HOUSE FI NANCE
February 9, 2005
1:41 p.m

CALL TO ORDER

Co- Chair Meyer called the House Finance Conmttee neeting to
order at 1:41:12 PM

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative M ke Chenault, Co-Chair
Representative Kevin Meyer, Co-Chair
Representative Bill Stoltze, Vice-Chair
Representative Ri chard Foster
Representati ve M ke Hawker
Representative Jim Holm

Represent ati ve Reggi e Joul e
Representative M ke Kelly
Representative Carl Mses

Representati ve Bruce Weyhrauch

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Eric Croft (Tel econferenced)

ALSO PRESENT

Representative Ralph Sanuels; Pat Davidson, Legislative
Auditor, Legislative Audit D vision; Mitt Robus, Director,
Division of WIldlife Conservation, Departnment of Fish &
Game; Paul Johnson, CGuide, Alaska Professional Hunters
Associ ation; Tom Wight, Staff, Speaker John Harris; Dan
East on, Director, Division of Wat er Depart nent of
Envi r onnment al Conservati on; Ri ck Urion, Director,
Cccupational Licensing, Departnment of Community and Econom c
Devel opnent

PRESENT VI A TELECONFERENCE

Ri ck Thonmpson, Director, Division of Mning, Land and Water,
Departnent of Natural Resources, Anchorage; Jim Strandberg,

Comm ssi oner, Regul atory Comm ssion  of Al aska (RCA),
Anchorage; Kim Franklin, Northwest Arctic Borough Planning
Depart nent, Kot zebue; Joe Kl utsch, Presi dent, Al aska

Prof essi onal Hunters Association, King Salnon; Bob Fithian,
Executive Director, Al aska Professional Hunters Associ ation,
Lower Tonsina; Pete Schaeffer, Kotzebue Fish and Gane
Advi sory Committee, Kotzebue; Robert Hardy, WMat-Su; Cynthia
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Hora, Attorney for the Northwest Arctic Borough, Anchorage;
Maj or Howard Starbard, Admnistrative Comuander, Al aska
State Troopers, Anchorage

SUMVARY

HB 46 An Act permtting grants to certain regulated
public wutilities for water quality enhancenent
projects and water supply and wastewater systens.

CS HB 46 (FIN) was reported out of Conmttee with
a “do pass” recommendation and wth zero note #1
by the Departnent of Community & Econom c
Devel opnent and a new zero note by the House
Fi nance Comm ttee for t he Depart ment of
Envi ronment al Conservati on

HB 76 An Act relating to the Big Gane Commercia
Services Board and to the regulation of big gane
hunting services and transportation services; and
providing for an effective date.

HB 76 was HEARD and HELD.

#HB46
HOUSE BI LL NO. 46

An Act permtting grants to certain regulated public
utilities for water quality enhancenent projects and
wat er supply and wast ewat er systens.

Representative Foster MOVED to ADOPT work draft 24-LS0313\Y,
Craver, 2/8/05, as the version of the bill before the
Comm ttee. There being NO OBJECTION, it was adopt ed.

Co-Chair Meyer pointed out that two anendnents had been
incorporated into the draft. The first clarifies that
utilities are owned and operated by a political subdivision
of the State. That | anguage was anended in the Senate
Resource Committee. He noted that Representative Croft
presented Anendnent #2, which addresses privately, owned
utilities not receiving capital gains.

TOM WRI GHT, STAFF, SPEAKER JOHN HARRI'S, stated that the
Speaker has no objections to either anendnent or the new
| anguage in the version currently before Comm ttee nenbers.

Vice-Chair Stoltze inquired if |anguage on Page 2, Lines 26-
28 was new. M. Wight advised that |anguage resulted from
Representative Croft’s amendnent, however, was slightly
nmodi fi ed.
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Representative Hawker wunderstood that the intent was to
regulate a State or public investnent in a utility,
regulated by the Regulatory Comm ssion of Alaska (RCA).
The | anguage inplies that a public utility sold within ten
years of receiving a grant, ceases to be regulated and then
that grant has to be repaid. He thought that 10-years woul d
be too long of a wi ndow, understanding the nunber was not an
I Sssue point. Representati ve Hawker reconmended that the
nunber be changed to 5-years.

