN SPEAKER characterized the aforenentioned system as
very, very concise, and relayed that there are 90,000 different
key nunbers and 410 topics avail abl e.

AN UNKNOWN SPEAKER said the aforenmentioned hel ps people nake
better decisions faster, because "once you find your point of
law, then you drill into that, and then you can see all of the
rel evant case law or statutes that deal with that point of [|aw
in any jurisdiction in the land."

REPRESENTATI VE = DAHLSTROM referring to a portion of the

Power Poi nt  presentation, asked whether West has devel oped
territories based on certain areas having simlar statutes.
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AN UNKNOWN SPEAKER indicated that it had not done so, but
relayed that "these particular publications are entirely case
| aw. " He posited that the distinctions between the different
publications are nmerely the result of historical accident.

AN UNKNOWN SPEAKER posited that the volunme of cases in any given
state mght have had sone influence in <creating the
di stinctions.

1:56: 03 PM

VR. BROWN, referring to a portion of the  Power Poi nt
presentation, said it is a map illustrating "our own proprietary
annotated statutes product.” He remarked that Wst now has "41

of them and has added 14 new annotated codes in the |ast eight
to nine years. He said that in doing so, Wst has |everaged its

history as a case law publisher, and has wused all of its
resources to create a new annotated statutory product that
really looks and feels different. He referenced what he called
the "central head notes database,” and said that over all the
years, West attorneys have witten 25 mllion head notes.

MR. BROMWN went on to say:

VWat we want to talk about is what our statutory

products could look like and how that's different.
These are all editorial enhancenents that are included
in every West statute product. United States Suprene
Court reference: these are references to Suprene
Court cases that took place outside of t he
jurisdiction. We have uniform |aws, commentary that
we reference. W reference law review conmentari es.

And that next line - (indisc.) a |lot of those |awers
co-op (ph) products that are now part of our famly.

United States Code - we reference the administrative
code in each jurisdiction; it 1is also inportant
information to link people to, whether you're working
online or in print. Hi storical notes describing the

| egislative history, the cross-references to other
statutory material within the sane statutory set.

And these two at the top are really the two that we
feel are nost inportant to a West product: the notes
of decisions - and those are where we use those head
notes, these are the case |law summaries that we use to
provide interpretations for what that statute neans -
and then the index. ... W've done a lot of market
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research and we found that ... sonewhere in the range
of 90 to 95 percent [of] people say that those top two
bullets are the things that really matter the nost -

these things are really essential. And the index is
sonmething we spent a lot of noney on doing; the notes
of decisions we spent a lot of nobney on. ... | want

[ Joseph Kubes] to show you, now, what this |ooks |ike
online and how it can work for us online.

1: 59: 34 PM

JOSEPH J. KUBES, Director, Governnent Relations and Contracts,
West, Thonmson West, said that if Wst were ever chosen to
publish Alaska's statutes, it would ook to integrate all of the
af orenenti oned sources and references into that publication so
that it could be a nore efficient and effective resource. Using
as an exanple for a search the term "good faith,” he said that
very few statute publications have on their face everything one
needs in order to understand the neaning behind a particular
term and that the references that Wst incorporates into its
publ i cations can be used as secondary resources for that purpose
- to garner a better understanding of a particular termas it is
being used in statute. Rel aying that Wstlaw has annotated
statutes for all 50 states plus the District of Colunbia, the
Commonweal th of Puerto Rico, and the territories of Guam and the
Virgin Islands, he then guided the conmmttee through an online
search via West| aw.

CHAI R M@U RE surm sed, then, that although Westlaw does not yet
publish Alaska's statutes, Wstlaw custonmers can still view
references them

MR. KUBES concurred, adding that although Wstlaw actually has
nore editorial enhancenents available, because it is not yet
publ i shing Alaska's statutes, those enhancenents have not vyet
been i ntegrat ed.

CHAIR McGUI RE asked M. Kubes to send the commttee a copy of a
statute book published by West.

MR. BROMW agreed to send the commttee a volune of statute
publ i shed by West and a volune of statute published by Lexus Law
Publ i shers ("Lexus"), both from the same jurisdiction, for
compari son purposes. He nentioned that in the states for which
West does not publish statutes, West provides information via
Lexus under a licensing agreenent.
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MR. KUBES relayed that what he is showing the commttee is
West's publication of North Carolina annotated statute and all
reported North Carolina cases that interpret or reference [a
particular statute], and described the specific aspects of what
the conmttee was viewing and how a person could go about
researching a particular topic.

