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REPRESENTATI VE SHARON Cl SSNA

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke as the co-sponsor of HB 233.

MARY MCVAHON, | nterim Superintendent

Kashunam ut School District

Chevak, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  During di scussion of HB 233, enphasized the
need to have a policy to address bullying in place.

MO RA SM TH, Staff

to Representative Wodi e Sal non

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 233, answered
questi ons.

M CHAEL BYER, Princi pal

Hoonah Gty School

Hoonah, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  During di scussion of HB 233, enphasized the
need for there to be research-based prograns to help students
| earn how to behave with each ot her

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

CHAIR MARK NEUMAN called the House Special Commttee on
Education neeting to order at 1:07:53 PM Represent ati ves
Thomas, WIson, and Sal non were present at the call to order
Representative Lynn arrived as the neeting was in progress.
Representatives Gatto and Gara were excused.

HB 233- PREVENTI NG HARASSMENT | N SCHOCLS

CHAI R NEUMAN announced that the only order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 233, "An Act relating to preventing harassnent,
intimdation, or bullying in public schools; and providing for
an effective date."

1:08:45 PM
REPRESENTATI VE WLSON noved to adopt CSHB 233, Version 24-

LS0804\F, M schel, 4/19/05, as the working docunent. There
bei ng no objection, Version F was before the commttee.
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1: 09: 50 PM

REPRESENTATI VE WOODI E SALMON, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor,

began by thanking the commttee for hearing HB 233. He
explained that HB 233 addresses a serious problem in Al aska's
school s, bullying. Representative Sal non acknow edged that
there is no sinple way to stop bullying, but this legislation is
necessary for the follow ng reasons. First, the legislation
allows the legislature to take a strong policy stand against
bul | yi ng. Second, this legislation requires that every schoo

district in the state adopt anti-bullying policies and the State
Board of Education to develop a nodel policy that districts can
foll ow when devel oping their own. Represent ati ve Sal non cl osed
by urging the conmmttee's support for HB 233.

1:11:56 PM
REPRESENTATI VE W LSON opi ned that this is fabul ous |egislation.
1:13:59 PM

CHAI R NEUMAN noted the presence of Representative Cissna, a co-
sponsor of the |egislation.

1:14:18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN expected that everyone in this room has
dealt with bullies in school at some point in time. He informed
the comittee that bullying by definition is msbehavior.
Drawi ng upon his experience as a former teacher, Representative
Lynn opined that m sbehavior is sonetines allowed to take place
in the classroom because teachers hands have been tied by
various forces. Representative Lynn agreed that the intent of
HB 233 is excellent, although he wasn't sure that it wll have
t he i mpact everyone desires.

1:16: 13 PM

REPRESENTATI VE SHARON ClI SSNA, Alaska State Legislature, co-
sponsor of HB 233, thanked Representative Sal mon for introducing
HB 233. She informed the committee that she spoke with the
Anchor age superintendent in order to understand the inplications

it would have for the Anchorage School District. The Anchorage
School District, she noted, has a policy wthin which this
policy would fit. Anchorage's policy refers to harassnent, and

anounts to very nuch the sane subject as HB 233. Representative
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Ci ssna explained that [under HB 233] a fornal procedure would be
created with strategies so that children are identified and
schools know what they should do wth each problem She
concl uded by noting her support of HB 233.

1:18: 18 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN commented that teachers in schools should
have instant reactions to any msbehavior. He questi oned
whet her |aws are necessary to tell teachers and schools to stop
m sbehavior. "Are there not guidelines already,"” he asked.

REPRESENTATI VE CI SSNA noted the increasing class sizes. She
then enphasized the need for a policy to be in place for
t eachers.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN informed the commttee that when he began
teaching in 1959, he had a class of 43 students. When there was
a problemin the classroom he knew actually who was causing it.
Al t hough he supported smaller class sizes, he opined that any
teacher should know who is <causing the problem Agai n,
Representative Lynn appl auded the intent of HB 233.

