HOUSE FI NANCE COW TTEE
March 18, 2005
1:36 p. m

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Chenault called the House Finance Comm ttee neeting
to order at 1:36:55 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representati ve Ri chard Foster
Representati ve M ke Hawker
Representative Ji m Hol m

Representati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative Mke Kelly
Representative Carl Moses
Representative Bruce Weyhrauch

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Eric Croft

ALSO PRESENT

GENERAL SUBJECT(S) :

HB 66

HB 67

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating
and capital expenses of the state's integrated
conpr ehensi ve nmental health program and providing
for an effective date."

HB 66 was heard and HELD in Commttee for further
consi der ati on.

"An Act meking appropriations for the operating
and | oan program expenses of state governnent, for
certain progranms, and to capitalize funds; making
appropriations under art. I X, sec. 17(c),
Constitution of the State of Al aska, from the
constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing
for an effective date."

HB 66 was heard and HELD in Commttee for further
consi der ati on.

Public Testinony Operating Budget:

Juneau and Fai r banks
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JUNEAU:

Carol Edwards, Alaska Nurses Association; R c Ilannalino,
Coordi nator, Juneau FASD Diagnostic Cinic; Karen Cashen,
Parent; Catherine Reardon, Parent; Barbara Thurston, Parent;
Lucy Hudson, Menber, Governor’s Advisory Board on Al coholism
and Drug Abuse; Jeannie Mnk, Parent; Holly Cockerille,
Social Worker; Merle Ritter, Southeast Al aska |ndependent
Living; Cheryl Hull, Southeast Alaska |ndependent Living;
Cat hy Johnson, Menber, Board of Directors, AWARE, Mrc
Wheel er; Walter Mijoris, Director, Juneau Youth Service;
Brian Johnson, Director, Juneau Economic Devel opnent
Council; Pam Johansen, Parent; Ruth Sinpson, National
Council on Al cohol and other Drug Dependency; Ruth Sinpson,
National Council on Alcohol and other Drug Dependency;
El i zabet h Ruder, National Council on Al cohol and other Drug
Dependency; Chava Lee; Sherrie \Wenzl au, Meeting the
Chal | enge Canpai gn; Barbara Bel knap, Board Menber, AWARE;
Nancy Karacand, Al aska Conm ssion on Aging; Kevin Ritchie,
Al aska Municipal League; Karen Sidell, Bethel; Virginia
Sm | ey; Caren Robinson, Al aska Wnen's Lobby; Lance Ml ler,
Executive Director, Juneau Econom c Devel opnent

TI MVE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
1:38:24 PM | Carol Edwards, |Spoke in favor of maintaining health
Al aska Nurses |care services in the budget, as well as
Associ ati on f undi ng for br east and cervi cal
prevention and early detection. She

cancer conpared to preventative

hi ghl i ghted expenses related to breast

costs.

1:44:23 PM |Ric lannalino, |[Stressed the inportance of continued

Coor di nat or, funding for FASD diagnostic services.
Juneau FASD | Shared expenses related to prevention
Di agnosti c and treatnent.
Ainic
1:46:47 PM | Karen Cashen, | Spoke of per sonal experience wth
Par ent expenses related to having an FASD
child. Testified in support of the
Governor’s request to replace federal
funding for diagnostic services for
Fetal Al cohol Spectrum Di sorder.
1:49:40 PM | Cat herine Encouraged funding for small public
Rear don, charter school s. She related how they
Par ent are funded as a separate school if it
has an ADM of at |east 150 students.
1:53: 01 PM | Barbara Explained the inequity in funding of
Thur st on, small public charter schools in the
Par ent Juneau School District. She spoke in

favor of adding the charter
grant back into the budget.

school

1:55:19 PM | Lucy Hudson, | Testified in support of the Governor’s
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Menber,
Governor’s

Advi sory Board
on Al cohol i sm
and Drug Abuse

request to replace federal funding for
di agnostic services for Fetal Al cohol
Spectrum Di sorder. She rel at ed
advantages of funding ©prograns for

prevention. She al so spoke in favor of
fundi ng substance abuse prograns.

