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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SB 142 on behalf of the sponsor,
Senat or Bunde.

KI P KNUDSQON, Deputy Conm ssioner of Aviation

O fice of the Conm ssioner

Departnent of Transportation & Public Facilities

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of SB 142, answered
questi ons.

PAM LEW S

Departnent of Transportation & Public Facilities

(No address provi ded)

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of SB 142, answered
questi ons.

LOUI E FLORA, Staff

to Representative Paul Seaton

House State Affairs Standing Conmmittee

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 189 on behalf of the sponsor,
t he House State Affairs St andi ng Comm ttee of whi ch
Representative Seaton is the chair.

Bl LL JEFFRESS, Director

Ofice of Project Managenment & Permtting

Department of Natural Resources

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion on HB 189, related that
the admnistration supports a six-nonth extension of the
submttal date for the districts.

TOM LOHVAN, Attorney at Law

Envi ronnment al Resource Speci al i st

North Sl ope Borough

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion on HB 189, related that
the North Sl ope Borough strongly supports the extension.

JOHN OSCAR, Program Director

Cenaliulriit Lake Coastal Resource Service Area District
Cenaliulriit, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 189, testified in
support of a one-year extension rather than a six-nonth
ext ensi on.
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ANDREW DEVALPI NE, Director

Bristol Bay Coastal Resource Service Area

DiI'l'i ngham Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 189, testified in
support of a six-nonth extension.

NCEL WOODS, Matanuska Vall ey Sportsman

Pal mer, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: During discussion of HB 189, indicated his
support of an extension.

EDDY JEANS, Director

School Fi nance

Depart ment of Education and Early Devel opnent

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: Answered questions that arose during
di scussi on of SB 142.

KACI SCHRCEDER, St aff

to Representative Bill Thomas

House Community and Regi onal Affairs Standing Conmttee
Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Presented HCR 12.

KATH E WASSERVAN

Al aska Muni ci pal League

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON  STATEMENT: During discussion of HCR 12, related the
need to look at the big picture with regard to problens in rural
Al aska.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

COCHAIR KURT OLSON called the House Community and Regional
Affairs Standing Commttee neeting to order at 8:08:36 AM
Representatives O son, Thomas, LeDoux, Neunman, and Salnon were
present at the call to order

SB 142- REG ONAL SCHOOL BD LAND OMNERSHI P

8:08: 56 AM

CO-CHAIR OLSON announced that the first order of business would
be CS FOR SENATE BILL NO 142(L&C), "An Act relating to
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ownership of land by regional school boards; and providing for
an effective date.”

8:09: 13 AM

JANE ALBERTS, Staff to Senator Con Bunde, Senate Labor and
Comrerce Standing Conmttee, Al aska State Legislature, inforned
the commttee that currently two statutes for state ownership of
airports are in conflict. She specified that [AS 02.15.020]
requires that Departnent of Transportation & Public Facilities
(DOT&PF) to conform with federal requirenments so that the state
can receive funding from the Federal Aviation Admnistration
(FAA) . The other statute [AS 14.08.151(b)] provides regional
school boards the opportunity to receive title to land used in
relation to Rural Education Attendance Area (REAAs). Therefore,
this | egi sl ation addr esses t he af orement i oned statutory
conflict. Ms. Alberts said that although the Alaska State
Legislature clearly intended to allow REAAs greater control of
their facilities through acquisition of title, there is no
record that the legislature attended to do so at the cost of
federal Iliability, significant |loss of federal funds, and a
degraded state airport system She informed the conmittee that
several regional schools are located on airport property and
sone are even cl ose to active runways and ai rport
i nfrastructure. At various tines, these regional school boards
have requested that DOT&F convey full title to airport | ands.
The aforenentioned has caused confusion in the Departnent of
Education and Early Devel opnment (EED) and DOT&PF, and therefore
has cost staff time and attorney costs to defend DOT&PF' s title

to its airport property. Ms. Alberts stated that this
| egislation will clarify the intent of the conveyance | anguage
to excl ude ai rport properties from that statute [ AS
14.08. 151(b)]. Under SB 142, no schools wll be required to
nove off airport lands, rather it will nerely [prohibit] schools

fromgaining title to the airport lands in the future.
8:.11:56 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX inquired as to why a school would want to
own an airport.

