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CHAI R PEGGY WLSON call ed the House Health, Education and Socia
Services Standing Conmttee neeting to order at 3:08:14 PM
Representatives WIson, Cissna, Seaton, and Anderson were
present at the call to order. Representatives Gardner and
Kohring arrived as the neeting was in progress.

3:08:49 PM

HIJR 10- FEDERAL MEDI CAL ASSI STANCE REDUCTI ON

[ Contains a brief nmention of SIR 6.]

CHAI R WLSON announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO 10, "Relating to a proposed reduction
in the Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for Alaskans; and
urging the United States Congress to take action to prevent the
reduction.”

3:09:17 PM

SUE WRIGHT, Staff to Representative Mke Chenault, Al aska State
Legislature, presented HIR 10 on behalf of Representative
Chenaul t, sponsor. She explained that the proposed joint
resolution was crafted to urge the U S. Congress to take action
to prevent the reduction of the Federal Medical Assistance
Per cent age ( FMAP) for Al askans from a 57.58 per cent
federal /42. 42 percent state match to an even 50:50 even split on
Cct ober 1, 2005. She said, "This resolution outlines the
environmental and denographic reasons health care costs in
Al aska are so high and substantiates that it is reasonable to
maintain a rate at 57.58 percent instead of a reduction to 50
percent."

3:10: 26 PM

JOEL G LBERTSON, Commi ssioner, Alaska Departnent of Health and
Social Services, explained that HIR 10 has a parallel in the
Senate side, which is SJIR 6. He said:

What this gets towards is a resolution by the
legislature finding a lot of <cost drivers in the
Al aska health care system And al so acknow edgi ng
that, absent sone congressional action, on October 1,
2005, ... we wll see a sizeable reduction in the
federal support for our health care system in this
st ate. C It's quite concerning to this
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adm nistration and to health care providers generally.
And what this resol ution expresses is an
acknow edgenent of this challenge and this problem
and urges Congress and the presidential adm nistration
to focus on passing legislation this session that wll
hold Alaska harmess and wll preserve our current
Medi caid match rate.

3:11:43 PM

COWM SSI ONER G LBERTSON cont i nued:
To give you a little background: we run this program
called Medicaid ... which, for the State of Alaska, is

serving al nost 130,000 Al askans. And in our FY 06
[fiscal year 2006] budget, for the first time ever, it

actual ly creeps above $1 billion in program
oper ati ons. It's a billion-dollar program but it's
not wholly financed by the state. The Medicaid

program when established in 1965, was established as
a partnership between the states and the federal
governnent to provide ... health care services to |ow
income and needy popul ations. Many peopl e becone
eligible because of other assistance benefits they
have access to, such as being disabled and being on
[ Suppl enental Security Incone (SSl)]. But regardl ess
of how you got on the program there is federal
support to finance that person's health care services.
How rmuch of your ... Medicaid program that's
going to be financed by the federal governnent is
based on a pretty rough fornula that tries to
calculate [if the state is rich or poor]. And this
formula is called the FMAP, or the Federal Medical
Assi stance Percentage, and it's a really rough
formul a. It looks at a state's per capita incone and
then conpares it to the national average for per
capita inconme, and benchmark[s] states according to

that conti nuum of incones. The richest states are
required to bear a greater burden of their Medicaid
costs. The poorest states, and overwhelmngly that's
al ways been M ssissippi, ... receives the highest

anmount of federal support.
3:13:33 PM

COW SS|I ONER @ LBERTSON cont i nued:
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The least you can receive in federal support is 50
percent, and historically Alaska was a 50:50 state,
meani ng that when that claim for Medicaid went through

the system ... the state [paid 50 percent of the claim
and the federal governnment would pay 50 percent of the
claim. What that fornmula failed to acknow edge is
t hat while our per capita inconmes mght be

incremental ly higher in Al aska, our cost of delivering
that care is exponentially higher. And when you start
| ooking at the cost of living, the cost of delivering
supplies, the Ilabor <costs, the construction costs,
[ and] the geographic challenges around transportation,

it is very expensive to deliver health care
services in this state. W spend alnost $10 mllion a
year just on Medicaid transportation for nonenergency
cases, just bringing people into nore urban areas to
recei ve services....

