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COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO 356
"An Act relating to consent for nedical and dental services,
i ncl udi ng bone marrow donation, for a mnor."

- HEARD AND HELD

HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 33

Uging the Al aska Departnent of Health and Social Services to
seek authority and funding from the United States Departnent of
Veterans Affairs to establish a system allow ng Al aska veterans
treatnment in both public and private Al aska facilities.

- HEARD AND HELD

HOUSE BI LL NO. 430

"An Act meking an appropriation for the construction of the
Pal mer Senior Citizen Center; and providing for an effective
date."

- MOVED HB 430 OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 255(FIN)

"An Act extending the termnation date and duties for the Board
of Examiners in Optonetry; anending the licensing, endorsenent,
and renewal provisions for optonetrists; and providing for an
effective date.”
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- MOVED CSSB 255 (FIN) OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE Bl LL NO. 436

“"An Act requiring the Departnment of Health and Social Services
to enploy a sufficient nunber of social workers; relating to the
protection of children in need of aid by reducing the casel oads
and supervisory duties to conply wth certain national
standards; and providing for an effective date."

- HEARD AND HELD
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 356

SHORT TITLE: M NORS: MEDI CAL CONSENT, | NCL BONE MARROW
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) GATTO

01/ 11/ 06 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 11/ 06 (H HES, JUD

03/ 02/ 06 (H) HES AT 3:45 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 02/ 06 (H <Bi ||l Hearing Cancel ed>

03/ 21/ 06 (H HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 21/ 06 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

03/ 23/ 06 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

BILL: HIR 33

SHORT TITLE: SUPPORTI NG | N- STATE MED. CARE FOR VETS
SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) KOTT

02/ 13/ 06 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 13/ 06 (H) M.V, HES

03/ 02/ 06 (H M.V AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 02/ 06 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 02/ 06 (H M NUTE( MLV)

03/ 03/ 06 (H M.V RPT 4DP

03/ 03/ 06 (H DP: ELKINS, THOVAS, DAHLSTROM LYNN
03/ 23/ 06 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

BILL: HB 430
SHORT TI TLE. APPROP: PALMER SENI OR Cl TI ZEN CENTER
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) GATTO

02/ 06/ 06 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 06/ 06 (H HES, FIN

03/ 02/ 06 (H) HES AT 3:45 PM CAPI TOL 106

03/ 02/ 06 (H <Bi |l Hearing Cancel ed>

03/ 23/ 06 (H HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106
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BILL: SB 255
SHORT TI TLE: OPTOVETRY: EXTEND BD/ LI C. ENDORSEMENT
SPONSCR(s) : RULES BY REQUEST OF LEG BUDGET & AUDI T

01/ 30/ 06 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

01/ 30/ 06 (S) L&C, FIN

02/ 14/ 06 (S L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

02/ 14/ 06 (S) Moved CSSB 255(L&C) Qut of Conmittee

02/ 14/ 06 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

02/ 16/ 06 (S L&C RPT CS 5DP NEW Tl TLE

02/ 16/ 06 (S) DP: BUNDE, DAVI S, ELLI S, SEEKI NS,
STEVENS B

03/ 01/ 06 (S FIN RPT CS 5DP NEW Tl TLE

03/ 01/ 06 (S) DP: BUNDE, HOFFMAN, OLSON, DYSON,
STEDVAN

03/ 01/ 06 (S FIN AT 9: 00 AM SENATE FI NANCE 532

03/ 01/ 06 (S) Moved CSSB 255(FIN) Qut of Committee

03/ 01/ 06 (S) M NUTE( FI N)

03/ 03/ 06 (S) TRANSM TTED TO (H)

03/ 03/ 06 (S) VERSI ON:  CSSB 255( FI N)

03/ 06/ 06 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

03/ 06/ 06 (H HES, L&C, FIN

03/ 13/ 06 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 13/ 06 (H <Pendi ng Referral >

03/ 23/ 06 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

BILL: HB 436
SHORT TITLE: SOCI AL WORKER CASELQADS & WORKLOADS
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) GARA

02/ 08/ 06 (H READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
02/ 08/ 06 (H) HES, FIN
03/ 23/ 06 (H) HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

AMY SALTZMAN, St af f

to Representative Carl Gatto

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 356 on behalf of the sponsor,
Representative Gatto.

CODY RICE, Staff

to Representative Carl Gatto
Al aska State Legislature
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PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions, during hearing of HB
356, and presented HB 430 on behalf of Representative Gatto,
sponsor.

M CHAEL O HARE, Staff

to Representative Pete Kott

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HIJIR 33 on behalf of the sponsor,
Representative Kott.

DAVI D STOCKWELL, Associ ate Director

Al aska Veterans Heal thcare System and Regional Ofice

U. S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs

(No address provided)

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing of HIR 33, answered
guesti ons.

DAVE W LLI AMS, Program Coor di nat or

Di vision of Al aska Pioneer Hones

Departnent of Health and Social Services

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During hearing of HIR 33, answered
guesti ons.

VIRG NIA SMLEY, D rector

Di vision of Al aska State Pioneer Hones

Department of Health and Social Services

Juneau, Al aska

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing of HIR 33, answered
guesti ons.

RI CK DAVI DGE, President

Vi et nam Vet erans of America, Al aska Chapter 904

Anchor age, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Testimony on HIR 33 was read by Kevin
M CGee.

MARCI A HOFFMAN- DEVOE, Al aska Veterans Healthcare System and
Regi onal Ofice

U. S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During hearing of HIR 33, answered
guesti ons.

TOM MAHER, St af f

to Senator Gene Therriault
Al aska State Legislature
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POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Presented SB 255 on behalf of Senator
Therriaul t.

PAT DAVI DSON, Legislative Auditor

Legi sl ative Audit D vision (LAD)

Legi sl ative Affairs Agency

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions on CSSB 255.

REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke as the sponsor of HB 436.

