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03/ 23/ 05 (H DP: GARDNER, GATTO, ELKINS, GRUENBERG,
SEATON;

03/ 23/ 05 (H NR. LYNN, RAVRAS

04/ 22/ 05 (H M NUTE( HES)

04/ 26/ 05 (H HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

JACOB S. GONDEK, Appointee

to the University of Al aska Board of Regents

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as appointee to the University of
Al aska Board of Regents.

EUGENE HARNETT, Staff

to Representative Tom Anderson

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of HCR 11, provided
comments as chairman of the "Al aska Parents' Day Commttee."

REPRESENTATI VE CARL GATTO

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HIR 20.

DALE SNELSON, Chapter Leader
Us TOO Mat-Su Vall ey;
Regi onal Director

Us TOO International, Inc.

Pal mer, Al aska

PCSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provi ded coments during discussion of
HIR 20.

MARK MOYAD, M D., Director

Phillip Jenkins Endowrent

Uni versity of M chigan

Ann Arbor, M chigan

PCOSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of HIR 20, provided
comments and responded to questi ons.

STEVEN P. ASHMAN, Director

Di vision of Senior and Disabilities Services

Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Provided coments and responded to
guestions during discussion of HB 114.
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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAI R PEGGY WLSON call ed the House Health, Education and Soci al
Services Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 3:33:52 PM
Representatives WIson, Anderson, Ci ssna, and Gardner were
present at the call to order. Representatives MQuire arrived
as the nmeeting was in progress.

CONFI RVATI ON HEARI N S)

Uni versity of Al aska Board of Regents

CHAIR WLSON announced that the commttee would first consider
t he appointrment of Jacob S. Gondek to the University of Al aska
Board of Regents.

3:35: 04 PM

JACOB S. GONDEK, Appointee to the University of Al aska Board of
Regents, in response to the question of why he feels he is
qualified for an appointnent to the University of Al aska Board
of Regents, relayed that he has served in several |eadership
positions at the University of Alaska Anchorage (UAA) over the
| ast few of years. [Mich of his testinony was indiscernible due
to problens with the tel econference system] He relayed that he
currently holds the position of Student Orbudsnan at UAA, and
has sat on the UAA Chancel |l or Search Comm ttee.

CHAIR WLSON characterized M. Gondek's comunity and public
service record as inpressive.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER concurred, and asked M. Gondek what he
would like to see the University of Alaska Board of Regents
acconplish in the next few years.

MR. GONDEK said that giving consideration to the "naster plans”
of each canpus in the university systemwould be his key focus.

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA sai d she has concerns about the UAA canpus
and about how all of the canpuses work together. She nmade
mention of the science facility at the UAA, the region's various
health facilities, and the issues of sustainability and
j ob/ career placenent.

3:40:14 PM
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MR. GONDEK characterized the science |aboratory as an excellent
buil ding, and opined that it is very inportant to keep students
involved in [ ocal community activities.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER offered her belief that a grow ng nunber
of youths are staying in Alaska for their college education, and
asked M. Gondek whether he had any ideas for furthering this
trend.

MR. GONDEK characterized the expansion of the engineering
program as a huge boost to the econony, particularly given the
huge demand in the state for engineering services, and said that
schol arshi ps provide great opportunities for Alaskans to stay in
Alaska while getting their college education, though the
increase in tuition rates does have an inpact. He nentioned
that expanding public awareness of what the UAA has to offer
those just getting out of high school could also further that
t rend.

3:43: 27 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER nmade a notion to advance from committee
the nom nation of Jacob S. Gondek to the University of Al aska
Board of Regents.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER then withdrew the notion for the purpose
of awaiting the formation of a quorum

The committee took an at-ease from3:45 p.m to 3:52 p. m
3:52: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER restated the nmotion to advance from
commttee the nom nation of Jacob S. Gondek to the University of
Al aska Board of Regents. There being no objection, the
confirmati on was advanced from the House Health, Education and
Soci al Services Standing Conmttee.

HCR 11 - PARENTS DAY

CHAI R W LSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTION NO 11, Proclaimng July 24, 2005
as Parents' Day.

3:53: 25 PM
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REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA, speaking as the sponsor, explained that
HCR 11 proclains July 24, 2005 to be Parents' Day. She then
spoke of the inportance of parents, of the fact that Parents'
Day would be a public celebration within Al askan communiti es,
and of the existence of a group in Alaska that seeks out
nom nations for Parent of the Year.