Representative Kelly agreed and supported the change. He
thought it would benefit the public by wusing matching
grants.

Representative Hawker MOWED a change to the commttee
substitute, Page 2, Line 24, deleting “10” and replacing it
wth “5" years. Co-Chair Meyer OBJECTED for discussion
pur poses.

Representative Croft, (Testifying via Tel econference), asked
for an explanation of the proposed change. Representati ve
Hawker repeated that the |anguage provides assurance that
public noney benefiting a public utility is subject to
regul ated rates. He questioned if 10-years provides an
appropriate restriction, assumng that the grants are to
benefit the public. He recommended 5-years.

Representative Croft agreed. The nunber was not determ ned
t hrough any type of study. He comented that there could be
practical difficulty keeping it on the books too |ong. He
added that he did not want to see it becone a State grant
t hat noved quickly for individual or private gain.

Representative Wyhrauch asked what would happen if the
public utility was sold to a non-regulated utility wthin
the 5 years. Represent ati ve Hawker explained that it would
only be affected if a non-regulated utility were sold.

Representative Wyhrauch inquired historic precedence for
t hat .

JIM STRANDBERG, (TESTI FI ED VI A TELECONFERENCE)
COMM SSI ONER, REGULATORY COWM SSI ON OF ALASKA, ANCHORAGE,
responded to the question. He indicated that in the six

years that he had been with RCA they had processed nmany
ownershi p changes, however, he could not provide specific
dat a. M. Strandberg stated that certificate transfers
al nost al ways cone before the RCAif it is a public utility.
The RCA regulation is a separate concern and they do nonitor
the current ownership of certificated utilities.

1:55:44 PM
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Representative Weyhrauch spoke to the transferee and RCA' s
paynent invol venent. M. Strandberg advised that RCA wants
to maintain ownership that is “fit, willing and able”, which
is the statute definition. For utilities not regulated by
the RCA, the rates are not set. He summarized that an
acquisition adjustnment could only be assured under the
utilities economcally regulated by the RCA.

Representative Croft voiced concern that State grants m ght
end up being solely for private benefit. He addressed RCA s
current restrictions, which could prevent that from
happening. A private buyer will only pay so nmuch because of
regul ations by RCA. He questioned if the anendnent | anguage
woul d assure that. M. Strandberg believed it could be
acconpl i shed incorporating that |anguage.

Representative Croft suggested that it could affect
economcs in a limted situation. M. Strandberg reflected
that the amendnent prevents private enrichnment as a result
of that grant.

Vice-Chair Stoltze asked if there is any interest in
limting the utility to State owned rather than foreign
owned busi nesses. M. Strandberg replied that he would
check the statute for that information. He did not believe
that there are utilities foreign owed. M. Wight advised
that all of the utilities receiving the grants are under the
RCA regul ati ons whether they are foreign or not.

2:04: 23 PM

M. Strandberg comented that any private owned investor
utility would be subject to current regulations. Unless the
Legi sl ature changes that, the Ilikelihood of an investor
owned utility going into an unregul ated status is unlikely.

Vice-Chair Stoltze pointed out that |ast year, there was
| egi sl ation that woul d have renoved the utility regul ation.
He asked the protections in place. M. Strandberg expl ai ned
that bill was a deregulation of a nunicipality owned utility
and was a special case of a large, nunicipally owned
utility. He knew of no other actions to deregul ate.

M. Wight interjected that it was not the intent of Speaker
Harris to get HB 46 involved in that |egislation and would
object toit. Vice-Chair Stoltze appreciated that.

Representati ve Hol mt hought that the payback provision could
have uni ntended consequences. He offered that the benefits
incurred could bail out a nunicipality. Resulting from
that, if the pay back provisions were huge, there could be
uni nt ended consequences. He believed that if a municipality
were getting noney through a program everyone in the
muni ci pality woul d be benefiting.