TAMMY SANDOVAL, Deputy Comm ssi oner

O fice of Children's Services

Department of Health and Social Services
Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified on HB 436.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAI R PEGGY W LSON cal l ed the House Heal th, Education and Soci a
Services Standing Committee neeting to order at 3:08:49 PM
Representatives Seaton, Gatto, Kohring, G ssna, Gardner, and
Wl son were present at the call to order

HB 356- M NORS: MEDI CAL CONSENT, | NCL BONE MARROW

3:09:15 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 356, "An Act relating to consent for nedical and
dental services, including bone marrow donation, for a mnor."

3:09:43 PM

AMY SALTZMAN, Staff to Representative Carl Gatto, Al aska State
Legislature, presented HB 356 paraphrasing from the sponsor
statenent as follows [original punctuation provided]:

House Bill 356 allows a mnor wth doctoral and
parental consent to donate bone marrow.

Bone nmarrow contains stem «cells, which can be
transplanted into a person to restore stem cells that
were destroyed by high doses of chenotherapy and/or
radi ati on. The National Cancer Institute reports that
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bone marrow transplants are nobst comonly used for
treating persons with |eukema or |ynphonma, and may
also be used to treat childhood brain tunors and
neur obl ast oma

Eligibility to receive a bone nmarrow donation is based
on the tissue conpatibility with that of the donor.

Tissue type is inherited, thus patients are nost
likely to match soneone of their same race and
ethnicity. According the Al aska Blood Bank of the
available 3.5 mllion volunteers on the Nationa

Registry only 1.3% could be possible matches to a
Native Anerican. Wth the large Native population in
Alaska it is essential that there be an increase in
the availability of possible matches for bone marrow
transpl ants.

The National Bone Marrow Donor Program (NVDP) does not
allow for mnors to participate in testing determ ning
capability for bone marrow donation. The reasoning
cited by the NVDP has been that mnors are not capable
to consent to the nedical procedures. The reasoning
for this limtation is unclear. This procedure would
only be done for a mnor with the proper consent of
t he parent, guardi an, and physi ci an.

Current nmedi cal pr ocedur es have created t he
possibility for Iless painful transplant procedures.
Donating nmarrow typically does not create significant
probl enms for the donor because only a small anount of
marrow i s needed. The body replaces the |lost nmarrow in
only a few weeks.

Al'lowing for donations of bone marrow by mnors could
significantly inmprove the odds of survival for many
Al askans. This legislation is inperative if Al askans
are to win the fight against | eukem a or |ynphona.

3:10: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO added that only 1 percent of the registry
occupants are Native, and thus within that 1 percent is where a
mat ch would be for [Native Americans]. It's only "a percent of
a percent," he said. Therefore, the hope is that by allow ng
young people to donate, the nunber of Native Anericans eligible
to donate woul d be increased.
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3:11: 24 PM

M5. SALTZMAN informed the conmttee that there are two different
procedures used to [donate and transplant] bone marrow, one of
which is simlar to blood donation. She also informed the
commttee that if a match is found, there is |less than 5 percent
chance that the transplant won't worKk.

3:12:16 PM
REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA inquired as to the statutory protections
for a mnor with parental and doctoral consent, although the

m nor doesn't want to donate the bone narrow.

M5. SALTZMAN noted that regardless of age, there is counseling

when there is a bone marrow donation. Furthernore, a donation
would only occur if it's in the best interest of everyone
i nvol ved. In regard to specific statutory protections, M.

Saltzman of fered to research that.
3:13: 23 PM

CODY RICE, Staff to Representative Gatto, Al aska State
Legislature, related his understanding the mnors aren't capable
of giving consent and thus [whether there is protection for a
mnor] is a noot point. He suggested that whether a mnor could
give or refuse consent if the parent gave consent woul d probably
require a | egal opinion.

3:13: 55 PM

CHAIR WLSON, drawi ng upon her experience as a nurse, related
that when a child doesn't want an [V, although it's in the
child s best interest, the IVis given if the parents have given
per m ssi on.

3:14: 09 PM

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA opined that it's different when the
donor's body part is being used for sonmeone el se. She nentioned
the possibility of a sibling constantly being used as a "body
bank"™ for another sibling, which could endanger the donating
sibling's life. She questioned whether one child should be used
as a body bank for another.

MR RICE said although that is a legitinate question, the
question assunes that a doctor would breach the Hi ppocratic OGath
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that he/she "shall do no harm"” He agreed with Representative
Cissna that giving an IV to a child for his/her best interest is
different than to force one to donate, which may not be in that
[child s] best interest. The aforenentioned would be a
difficult ethical situation for a doctor.

3:15:29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA requested an answer to her earlier
guestion regardi ng whether there are statutory protections for a
m nor who doesn't consent to providing bone nmarrow. She
inquired as to what other states are doing.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER said she shares the sanme concerns. She
then inquired as to the risk factors involved to the donor
chi |l d.

CHAIR WLSON requested that the answers be provided by the tinme
the legislation reaches the House Judiciary Standing Commttee,
which is the next commttee of referral for HB 356.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER suggested that the |anguage may not do
what is being requested because the services being requested
aren't for the [donating] m nor.

CHAIR WLSON said that, too, would be addressed in the next
commttee of referral.

3:17:34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON hi ghlighted a Washington Post article in
the bill packet that relates that the National Marrow Donor
Program (NVDP) opposed legislation simlar to HB 356 due to the
associ ated nedi cal risks. He inquired as to the risks for a
m nor that are not associated with an adult donor.

M5. SALTZMAN related her wunderstanding that bone marrow is
"ripe" at the age of 16 and over. The NVDP chose the age of 18
because that's the general age of consent. The Maryl and
| egislation was | eft broad such that when the physician consents
and it's in the best interest of the donor and the donee, the
m nor can donate bone marrow.

MR RICE interjected his belief [that the Maryland | egislation]

pl aced the policy call into the hands of those nost famliar
with the risk and the need, which is the physician.
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3:19:56 PM

M5. SALTZMAN, in further response to Representative Seaton, said
that she spoke with many physicians who didn't relate or inply
that [there are different risks for those 16-18 years of age and
those ol der]. However, physicians did say that every individua
is different and that a thorough background check is conpleted
for the donor and the recipient.

