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KARLEEN JACKSOQON, Conmi ssi oner

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Provi ded comments during the overvi ew.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAI R PEGGY WLSON call ed the House Health, Education and Socia
Services Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 4:18:34 PM
Representatives WIlson and Cissna were present at the call to
order.

Overvi ew. Using Al aska's Healthcare Dollars Wsely: Revi ew of
Fi nal Recommendati ons

4:20: 34 PM

CHAI R WLSON [announced that the only order of business would be
a review of the final recomendations regarding using Alaska's
heal t hcare dollars w sely].

The conmttee took an at-ease from4:21 p.m to 4:24 p. m

CHAI R W LSON recapped the process that the comrmttee has engaged
in thus far wth regard to discussing the topic of using
Al aska's healthcare dollars wi sely, and highlighted the issues
of changi ng denographi cs, budget concerns, sustainable prograns,
and working together on conmmon goals. She indicated that the
House Health, Education and Social Services Standing Committee
would be forwarding its eight recommendations on to the new
| egi slature and the new adm ni strati on.

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA spoke of her concern regarding preparing
Al aska for an wuncertain future, particularly with regard to
funding efforts, and acknow edged the difficulty of getting the
public involved in becomng partners [wth the state] in making
t he tough deci sions. She noted that many agencies and entities
now use teleconference and videoconference technol ogy, posited
that the use of such technology by the legislature could really
be helpful in bringing people from all over Alaska into the
di scussion, and suggested inserting another reconmendation after
recommendation (4) that would read [original punct uati on
provi ded] :

The process for health care system inprovenent nust

include public coment and «collaboration as an
inmportant elenent at all layers of health policy
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devel opnent and i mpl enent ati on. Expand t he
| egislature's wuse of comunication technology to
economcally bring people throughout the state face-
to-face with legislative health commttees and policy
makers.

CHAIR WLSON observed that the recently approved ballot neasure
that [statutorily] reduces the legislative session to 90 days
will have an inpact on the anobunt of tinme available for public
participation in legislative matters.

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA remarked that the l|egislature could hold
nore interim neetings, at which videoconferencing technol ogy
coul d be used.

CHAIR WLSON surmsed that Representative Cissna's additiona
recommendation would be inserted after recommendation (4) and
then the remaining reconmendati ons woul d be renunbered.

4:34: 56 PM

STEPHANIE BIRCH, Chief, Wnen & Children, and Famly Health,
Division of Public Health, Departnent of Health and Soci al
Services (DHSS), relayed that she has updated the |ist of Al aska
State health plans and special reports; spoke of the Early
Chi | dhood Conprehensive Care Systens (ECCS) Gant, information
about which can be found on the Ofice of Children's Services
(OCS) web site; noted the inpact pre-conception and prenatal
care for the nother can have on efforts to have healthy babies
and stinulate early child brain devel opnent; and suggested that
| anguage regardi ng such care be added to recommendation (4).

CHAIR WLSON expressed a willingness to add concepts that would
i nprove the reconmmendations. She noted that Representative
Seaton had suggested the use of a pilot project that would
distribute vitamns, especially those containing folic acid, to
young wonen; characterized that as an excellent reconmendation
and offered her observation that the nunber of personal care
attendants (PCAs) has "nushrooned over night from 8 mllion to
80 mllion."

4:42:23 PM
JERRY FULLER, Project Director, Ofice of Program Review, Ofice
of the Comm ssioner, Departnent of Health and Social Services

(DHSS), after relaying that he is the Medicaid director,
suggested that an epidem ol ogi st should called upon to assist in
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any vitamn distribution pilot project so as to ensure that the
sanple size of the project is sufficient to arrive at valid and
applicable results.

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA pointed out that recommendations (6) and
(7) speak to the issue of having the studies be scientific in
nature so as to facilitate the instituting of proper courses of
action by policynmakers.

MR. FULLER, on the issues of health savings accounts and
consunmer directed healthcare, said his information indicates
that there is a certain segnment of the population for which such
things nake quite good sense and provide a good way for
relatively healthy, relatively wealthy folks to save noney.
Furthernore, health savings accounts have been incorporated into
t he Fl ori da Medi cai d denonstrati on wai ver, t hough any
concl usi ons about how applicable health savings accounts and
hi gh- deducti bl e i nsurance plans are to other popul ations - those
| ess healthy and definitely poor - aren't available yet, and so
it may be premature to junp conpletely into such prograns.
Referring to PCAs, he asked the commttee to keep in mnd that
it takes a significant amount of oversight to keep things on
track, and so additional resources nmay be necessary in order to
ensure that the "truly needy"” get the services they need.

4:48: 57 PM

KARLEEN JACKSON, Comm ssioner, Departnment of Health and Soci al
Services (DHSS), extended her thanks to everyone who' d been
involved in the process of conmpiling the commttee's
recommendat i ons.

CHAIR WLSON said she would |like to have the aforenentioned
suggestions incorporated into the recomendati ons.

The conmttee took an at-ease from4:50 p.m to 4:55 p. m

CHAIR WLSON said she would seek committee nenbers' consensus on
adding the aforenentioned suggestions to the recomendations;
after those suggestions are incorporated, the reconmendations
will be sent to both the incom ng and outgoing adm nistrations,
perhaps individual |egislators, and the appropriate |egislative
comittees.

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA suggested that the House Health, Education

and Soci al Servi ces St andi ng Commi ttee al so host an
informational neeting for all legislators - both returning and
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new - specifically outlining the information gleaned from these
interim neetings, and the resultant recommendations, perhaps
even making use of the legislature' s existing videoconferencing
equi pnent to do so.

COW SSI ONER JACKSON noted that it would be helpful for the
committee to specifically ask the conm ssioner of the DHSS -
whether that is her or a new appointee - to conduct such
briefings for new [and returning] |egislators, adding that those
briefings could be tailored to fit specific needs.

CHAIR WLSON thanked everyone who'd been involved in the
process, and said she would try to have the recomendations
concurred upon, finalized, and distributed by Decenber 1, 2006.

M5. BIRCH suggested that that information also be forwarded to
the organi zations that sponsored the first neeting of the House
Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Committee on the
i ssue of using Al aska's healthcare dollars w sely.

ADJ QURNIVENT

5:04: 24 PM

There being no further business before the conmttee, the House

Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Committee neeting
was adjourned at 5:04 p. m
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