3:14: 46 PM
COW SS|I ONER @ LBERTSON cont i nued:

[ There are] a lot of cost drivers. W're dealing with
a state that, ... in land nass size, has no peer
anongst other states. For these various reasons,

Congress twice - once in 1997 and once again in 2000 -
passed legislation to tenporarily increase Al aska's

Medi caid match rate. It was historically a 50:50
state, then U S. Senator Frank Mirkowski ... passed
legislation ... to increase Alaska's Medicaid match
rate to 59.8 [percent] ...; it increased the federa

share by 9.8 points, and in real dollars that brought
in about $100 million of additional support for our
health care system for three years. Wen that sunset,
he passed another piece of legislation to extend and
to increase the subsidy .... And this tine it was not
set at a fixed amount; it was a fornula change. The
net effect was [that] it decreased our per capita
income going into the fornmula by about 5 percent. But
in real dollars, it increased our Medicaid match rate
to about ... 61 percent federal. C And that has
slowy evolved down as per capita inconme in the State
of Al aska has increased over the |last couple of years.
And right now, in the last year of that five-year rate
adjustnent, we're getting about 57.5 percent federal
financing for a Medicaid claim
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3:16: 27 PM

What has that neant to the State of Al aska over those
five years? It's neant about $300-350 mllion of
additional federal funds that have come into our
health care system through this adjustnent over that
time period.

This last adjustnent was a five-year adjustnent
for the State of Alaska; it sunsets on Cctober 1
2005. And ... | believe the departnent provided to
the commttee a set of charts and docunments [a 6-page
handout included in the conmttee packet, wth the
first page |abeled, "lInpact of FMAP Reduction on State
Match"], ... which sort of explains what is the |ong
term fiscal inpact to the State of Alaska's health
care system - absent change. And that change can be
about one thing: ... legislation passed by the United
States Congress to extend the adjustnent, [to] hold
harm ess the State of Alaska, or [to] come up wth
sonme ot her nethodol ogy that acknow edges the high cost
of delivering care in this state.

3:16: 51 PM

Absent that change, October 1, 2005, which ... would
run for three quarters of our fiscal year of 2006, the
impact would be the loss of about $53 mllion in
federal support to the state's Medicaid program and

our health care system generally. Once that's
annualized in the first state fiscal year, 2007, where
it runs for a full 12 nonths, the inpact wll be

roughly $73 mllion. And what you see in the charts
we provided is that over the next 10 years the |oss of
this federal adjustnment that was passed by Congress
five years ago would be alnost a billion dollars -
$914 mllion dollars over the next ten years - of
support that's providing services across the state.

3:17:48 PM

VWhile this is noney that comes through the state, this
noney does not stay within the state; this noney is
used to pay providers. These are the dollars that are
payi ng for ever yt hi ng from wheel chairs and
prosthetics, to seniors and skilled nursing care, to
home and comunity-based services, per sonal care

HOUSE HES COWM TTEE - 6- February 22, 2005



attendant services, acute care services, services for
chronic disease, for children, for youth, and for the
seniors of this state. These are resources that are
going out right now to support infrastructure, ongoing
operations and maintenance, and personal services of
facilities all throughout the state. And who is hurt

the nost, | think, is largely rural Al aska, because
rural Al aska disproportionately relies upon Medicaid
as its primary source of paynent ... and revenue.

3:19: 06 PM
These challenges are real; the fiscal challenge is
real . What this resolution expresses is ... a

sunmation of the cost drivers in Alaska's health care
system The reason why the formula currently does not
serve Alaska very well ... [is] that the underlying
formula is fundanentally flawed; it sinply does not
acknow edge the high cost of delivering care in rural,
remote frontier states. And through resolution, [it]
urges Congress and the federal administration to pass
legislation this year to fix this funding challenge
and to continue the federal support for Alaska's
Medi caid programas it is doing in the current year.

3:19: 34 PM

CHAI R W LSON asked if the fix would be tenporary.

3:19:44 PM

COMWM SSI ONER G LBERTSON answered that that's Jlargely the
di scretion of the |anguage drafters. He stated from experience
that the nost recent adjustnment for the state was set with a

five-year sunset, because that was the anmpunt of noney that was
avai lable in the budget at the tine. He said he thinks there

will be a lot of conpeting factors. He said in the grand schene
of Medicaid "this is very small."™ He offered his understanding
that over the 10 years, Mdicare/Medicaid will be spending $2.6
trillion. Notwithstanding that, he stated, "In the grand schene

of the prograns thenselves it's very large when you start
tal king about a state our size and with our popul ati on base."