3:21:41 PM
REPRESENTATI VE  GATTO turned attention to t he Mar yl and

| egi sl ation, which specified that the bone marrow donation mnust
be in the best interest of the donee and that there is no

substantial risk to the donor. The | anguage "substantial risk"
seens to clearly identify that there is a risk, but it seens to
be wei ghed against the benefit. Representative Gatto concl uded

by opining that he couldn't imagine any physician taking bone
marrow froma child who didn't want the procedure.

3:23: 38 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA posed a hypothetical situation in which a
three-year-old may be the only donor match for his/her five-
year-old sibling. In such a life and death situation it's
difficult to make decisions, and thus it's inportant to address
matters before such a situation. She expressed the need to hear
from physi ci ans who have actually been involved in these cases.

3:25: 24 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO nentioned that the situation Representative
Ci ssna posed isn't the issue being addressed by HB 356.

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA pointed out that this legislation nerely
refers to a mnor and doesn't specify any age.

3:25:46 PM

CHAIR WLSON noted that one's bone marrow cells need to be
mat ure, and thus [bone marrow donation] isn't usually done wth
younger children. She then remnded the committee that bone
marrow could be mature for those age 16 and over.

3:26: 23 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA pointed out that HB 356 adds bone narrow
donation to those [nedical services for which a parent or |ega

guardian of a mnor can give consent]. Therefore, [nedical

services] could refer to any nunber of things.

MR RICE said that wasn't the intention of the sponsor, and thus
he suggested that the sponsor would be anenable to an anmendnent
to provide clarity.

3:26:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER expressed the need to know nore about the
risk factors to the donor as well as the issue with regard to
the age [of a mnor]. Representative Gardner said that she read
the legislation such that nedical services could include the
donati on of a kidney.

MR. RICE said he suspected that if such isn't listed under [what
is considered to be nedical services], it would be difficult to
prove that it's acceptable to do other procedures such as give
consent for a mnor to donate a kidney.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER commented that she didn't believe it
woul d be excl uded.

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA suggested that a legal opinion would be
necessary.

3:27:49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO suggested that these matters could be
addressed after testinony is taken.

CHAI R W LSON announced that no one had signed up to testify.
3:28: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON requested that the sponsor check with the
NVDP with regard to the risks that caused the organization to
oppose | owering the donor's age to 16.

3:28:26 PM

CHAIR WLSON pointed out that the statute already includes the
dental and nedical services and covers a mnor not living with

t he guardi an. Therefore, she said that Representative Cissna's
concerns are already covered, although not for bone marrow.
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3:29: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON pointed out that the statute being
nodified is for the mnor giving consent for his/her own nedical
treatnent, if he/she isn't with the parent. However, the
[language in HB 356] addresses a parent giving consent for a
m nor, which seens to be in the wong [statute] and thus needs
to be clarified.

[ HB 356 was hel d over. ]

HIJR 33- SUPPORTI NG | N- STATE MED. CARE FOR VETS

CHAIR WLSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO. 33, Urging the Al aska Departnent of
Health and Social Services to seek authority and funding from
the United States Departnent of Veterans Affairs to establish a
system allowing Alaska veterans treatnment in both public and
private Al aska facilities.

3:30:16 PM

M CHAEL O HARE, Staff to Representative Pete Kott, introduced
HIR 33, on behalf of Representative Kott paraphrasing from the
sponsor statenment as follows [original punctuation provided]:

Wth approximately 72,000 veterans that call our great
state home, | believe that Alaska's veterans deserve
top quality health care in their own comunities.
Currently forced to seek nedical treatnent with US
Veteran's facilities, many of these heroes have to
| eave their comunities and even go outside of Al aska.
Many mllions of dollars have been spent in airfare
alone in order to get Al askan's treatnent when the
treatment and facilities are available in state. This
policy is costly and inefficient, and it disrupts
Al askans' |ives.

House Joint Resolution 33 urges the United States
Department of Veterans' Affairs to authorize funding
and nmanagenent to establish a system whereby Veterans
can seek treatnent from nedical facilities other than
that of the US Mlitary and Veteran's Affairs
doctors and hospitals, many of which are available in
the State of Alaska. This would give veterans a
greater choice and flexibility for healthcare and
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increase the interaction between the Departnent and
Mlitary and Veterans Affairs doctors and the public
and private nedical facilities in the state thus,
significantly reducing nedical costs and increasing
efficiency for veterans' nedical care. This system
woul d  support the use of a veteran's nedical
identification card as an insurance card for nedical
billing to the US  Departnment of Mlitary and
Veteran's Affairs.

The passage of HIR 33 will give veterans a choice, and
will allow themlocal access to quality healthcare.
3:32:29 PM

CHAIR WLSON related that veterans who conme to a clinic have to
call ahead and receive permssion to receive treatnent at the

clinic. The aforenentioned permssion takes sonme time to
obt ai n. How would this |egislation change the aforenentioned,
she asked.

MR O HARE related his wunderstanding that the veteran would
present his/her veteran's nedical identification card. There
woul d be an agreenent between the U S. Departnent of Veterans'
Affairs and the nedical community to accept the aforenentioned
identification card as an insurance card in order that veterans
can receive treatnment in a conpetitive nmanner wthin the
comuni ty. In response to Representative Gtto, M. O Hare
specified that the nearest Veterans' Adm nistration (VA
hospitals are located in Seattle and O egon.

3:33:46 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO indicated that perhaps even taking the
airfare into consideration, in-state treatnment options nmay be
nore costly. He questioned whether there is any way to match

information wth regard to the <cost of Alaska' s veterans
recei ving nedical services in state versus out of state.

3:35:16 PM
REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA, drawi ng upon her experience with her late

husband who was a veteran and di scussions with other veterans
related that the travel required to reach approved VA hospitals

poses a risk on the ill veteran. She recalled that often her
husband couldn't receive his treatnent because, after traveling
to the hospital, he wasn't well enough. Furthernore, the
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airfare can be expensive. She, too, inquired as to the current
regul ations for veterans living in the Bush.