3:56: 26 PM

EUGENE HARNETT, Staff to Representative Tom Anderson, Al aska
State Legislature, relayed that he serves J[and would be
speaking] as chairman of the "Alaska Parents' Day Conmittee."
He went on to say:

This is our 11lth year. [ The] Parents' Day Conmittee
has been sponsoring public celebration of parents in
Anchorage, and we have a big outdoor barbeque; the
mayor cones, [the] governor cones, public officials
cone, menbers of t he | egi sl ature [ cone].
Representative Cissna ... has supported it and
participated in it for the last several years.

Each year our commttee chooses Al aska Parents of the
Year, and we also choose awardees for excellence in
parenting, and of course we honor all those parents
that are nom nat ed. W give them a congressional
certificate signed by ... Congressnan Don Young.

It's becom ng bigger and bigger, as a public event,

each year which is one reason why | think this
resolution is so pertinent. First of all, I want to
especially thank Representative Ci ssna for introducing
this resolution, and also ... Representative Anderson

for letting me work on it, and those who have signed
it as co-sponsors - thank you very nuch. This really

tells that the legislature of Alaska ... recognizes
the role parents play in the public life. And
ultimately, in developing public policy, | Dbelieve

parents play a big role because they inculcate the
val ues that we as adults live by.

And parents operate behind the scenes, unnoticed,

and this is an opportunity to say ..., "W recognize
parents all the tine, fundanent al |y, and it's
inmportant to note that." This is a holiday much |ike

Mother's Day and Father's Day, but it is nore, as
Representative Cissna alluded to; Parents' Day is not
just a time to celebrate, but also to nake a statenent
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that underscores the vital role parents play in the
lives of our children, and really in the stability of

our society. So this holiday, Parents' Day, was
originally established by Congress in 1994 as [a]
reoccurring holiday. | remenber when it was first
di scussed; | walked into Don Young's office here in
Anchorage, and his secretary ... said, "Oh, no,

t hey' re not making any nore new holidays."
MR. HARNETT conti nued:

Vell this holiday did get passed unaninously by
Congress and signed by the President, and it was

bipartisan. | think that's one of the things that has
struck ne over the years, that honoring parents is not
a political issue - this is really refreshing. And

I'm so glad that the state of Alaska [is], at this
time, officially recognizing this with a resolution

We' ve had proclamations from the governor every year,
but this is really better, fromthe |egislature, and I
understand it's only for this year. Maybe in the
future, ... we [would] certainly like to see this
established as a pernmanent holiday, but thank vyou
again for doing this to honor Parents' Day in Al aska

| think it's a well-placed effort.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER sought confirmation that the sponsor only
intended to have the resolution apply to this year.

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA confirned that that is her intention.

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON surm sed that a statutory change would
be required in order to have Parents' Day automatically
recogni zed yearly.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noved to report HCR 11 out of committee
[with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
note]. There being no objection, HCR 11 was reported out of the
House Heal th, Education and Soci al Services Standing Conmtt ee.

HIR 20 - PROSTATE CANCER DRUGS

CHAIR WLSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTI ON NO. 20, Urging the United States Congress
and the United States Food and Drug Adm nistration to assist in
the pronpt approval of new drug applications for the treatnent
of prostate cancer.
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4:01: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CARL GATTO, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of
HIR 20, stated that as a survivor [of prostate cancer] he
sponsored this resolution because of the conplete absence of
drugs available. He said he is interested in the managenent and
identification of cancer, and commented that there are few, |if
any, drugs wused in the treatnment of prostate cancer. He
mentioned that there are certain drugs that are being studied
that could aid in treating prostate cancer, and this |egislation
may serve to encourage the federal government to nake nore drugs
avai lable [for ©prostate cancer patients]. He offered his
understanding that 5 people a day in Al aska contract cancer, and
that 25 people die every year from prostate cancer.

4:04:13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noted that the sponsor statenent appears
to have a di screpancy.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO relayed that he'd neant the sponsor
statenent to indicate that this year, the expectation is that 5
people will die every day from cancer, and that 25 of those
people will die specifically from prostate cancer.

REPRESENTATI VE  GARDNER comented that according to her
understanding, if nen live long enough, nost wll develop
prostate cancer.

REPRESENTATI VE GATTO concurred, and said that when autopsies are
performed on victins of car accidents, all the nmen are found to
have [prostate cancer]. He made nention of various nethods of
treatnent currently avail abl e.