MS. ALBERTS clarified that schools don't want to own an airport,
but rather want to use sone of the property belonging to the

ai rport. Some of the smaller communities are limted in regard
to where they can build or have school facilities. Ther ef or e,
the conflict is in regard to gaining title to Iand. If an

airport needs extra land from the areas in conflict, this
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| egislation will provide DOT&PF with the ability to say it can't
| et the school have title to the |and because it's necessary for
FAA pur poses.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whether the airport could |ease
property to schools until the land is actually needed by the
ai rport.

MS. ALBERTS answered that she didn't believe so, but deferred to
DOT&PF representati ves.

8:13: 38 AM

KIP KNUDSON, Deputy Commr ssioner of Aviation, Ofice of the
Comm ssi oner, Departnment of Transportation & Public Facilities
(DOT&PF), informed the commttee that currently approxi mately 10
schools are leasing land on airport property from DOT&PF. Under
state statute, the schools have the right to seek the title of
the land. However, that would jeopardize the assurances nade to
the FAA that the state would retain its title. He noted that
several schools are currently |easing | and from DOT&PF.

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX asked whet her those school districts could
continue to | ease the | and from DOT&PF.

MR. KNUDSON replied yes.

8:14: 47 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN asked if there are expansion plans for the
airports that would cause the schools, at the tine of expansion,

to lose the ability to | ease those | ands.

MR. KNUDSON said that if a school district is going to expand or
build a new school, DOT&PF would work with EED and the school

district to help them find |and elsewhere. Usual |y when an
expansi on occurs, so long as it is noving away from the runway,
DOT&PF continues to lease land to the school. However, DOT&PF

generally tries to help the school find land off the airport
site when there is a conplete rebuild.

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN pointed out that a [March 24, 2005] letter
from Conm ssioner M ke Barton, DOT&PF, states that sone school
districts have problenms with this |egislation, He inquired as
to the problens that are leading to this |egislation.
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MR. KNUDSON said he would characterize it as a bureaucratic
probl em for DOT&PF due to the conflict in statute. He i nfornmed
the commttee that there have been three to four instances that
have resulted in using a couple years of staff tine to determ ne
a reasonabl e concl usi on.

8:17: 02 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN inquired as to why these schools were
built on airport land. He also inquired as to whether the state
or the federal governnent owns the |and. Representati ve Neuman
pointed out that CSSB 142(L&C) only includes the |and, not the
bui | di ngs and structures; he inquired as to how that works.

MR. KNUDSON explained that SB 142 included |anguage in which

DOT&PF wasn't interested. The current l|egislation only speaks
to land title. He specified that DOI&PF doesn't want any
buildings or anything else, the departnment nerely needs to
retain title to the |and. Wth regard to why schools are
| ocated on airports, in many cases it's due to history and the
i ncreased FAA requirenents for safety margins. In sonme areas,

airport land is some of the only good land in the area.

8:18:39 AM
REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX related her understanding that this
| egislation applies to REAAs as well as regular schoo
districts.

MR. KNUDSON agr eed.
8:19:59 AM

CO CHAIR OLSON, upon determning no one else wshed to testify,
cl osed public testinony.

8: 20: 06 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN asked whether this <could inpact the
ability of schools to continue the way they currently operate.

MR. KNUDSON answered that he didn't anticipate any problens with
future plans for schools because it involves two state agencies

working to achieve two fairly high goals. He nentioned that
currently there are no conflicts.

8:21: 07 AM
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REPRESENTATI VE SALMON hi ghlighted that nmany small villages, such
as Beaver, don't have access to public |ands. He asked if
[those present] have any solutions for the future.

MR. KNUDSON informed the conmttee that large portions of the
community of Beaver are on airport lands, but it's land that
isn't required for future airport needs. In this case, DOT&PF
has requested renoval of the federal reverter clause in order to
return the land to the community. Where the aforenentioned is
possi ble, DOT&PF is willing to do so. M. Knudson surm sed that
schools will be located on airport land when that's the only
| and avai |l abl e.

8:22:42 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX inquired as to how this legislation
i npacts schools that aren't within REAAs because AS 14.08. 151

which is being anended by this legislation, speaks to REAAS.
However, the wearlier nentioned nenorandum from Conm ssioner
Barton specifies an area, Iliama, which is not an REAA but has
been involved in the conflict this legislation attenpts to
addr ess.

MR. KNUDSON rel ated his understanding that the statute addresses
REAAS.

8:23:51 AM

PAM LEWS, Departnment of Transportation & Public Facilities
(DOT&PF), confirmed that this |egislation addresses only REAAs,
not organi zed school districts.