MR. O HARE related his understanding that veterans are required
to go to a veterans' hospital for certain treatnents. Thi s
resolution attenpts to help mnimze the cost, tine, and traunma
of travel in order to allow the veterans to seek treatnent in an
in-state facility if possible. M. O Hare acknow edged that the
costs [for nedical treatnment] may be nore expensive in Al aska
than in the Lower 48, even with the flight costs. Therefore, he
suggested that there should be an option for the veteran wth
regard to where to receive treatnent.

3:38:49 PM
CHAIR WLSON noted that sone insurance conpanies will offer the
option of flying a patient to [the Lower 48], if it's cost
effective.
3:39: 05 PM

DAVI D STOCKWELL, Associate Director, Al aska Veterans Healthcare
System and Regi onal Ofice, U S. Departrment of Veterans Affairs,
explained that the $2 mllion was the entire travel budget for
the year stated. However, only around $600,000 was spent to
send patients to the Seattle and Portland VA facilities. He
noted that a fair anmount of noney is spent for patients to
access nedical care in the state as well. M. Stockwell related
that for fiscal year (FY) 04 a little over $17 mllion was saved
by using federal facilities.

3:40:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO poi nted out that the analysis of the fiscal
note by the Departnent of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
indicates that three new positions wuld be necessary. However,
none of the three new positions are shown in the fiscal note for
succeedi ng years. He then inquired as to the neaning of the
references to "$14,700 ml|", "$10,000 m ", and "$25,000 m|".

MR. STOCKWELL said that he didn't have the fiscal note to which
Representative Gatto referred. However, he related that the
U.S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs budget for Alaska is about
$103 mllion a year.

3:42: 24 PM
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DAVE W LLI AMS, Program Coordinator, Division of Alaska Pioneer
Hones, Department of Health and Soci al Services (DHSS),
explained that the $85.3 [million] is to fund one position to
work out how this funding process would be addressed. M.
WIllians related support for the concept proposed in HIR 33, but
he enphasized that it wll take sone work to achieve the goal of
treating the state's veterans in state. Wth regard to the
anal ysis provided in the fiscal note, M. WIllianms said that the
figures presented were received from the U S. Departnent of
Veterans Affairs. He specified that the "$14,700 m|" refers to
$14.7 mllion. The U S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs
estimated that it would have spent $10 mllion if veterans had
been sent to in-state hospitals.

3:45:40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON turned attention to the portion of the
fiscal note analysis that relates that 40 percent of Al aska's
health care budget for veterans paid providers in Al aska
community settings to provide care to veterans to supplenent
what is provided directly through the in-state VA outpatient
clinics. Therefore, he questioned whether the goal of HIR 33 is
bei ng acconplished already with that 40 percent of the budget.

MR. STOCKWELL agreed that the aforenentioned 40 percent of the
budget is spent to obtain health care from conmunity providers
and hospitals wthin the state on behalf of veterans.
Therefore, when a patient isn't nmedically stable to transport,
the care is purchased in the comunity. He then highlighted
t hat about 600 patients a year are admtted to the Joint Venture
Hospital on El nmendorf Air Force Base and cared for by VA
provi ders. He acknow edged that everyone can't nanage to get to
Anchorage for care at the medically appropriate tinme, and thus a
fair amount of care is already purchased fromthe comunity.

3:47:10 PM
CHAIR WLSON surmsed that [to acconplish the goal of HIR 33],

the state would have to get permssion at the federal |evel
whi ch could be difficult if it's an increase.

3:47:. 37 PM
MR. STOCKWELL, in response to Chair WIlson, clarified that
Al aska only has the |argest nunber of veterans when viewed on a

per capita basis. In fact, Alaska has practically the |east
total nunber of veterans in the state.
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3:47:59 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER recalled that during a recent visit with
the staff of the Alaska Veterans Healthcare System it was
related that the Veterans Adm nistration in Anchorage is working
on arrangenents with hospitals in Anchorage to encourage and
i ncrease the use of those facilities by veterans.

MR. STOCKWELL noted that there is a new construction project to
build a larger outpatient facility next to the existing federal
hospital on Elnmendorf Air Force Base in order to expand the
scope of services offered for outpatients. There is also a
contract with [Providence Medical Center] such that al nost one-
third of all adm ssions go to the aforenentioned facility. M.
Stockwel | said that there is no strategic effort to expand the
use of community hospitals.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked if there is a reason that only 30
percent of veterans are going to Providence Medical Center. She
further asked if nore could be sent there if the contract was
different.

MR. STOCKWELL specified that the first choice is for veterans to
go to the Elnendorf Air Force Base facility, but if the services
aren't available the veteran is sent to Providence Medical
Center. The other third of the adm ssions in state are due to it
not being nedically safe to transport the patient. About t hat
same nunber of patients are sent to Seattle for mmjor tertiary
care. He noted that sone of the care for which veterans are
sent out of state to obtain can't be obtained in state.

3:50: 47 PM

VIRGANNA SMLEY, Drector, D vision of Al aska State Pioneer
Homes, Departnent of Health and Social Services (DHSS), in
response to Chair WIson, explained that the Palnmer Pioneers'
Hone that is to be used as a veterans' hone hasn't been

certified as such. At the noment the facility is in the
renovati on process. In further response to Chair WIson, M.
Smley confirmed that about 101 veterans are in the pioneers'
hones. She related that the division and the VA in Anchorage

have been discussing developing a liaison who would work wth
the veterans in the Palnmer facility to maxim ze benefits for
t hose in veterans hones.

3:52:19 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE GATTO returned to his earlier point that the
three positions listed in the first year of the fiscal note do
not appear in subsequent years.

MR WLLIAVMS said that the nmain interest was the first year
because the work has to be done and depending upon that the
di vision wasn't sure when the three positions would appear. He
clarified that those three positions represent the m nimum of an
office that could negotiate with hospitals to receive veterans
rates, process clainms, make paynents, and create reports.

M5. SMLEY offered that the following years didn't show the
positions because if this actually was devel oped, it would take
a long time to achieve and have a full staff.