CHAIR WLSON comented that she was shocked to read the
"\Wher eas" clause on page 1, lines 13-14, which clains that $16.9

billion in productivity is lost every year due to prostate
cancer .
4:06: 29 PM

DALE SNELSON, Chapter Leader, Us TOO WMat-Su Valley; Regional
Director, Us TOO International, Inc., first related the story of
his discovery of having devel oped prostate cancer and opting to
have his prostate renoved. He said:
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W don't really have the drugs to fight it. ... It's a

deadly disease, it's the nost solid tunor that the
human body can conceive. ... About 75 percent of it is
very slow noving. For ... exanple, [for nen] 65 years
old, ... 65 percent of the nen wll have [prostate
cancer] ... but not die fromit. [ For nmen] 80 years
old, 82 percent will have and not die fromit. But
then on the flip [side], we have the 20 percent, and
I"'m in that 20 percent group. If | would have not
[ had a] prostatectony a year ago March, | would have

been gone - dead - by now.

Wor | dwi de, research and devel opnent on prostate cancer

is just going like wldfire. ... Prostate cancer is a
silent killer ..., and it's amazing how many nen don't
even know what a prostate is - it is very, very
deadly. ... If you catch it early ..., they can do a
ot of things and you will live. ... Alaskans [are]
really hard to penetrate as far as [spreading
awareness of] ... prostate cancer, and ... [sO] we're

real ly working on awareness prograns now, we are going
to start soliciting our blue magnetic ribbon -
when peopl e see those they'll say, "prostate.”

MR. SNELSON commented on the reluctance of a man to go to the
doctor, and on how it often ends up being his wife that insists
he visit the doctor. He detailed sone of the history of Us TOO

International, Inc., and Al aska's chapters.
4:11:15 PM
MARK  MOYAD, M D., Di rector, Phillip Jenkins Endowrent ,

University of Mchigan, said that he thinks he has a unique
relationship with the people in Al aska because he recently
visited Juneau and spoke at the Men's Health Fair, and has gone
to Anchorage each year for alnost the last ten years in a row
and spoken before [Anchorage's] "prostate group.” During the
past year, he relayed, one of the |eaders of the prostate group,
a man in his early fifties, passed away from prostate cancer.
Dr. Mwyad went on to say that the nmain problem currently is a
| ack of access to promsing treatnents. He relayed that he'd
prom sed the aforenmentioned gentleman's w dow that he would get
involved in the process of trying to educate nmen with regard to
what is likely to be an issue for them and to how they should be
gi ving serious consideration to the issue of prostate cancer.
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DR. MOYAD noted that although the "early access program’ - or

"conpassi onate use program’ - is available in cases involving
breast cancer or colorectal cancer, it is not available in cases
i nvolving prostate cancer. He said "we" would love it if people

around the world could have access to new targeted therapies
therapies that could potentially help advanced patients while

having a low rate of side effects. He made nention of one
prom sing drug for which the biggest side effects appears to be
a runny nose or headache. Unfortunately, younger prostate

cancer patients are also affected by not having access to
targeted therapies, and although prostate cancer has devel oped
the reputation of having nore people die with it than fromit,
the problemwith that line of thinking is that it belittles the
facts that it is the second |eading cause of cancer death in
nmen, that about 28,000 to 30,000 men still continue to die from
prostate cancer in this country alone, and that a lot of those
men are younger

DR. MOYAD reiterated that getting access to prom sing treatnents
is a real problem adding that he doesn't know of any other
cancer that has nore of a problem with regard to accessing
treat nent.

CHAIR WLSON asked why the rate [of prostate cancer] s
i ncreasi ng.

DR. MOYAD surmsed that age, race, lifestyle, and genetics
increase the risk factors significantly. He noted that if one
| ooks at countries that have |low rates of prostate cancer, when
peopl e fromthose counties nove to the United States, within one
generation they experience the sanme increasing levels of risk as
Aer i cans. And while a lot of people have used that statistic
to say that the increased risk is due to the American
environnent, the American diet, and the Anerican lifestyle, he
also thinks that part of the problem can be traced back to a
genetic factor, particularly since it's not wunusual to see
prostate cancer in two or three generations of a famly.