1:21:19 PM

MARY  MCVAHON, Interim Superintendent, Kashunam ut Schoo
District, related that [bullying] has been a big concern for the
Kashunam ut School District this year. Many tinmes districts
aren't prepared to deal wth this issue as they should.
Therefore, if policies were in place and the districts had

sonething in place, the situation would be one that is proactive
rather than reactive.

1: 22: 06 PM

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN inquired as to why legislation would be
necessary for schools to put a policy in place to control
m sbehavi or.

M5. MCMAHON said that she didn't know whether it's the role of
the legislature to do this, but she opined that it's good
| egislation. Furthernore, the |egislation addresses a big issue
that's found in all school districts.

REPRESENTATI VE WLSON related her belief in |[imted governnent.

However, perhaps a school district hasn't even thought of
addressing this nmatter. These [bullying situations] are
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[situations] that can result in |life and death situations. She
al so pointed out that kids today are different in that many kids
don't know how to be respectful of others. Representati ve
Wlson opined that if [school districts] don't have policies
simlar to that proposed in HB 233, then they shoul d.

1:24:11 PM

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN questioned whether |egislation should be
i ntroduced requiring school districts to initiate a program to
respect others.

REPRESENTATI VE W LSON opined that part of "that" is teaching
kids to handle their feelings in acceptable ways. If it has to
be taught in school in order to avoid kids being killed in
schools, then it's worth it, she further opined.

CHAI R NEUVAN acknow edged that in a perfect world, |egislation
such as this wouldn't be necessary. This legislation instructs
school districts to start applying rules with the help of the
Department of Education and Early Devel opnent. He recalled
being infornmed that of the 53 school districts in Alaska that
were asked what they have in the way of policies [including
bullying] only 17 responded. Chair Neuman interpreted the
af orenentioned to nean that there has to be sonething telling
the school districts that [policies addressing bullying] need to
be in place.

REPRESENTATI VE LYNN inquired as to the disciplinary policies of
the state's school districts.

1: 26: 16 PM

MO RA SMTH, Staff to Representative Wodi e Sal non, Al aska State
Legi slature, said that Representative Salnmon is very concerned
with HB 233 being an unfunded mandate, which is why he has spent
much tinme working with the Alaska Association of School Boards
(AASB) and the Al aska Council of School Adm nistrators to ensure
that they didn't view HB 233 as useless or an unfunded nandate.
From AASB Ms. Smth said she learned that it has a nodel policy
on bul lying. Furthernore, AASB has, through its own research,
determ ned that 40 of Al aska's school districts do have policies
that either address bullying as a separate issue or intimdation
and harassnent in a way that satisfies AASB. The | egislation

HB 233, adopts AASB's policy and recommends that the Al aska
State Board of Education adopt it as its policy and nandates
that every school district have a policy. Therefore, if a
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school district has a policy that is in conpliance with what HB
233 mandates, nothing is required. As to the earlier coments
gquestioning [whether it's necessary for HB 233 to be I|aw,
parents have related to the sponsor that it's inportant to have
a policy in place in every school district. Mor eover, by
passing legislation on bullying, the legislature is taking a
policy stand against it and bolstering the efforts of teachers
and adm nistrators as they address this matter.

REPRESENTATIVE LYNN said t hat he wholly supports t he
af orenent i oned. He opined that schools need to return to
discipline in the classroom in order that education can occur
and the noney sent to schools can be used to teach kids.

1: 29: 25 PM

M CHAEL BYER, Principal, Hoonah Cty School, related that the
Hoonah Gty School is dealing with bullying issues. He agreed
that there have been various forns of harassment in schools over
the years, but he enphasized the need for there to be research-
based prograns to help students learn how to behave with each
ot her.

REPRESENTATIVE WLSON noved to report CSHB 233, Version 24-
LS0804\F, M schel, 4/19/05, out of comrittee wth individual
reconmmendati ons and the acconpanying zero fiscal note. There
bei ng no objection, CSHB 233(EDU) was reported out of the House
Speci al Comm ttee on Educati on.

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Commttee on Education neeting was adjourned at 1:31:40
PM
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