3:54: 49 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO opined that it's best to include the
funding for the three positions so that the |egislature can nmake
a fair evaluation

3:55:34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said that he is in favor of the spirit of
the resolution. However, he expressed the need to differentiate
bet ween doctors and hospitals because the resolution alnost
seens to relate that veterans aren't able to see doctors locally
or in Al aska. He requested that the aforenentioned be
incorporated in the legislation, but he left it to the sponsor
t o address.

3:58:40 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved Anendnent 1, as foll ows:

Page 2, line 9, follow ng "hospital s":
Del ete "and"
I nsert "with"

Page 2, line 17:

Del ete "possi bl e”

Insert "United States Departnment of Veterans
Affairs doctors and hospitals are not easily
accessi bl e"
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There being no objection, Amendrment 1 was adopt ed.
3:59: 36 PM

KEVIN MCGEE, Vietnam Veterans of Anerica & Anmerican Federation
of CGovernnent Enployees read testinony for R ck Davidge,
President, Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, Alaska Chapter 904,
par aphrasing fromthe following witten statenent:

My name is Ric Davidge and | serve as President of the
Vietnam Veterans of Anerica, Chapter 904 - the
Anchorage Chapter and the largest in Al aska. | also
serve as President of the Al aska Veterans Foundation

Inc. a statewde veteran service organization that
serves Al askan War Veterans. And | serve as Vice
Chai rman of the Anchorage MIlitary & Veterans Affairs
Comm ssi on.

In 1965 | was a nmedic with the First Air Cavalry in
Vi et nam and served honorably for 6 years.

Wy do we have this resolution before you and just
what does it really do?

| assunme you have, in your packet, a copy of the nost

recent “Talking Paper” that we update regularly about

the problens Alaskan veterans face 1in securing
appropriate healthcare. This paper is an open ended
di scussion of problens that continue to cone to |ight

as our working group, mde up of a wde range of

veterans, VA enployees, politicos of both political

parties, and nedical service professionals, westles
with the challenges of neeting the noral and | egal

obligations of our comunity in the provision of

heal thcare for our veterans. W would be delighted to
add any of you to the email tree we have set up on
this issue so that you and your staff are kept

i nfornmed of any devel opnents. There is nuch to |earn

As our talking paper points out, the health care of
Al aska’s veteran’s faces serious and difficult
structural problens in securing the funding authorized
by federal |aw but not appropriated because veteran
heal thcare has becone a partisan football. Vet er an
healthcare |like so many other federal prograns is
politically “negotiated,” regardless of need, every
year unlike healthcare provided to our poor, our
honel ess, our elderly, and even our illegal aliens.
Are not our war veterans at |east as deserving as
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t hese groups when it comes to healthcare? Are not
the nmen and wonen who voluntarily stand guard for
America worth at |east as nuch to our comunity?

The other day a nenber of our legislature said to ne,
“You know veterans are really just another welfare
group.” This Al askan of prom nence never served in
the mlitary, and clearly does not understand that
heal thcare for veterans is not “welfare” but the
noral, ethical, and |legal obligation of our people and
our |eaders for the service and sacrifices we faced to
ensure your |iberties. W are only asking for what
was prom sed and appropri ate.

As a comunity of veterans we are tired of all the
talk. W are tired of all the political pronmses. W
are tired of receiving heal t hcare based on
“adm ni strative convenience” rather than appropriate
care at hone. W are tired of being shipped outside
of our communities and our state to receive healthcare
avai l able right here at hone. W are tired and we are

angry.

So, why are we here before the State Legislature
asking you to direct the Comm ssioner of Health and
Soci al Servi ces to “tal k” to t he Vet er ans
Adm ni stration about what the state mght be able to
do to help Al askan veterans? Yes, that’'s all we are
asking is that our legislature recognize this problem
one that will likely not be solved in Washington DC as
it should, but that wIll continue to harm even
destroy the lives of Alaskan veterans and their
famlies. 72,000 veterans have chosen to be Al askans.
The highest per-capita in the nation. When extended
to their immediate famlies, we estimate that at |east
150,000 Al askans are directly affected by veteran
pol i ci es. We should be proud that this nmany veterans
choose to live in Al aska. And now our Al askan guard
and Reserves face the |argest and |ongest active duty
depl oynents in conbat in our state’s history. But as
a state, what are we — what is Alaska doing to ensure
they receive the healthcare they have earned when they
conme home?

W don’t have all the answers, but we are gathering

lots of the questions. W have asked the VA to
provide the facts and figures identified in the |ast
page of our talking paper. This is sonething our
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| egi sl ature and our state governnent can help us wth,
and this resolution will facilitate that and nore.

W have tal ked about veteran healthcare, but let’s now
| ook at sone of the other inplications of current VA
policies on our Al askan based nedical services
i ndustry. W are told for exanple that the VA spent
over $2 million in air fare alone to send veterans out
of state for healthcare. We know that at |east nost
of these nedical services are available not only in
Al aska but often in the veteran's honme community. W
are told that over $17 mllion of healthcare services
were proved [provided to] veterans outside of Al aska.
Wth all other costs considered, that’s over $20
mllion in healthcare services that are taken out of
our econony.

We know of prom nent Al askan doctors who have recently
lost their significant veteran client base as their
patients are now sent out of state. W know of
Al askan based hospitals, now | oosing noney because the
services they built to serve a particular nedical need
in their comunity, including long-term veteran
patients, are no |onger economically viable due to the
| oss of these patients causing other Alaskan patients
to assune these | osses. So, there are serious
econonmic inplications to VA policies that now ship
nore and nore Al askan veterans outside for nedical
servi ces. Certainly if these services are not
avai l able in Al aska one can understand this. But when
they are here, and the veterans are currently being
served here in their home communities, there are other
“costs” associated with these policies. Taking a
veteran away from his/her famly at a critical and
vulnerable time, is clearly not in the best interests
of our veterans, their famlies, or of Alaskans as a
comunity.

So, we are asking our State Legislature to direct the
Comm ssioner of Health and Social Services to “talk”
with the VA and see if there is sonething we in Al aska
can do to better serve our veterans. That's all.