4:17: 33 PM

DR. MOYAD, in response to the question of why he thinks early
access prograns or conpassionate use prograns are not avail able
for prostate cancer drugs, surmised that it could in part be due
to the fact that there hasn't yet been a |arge-scale, passionate
movenent to address the issues and educate people about the
i ssues associated with this type of cancer, whereas there have
been such efforts made regarding breast cancer, colorectal
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cancer, and cancers associated with human i munodeficiency virus
(H'V) and acquired i munodeficiency syndrone (AIDS). He said he
sees that state of affair changing, though, and relayed that
Betty Ford once told him "I do believe in ny heart that

when | was di agnosed with breast cancer in the early '70s, there
was no real novenent and there were no real educational

materials, and ... look what's happened in 30 years. ... | know
you get frustrated with prostate cancer sonetinmes but | think
you'll see that change."

DR. MOYAD said he now sees nobre support groups, nore people
getting involved politically, and nore people getting involved
in asking for nore research dollars, though it's been a slow
transition and there 1is still a great deal nore to be
acconplished scientifically as well as politically.

4:20: 35 PM

DR. MOYAD, in response to further coments and questions,
pointed out that there are many simlarities between breast and
prostate cancers in ternms of genetics and treatnent; for
exanple, primary treatnent for both cancers involve hornone
t her apy. He suggested that one difference in drug devel opnment
for the two types of cancers mght be that the average age for
the diagnosis of prostate cancer has been a few years higher
than for breast cancer, and there is already an awareness that
breast cancer can be a younger person's disease. He added t hat
he is excited by the fact that the devel opnent of breast cancer
drugs will aid the devel opment of prostate cancer drugs.

MR. SNELSON concurred with Dr. Myad' s coments, added that nore
and nore young nmen - nen in their 30s and 40s - are falling
victim to prostate cancer, and enphasized the need for early
detection of prostate cancer.

4:25:23 PM
REPRESENTATI VE GATTO asked Dr. Myad to comrent on two new drug
therapies that he's recently becone aware of - "Xinlay" and
"Provenge. "

DR. MOYAD said that Provenge is a vaccine and is given three

times as an injection. He opined that the benefits [of
Provenge] outweigh the risks and that it nmay be the first
vaccine that <could actually allow cancer patients to Ilive
| onger. He said that as new drugs are developed to help

patients with nore advanced stages of the disease, one of the
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guestions that arises is what would happen if sone of the nore
benign treatnents were tried early on - would doing such result
in avoiding harsher treatnents or perhaps even in preventing the
di sease to begin wth? He went on to nention sone of the
possi ble side effects of [Provenge and Xinlay] treatnent. He
spoke of his frustration regarding the anount of tinme it is
taking for HIR 20 to nove through the process, but also
expressed his belief that the resolution is doing a lot to raise
awar eness of the issue of prostate cancer and its treatnents.

4:27:39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON noved to report HIR 20 out of committee
with individual recomrendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not e. There being no objection, HIR 20 was reported from the
House Heal th, Education and Social Services Standing Comm ttee.

HB 114 - TERM PARENTAL RTS/ Cl NA/ DELI NQUENCY CASES

[ Contai ns nmention of HB 193.]

CHAIR WLSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 114 "An Act relating to the retaining of certain
privileges of a parent in a relinquishment and term nation of a
par ent and child relationship pr oceedi ng; relating to
eligibility for permanent fund dividends for certain children in
the custody of the state; relating to child in need of aid
proceedi ngs and juvenile delinquency proceedings; and providing
for an effective date.” [Before the commttee was CSHB
114( STA) . ]

[ Although the House Health, Education and Social Services
Standing Committee heard, anended, and reported HB 114 out of
commttee on 4/22/05, the bill had not been noticed for a
heari ng. ]

4:28:59 PM
CHAIR WLSON explained that although the commttee had decided

to insert certain |anguage into [CSHB 114(STA)] |ast week, she
has since been notified by Legislative Legal and Research

Services that the title of the bill precludes the insertion of
t hat | anguage. Therefore, she is having Legislative Legal and
Research Services draft a new bill, which will be introduced as
a commttee bill and which wll contain the |anguage the

committee agreed upon | ast week.
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REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON referred to pr oposed | anguage
authorizing the Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
to pronulgate energency regulations pertaining to the persona
al l omance of those residing in assisted l|iving hones. He
surm sed that that proposed |anguage would be included in the
forthcom ng new commttee bill.

CHAIR WLSON offered her belief that that proposed |anguage was
i nstead included in HB 193.