House Fi nance Committee 4 02/09/05 1:41 P. M



2: 07: 53 PM

Co-Chair Meyer WTHDREW his OBJECTION to Anmendnent #1.
There being NO further OBJECTION, the change from “10” to
“5” years was adopt ed.

Co-Chair Meyer pointed out that the fiscal note for the
Departnent of Environnental Conservation had been zeroed
out. He asked for comments regardi ng that change.

2:08: 53 PM

DAN EASTON, DI RECTOR, DIVISION OF WATER, DEPARTMENT OF
ENVI RONVENTAL CONSERVATI QN, expl ai ned that there had been an
i ncreased workload in developing a small nunber of grants to
the | arger amobunt and that was the base for the fiscal note.
The Department of Environnental Conservation anticipates a
wor kl oad inpact and wll attenpt to do the work with a zero
not e.

Co- Chair Chenault comented on the fiscal note. He pointed
out that in the FYO3 budget, the Departnment had 33 matching
grants; in FY04, 12 matching grants; and in FYO5, 7 matching
grants. He pointed out that the nunber of enployees in the
Division staffing those projects had not changed. He
supported the fiscal note being zeroed out.

Representative Foster MOVED to report CS HB 46 (FIN) out of
Committee with individual recommendations and with the zero
fiscal notes. There being NO OBJECTION, it was so ordered.

CS HB 46 (FIN was reported out of Committee with a “do
pass” recomrendation and with zero note #1 by the Departnent
of Community & Econom c Devel opnent and a new zero note by
the House Finance Committee for the Departnent of
Envi ronment al Conservati on

2:12:26 PM

AT EASE: 2:12 P. M
RECONVENE: 2:18 P. M
2:18:21 PM

#HB76

HOUSE BILL NO. 76

An Act relating to the Big Gane Commercial Services
Board and to the regulation of big gane hunting
services and transportation services; and providing for
an effective date.
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REPRESENTATI VE RALPH SAMJELS, SPONSOR, noted that HB 76
woul d re-establish the Big Gane Comrerci al Services Board to
oversee an inportant industry that exists largely on the
basis of a healthy wildlife population. The board sunset a
decade ago, and in the followng years, professional
hunters, wldlife biologists, public and private |and
managers and the hunting public thensel ves have discovered
the problens associated with a decentralized, uncoordi nated
system of |icensing and regul ati ng gui des and transporters.

Representative Samuels discussed that an audit comm ssioned
by the 23 Al aska Legi sl ature and rel eased in Decenber 2003,
recoomended that the Legislature consider re-establishing
t he board. Audi tors concluded after extensive interviews
with affected agencies, land owners and hunters that
wildlife populations would benefit from nore coordinated
enforcenment of existing laws, and that consuner protection
and hunter-client safety could be inproved. The Al aska
Board of Gane has also asked repeatedly that a guide
| i censi ng board be re-established.

Representative Samuel s summari zed that the bill would create
a seven-nenber board wthin the Departnment of Community and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent . Two nenbers would represent active
regi stered guide-outfitters, tw nenbers would be |icensed
transporters, the Board of Ganme woul d assi gn one nenber, one
menber woul d represent private |andhol ders, and one nenber
woul d represent the public. The bill would also increase
from $1,000 to $5,000 dollars, the maxinumcivil penalty for
di sci plinary purposes.

2:20: 57 PM

PAT  DAVI DSON, LEA SLATI VE  AUDI TOR, LEG SLATIVE AUDI T
DIVISION, advised that the purpose of the audit was to
det er m ne:

e The inpact that the absence of a professional |icensing
board for guides and transporters has had on the
enforcenent of guiding statutes;

» The appropriateness of the fines and other enforcenent
mechani sm and

e The adequacy of the current reporting requirenents for
transporters.