Now, what we would like the Comm ssioner to also do is
gather information that should be reported back to
you. W believe the Conm ssioner can prepare an
assessnment of these problens and their inplications to
veterans, our econony, and our conmunity in a few
months and provide it back to this and other
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committees of the legislature so that we can begin to
get a real handle on what is happening, what it all
means, and why. We believe the Conm ssioner has it
within his departnent’s budget to gather a taskforce
of veterans, nedical groups, and the VA and seriously,

openly, look at the healthcare of our veterans in
Al aska and what it will nean over tine. We believe
you can do this wth commttee |anguage in the
appropriations bill for the Ofice of the Comm ssioner
of Health and Social Services.

“Never will one generation of veterans abandon
anot her.” That is the notto of the Vietnam Veterans

of America and the Al aska Veterans Foundation. Please
remenber that when we canme hone, not only did our
nation, and our comrunities di shonor our service, nost
national veteran service organizations refused us
nmenber shi p. That is why the Vietnam Veterans of
America was chartered by Congress.

W have stood guard for Anerica and human |iberty in
the jungles and deserts of our world when you, our
el ected officials, have asked us to do so. W now
stand before you and ask for vyour helnp. Help to
ensure we receive the healthcare we have earned, is
morally and ethically appropriate, and consistent with
what is in the best interests of our famlies, our
state, and our nation.

CHAIR WLSON closed public testinony and inquired as to the
wi shes of the commttee.

4:09:51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER pointed out that the commttee packet
includes a list of questions for the VA to which only two had
answers. She suggested that the renmainder of the questions
shoul d be answer ed.

4:10: 26 PM

MARCI A HOFFMAN- DEVOE, Al aska Veterans Healthcare System and
Regional O fice, U S. Departnent of Veterans Affairs, inforned
the commttee that the department has received the questions and
is preparing responses, which she assuned M. Davidge woul d pass
along to the commttee.

4:11: 01 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA noved to report HIR 33, [as anended], out
of committee W th i ndi vi dual recommendat i ons and t he
acconpanyi ng fiscal notes.

4:11: 34 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER objected and opined that this is
premature and nore information is required. It seens that the
resol uti on acknow edges a debt to veterans, but it seens to be a
federal obligation. Therefore, she said she wasn't convinced
that the state should take on the service that the VA may or may
not be neeting adequately.

4:12: 25 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON rem nded the conmttee that it received
testinmony that the $2 mllion figure specified as being spent on
airfare during 2004 to fly Alaska veterans out of state to
receive nedical services is about $600,000. Therefore, he
suggested that the resolution be changed to reflect the correct
anmount .

4:13:23 PM

M5. HOFFMAN- DEVCE offered to provide the correct figures wth
the responses to the list of questions.

4:13:52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA withdrew the notion to report HIJR 33 [as
anended] out of comm ttee.

4:14: 29 PM

CHAIR WLSON announced that HIR 33 would be held until the
comm ttee receives further information.

HB 430- APPROP: PALMER SENI OR CI TI ZEN CENTER

4:15:20 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 430, "An Act making an appropriation for the
construction of the Palnmer Senior Citizen Center; and providing
for an effective date.”
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4:15:46 PM

The commttee took an at-ease from 4:16: 10 PMto 4:20: 01 PM

4:20: 04 PM

CODY RICE, Staff to Representative Carl Gatto, introduced HB 430
on behalf of Representative Gatto, by paraphrasing from the
sponsor statenent as follows [original punctuation provided]:

W are all aware the WMit-Su Borough is experiencing
above average growh, but it my not be as conmonly
known that a subgroup of this population is grow ng
even faster. According to the nost recent Census data
avai l able, Alaska's senior population is both the
fastest growing segnent of Alaska s population and
surprisingly also one of the fastest growi ng senior
popul ation in the nation. The nunber of Al askans over
age 60 is expected to triple from 53,000 (8.5% of
Al aska's population) in the year 2000 to 165,000 (20%
of Al aska's population) by 2025, less than 20 years
away. More specifically, in the WMit-Su the senior
popul ation increased by 150% from 1990 to 1999 and is
expected to double again before the year 2018. Pal ner
Senior Citizens Center (PSCC) currently serves 450
Mat - Su seni ors every day.

The current facility has problens including defective
el ectrical syst ens. | nterestingly, the Executive
Director's conputer |oses power when the photocopier
is used. There are fifty parking spots and a fleet of
15 vans for 35 on-site enployees and 100 seniors at
meal tinmes. Many enployees of PSCC work off-site due
to limted space availability at the center.

PSCC is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization, already
owns the new site, and is only seeking funds for
desi gn and constructi on.

| urge your support and favorable action on this
| egi sl ati on.

4:23:21 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if there is a funding priority 1list

for the senior centers statewide and, if so, how does the Pal ner
Senior Citizens Center (PSCC) funding request rank.

HOUSE HES COW TTEE -22- March 23, 2006



4:24:00 PM

MR. RICE responded that to his knowl edge there is not a list of
t hat type

4:24:27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report HB 430 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
notes. There being no objection, HB 430 was reported out of the
House Heal th, Education and Soci al Services Standing Conmttee.

SB 255- OPTOVETRY: EXTEND BD/ LI C. ENDORSEMENT

4:24: 42 PM

CHAI R W LSON announced that the next order of business would be,
CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 255(FIN), "An Act extending the
termnation date and duties for the Board of Examners in
Optonetry; anmending the |licensing, endorsenent, and renewal

provisions for optonetrists; and providing for an effective
date."

4:25:23 PM

TOM MAHER, Staff to Senator Gene Therriault, presented SB 255 on
behal f of Senator Therriault by paraphrasing from the follow ng
witten statenent [original punctuation provided]:

On the behalf of Senator Therriault, Chair of the
Legislative Budget and Audit Conmittee, | thank you
and nmenbers of the Conmttee for Hearing Senate Bill
255 (finance) - relating to the termnation date and
duties for the Board of Examiners in Optonetry;
amending the [|icensing, endor senment and renewal
provisions for optonetrists; and providing for an
effective date.”

