HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 16, 2006
4:06 p.m

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Chenault called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 4:06:18 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representati ve Ri chard Foster
Representati ve M ke Hawker
Representative Jim Hol m

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly
Representative Beth Kerttul a
Representative Carl Moses

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch

ALSO PRESENT

Representative Sharon G ssna; Meera Kuhler, Al aska Village
El ectric Association; Al an Budahl, Board Chair, Boys and
Grls Club; Cheri Gllian, Volunteer Board Menber, Boys and
Grls Cub; Ira Perman, Ready to Read, Read and Learn Task
Force; Suzi Pearson, Abused Wonen's Aid in Crisis

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Ellen Krasnak, Catholic Social Services; Dave Falsey,
Dentist, Key Canpaign; Chris Hall; Vern MCorkle; Ronni
Sul livan, Director, Southern Region EMS; Ji m Udel hoven, CEQ,
Udel hoven G| Services; Frank Apple, Pioneer Honmes Advisory
Board; Steve Lesko, President, Key Coalition; Steve Rollins;
D ana Rey, Hope Community Resources; Abigail Nauman, Hope
Communi ty Resour ces; Yvette W son, Hope Comuni ty
Resources; Terry Schoenthal, KSKA/ KAKM Sandy Canery, WMabel
T. Caverly Senior Center; Ed Earnhart; Patricia Cochran;
Brooke Antonich, VOA of Alaskan KIDS and Famlies; C W
Fl oyd, DHHS- MOA; Tam Eller; Gmen Lee, The Arc of Anchorage;
Ellen Paneok, Big Brothers, Big Sisters; Peggy Onens,
Executive Director, Big Brothers, Big Sisters; Alex
Johnston, Director of Statewide Initiatives, Big Brothers,
Big Sisters; Scott Jones, Big Brothers, Big Sisters; Robin
Phillips, Big Brothers, Big Sisters; Rosalie Nadeau,
Executive Director, AKEELA Jayson Smart, Parent  of
Devel opnental Disabilities, ED, Stone Soup Goup; D ane
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I ngl e,
Saddl er;

Municipality of Anchorage Health Departnent; Dan

Candace Wnkler, Childcare Provider & Parent
Net wor k; Kal en Saxton, Al aska Fam |y Childcare Associ ation

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

HB 365 "An Act making appropriations for the operating
and | oan program expenses of state governnent, for
certain progranms, and to capitalize funds; making
appropriations under art. I X, sec. 17(c),
Constitution of the State of Al aska, from the
constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing
for an effective date."

HB 366 "An Act making appropriations for the operating
and capital expenses of the state's integrated
conpr ehensi ve nmental health program and providing
for an effective date."

The followi ng overview was taken in log note format. Tapes

and handouts

wi |l be on file with the House Finance

Conmi ttee through the 24th Legislative Session, contact 465-

6814. After

the 24th Legislative Session they wll be

avai | abl e through the Legislative Library at 465-3808.

Publ ic Testinony: Anchorage

TI MVE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
4:07:30 PM | ELLEN KRASNAK, | Spoke in support of reinstating funding
CATHOLI C for the Human Services Matching G ant.
SQOCI AL She related services and the facilities
SERVI CES served by this grant. She pointed out
that Catholic Social Services nmakes
good use of these funds.

4:11: 25 PM | DAVE FALSEY, | Advocated for funding for the Dental

DENTI ST, KEY |Health Bill. He shared how i nportant
CAMPAI GN dental health care is for everyone.

4:15:23 PM |CHRI'S HALL Spoke of a goal of a workforce trained
and enployed in Al aska. He advocat ed
for funding the University Budget
Request .

4:17:46 PM | VERN MCCORKLE Testified in support of funding for
Al aska Public Radio Network (APRN). He
menti oned how val uabl e public broadcast
is to rural Alaska and to the rest of
the state.

4:19:50 PM | RONNI Testified in support of funding for

SULLI VAN, Enmergency Medical Services prograns,
DI RECTOR, whi ch have been flat-funded for several
SOUTHERN years. She pointed to changes in EMS
REG ON EMS relating to pandemc flu issues. She
nentioned a | oss of staff and training.
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4:23:02 PM [JIM UDELHOVEN, | Spoke in favor of full funding for the
CEO, UDELHOVEN | Vocational Training Center. He terned
O L SERVI CES it a good investnent by reducing future

unenpl oynment, cost, and crine.