1:58:49 PM |Jeannie Monk, | Spoke in favor of equalizing funding
Par ent for charter schools because they offer
nore educati onal options.
2:01: 07 PM |Holly Stressed the inportance of continued
Cockerille, fundi ng for FASD di agnostic services.
Soci al Wor ker
2:02:17 PM |Merle Ritter, |Related per sonal experience as a
Sout heast beneficiary of SAIL prograns, such as
Al aska visual aids, which enable her to live
| ndependent at  hone. She encouraged continued
Li vi ng f undi ng.
2:03:56 PM | Cheryl Hul | , | Request ed conti nued fundi ng for
Sout heast i ndependent living centers provided by
Al aska SAI L.
I ndependent
Li vi ng
2:07:29 PM | Cathy Johnson, | Shared per sonal experiences with
Menber , Board | donmestic and sexual violence. She
of Directors, |requested additional funds of $300,000
AWARE for victims of donmestic violence and
sexual assault.
2:10:19 PM | Marc \Wheel er Stressed the inportance of continued
funding for FASD diagnostic services.
He pointed out the advantages of
i nvesting in prevention.
2:12:06 PM | Wl ter Spoke about the Governor’s Bring Youth
Maj ori s, Hone Initiative, and in favor of
Di rector, funding for the Mental Health Gant in
Juneau Yout h | Medi cai d, FASD and substance abuse
Servi ce preventi on.
2:14:56 PM |Brian Johnson, | Requested f undi ng for m cro-
Di rector, enterprises, 18 per cent of al |
Juneau enpl oynent in Al aska, to support
Economi ¢ devel opnent of snall busi nesses.
Devel oprent
Counci |
2:18:04 PM |Pam Johansen, | Spoke in favor of supporting snall
Par ent public charter school funding.
2:19:50 PM |[Ruth  Sinpson, |Related reports of drug and alcohol
Nat i onal abuse by youth and the need for nore
Counci | on | prevention prograns.
Al cohol and
ot her Drug
Dependency
2:22:26 PM | Elizabeth Spoke of her job as a social worker at
Ruder t he Johnson Youth Center and the need
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Nat i onal for continued prevention services. She
Counci | on|related success stories and enphasized
Al cohol and |the need for continued funding.
ot her Dr ug
Dependency
2:25:41 PM | Chava Lee Testified in support of conti nued
funding for positions at the Juneau
Pi oneer Hone. She suggested that
Al aska becone a l|eader in the care of
the elderly.
2:30: 08 PM | Sherrie Shared personal experiences wth drug
Wenzl au, and al cohol abuse and rel at ed
Meet i ng the |statistics about drug and al cohol abuse
Chal | enge of yout h. She enphasi zed the need for
Canpai gn continued funding for drug and al coho
abuse prevention.
2:34: 08 PM | Barbara Urged appropriation of additional funds
Bel knap, Board |for prevention of donestic violence and
Menber, AWARE preventi on prograns.
2:36:41 PM | Nancy Expressed concern for vul nerabl e
Kar acand, Al askans, especially the elderly. She
Al aska urged support for additional staff at
Conmi ssion on |the Pioneer Honme, and increased funding
Agi ng for the honme nursing program and for
adult protective services program
2:40:32 PM |Kevin Ritchie, [Shared financial information on snall
Al aska comunities (copy on file.) and
Muni ci pal request ed assi stance for them
League
2:42:46 PM |Karen Sidell, | Spoke about cost cont ai nment of
Bet hel Medicaid benefits. She requested
conti nued fundi ng of Medicaid prograns.
2:46:50 PM |Virginia Testified as a breast cancer survivor
Sm | ey in support of the Governor’'s $1.8
mllion dollar request for continuation
and expansion for cervical and breast
cancer screening. She spoke of the
benefits of prevention from a persona
experi ence.
2:49:27 PM | Caren Spoke to two issues: in support of
Robi nson, continuation and expansion for cervica
Al aska Wonen’s | and breast cancer screening, in support
Lobby of additional funding for donestic
vi ol ence progr ans. She rel at ed
personal stories of the wonmen she
represents.
2:53:22 PM | At ease.
3:13:25 PM |Lance Mller, [Spoke in favor of small busi ness
Executi ve devel opnent . He shared infornation
Director, about Springboard, a resource for snal
Juneau busi ness projects.
Econom c

Devel opnent
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| # | RECESSED | The neeting was recessed at 3:16 PM

Co-Chair Chenault reconvened the House Finance Commttee
meeting to order at 4:38:41 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representati ve Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Richard Foster
Representati ve M ke Hawker
Representative JimHol m

Represent ati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative M ke Kelly

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Eric Croft
Representative Carl Mses
Representati ve Bruce Weyhrauch

FAI RBANKS:

Rut h  Prokopowi ch; Miurray Richnond; George Hi sanoto; Andy
Har ri ngt on; Taber Rehbaum Ki merbly  Bander hoof; Webb
Phillips; David Jacobson; Brenda Stanfill; Cam Aries;
Hadahra Ben-lsrael; Deborah Al man Reynol ds; Sandy Young;
Pam Kar al unas; Shayl e Hutchison, Stevie s Place, Fairbanks;
Anni e Hopper, Fairbanks; M ke Powers, Fairbanks; Cheryl
Keepers, Fairbanks Borough Health and Social Services

Comm ssion; Sandra Bond, Legal Advocate, Interior Al aska
Cent er for Non- Vi ol ence Li vi ng, Fai r banks; Annette
Fr ei bur ger, Fai r banks; Karen MclLai n, Fai r banks; Luke

Hopki ns, Fairbanks North Star Assenbly, Fairbanks; Ruthanmae
Karr, Fairbanks; Philip, Fairbanks.

TI MVE SPEAKER DI SCUSSI ON
4:38:53 PM | CO-CHAI R Convened the House Finance Conmittee
CHENAULT neeting in order to take statew de

t he Fairbanks area.

testimony on the operating budget from

4:43: 03 PM | RUTH Testified on behalf of continued FAS
PROKOPOWHI CH, f undi ng. She spoke to the current
FAI RBANKS prograns and the famlies that they

serve. She requested nore progranms for
those people that suffer substance

abuse.
4:45: 40 PM | MURRAY Spoke in support of continued funding
RI CHVOND, for public broadcasting.
FAI RBANKS
4:47:17 PM | GEORGE Spoke in support of restoration of
H SAMOTQ, | ndependence living grants and capital
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FAI RBANKS requests to assi st t hose with
di sabilities.