Just a quick bit of background on the Sunset audit

process that this legislation stens from Last
session legislation was passed that revised the sunset
process.

First, the standard sunset period for occupational
boards and non-occupational boards was changed from
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not to exceed four years” to
years

not to exceed eight

Second, as Al aska's sunset process has matured, nopst
of the sunset reviews are |ess about elimnating board
and conmi ssi ons, and nor e about operati ona
per f or mance. To better nmeasur e oper ati ona
performance, |ast session, two new criteria were added
to statute that nust be considered in the course of a
sunset review by the auditors:

The extent to which the board, comm ssion, or agency
has effectively attained its objectives and the
efficiency wwth which it has operated.

AND

The extent to which the board, conmm ssion, or agency
duplicates the activities of another governnental
agency or the private sector.

Moving on with the bil

Sec. 1 of this legislation extends the sunset date of
the Board of Examiners in Optonetry from June 30, 2006
to June 30, 2014 per the audit conclusions contained
in the report before you on page 5. Legislative Audit
concluded that the Board of Examners in Optonetry
continues to serve a public need and is operating in
the public interest. The regulation and |icensing of
qualified optonetrists is necessary to protect the
public’'s health, safety and welfare. Further, the
Board  of Exam ners in Optonetry has operated
effectively, adopted regulatory changes and supported
legislation that inproved its oversight process and
pronoted nore effective regulation of i censed
optometri sts. Accordingly, SB 255 provides for an
ei ght-year sunset extension

Wth the exception of sec. 4, the balance of SB 255
incorporates the recomrendation by the Legislative
Audi tor concerning licensing on page 7, rec. #2 of the
report. The Auditor recommended the Legislature anend
the optonetry statutes to ensure they support current
license endorsenents for the diagnostic use of
pharmaceuti cal agents. Currently, statutory | anguage
provides for a single endorsenment for both prescribe

HOUSE HES COW TTEE - 24- March 23, 2006



and use. However, the Board of Examiners in Optonetry
is issuing tw types of endorsenents. The first
allows a practitioner to both prescribe and use
phar maceut i cal agents and the second type of
endorsement allows a practitioner “use” only. Current
| aw does not authorize the use only endorsenent. SB
255 corrects this situation by adding a section
authorizing a use only endorsenent and also, in sec

7, “grandfathers” in the practitioners that were given
t hat endorsenent over the years. (since 1992)

On page 18 you will find the Departnent of Comrerce
Communi ty, and Econom c Devel opnent’s response to this

recommendation — they are in support of the changes
made here.
Qur intent with this legislation is sinple - change

the law to nmke current practices |egal, grandfather
license holders in, and nmake sure we do not |eave any
practitioners out which could have an inpact on the
nunber of providers serving the public and hopefully
maxi m ze the nunber of practitioners that can practice
in Al aska.

Finally, contained in sec. 4, the Senate Labor and
Commerce Committee approved an anendnment offered by
the Departnment of Conmmerce, Community and Econonic
Devel opnent that deleted the statutory cite requiring
24 hours of continuing education instruction, allow ng
the Board to establish through regulation, the nunber
of hours w thout anending statute. This anendnent was
requested by the BEO [Board of Examiners in Optonetry]
inits response to the audit.

Finally, there is one fiscal note from Occupation
Li censing — passage of this legislation will incur no
addi tional costs beyond those already contained in the
FYO7 Governor’s operating budget request

4:30:40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked whether the audit recomendati ons
are contained in the bill.

4:31: 04 PM
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PAT DAVIDSON, Legislative Auditor, Legislative Audit D vision
(LAD), Legislative Affairs Agency, responded t hat t he
recommendati ons which require statutory changes are included in
the legislation. She pointed out that recomrendations regarding

"the endorsenents” were specific recomendations to the
| egi slature, and represent housekeepi ng |anguage which the BEO
requested and the LAD deened reasonable. The licensing fee

recommendation is because the auditors recognized that the fees
are building a surplus and could be reduced, but that is a
decision for the department and board, she expl ai ned. Furt her,
she assured the committee that all of the audit recommendations
are included in the bill.

4:32:27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER i nquired as to whether there has been any
objection to the provisions being considered.

4:32:48 PM

M5. DAVIDSON stated that letters of response from the BEO and
the LAD are contained in the audit report, as part of the
committee's packet. She pointed out that the letters contain
di scussion points of the recomendations and endorsenents
previ ously di scussed.

4:34:52 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report CSSB 255 (FIN) out of
conmmttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSSB 255 (FIN) was
reported out of the House Health, Education and Social Services
Standi ng Comm ttee.

HB 436- SOCl AL WORKER CASELOADS & WORKLQOADS

4:35:08 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the final order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 436, "An Act requiring the Departnent of Health
and Social Services to enploy a sufficient nunber of social
workers; relating to the protection of children in need of aid
by reducing the casel oads and supervisory duties to conply with
certain national standards; and providing for an effective
date."

4:35: 50 PM

HOUSE HES COW TTEE - 26- March 23, 2006



REPRESENTATI VE LES GARA, Alaska State Legislature, sponsor,
explained that the main intent of HB 436 is to require that the
state have enough staff to nmnage the case |oads such that
foster children and those children who are victins of abusive
situations are protected. The Child Welfare League of America
(CW.A), a national organization, has adopted a national standard
that specifies that there should be 1 case worker, of those
working in child protective service roles, for every 12-15
chi | dren. The reasons for the aforenentioned standard are
mul ti pl e. Representative Gara infornmed the conmttee that in
Al aska's foster care and child-in-need-of-aid systens, the case
wor ker, once he/she receives a report of harm investigates the
case, assess the child s educational and counseling needs when
the child is placed in the foster care system The case worker
is charged with finding services for the child and noving the
child out of foster care as quickly as possible and back into
the home or an adoptive hone. However, the state doesn't have
the staff to do such in an effective manner.