4:26:26 PM | FRANK APPLE, | Shared statistics about the high cost

PIONEER HOVES | of residential care in Pioneer Hones.

ADVI SCRY BOARD |Staffing |evels have not increased and
nore staffing is needed to deal wth
I ncreasingly conplex problens. He
testified in support of I ncreased
funding for staffing in Pioneer Hones.

4:28:20 PM | STEVE LESKO, | Advocat ed for famlies W th

PRESI DENT, KEY |disabilities. He shared a personal

COALI TI ON experi ence. He discussed problens with
wait-1listed clients and of fered
solutions by famly support resources.
He testified in support of reducing the
nunber of Al askans who are waiting for
services.

4:32:25 PM | STEVE ROLLI NS Testified in support of full funding as
proposed in the governor’s budget for
the University of Al aska Anchorage. He
shared the excellent return for dollars
i nvested in the university.

4:34:13 PM | DI ANA REY, | Shar ed her backgr ound Wi th

HOPE COVMUNI TY |i ndi vidualized services wth nental

RESOURCES heal t h. She described the benefits
attained from receiving nental health
servi ces. She shared several exanples
of support received.

4:36:47 PM | MEERA KUHLER, |Urged the commttee’ s support of Power

ALASKA VI LLAGE | Cost Equalization, wthout which, |eads
ELECTRI C to hardship in rural areas.
ASSQOCI ATI ON
4:38:21 PM | ALAN BUDAHL, | Advocated for support for the Youth
BOARD CHAIR, | Success Initiative. He shared the
BOYS AND A RLS|m ssion of the Boys and Grls Cub and
CLUB listed the benefits of supporting the
Cl ub’ s proposal .
4:41:16 PM | REPRESENTATIVE |Asked if the Boys and Grls Cub is
JOULE wor king with other groups. M . Budahl
replied that four other groups were
chosen to work with the initiative.

4:42:28 PM |[CHERI G LLIAN, |Testified in support of funding the

VOLUNTEER Yout h Success Initiative. She

BOARD MEMBER, |described the extent of the initiative.

BOYS AND A RLS|She related the costs of incarcerating

CLUB one youth. She shared the dub’s
ability to address and neasure the
outcones of the initiative.

4:45:24 PM |1 RA PERVAN, | Reported that too many pr eschool

READY TO READ, |students are unprepared for school. He
READ AND LEARN|shared that Kkids that don’t read well
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TASK FORCE often get into trouble. He noted that
the task force is in the process of
putting together a plan to renmedy this
situati on. He asked that a dollar
anount be returned to the governor’s
budget in order to support the Ready to
Read initiative.

4:49:19 PM | SUzZI PEARSQON, | Spoke to the inportance of the funding

ABUSED WOMVEN S| $3 million for HSMG

AID IN CRI SI S

4:50: 42 PM | ABI GAI L Testified in favor of CCFC waivers.

NAUMAN, HOPE | She shared a personal experience of a

COVMUNI TY client in the program who did not have

RESOQURCES to remain on the wait [list. She
encouraged reinstatenent of the funding
t he governor proposed.

4:53:40 PM | YVETTE WLSON, | Shared her experience as a parent wth

HOPE COVMUNI TY | support from these services. She

RESOURCES encouraged reinstatenent of the wait-
li st fundi ng in t he governor’s
pr oposal .

4:55:29 PM | REPRESENTATIVE |Clarified the wait-list funding was not

HAVWKER proposed in the governor’'s budget. He
pointed out that the funds were added
by the | egi sl ature.

4:56: 51 PM | TERRY Encouraged the conmttee to accept the

SCHOENTHAL, recommendation for funding for public

KSKA/ KAKM r adi o.

4:58:18 PM | SANDY CAMERY, | Encouraged further funding for the

MABEL T. |matching grants for seniors. She asked

CAVERLY SENI OR|for al | recipients for preventive

CENTER dental work that would save Medicaid
dol | ars.

5:00: 30 PM | ED EARNHART Testified in favor of greater funding
for education and the University of
Al aska.

5:02: 09 PM | PATRICI A Uged further funding for substance

COCHRAN abuse prevention. 25% of Al aska
children are victins of al cohol
di sorders. Research has shown the
greatest factors in secondary activity
such as FASD are early diagnosis and
living in stable hone environnent.