COWM SSI ONER G LBERTSON said sone states will be seeing their

federal support increase next year, while others will be seeing
it decrease. He explained that is due to an annual adjustnent
that looks at a rolling average of per capita incones. He
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reported that Alaska is the nbst negatively affected state at a
7.5-point drop. The second-nost affected state is Womng, with

a 3-point dr op. The rmagnitude of Alaska's drop is
unpr ecedent ed. He concluded, "It's going to be a challenge to
get this passed; | think it's sonmething that Congress can do
and we're certainly working with our delegation to try and get
this passed this year. But will it be sunset again? | think
parts of that will be budgetary concerns that wll drive that
deci sion. "

3:.21:28 PM

CHAIR WLSON asked if Comm ssioner Gl bertson thinks that the
del egation needs the resolution "to give them a little bit of
backup when they ask for it."

3:21: 39 PM

COWMWM SSI ONER G LBERTSON responded that he thinks Alaska's
del egation is keenly aware of the <challenge and has been
generally supportive of the state's health care system He
conti nued:

This has been passed twice by the United States
Congress; it's been passed twice by the U S Senate

unaninously. | think it's been generally acknow edged
that this is a challenge facing the state, and it is
in need of additional assistance. |"m sure we're al
aware ... federal enployees receive a cost of living
adjustnent for the state. Many federal prograns are
adj ust ed. This is one that should be adjusted as
wel | .

COM SSIONER G LBERTSON said he thinks even though the
delegation is aware of |[the need for adjustnent], it 1is
inmportant for all affected parties to share their concerns wth
t he del egati on.

3:22:32 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked Conm ssioner G|l bertson to describe
the difference between Title 21 and Title 109.

3:22:46 PM

COWMWM SSI ONER G LBERTSON explained that there is a different
match rate for different popul ations. He directed attention to
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[the first page of the previously nentioned 6-page handout] and
noted that [the chart at the far-right of the page, titled,
"Announced FMAP*"] shows a 57.58 percent match in fiscal year
2005 (FY 05) [under Title XIX FMAP] and a 70.31 percent natch
the same year J[under Title XX FMAP]. He said the fornmer
reflects the general Medicaid population, while the latter
reflects the enhanced federal nedical assistance percentage,
including the state children's prograns, such as Denali Kid
Car e. He added, "W also were able to get that enhanced match
rate for our breast and cervical cancer program under

Medicaid." He noted that there is a third category for Al aska
Natives who receive services through Native operated facilities
at 100 percent federal reinbursenent. That is not expressed on
the chart.
3:23:57 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON asked if the 100 percent natch popul ation
woul d be affected by the reduction.

3:24: 08 PM

COWMM SSI ONER G LBERTSON said it's inmportant to renenber that the
reduction is not felt by the provider, but is felt initially by
the state. The real inpact to the providers is felt the second
year when the legislature, as the appropriator, has to factor

into a new budget decision that "it's going to cost you $72
mllion in additional funding to do the sanme thing you were
doing the previous year." The challenge created then is whether

to offset that loss with the general fund or proposing program
reductions, or a conbination of the two. He said, "Wen that's
converted, the providers will feel that downstream because that
could be reductions in optional services, ... rates, [and/or]

eligibility." He reiterated that the nore rural providers
will be nore affected by that, because they disproportionately
rely upon Medicaid as one of their key sources of funding.

3:25: 05 PM
COW SS|I ONER @ LBERTSON conti nued as foll ows:

When the claim is submtted by our provider, we pay
t hat provider. W then turn to our federal sister
agency - Centers for Medicare/ Medicaid Services - and
we submt proof of that paynment, and then we claimit
and request paynent back from the federal governnent
for their share of that claim
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3:25:39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON reiterated that he wants to know whet her
t he population with the 100 percent match woul d be unaffected by
the reduction and would still remain at 100 percent.