4:49: 44 PM | ANDY Spoke in support of continued funding
HARRI NGTON, for public broadcasting, Human Services
FAl RBANKS Mat chi ng G ant to 2.2 mllion.

Testified in support of the Governor’s
$1.8 mllion dol | ar request for
continuation and expansion for cervical
and breast cancer screening. Stressed
the inportance of continued funding for
FASD di agnosti c services.

4.52:16 PM | TABER REHBAUM |Testified in support of restoration of

FAlI RBANKS the Human Services Matching Gant of
2.2 mllion. Testified in support of
the CGovernor’s $1.8 mllion dollar
request for continuation and expansion
for cervi cal and br east cancer
screening. Testified in support of the
Governor’s request to replace federal
funding for diagnostic services for
Fetal Al cohol Spectrum D sorder.

4:54:17 PM | KI MBERLY Spoke in support of progranms to prevent
BANDERHOOF, sui ci de.

FAI RBANKS

4:56:27 PM |WEBB PHI LLIPS, | Spoke in support of independent |iving
FAlI RBANKS services.

4:58: 03 PM | DAVID Testified in support of full funding
JACOBSON, for Independent Living Gants and a
FAI RBANKS capital appropriation and transition

funds, which help individuals return to
t heir hones.

5:00: 06 PM | BRENDA Testified in support of funding for
STANFI LL, donmestic violence and sexual assault
FAI RBANKS pr ogr ans.

5:02: 23 PM | HADAHRA BEN- | Testified in support of funding for
| SRAEL, donmestic violence and sexual assault
FAI RBANKS pr ogr ans.

5:04:15 PM | DEBORAH ALLMAN | Testified in support of funding for
REYNOLDS, donmestic violence and sexual assault
| NTERI OR prograns. She stressed for additional
ALASKA  CENTER | fund.

FOR NON-

VI CLENCE

LI VI NG,

FAI RBANKS

5:05:20 PM | PAM KARALUNAS, | Testified in support of the Governor’s
FAlI RBANKS r equest for funding of di aghostic

services for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum
Di sorder (FASD) and other substance
abuse prograns.

5:07:31 PM | SHAYLE Stressed the inportance of continued
HUTCHI SON, funding for FASD diagnostic services.
STEVIE' S She gave exanples of parents raising
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PLACE, children with FASD.
FAI RBANKS
5:09:20 PM |ANNIE HOPPER, | Spoke in support of continued funding
FAI RBANKS for public broadcasting. Testified in
support of the CGovernor’s $1.8 mllion
dollar request for continuation and
expansion for cervi cal and breast
cancer screeni ng. Stressed t he
I nportance of continued funding for
FASD di agnosti c services.
5:11:57 PM | M KE PONERS, | Testified in support of the Governor’s
FAI RBANKS $1.8 mllion dol | ar request for
continuation and expansion for cervical
and breast cancer screening. Spoke in
support of continued funding for public
br oadcasti ng.
5:14: 08 PM | CHERYL Spoke in support of full funding the
KEEPERS, Human Services WMatching Gant of 2.2
FAI RBANKS mllion.
BOROUGH HEALTH
AND SOCI AL
SERVI CES
COW SSI ON.
5:19:13 PM| SANDRA BOND, | Testified in support of funding for
5:16: 25 PM | LEGAL domestic violence and sexual assault
ADVOCATE, pr ogr ans.
| NTERI OR
ALASKA  CENTER
FOR NON-
VI CLENCE
LI VI NG
FAI RBANKS
5:17:15 PM | ANNETTE Testified in support of the CGovernor’s
FREI BURGER, request to replace federal funding for
FAI RBANKS di agnostic services for Fetal Al cohol
Spect rum Di sor der.
5:19:16 PM |KAREN MCLAIN, |[Testified in support of the Governor’s
FAI RBANKS $1.8 mllion dol | ar request for
continuation and expansion for cervical
and breast cancer screening.
5:21:23 PM |LUKE HOPKINS, | Asked the Conmittee to increase funding
FAI RBANKS for Conmmunity Matching Block grants. He
NORTH STAR | observed that these grants help senior
ASSEMBLY, transportation, honel essness, and youth
FAI RBANKS at risk. He also spoke in support of
reinstating revenue sharing. Spoke in
support of continued funding for public
br oadcasti ng.
5:24:06 PM | RUTHAMAE KARR, | Noted the inportance of cancer research
FAI RBANKS and testified in support of t he
Governor’s $1.8 mllion dollar request
for continuation and expansion for
cervical and breast cancer screening.
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5:25:44 PM | PHI LI P, Spoke in support of the Departnment of
FAl RBANKS Fi sh and Gane, Hunter Educati on Range.

5:30: 29 PM ADJ QURNMENT

The neeting was adjourned at 5:30 PM
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