5:05:33 PM | BROCKE Testified on behalf of greater funding

ANTONI CH, VOA |[for prevention services. She addressed

CF ALASKAN [the services that are taxed wthout

Kl DS AND | preventi on.

FAM LI ES

5:08:00 PM |C. W FLOYD, | Noted support for Health and Hunman

DHHS- MOA Service |line item for the Cty of
Anchorage in the anount of $500, 000.
He nment i oned addr essi ng col | ateral
services st at ewi de for soci al
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detoxi fication system

5:11:54 PM | TAM ELLER Requested youth treatnent funding at
t he Governor’s request ed amount .
Children are at risk for neeting their
full potential.
5:14:18 PM |GNEN LEE, THE|Urged support for the HESS subcommittee
ARC OF|(for the wait |list to support the work
ANCHORAGE of that group waiting for services.
5:16:30 PM | ELLEN PANECK, | Requested full fundi ng of t he
BIG BROTHERS, | Governor’s Youth Initiative. Bi g
Bl G SI STERS Brothers Big Sisters receives a portion
of that grant funding.
5:18:14 PM | PEGGY OVENS, | Expressed support for the Governor’s
EXECUTI VE Youth Initiative. In Anchorage, there
DI RECTOR, BIG|are nore than 16,000 youths that could
BROTHERS, Bl G| benefit from a quality ment ori ng
SI STERS rel ati onship. She spoke to the success
of the BBBS progranms helping children
| eading happier and nore productive
lives.
5:20:15 PM | ALEX JOHNSTON, | Urged support for the Governor’s Youth
DI RECTOR OF|Initiative.
STATEW DE
I NI TI ATI VES,
BIG BROTHERS,
Bl G SI STERS
5:22:38 PM | SCOTT JONES, | Spoke about his Little WMatch, Dante,
BIG BROTHERS, |and ur ged full f undi ng for t he
Bl G SI STERS Governor’s Youth Initiative.
5:25:22 PM | ROBI N Requested support for the Governor’s
PHI LLI PS, BIG|Youth Initiative. The partners for the
BROTHERS, Bl G| program have proven their success
S| STERS across the State.
5:27:39 PM | ROSALI E Urged reconsideration of the reduction
NADEAU, to prevention prograns for substance
EXECUTI VE abuse. Those progr ams pay for
DI RECTOR, t hensel ves. The state is not neeting
AKEELA t he needs. She stressed the need to
| ook at priorities for progress for the
state. She nentioned how the state
pays for overcrowded prisons, etc.
5:32:19 PM | JAYSON SMART, | Spoke in favor of full funding for the
PARENT OF | Departnent of Health and Social Service
DEVEL OPMVENTAL progranms for FASD. He urged support
DI SABI LI TI ES, for the $506,000 general fund dollars
ED, STONE SOUP|and the increnent that the governor
GROUP proposed, an addition of $500, 000. I n
previous years, Alaska received noney
from the federal governnent. He urged

those funding increnents, a mninal
I nvestment for this inportant work.
Testified for further funding for
DD wait list.

t he
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5:37:10 PM | DI ANE | NGLE, | Requested for support to continue
MUNI Cl PALI TY funding of the infrastructure for
OF ANCHORAGE | public health nursing support in the
HEALTH anount of the governor’s request.
DEPARTMENT Urged full funding for the imunization
registry.

5:41:09 PM | DAN SADDLER Testified in support of Hone and
Community based waiver services for
those with disabilities. He shared
that he had twins, one wth autism
There are special stresses on parents
who have children wth disabilities.
He urged that the governor’s proposal
be accept ed.

5:44:05 PM | CANDACE Asked to reinstate the funding of

W NKLER, $750,000 that was in the governor’s
CHI LDCARE proposed budget for early childhood
PROVI DER & | devel opnent. She nentioned the Ready
PARENT NETWORK (to Read Task Force. The i nvest nment
will help many children in the State of
Al aska to be all that they can be.
5:47:56 PM | KALEN SAXTON, [Urged that the $750,000 be replaced
ALASKA FAMLY|into the |egislative proposed budget.
CHI LDCARE She added concerns for those children
ASSCCI ATI ON wi th FAS and FAE. She urged diagnosis

for those conditions.

ADJ QURNMENT

The neeting was adjourned at 5:49 PM
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