3:25:52 PM

COWM SSI ONER G LBERTSON answered yes. He noted that's a
sizeable claimvolune in the system He added, "So, the nunbers
that you're seeing, in terns of inpact, to sonme extent [are]
actually nore drastic, because it's that inpact over a smaller
percentage of the overall Medicaid slice.”

3:26: 14 PM

CHAI R WLSON asked if many services will have to be cut "if this
doesn't happen.”

3:26:29 PM

COWMM SSI ONER G LBERTSON responded that the governor's budget for
FY 06 assunes that the President and Congress will pass and sign
legislation this year that wll hold harm ess Al aska and not
i npl enent this reduction. If there is no change in law by
Cctober 1, 2005, the admnistration will submt "a supplenental”
to the legislature in FY 06 to offset the loss in federal funds.
It will be up to the legislature to decide at that time whether
to fully fund the supplenental request or not to and instead
propose changes to the program "or sone other reduction.”

3:27:36 PM

CHAI R W LSON asked, "What happens if the legislature didn't okay
that? How would all this get paid then if it's past tense?"

3:27:56 PM

COWMM SSI ONER G LBERTSON said there is an acknow edged chall enge
if the hold harmless provision is not passed by Congress. If it
is six-seven nonths into a fiscal year and the legislature
chooses not to fund the entire anmount of the supplenental, that
would put tremendous pressure upon the agency to reduce
expenditures in the remaining nmnonths of the fiscal year "to
bring in line expenditures with authorization." He offered an
exanpl e.
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3:29: 39 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report HIJR 10 out of comittee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, HIR 10 was reported from the
House Heal th, Education and Soci al Services Standing Conmittee.
3:29:47 PM

CONFI RMATI ON HEARI NG( S)

Uni versity of Al aska Board of Regents

3:30:14 PM

CHAI R W LSON announced the next order of business would be the
confirmation hearing for appointees to the University of Al aska
Board of Regents.

3:30: 59 PM

CARL MARRS, Appointee to the University of Al aska Board of
Regents, told the commttee that he was born and raised in
Sel dovia, Alaska, went to school in Kodiak, Al aska, joined the
Marine Corps, and worked as a commercial fisherman. Begi nni ng
Septenber 1973, he worked for Cook Inlet Region, Incorporated
(CR) in a lot of different capacities, including as president
and CEO for the last eight years until his retirenent from C R
at the end of [2004].

3:31:47 PM
MR MARRS, in response to a question from Chair WIson,
confirmed that he is a new appointee. Furthernore, he shared

the reasons for his interest in the position. He said education
has al ways been a top priority. Even during his tinme with CIR
he spent a lot of time on prograns for children and hel ped fund
the CIRI Foundation for Education, which presently has an
endowrent of approxinmately $48 mllion. He revealed that he has
served for the past five years on the Alaska Pacific University
Board. He said he thinks he can be helpful to the university in
phil ant hropi c  ways. He nentioned his concerns regarding
fisheries, artic research, and research in general and stated
that he thinks the university can be one of the finest in the
world in terns of research and he would like to help nold it
t hat way.
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3:32:55 PM

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA noted that the University of Al aska,
Anchorage has "the applied health ... for the state ... for al

of the large nedical facilities,” and there is a desperate need
for advanced degrees to be given on that canpus "because of its

|arge applied health presence.” She nentioned expansion of
alternative health. She indicated that [the university] could
be the hub of "distance delivery center." She asked M. Marrs

if he has considered those i ssues and woul d address them
3:34:12 PM

MR. MARRS stated that he's spent an inordinate anount of tine
working with and helping set up the SouthCentral Foundation,
which is "the health arm for Cook Inlet region in Central
Al aska." He said there has been an explosive growmh in health
care in the Anchorage area. Both [the University of Al aska
Anchorage (UAA)] and [Alaska Pacific University (APU)] play a
key role in that. He said APU has focused on health
adm ni strative prograns and has a Masters program in that area,
while UAA is focusing on research and nursing. He said he
thinks there is so nuch nore that the university could do, but
it all equates to trying to get the funding to make it happen

He said he thinks it's an area that he has some know edge in, by
virtue of his work getting the SouthCentral Foundation set up
and headed in the right direction, and also because of working
with the federal governnment to get federal dollars to help those
i ssues.