Ms. Davidson noted with the termnation of the Big Gane
Commerci al Services Board, there has been no professional
oversight of licensed guides and transporters. She |isted
the wvarious land nanagers in the State who do the
noni t ori ng:

1. National Park Service
2. US. Fish and Widlife Service
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3. U S. Forest Service

4. Bureau of Land Managenent (BLM

5. Departnent of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of
M ning Land and Water

Ms. Davidson noted that agencies have indicated that they
woul d welcone a nore vigorous, centralized |icensing and
regul atory board to oversee transporters and to a |esser
extent, guides. Wen the Big Gane Commercial Services Board
sunset, many of the consuner protection and/ or best business
practice statutes and regul ations were al so elim nated.

V5. Davi dson conti nued, guiding activity contributes
conservatively $40 mllion a year to the State’'s econony.
Whil e nost of the client surveys indicate a positive hunting
experience, many that did report dissatisfaction, the key
concerns were consumer protection issues. Based on the
Division’s review, it was concluded that statutory changes
shoul d include “best business practices” to be warranted.
That type of change provides inportant consuner protection
and hunter safety elenents. Wiile the re-establishnment of a
guide board is not essenti al to making statutory
i nprovenents, a reestablished board is likely to provide a
nore dynam c regul atory reginen. Al l owi ng the revision of
regulations on a regular basis intended to enhance
pr of essi onal i sm by gui des, naintains consuner protection and
provi des for hunter safety.

V5. Davi dson sai d if t he Legi sl ature consi ders
reestablishing the board, the D vision reconmends:

e The board be limted to setting the m ni num conpetency
requi renent for |icensure; and

e The board works with the D vision of Occupational
Li censi ng to enforce statutory and regul atory
requi renent for |icensees.

Vice-Chair Stoltze asked if the Division of Occupational
Li censing had nmade a good faith effort because he did not
want to award bad behavior. M. Davidson explai ned that her
coments resulted from providing sunset audits for various
boards and comm ssions over the last 15 years. One of the
things that the Division realized was that boards are nore
active in updating regulations and responding to changes in
the profession, which typically does not happen when there

is not a board. She concluded that there is no one to
Screen.
2:25: 53 PM

In response to Vice-Chair Stoltze, M. Davidson reported
that they did not attenpt to anal yze what that D vision did
or did not do. There is nothing in statute or regulations
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to address best practices. One of the keys to best
practices is to have a witten contract. Wen there is no
contract between the client and the guide, then the D vision
can ask investigators to visit the conpliant, however, there
will be no witten criteria.

2:28: 02 PM

MATT ROBUS, DI RECTOR, DIVISION OF WLDLI FE CONSERVATI ON,
DEPARTMENT OF FISH & GAME, testified in support of the
| egi slation. The Board of Gane and the Departnent of Fish &
Ganme both support the bill, as it would be an aid for proper
managenent . The State needs to have sone control over
commercial use of wldlife. A board would allow all the
industry to cone together to form new regul ati ons and change
i ndustry standards. Wen the control resides wthin a
departnment, there is access but not in an open and
centralized format.

M. Robus added that the Departnent of Fish & Gane provides
expertise to the Board of Gane. The Board of Gane nakes
nost of the wildlife regulations in the State. He spoke to
measures and restrictions. He pointed out that there have
been convoluted attenpts to wite regulations in the State,
whi ch address conflict.

M. Robus noted that the Departnent acknow edges that a
board would be a good starting conprom se. Over tine,
regulations will address the problens that have surfaced.
The Board of Gane wll nanage the biological “side of
things” and both guiding and transport wll be addressed
t hrough | egi sl ati on.

Vice-Chair Stoltze referenced Section 6, the violations of a
State or federal law or regulations that are inconsistent
wth State | aw He stated that he did not want to endorse
anything that was in violation of federal |aw M . Robus
responded that the federal governnment has jurisdiction
within some of the conservation system units. There is
guiding allowed in certain parts of refuges and reserves,
with rules inposed by the federal governnment, not by the
St at e. He pointed out that there are federal wldlife
regul ations even on State managed | ands. A layering of
State and federal wildlife law is in place, which varies
dependi ng on the piece of |and.