AN UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER sai d, "No."

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON rel ayed his understanding that the DHSS
preferred to address that issue via budgetary authorization, and
that the DHSS recently presented the Senate Finance Conmittee
with an $18 million suppl emental budget request "and the request
for Medicaid under the Dvision of Senior and Disabilities
Servi ces. " He questioned why the DHSS didn't sinply amend its
request to cover any additional needs and thereby bypass the
need to promul gate energency regulations on the aforenentioned
i ssue.

The committee took an at-ease from4:33 p.m to 4:38 p.m

CHAIR WLSON, in response to further coments, offered her
understanding that the DHSS felt it couldn't amend its
suppl ement al budget unless either nore noney was put into [its]
budget or funds were taken from sone other program

4:39:45 PM

STEVEN P. ASHVAN, Director, Division of Senior and Disabilities
Services, Departnment of Health and Social Services (DHSS),
offered his understanding that the supplenental budget request
wasn't increased because the DHSS hadn't yet had the opportunity
to talk to the Ofice of Managenent & Budget (OVB) about it. He
said that [the DHSS] wants to "fix this" via the nost
expedi tious nmechanism whether that ends up being via the
operati ng budget or via sone other |egislation.

REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA surm sed that the legislature was sinply
not aware until just very recently of how bad the situations
regarding assisted living homes and personal care attendants
(PCAs) have becone. She suggested that the conmttee ought to
address |legislation pertaining to this issue in a slow and
del i berat e manner.
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4:43: 27 PM

CHAIR WLSON indicated that because the aforenentioned new
committee bill is not yet before them the comrittee would not
be taking public testinony on it yet.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether the Departnment of Health
and Social Services could sinply add the noney necessary to
cover the personal needs allowance for assisted |living honmes, or
whet her such had to be done via |egislation.

MR. ASHMAN said that the DHSS will attenpt to [obtain the funds]
t hrough the suppl enental budget.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER asked whether, if that attenpt succeeds
a "legislative fix" would then even be necessary.

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON remar ked upon the shortness of tine |eft
in the session.

CHAI R W LSON concurr ed.

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON expressed a preference for the DHSS to
obtain the necessary funds via the suppl enmental budget.

4:45:52 PM

MR. ASHVAN said he wuld pass that information on to the
commi ssioner, adding that the idea behind including a nechanism
[for funding] in HB 114 was to sinply provide for an option
shoul d one be needed.

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER surm sed, then, that providing a funding
mechanism via HB 114 is not absolutely necessary; rather, the
nmoney coul d sinply be obtained via the suppl enmental budget.

MR. ASHMAN said that what is necessary is for the DHSS to obtain
the necessary funding, and, in response to an additional
conment , that the suppl enental budget would address the
situation for this fiscal year (FY)

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA said she is assumng that it wll be

difficult to get a [new] piece of legislation through the
process before the end of session.

CHAIR WLSON surmised that the likelihood of new |egislation
maki ng through the process before the end of session would
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depend on the nunber of conmmttee referrals a bill receives.
She relayed her belief that "our best bet is a supplenental
[ budget request],"” and explained that she is having sone intent
| anguage and gui delines for PCAs included in the forthcom ng new
commttee bill.

4:47:43 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON again remarked on the shortness of tine
left in the session, and suggested that efforts should be made
to encourage the speaker to assign the forthcom ng new commttee
bill to only the House Health, Education and Social Services
Standing Commttee and the House Finance Conmitt ee.

CHAIR WLSON said her concern is that the comrittee has not yet
had a good discussion on [the aspects that will be included in
the forthcom ng new commttee bill].

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON opined that there has been sufficient

di scussion on the assisted living hone issue, and again
suggested that efforts should be made to encourage the speaker
to assign the forthcom ng new conmmttee bill to only the House

Heal t h, Educati on and Social Services Standing Committee and the
House Fi nance Committ ee.

CHAIR WLSON said she would try to do that.
REPRESENTATI VE ClI SSNA said her hope is that "these two issues”
could be looked at in greater depth by the conmittee, and

menti oned that she would be doing that herself over the interim

CHAIR WLSON indicated a willingness to have the commttee do
everything it can.

[HB 114 was hel d over.]
ADJ OURNMENT
The House Health, Education and Social Services Standing

Commttee was recessed at 4:50 p.m to a call of the chair.
[ The nmeeting was never reconvened. ]
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