MR, KNUDSON infornmed the commttee that in statute organized
school districts don't have the ability to request title from
st at e agenci es.

M5. LEW S agreed, noting that was her understanding as well.
8.24:31 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SALMON recall ed that several years ago there was
a |lagoon problem in Chal kyitsik, where the school was built on
the hill next to the airport. However, Jlater an airport
expansi on down the mddle of the school district resulted in the
| agoon being |eft on DOT&PF property. The | agoon was | eaky and
ran down the airport, which the comunity viewed as a safety
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hazar d. No one, the school district or DOT&PF, would take care
of the problem He asked if this legislation would address who
is responsible for facilities |located on airport, DOT&PF

property.

MR. KNUDSON replied no, but he offered to research the
af orenentioned situation and speak wth Representative Salnon
about his findings.

8:.26:16 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN requested that the commttee take a closer
|l ook at how [this legislation] wll inpact the ability of
schools to operate in the future. He expressed the need to talk
with sone of the school boards of the schools directly inpacted
by this.

8.27.00 AM

CO CHAI R OLSON announced that SB 142 woul d be held over.

MS. ALBERTS related that Eddy Jeans, EED, has contacted all the
i npacted school districts and has received no negative coments.

[ The committee returned to SB 142 later in the neeting.]

HB 189- COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAMS

8:27:49 AM

CO CHAIR OLSON announced that the next order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 189, "An Act relating to an extension for
review and approval of revisions to the Alaska coastal
managenent program providing for an effective date by anending
the effective date of sec. 45, ch. 24, SLA 2003; and providing
for an effective date.”

8:28: 00 AM

CO CHAIR THOVAS noved to adopt CSHB 189, Version 24-LS0703\G
Bul l ock, 4/27/05, as the working docunent. There being no
obj ection, Version G was before the conmttee.

8:28:19 AM

LOU E FLORA, Staff to Representative Paul Seaton, House State
Affairs Standing Conmittee (HSTA), Alaska State Legislature,
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began by noting that the House State Affairs Standing Conmmttee
[ menbers] just received Version G and although the comittee
does have concerns, it can live with it. M. Flora paraphrased
fromthe followng witten sponsor statenent:

The Al aska Coastal Managenent Program (ACMP) is a
partnership bet ween f ederal state, and | ocal
governments providing state and |ocal governnments a
voice in federal decision naking. Alaska is one of 34
coastal and Geat Lakes states and territories that
utilize this program a program that annually channels
mllions of dollars in federal grant noney to the
states. The ACWMP has hel ped gui de coastal devel opnent
in the state since it was enacted in 1977.

Wthout the program the state and |ocal governnents
| ose their ability to control devel opnent on federal
| and and the Quter Continental Shelf. |In addition the
state will lose mllions in federal coastal nanagenent
pl anni ng noney.

In 2003, [House Bill] 191 substantially revised the
state coastal program The federal Ofice of GCcean
and Coastal Resource Mnagenent (OCRM nust approve
the revised program OCRM has determ ned that
additional revisions are necessary before they can
grant approval.

The 2003 legislation included state-inposed deadlines
for revisions to |local coastal prograns. Coast al
Districts are attenpting to follow the statutory
directive to revise their prograns to neet the new
requirenents. However, OCRM has identified problens
with the state’s guidance to local districts regarding
the scope and content of their program The state

will have to revise regulatory gqguidelines for the
| ocal districts before the new program can be approved
by OCRM In turn, the local districts will have to
revise their prograns to neet the new guidelines. It

is a waste of time, noney and effort for districts to
revise their plans before the state’s program is
federal ly approved and any necessary changes have been
made.

MR. FLORA related his understanding that Version G extends the
programterm nation date specified in House Bill 191 from 2003.
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8:31: 15 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN inquired as to the problens the House
State Affairs Standing Commttee has with Version G

MR. FLORA explained that HSTA wanted districts to have enough
time to conpose their plans. Due to the negotiations between
the state and the federal governnment regarding the ACWP there
was a shifting target throughout the winter. Although there was
a plan revision mndated in 2003 by House Bill 191, the
gui del i nes kept changing. The HSTA conmittee wanted to be sure
that the districts wuld have a solid agreenent from which to
work, but Version G doesn't specifically stipulate that the
federal government approves the state program

8:32:57 AM

CO CHAIR OLSON pointed out that there are three nore commttees
of referral for HB 189. He noted his intent to forward the
| egislation from the House Community and Regional Affairs
Standing Committee. He related his belief that the Departnent
of Natural Resources (DNR) and the Departnment of Admnistration
wi || have an opportunity to provide nore input.