2:34: 41 PM

RICK THOWPSON, (TESTIFIED VIA TELECONFERENCE), REG ONAL
MANACER, DIVISION OF M NING LAND AND WATER, DEPARTMENT OF
NATURAL RESOURCES, ANCHORAGE, voiced support for the
| egi sl ation, which should help the Division do their work
nore efficiently.
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2:35: 25 PM

JOE KLUTSCH, (TESTIFIED VIA TELECONFERENCE), PRESI DENT,
ALASKA PROFESSI ONAL  HUNTERS  ASSQOCI ATI ON, KING SALMON
testified in support of the legislation. He enphasized that
the guiding conponent facilitates up to $2 mllion in
private funds, going to tag adm nistration. He observed
that guides are subject to nultiple regulations by various
agenci es. M. Klutsch stressed that there is a basic
di sconnect between mssion assignnents, jurisdiction and
sonet hi ng conprehensive that works for all. The Board would
al |l ow di scussi on anong the key players and he urged passage
of the bill

2:42: 06 PM

BOB FITH AN, (TESTIFIED WVIA TELECONFERENCE), EXECUTI VE
DI RECTOR, ALASKA PROFESSI ONAL HUNTERS ASSOCI ATI ON, LOVER
TONSI NA, testified in support of the legislation and urged
that it be noved from Comm ttee.

2:42: 58 PM

KIM FRANKLIN, (TESTIFIED VIA TELECONFERENCE), NORTHWEST
ARCTI C BOROUGH PLANNI NG DEPARTMENT, KOTZEBUE, testified in
support of the legislation, which would strengthen the
oversight of guides and transporters. Such legislation
should ensure that it has significant public participation
from private | andowners, nmnunicipal and borough governnents,

where guides and transporters go to hunt big gane. She
recommended that regul ations be adopted only after
significant input by affected villages, boroughs and

muni ci palities.

Ms. Franklin noted that the Borough is concerned about the
i npact that the current unregulated hunts would have on the
resources wthin the Northwest Arctic Borough. She
suggested that the current trend would lead to a huge
negative inpact on resources and ability for |ocal residents
to obtain food in the future.

2:46: 07 PM

PETE SCHAEFFER, (TESTIFIED VIA TELECONFERENCE), KOTZEBUE
FISH AND GAME ADVI SORY COW TTEE, KOTZEBUE, testified in
support of the |egislation. He stated that the |egislation
i ncl udes a net hodol ogy for adequate resource managenent. He
noted the current | ack of enforcenent options, which adds to
the significant transporting issues. He pointed out a
concern with transporters in the delicate watershed areas.
M. Schaeffer advised that the title |acked any nention of
transporters, and questioned if there was an inplied
i ncl usi on.
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2:50: 11 PM

ROBERT HARDY, (TESTIFIED VI A TELECONFERENCE), MAT-SU, war ned
that boards could nove from one extrenme to another and that
menbers of the public would then becone disenfranchi sed as
t he board beconmes nore politicized. He pointed out that the
proposed board appeared to be weighted toward industry with
insignificant public participation. M. Hardy thought that
the ability to redraft guide areas could becone divisive and
that predatory control could al so be controversi al

M. Hardy thought that the reporting requirenent for
suspected violations is too lenient and that he would |ike
to see a tighter tinmefrane. He added that as witten, the
| egi sl ati on doesn’t decrease or restrict expansion of the
i ndustry, nor does it enhance opportunities. He stressed
that the industry is highly conpetitive and that he would
like to see industry contribute nore to the devel opnent of
resour ces. He recommended “trophy fees” for individual
gui des.

2:56: 03 PM

CYNTH A HORA, (TESTIFIED VIA TELECONFERENCE), ATTORNEY
REPRESENTI NG THE NORTHWEST ARCTI C BOROUGH, ANCHORAGE, noted
that she would make suggested changes to the text of the
bill. She spoke to the board’ s conposition. The Borough
supports the concept of Ilimted industry representation.
Ms. Hora wunderstood that there would be an anendnent
proposed that would require 4 nenbers fromthe industry and
5 menbers not representing the industry; the Borough woul d
support that anendnent. The Borough would recomrend that
the 2 public nenbers not hold a license under this chapter.
Ms. Hora recommended that a nenber should have resided in
Al aska for at l|least ten years, requirenents of the origina

boar d.