3:36: 20 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said he is pleased to see sonmeone from his
district nomnated for this position. He said there are
basically three concentrated canpuses, in Fairbanks (UAF),
Anchorage (UAA), and Juneau (UAS), as well as the dispersed
regi onal canpuses. He asked M. Marrs to share his evaluation
of those systens and whether he has strong support for the rural
canpuses across the state or would |ike to concentrate the

el enents into the three mai n canpuses.
3:37:10 PM
MR. MARRS said he needs to learn nore about those canpuses, but

said he thinks they bring value to the university system He
suggested that with today's technology there ought to be sone
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cost efficiencies built in to the system He stated his belief
that having a campus in areas that have popul ations is necessary
for education. He nentioned tinber, fishing, and tourism He
said the university ought to be able to help comunities in
t hose areas through research to make the state a better place in

which to work and live. He said he thinks the university has
the capability and the technology to "nake those kind of things
happen.” He noted, "W're one of the only universities in the
country that has a ... super conputer.”

3:39: 05 PM

REPRESENTATI VE ANDERSON t hanked M. Marrs for his service to the
state, in terns of his philanthropy and business and private

sector experience. He said he thinks that will "conplenment your
public sector analysis as you help ... secure funding for the
university." He added, "I think we'll have a really good

advocate in Carl."
3:40: 14 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to advance the confirmation of Carl
Marrs to the joint session of the House and Senate. There being
no objection, the confirmation of Carl Marrs to the position of
Board of Regents was advanced.

3:40:46 PM

JEFF STASER, Appointee to the University of Alaska Board of
Regents, noted that his grandfather was in the Sixth Al aska
Territorial Legislature and his parents net at the University of
Al aska Fairbanks canpus. He related that he enlisted, attended
West Point Acadeny, and served a mlitary career, ending up in
Washi ngton D.C. as the assistant director of civil works for the
corps of engineers. After that, he was asked to join Senator
Ted Stevens' staff from 1994-1999. In 1999, the senator asked
him to serve in Alaska as the federal co-chair of the Denali
Comm ssi on. M. Staser noted that, while working for Senator
Stevens, he was the associate staff fromthe senator's office on
the Senate Conmerce Subcommttee for Science and Technol ogy.
Since conmng back to the state, he has worked at the University
of Al aska, Anchorage (UAA) as the Business School advisory board
menber and Engi neering School advisory board nmenber, as well as
serving on the statewide [Experinental Program to Stimulate
Conpetitive Research (EPSCoR)]. M. Staser said he is deeply
rooted in the state and wuniversity system and sees "sone
wonderful, wunfolding opportunities to engage [the] wuniversity
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with federal help with sone of the issues that are |oonming |arge
right here in front of us in the very near future.”

3:43: 14 PM

REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA noted that she is a student and neets wth
many students who have expressed concern about the lack of
advanced degree progranms in advanced health fields. The result
is that those students don't have the incentive to stay at the

university and go Qutside nore often than not. She indicated
that there is not much opportunity to work in health
institutions right next to the university. She says this is a

probl em that needs to be addressed. She said, "The concentrated
health center there does offer an opportunity that appears to ne
not being taken advantage of. Have you thought of any way to
deal with that?"

3:45: 05 PM

MR. STASER replied that the nore he | earns about the university,
the nore he realizes how nuch at risk that institution is for
losing its accreditation and capacity to do research and
devel opnent . He said it's difficult to recruit Ph.D.s to cone
to Alaska wth their famlies, and wthout those Ph.D.
instructors, the wuniversity not only loses out on research
opportunities, but the classroom suffers. He suggested that if
the university cannot inport instructors with Ph.D.s, it ought
to "grow' its own. He offered further details.

3:46: 29 PM

MR. STASER said the multiple-disciplinary aspects of a full-
fl edged Ph.D. program are huge. He said the boards he is
involved with have been working hard to get programs on the
canpuses that pronote having graduate |evel progranms, so that
peopl e can get degrees and stay in Al aska.

3:47:08 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said he thinks M. Staser's involvenent in
nonprofit organizations is beneficial. He restated the question
he asked of M. Mrrs regarding the main canmpuses and regional
sites.