4:38:16 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA then inforned the conmittee that since the
i ntroduction of HB 436, the [Ofice of Children's Services] has
deci ded to have an outside consulting agency review the agency's
wor kl oad rather than the casel oad because 12 cases in Anchorage

is different than 12 cases on the Kuskokwi m Ri ver. There have
been problens with the study and thus the report won't be
available in tinme for this session. Therefore, the hope is to

utilize the legislation to educate everyone that Al aska largely
can't nmeet the federal goal of reuniting children in foster care
with their parents within 12 nonths or placing those foster
children who can't be reunified with their famly wup for
adoption and permanent placenent within 24 nonths. The nost
concerning, perhaps, is that when a report of harmthat a child
may be subject to abuse at hone is received, staff limtations
don't allow the detailed investigation required to nmake a proper
decision to occur. The aforenentioned m ght result in renoving
a child from a honme too quickly or not renmoving a child when
he/ she should be renoved. Therefore, he expressed the need for
the legislature to adopt the guidelines from OCS s workl oad
st udy.

REPRESENTATI VE GARA rel ated that the casel oad for social workers

in Anchorage was close to 30 children. As of last year, one
social worker in Dillingham had 52 cases, which neant that those
children were not being protected. However, he nmentioned that
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the situation in D llingham may have been corrected by this
year. He went on to say that although the state has done a
decent job of adding social workers over the |ast few years, it
seens that the state is at least 15 case workers short
st at ewi de. Representative Gara acknowl edged the notion that
since the state began adding positions to OCS things nust be
okay. However, he opined that although things have inproved,
the situation isn't okay. In many regions in this state, it is
a crisis base service systemrather than a system that provides
what the children need to prosper. Wt hout enough staff, the
children can't be provided what they need to prosper, he opined.
He related that anecdotally he has been told that Al aska
probably sends nore foster children to jail than to college.
Representative Gara related that HB 436 is a discussion point
until the workload study is conplete, the recomendations of
whi ch coul d possibly spawn a commttee bill.

4:45: 00 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER said that Representative Gara did a good
job relating the tasks of the social worker's job as they relate
to the child s needs. However, that's only a small part of the
| arger job because the social worker's job is to identify the
problens in the household and work on reunification. Therefore,
the social worker has to neet wth the parents, arrange for the
parents to have assessnments and receive services, nonitor
conpliance, wite court reports, attend court, et cetera. The
study should be very hel pful, she said. If social workers can
do things thoroughly at the front end children can return hone
faster if the social worker has confidence that he/she can visit
and nonitor the child. Furthernore, doing things right at the
begi nni ng saves noney over the long term

4:46: 49 PM
REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA characterized this [legislation] as one

part of what needs to be done. She opined that when the state
takes custody of a child, the state is essentially saying that

the it can do a better job than the parents. However, if an
appropriate permanent placenent is not found quickly, the
psychol ogi cal processes such as bonding are disturbed.

Representative Cissna suggested that HB 436 may help retain
foster parents, which would be a step in the right direction.

4:48: 44 PM

CHAIR WLSON said HB 436 is inportant in the way of prevention
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4:49:40 PM

TAMMY  SANDOVAL, Deputy Comm ssioner, Ofice of Children's
Services, Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS),
rel ayed that while [OCS] has nostly nmet the goals of the federal
government's performance inprovenent plan. Since the goals have
been set low, there is roomto get better if the desire is to
work on prevention. If there were |ower caseloads, she opined
that the goals could be net.

4:51:14 PM

CHAIR WLSON inquired as to the nunber of social workers
required to protect and actually help the children without
burni ng out social workers or foster parents.

4:51: 33 PM

M5. SANDOVAL agreed that's the key. She explained that the data
from the workload study is being cleaned up so that the study
can be rel eased. She highlighted that the departnent entered a
fiscal note for 18 staff, which she estimated may actually be

nore or less by a few The data cleanup will run through the
end of March and the contractors are willing to "re-put" the
f ormul a. Therefore, the study nmay be available by the end of
session, but she did note that the contractors are willing to

speak with any legislator with questions.
4:54:13 PM

CHAIR WLSON said that once the study is released, the matter
could cone before the comm ttee again.

4:54:56 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA suggested that if the study relates the
staff shortage, perhaps a menorandum from the conmittee to the
co-chairs of the House Finance Commttee and the House
| eadership expressing the need to add [funding for staff] would
be the quickest way to address the situation.

CHAIR WLSON said, "W'Ill work on sonmething ... because there's
not hi ng nore inportant than our kids."

4:55:30 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE SEATON pointed out that the |egislation proposes
a certain ratio of social workers per children w thout providing
any fundi ng. He asked if the departnent is willing to support
such even if the funding has to be taken from el sewhere in the
departnment' s budget.

M5. SANDOVAL said that the department doesn't believe it can put
in an increment for a staff increase this year because the
results of the workload study weren't avail able. The
departnment's plan is to work with the conm ssioner and the
governor with regard to the 2008 increnment. M. Sandoval opined
that there aren't the resources to hire 15 new staff.

4:58: 03 PM

CHAIR WLSON inquired as to whether the funding would cone
t hrough the suppl enental budget.

M5. SANDOVAL said she didn't know.
4:58: 32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA suggested that there would probably be a
substantial savings when review ng the cost of keeping the child
in the system for a long duration [versus the cost of funding
t he proposed positions]. She asked if the conmttee would be
interested in making a plea to the House Finance Committee for
suppl enental s that woul d address this specific issue.

4:59: 27 PM

CHAIR W LSON suggested that the commttee should wait and see
what [the study reveals]. She again indicated that the
commttee would "work on sonething."

4:59:51 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARA remarked that the preferred route would be
to come up with the funding when it's known what is needed
rather than having a nandate with inflexible standards. The
reason for the legislation, he remnded the comrttee, is to
push the discussion. If the problem is solved through the
wor kl oad study and the budget, the legislation won't be
necessary. However, if the necessary progress isn't made, he
opined that he would like to see legislation pass in order to
act as a "hammer."
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5:00: 48 PM

[HB 436 was hel d over. ]

ADJ QURNIVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Comm ttee neeting
was adj ourned at 5:00: 56 PM
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