MR. BROM referred to the "key nunber”, and said that by using
it, one can collect every head note that has ever been assigned
to that key nunber; for a state like Al aska, this feature would
be helpful in researching precedent outside of the state. He
nmentioned that this feature was so popular that [Westlaw
retrofitted every code to include that feature.

AN  UNI DENTI FIED SPEAKER referred to a "graphical user
interface," and said that with this feature, users can see - via
a flow chart of sorts - the path of a particular case; users can
see whether a case is still good law and how other cases have
treated it.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER, after describing for the conmttee what
it was |ooking at, said that the aforenmentioned feature becones
very handy in researching sem nal federal cases such as M randa
v. Arizona.

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON characterized Wstlaw s product as nore
centralized.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER referred to a feature he called "results
plus,” and said that this runs a query in secondary sources and
details how a case has been applied in other treatises.

CHAIR MGU RE characterized the Wstlaw features as great,
particularly from the viewpoint of a |awraker; being able to
quickly and easily research how other states treat certain
issues or what constitutional issues have been raised by the
passage of certain |laws woul d be very hel pful

MR. KUBES rel ayed that Wstlaw can also show what a particul ar
| aw | ooked like in the past and which provisions have since been
added or del et ed.

HEATHER NOBREGA, Staff to Representative Norman Rokeberg, Al aska

State Legislature, asked how many years that feature could go
back.
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SEVERAL UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKERS indicated that it could back to
the | ate 1980s.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER referred to another feature that would
"point up" any cases that have been decided within the last 60
days that affect a particular statute.

CHAIR McGU RE posited that it would be nice to be able to see
how a | aw one introduces ultimtely gets interpreted.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER, in response to a coment, relayed that
West's research and devel opnent budget s approximately a
gquarter of a billion dollars every year.

2:21:31 PM

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER nentioned that Legislative Legal and
Research Servi ces has access to Westl aw

CHAIR McGU RE opined that any contract entered into ought to
allow for the direct use of the online product by |egislators
Vi a passwords.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER, in response to a question, reiterated
that Legislative Legal and Research Services has access to
Westlaw, and said that the Alaska State Legislature already
purchases a nunber of state statutes and other treatises, in
print, from West. He added: We've been working wth the
libraries across the country to say, "Hey, if you'll agree to
keep these books online, we'll save the ... library 50 percent
of the ongoing upkeep and [at] the sane tine we'll also ... give
you unlimted use of Westlaw "

CHAIR McGQUI RE relayed, however, that it is nice to be able to
access witten statute books and recorders, particularly during
a neeting.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER said that the |egislature could keep the
printed materials, but cut the cost of wupdating those books
while also giving legislators unlimted access to Westlaw, this
could result in a savings of $15,000 a year.

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON opi ned that every |egislator should have

access to a web-based service |like Westlaw as well as access to
one source of printed materials.
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AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER rel ayed that Westlaw can also cite other
court docunents such as the collection of briefs filed wth
certain courts regarding a particular t opi c, and rmade
suggestions for how such information m ght be used.

2:29: 04 PM

MR. RICHARDS relayed that in arranging for this overview, the
speakers had hoped to provide infornmation about their conpany's
product to [the |egislature].

CRAIG JOHNSON, sStaff to Representative Lesil MGQuire, Al aska
State Legislature, asked how far back would a Westl aw product go
with regard to Al aska statutes.

SEVERAL UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKERS rel ayed that West has the ability
to go back a nunber of years, perhaps as far back as 1994.

MR. M LLOY concurred that the goal of the overview was to share
with the conmttee what types of information the |Ilegislature
woul d have access to from West, and that Wst wants to nake
itself available to the Ilegislature. He said that Wst does
business with the state courts and nunicipalities, and suggested
that the committee research what other conpanies can offer in
the way of a simlar product.

CHAI R McGU RE asked whet her attorney general's opinions would be
accessi ble via Westl aw.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER sai d t hey woul d be.
ADJ OURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Judi ciary Standing Conmittee neeting was adjourned at 2:32 p.m
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