3:47:57 PM
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MR. STASER responded that as he travels around the state, he has
seen many rural conmmunities and regional hubs. He said, "W're
all working in the connected world through the Internet. I
think one of our greatest natural resources is the untapped
mental capacity of our rural folks." He opined that if people
are not given access to education, "they'll never figure out how
to pay for and sustain their famlies and their conmunities.”
He said the main universities and the regional areas are all one
econom c engi ne, connected nore so than ever. He conti nued:

W're at a threshold. W either recognize how to tap
into our ability to innovate, our ability to think,
our ability to work together, or we don't. And if we
can't do it effectively in a sustainable basis, who's
going to do it for wus? | nean, shane on us if we
don't figure out how to get the optinmum m x of access
to high ..., good ..., and sustainable education, so
that we can afford the university that we've got. I
think we can get there, but it's going to take an

awful lot of teamwrk - a lot of realization that
we're all in this together, and we may have to read
just sone of the opportunities versus constraints that
we're working wth. One of the things |'ve |earned
already through the wuniversity is how conplex our
university systemis, and ... we need to take a |ook
at that.
3:50: 15 PM
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expressed that many are concerned that
funding will be concentrated at the main canpuses and drained
from the regional canpuses. He indicated that he doesn't want

total reliance on a connection to the rural centers through the
| nt er net.

3:51: 01 PM

MR. STASER said he agrees. He said a person can't get a good
education "just through the Internet."” He stated the inportance
of lab work and hands-on experience. He concluded, "There's a

ot of things that could be done better in our rural comrunities
with the proper bal ance of resources and access."”

3:51:42 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to advance the confirmation of Jeff
Staser to the joint session of the House and Senate. There
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being no objection, the confirmation of Jeff Staser to the
position of Board of Regents was advanced.

3:52:18 PM
ROBERT MARTIN, Appointee to the University of Alaska Board of

Regents, told the conmttee that he was born and raised in the
rural village of Kake and graduated high school in Juneau. He

attended a technical school in Kansas run by the Bureau of
Indian Affairs, and worked several vyears for the Federal
Aviation Admnistration (FAA) as a radar technician. He

attended the University of Al aska Fairbanks (UAF), graduating in
1969, at which point he served in the US. Arny. During his
service in the Arny, he helped build the road to Prudhoe Bay for
the Alaska Pipeline. Since then he has worked primarily in the
electric utility and road building industries, primarily wth
the then Departnent of H ghways [currently the Departnent of
Transportation & Public Facilities]. Currently, he is working
as the regional transportation engineer for the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, with responsibility for transportation needs throughout
rural Al aska.

3:53:59 PM

MR. MARTIN stated he is interested in serving on the board for a
nunber of reasons. First, after receiving an excellent
engi neering education from UAF, he said, serving on the Al aska
Board of Regents would be a way to repay the university system
for that education. Second, he said a huge benefit is having
"served ny career in Alaska with people I went to school wth."
He offered further details.

3:55: 09 PM

MR. MARTIN described rural Al aska as an untapped workhorse.
Currently, he said, the state is facing a |abor shortage so

severe that within a few years, it will becone overwhelnng if
nothing is done. He said rural residents have a problem
adapting to an wurban l|ifestyle while going to school, but

offered his belief that rural citizens and those who need to
hire new engi neers or business najors - for exanple - could help
each ot her.
3:56: 13 PM

MR. MARTIN said he was fortunate to have grown up in a famly
with a grandfather and uncle who both graduated from coll ege.
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The former was a territorial legislator and the latter served
his career as a certified public accountant (CPA). He added,
"That's not sonething that's available to nost rural Kkids. So,
they grow up wthout soneone that ... would ... be good at
things that they val ue. That sort of |eaves out many of the
teachers, because the teachers aren't skilled at the things that
are valued in the Bush.”" He indicated that [by serving on the
Al aska Board of Regents] he could be a role nodel for the
children in rural Al aska.

CHAIR WLSON agreed that having a famly nenber with a college
education can have a big inpact on a person's life.

3:58:01 PM

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA noted that the top enployer in Alaska is
in the field of health care. She said it's a profession in
which people can work within a variety of job ranges. She

stressed the inportance of having a health conponent at every
university, and asked M. Martin if he has given the matter
t hought .