Ms. Hora referenced Section 5, which involves the board s
authority to adopt regul ations. She recommended
i ncorporating |anguage from Pages 17 & 19, which refers to
the board’ s ability to anend. Addi tionally, Section 30,
Subsection G | anguage be noved to the board’s authority to

adopt regul ations. She addressed Section 6, noti ng
Legislative Audit’s <concern wth gane nmnagenent and
consuner protection. Ms. Hora added that the Borough is

also concerned wth environnental aspects, and offered
suggested |anguage in Section 6 to address environnental
violations. Section 8, #2, adds |anguage “in Al aska”.

Section 25, Subsection 4, adds |anguage “borough |and” and
in Section 35, which addresses requiring permssion, the
Bor ough would like to be included. |In addition to requiring
perm ssion, M. Hora recommended that the statute require
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proof in the initial application phase. In Section 31, the
Bor ough supports addi ng | anguage a “political subdivision”.

Ms. Hora summarized concerns that the Northwest Borough has
voiced and that the term guide/outfitter has not been
defi ned. She offered to work directly with Representative
Samuel s and Representative Joule s staff.

3: 04: 05 PM

Representative Wyhrauch asked if anendnents would be
i ncor por at ed. Co-Chair Meyer replied that there are
presently two amendnents before the Commttee.

Vice-Chair Stoltze requested that soneone from the industry
be present to address the regul atory anmendnents.

3: 05: 06 PM

PAUL JOHNSON, ALASKA PROFESSI ONAL HUNTERS ASSOCI ATI ON,
GUI DE, JUNEAU, stated that he has been an Al askan gui de for
over 30-years. He acknow edged that there is no perfect
| egi slation but urged that the bill nove forward. It has
been 10 years since there was a board and during that tinmne,
there have been many probl ens. He nentioned the private
| andhol ders who have been responsive and involved in the
i ndustry.

M. Johnson reconmended that the board be kept at 7 nenbers
for cost reasons, elimnating public nmenbers. He urged that
the |l egislation quickly pass from Conm ttee.

Vice-Chair Stoltze clarified that the board intends to pay
for itself. M. Johnson acknow edged that was correct; the
guides will pick up nost of the costs. He added that this
is “one stop shopping” for the Departnent and boards. \When
every business pronotes regulations, the result is that it
becones very scattered. He guaranteed that the |egislation
woul d save the State adm nistrative costs. In response to
Vice-Chair Stoltze, M. Johnson reiterated that he supported
a 7-nmenber board, which would be nore efficient and cost
ef fective.

3:10:14 PM

Vi ce-Chair Stoltze asked about enf or cenent fines and
penal ti es associated with the bill

Representative Foster nentioned faxed testinony received
froma nenber of his district and asked that it be included
in menber’s packets.

Representative Sanmuel s comented that the biggest concern he
heard voiced was reference to exclusive use areas. He
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stressed that HB 76 has nothing to do with that. HB 76
takes only the licensing duties and noves them to a board
W th sone expertise. He acknow edged that there is inherent
conflict between the guides and the transporters. The board
woul d sinply creates a forum to address problens that cone

up.

Representative Sanuels indicated that the exact wording of
the bill passed the Senate |ast year. A lot of work has
al ready gone into the bill. He offered to work with nenbers
of the Conmttee to address their concerns. He reiterated
intent to establish only a franmework.

Vice-Chair Stoltze referenced |anguage in Section 6, Line
23, “fined nore than $1,000 dollars in the previous 12
nont hs” . He asked if it would be considered a serious
of fense and t hought the |anguage m ght be too strict.

MAJOR HOWARD STARBARD, (TESTIFIED VIA TELECONFERENCE)
ADM NI STRATI VE COVWANDER, ALASKA STATE TROOPERS, ANCHORAGE
responded to Section 6, indicating that the federal section
was added and was not limted to Al aska as there are many
guides who cone from the |ower 48, who have extensive
records. The State has no authority to keep them from
guiding in Alaska. It is not restricted.