3:59:59 PM

MR. MARTIN admtted that health care is not a matter he has
spent nmuch tinme thinking about. Not wi t hst andi ng that, he said
that as the Baby Booners age, the demand on the health care
system i ncreases. He noted that many of the health care
prof essionals and technicians go out of state to get their
education, and he indicated that that is an issue that could be
addr essed. He reported that at the last [University of Al aska
Board of Regents] neeting, the board approved the addition of an
x-ray technician program in the University of Al aska Southeast
(UAS).

4:01: 44 PM

CHAIR WLSON stated that by 2010 Alaska will need 4,000 new
regi stered nurses (RNs). Two years ago, the university
graduated only 200 RNs. She predicted that, within five years,
there will be the beginning of a crisis in health care. She
said the problemis nationw de.

4:03: 00 PM

HOUSE HES COW TTEE -17- February 22, 2005



REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said M. Martin covered the inportance of
rural canpuses in his remarks. He told M. Martin that he also
graduated in 1969 from UAF.

4:03: 29 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noved to advance the confirmation of
Robert Martin to the joint session of the House and Senate.
There being no objection, the confirmation of Robert Mrtin to
the position of Board of Regents was advanced.

Pr of essi onal Teaching Practices Commi ssion

4:04: 01 PM

CHAI R WLSON announced that the final order of business would be
the confirmation hearing for an appointee to the Professional
Teachi ng Practices Conm ssion.

4:04: 36 PM

KAREN MACKLI N, Appointee to the Professional Teaching Practices
Comm ssion (PTPC), told the conmittee that she came with her
famly to Alaska in 1967 as a senior in high school. After
graduating from high school, she spent several years working in
the private sector and owned businesses in the Anchorage and
G rdwood ar ea. She received her BEd in [Elenentary] Education
from the University of Al aska, Anchorage (UAA) in 1985. She
said she has taught both regular and special education, pre-
school to college level, for approximtely 20 years - 14 of
those years in Al aska. She noted that she holds a Masters of
Speci al Education from UAA Ms. Macklin said she has been
active in NEA-Alaska and its local chapters, and has been
involved with her local school districts in a variety of
capaci ti es.

4:05:50 PM

MS. MACKLI N stated her biggest reason for wanting to participate
with PTPC is: "I like the idea that we have the ability to
police our own profession; that we have the responsibility to
uphold the [professionalisn] of educators.”™ She said she thinks
the ethics that have been outlined in the Al aska Code are
inmportant. Ms. Macklin said she is confident that she holds the
respect of her coll eagues. She said in Sitka there has been a
new awar eness of what the PTPC does and what the ethics actually
nmean. She said she is interested in learning nore, including
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the | egal vocabulary and processes used by the comm ssion. She

stated that she has enjoyed the sessions in which she has

participated and has found the team to be professional and open

to discussion on tough issues regarding certification of

teachers. She revealed, "It's ny first sonmewhat political arena
to be involved in, and |I've been enjoying it so far."

4:07:25 PM

M5. MACKLIN rem nded Representative WIson that she had net her
| ast year when she brought a group of students in for
“transition fair" fromSitka. She offered further details.

4:08:40 PM

REPRESENTATI VE GARDNER noted that M. Macklin had been invol ved
in [fetal alcohol syndrone (FAS) and fetal alcohol spectrum
di sorders (FASD)] coursework and said she's sure Ms. Macklin is
aware that "it's a huge problem for this state.”™ She asked if
Ms. Macklin has any suggestions for things that should be done
in Alaska for FAS/FASD children that are not currently being
done.

4:09:18 PM

M5. MACKLIN responded that she would |like to say there is an
easy answer to prevent FAS and [fetal alcohol effects (FAE)].
She nentioned that there is a related clinic in Sitka, but it is
difficult to get a diagnosis, because the nother doesn't always
want to admit that she was drinking or abusing substances during
her pregnancy. Notw t hstandi ng that, she stated she thinks a
| ot of the synptons of FAS/ FAE can be worked with whether or not
the student "has that |[|abel." She said the state offers
education on the subject and she can't think of anything else
that can be done but offer nore education.

4:11: 03 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to advance the confirmation of Karen
Macklin to the joint session of the House and Senate. Ther e
being no objection, the confirmation of Karen WMacklin to the
position of the Professional Teaching Practices Comm ssion was
advanced.

ADJ OQURNVENT
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There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Commttee neeting
was adj ourned at 4:12:30 PM
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