Maj or Starbard addressed the tiered system penalty. If a
person is convicted of a violation of the law and they are
fined nore than $1,000 dollars and/or inprisoned for 5-days
or nmore, they could not renew their licenses for 5-years.
The tiered system has made that nore reasonable so if during
that 5-year sentence, instead it would be changed to 1-year.
He noted that the point systemwould be simlar to that used
for a driver’s license.

3:18:42 PM

Maj or Starbard continued that the proposed system would be
much nore reasonable. He pointed out that in many cases,
guides are fined just wunder the $1,000 dollars sinply
because their livelihood would be lost for 5-years at the
$1, 000 | evel .

Vice-Chair Stoltze asked Representative Sanuels to address
his intent. Representative Sanmuels replied that the penalty
woul d be spread out. Vice-Chair Stoltze asked if it would
have to be a hunting violation. Representative Sanuel s
replied that it would have to be a State or federal hunting
vi ol ati on. He enphasized that the |anguage had not been
changed.

Vice-Chair Stoltze was concerned how the decisions and

penalties would affect “real people and real |ives”. He
stated that the $1,000 fine was a |ot. Represent ati ve
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Samuel s reiterated that none of the definitions have been
changed, however, the fine structure was changed slightly.
Vice-Chair Stoltze requested that soneone from the industry
testify.

3:23:18 PM

M. Johnson pointed out that the courts have been hol ding
the fines at $999 dollars so that the |icense would not be
revoked. He acknow edged that situations do happen but
urged that the bill not be held up.

Vi ce-Chair Stoltze mai nt ai ned hi s concern wth t he
possibilities, which could be fined.

Representative Joul e asked about the fiscal note submtted
fromthe Departnment of Community & Econom c Devel opnent. He
el aborated that nost hunting activities conme from areas not
represented in the note.

RI CK URI ON, DI RECTOR, OCCUPATI ONAL LI CENSI NG DEPARTMENT OF
COMVUNI TY AND ECONOM C DEVELOPMENT, replied that the staff
that prepares the notes has had years of experience in
gover nnment . Representative Joule indicated that he wanted
to be guaranteed that the “rest” of Al aska does not get
“lost” and that the Board represents interests in all parts
of Al aska.

M. Uion assured nenbers that the person that wote the
note did not intend to slight any portion of the State.
Representative Joule reiterated his concern. Representative
Samuel s comented that the distances were simlar as between
Ket chi kan and Juneau to Anchorage and Barrow and Kot zebue to
Anchorage for scheduled neetings. Representative Joule
hoped t hat was the case.

M. Uion clarified for the record that the Departnent and
the Division have aggressively attenpted to change the
current situation. He pointed out that only his Division
had subm tted anendnents | ast year.

3:29: 07 PM

Representative Weyhrauch inquired if board nmenbers woul d be
able to nmake deci sions. M. Uion understood that was the
i ntent.

Representative Wyhrauch asked if |anguage should be
included that specifies that nenbers deliberate and vote
Representative Sanuels replied that it would be the sane
noting the inherent conflict between the transporters and
t he gui des. He acknow edged that there are other concerns
that Representative Joule’s amendnents woul d address.
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3:31:45 PM

Co-Chair Meyer stated that the bill would be heard on the
February 10, 2005 neeting and he anticipated that it would
nove from Conmttee at that tine.

Representative Foster asked about fines for littering.
Representative Sanuels did not think those would be
i ncl uded, as they are not hunting violations.

Representative Foster discussed hunters |eaving nesses and
if they would be fined for that. Representative Sanuel s
acknow edged the conflict between transporters and guides is
a major issue. He enphasized that the |egislation does not
change the definition of a transporter and the exclusions
included in that category guarantee that the 135 operators
are not included in the bill’s | anguage.

3:35:13 PM

HB 76 was HELD in Committee for further consideration.
#

ADJ QURNVENT

The neeting was adjourned at 3:35 P. M
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