8:33:32 AM

COCHAIR THOVAS related his understanding that the state and
federal governnments canme to an agreenment and [the |egislation
was changed to allow conmunities] six nonths. He related his
further understanding that the six-nmonth [extension] was the
desire of the conmunities.

MR. FLORA agreed, and then suggested that perhaps a DNR
representative could inform the conmttee of the status of the
negoti ati ons. He said he wasn't clear that an agreenent had
been reached.

COCHAIR THOVAS relayed that "we" were briefed by the
adm nistration that there was an agreenent.

8:34:25 AM

Bl LL JEFFRESS, Director, Ofice of Pr oj ect Managenent &
Permitting, Department of Natural Resources, said that the
briefing from the Governor's Ofice was accurate. The
departnent has been in negotiations with OCRM since Septenber,
specifically with regard to the anmendnments to the coastal
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program An agreenent with the federal governnment regardi ng how
to obtain prelimnary approval of the anendnment has been
reached. The aforenentioned wll trigger a National
Envi ronnmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) analysis of the changes.
M. Jeffress specified that the governor offered and DNR is
working toward extending the submttal date for the coastal
districts since there are many specific issues that need to be
communicated to the districts. The adm nistration supports a
six-month extension of the submttal date for the districts.
Furthernore, it's critical to extend the state standards for
anot her six nonths. Wthout such an extension, the ability to
continue doing federal consistency is |ost. Furt her nore,
wi t hout these standards there is a chance that [ACMP] woul d | ose
its staff and thus even if the programis approved by the end of
this year there would be no staff to inplenent it. M. Jeffress
hi ghlighted that the governor and the departnent have commtted
to the sunset date of existing coastal plans, which would be 18
nonths from the enactnent of the revised regulations that was
July 1, 2004. Therefore, this legislation would extend the
sunset date for the existing district plans and extend the
period during which the coastal districts can submt revised
plans to conme into conpliance with House Bill 191.

8:37:31 AM

TOM LOHMAN, Attorney at Law, Environmental Resource Speciali st,
North Sl ope Borough, related that the borough strongly supports
the extension. The extension is necessary for all the districts
to properly address the need to substantially revise the
district plan. He infornmed the cormittee that nobst of the plans
initially took three to four years to devel op. The current
requirenent is for a conplete overhaul of the local plan.
Al t hough there has been sonme contention that districts have not
been working diligently to revise the plan since the passage of
House Bill 191 in My 2003, he opined that's not true. He
rem nded the commttee that all legislators should' ve received a
letter from the Al aska Coastal District Association explaining
why the 27 active coastal districts could not confidently nove
forward with a revision until earlier this year. There is still
great uncertainty anong the districts in what they can address
in passing local policies under a revised plan, he opined. Sone
of these questions are significant. For instance, the North
Sl ope Borough has questions regarding policies on subsistence
and activities on federal land and the OCS federal waters off
the North Slope. At the end of the plan revision, the districts
wi Il have less control and authority over |ocal devel opnent than
under the existing plan. Therefore, tinme to work with the nore
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than 200 coastal communities represented by the 27 coastal

districts is necessary. He predicted that people wll be
greatly upset that the ©plans are being gutted. Loca
comuni ties want and need devel opnent, but they want it to occur
on their own terns. Furthernore, three of the DNR staff who

performplan reviews and work with the districts are |eaving the
agency; two of which are leaving in May and the other at the end
of the sutmmer. M. Lohman said that he didn't see how DNR coul d
effectively review 27 coastal district plans if required to be
submtted by July 1, 2005, and work on continuing to revise and
nodi fy these plans after submttal w thout an extension.

MR. LOHVAN related that none of the districts like where the
adm nistration has taken the program which is so valued in so
many communiti es. He characterized where the admnistration is
taking the program as bad public policy. He relayed to the
conmittee that there is a runor that in a later commttee there
will be an attenpt to place a sunset date in HB 189. However
it's entirely unnecessary, he opined, because |ocal residents
are the best controllers of developnent in their conmunities and
have been doing a good job with that. He characterized the 2003
| egislation as a solution in search of a problem M. Lohnman
concluded by opining that the program is valuable and that
anything that can be done to return meaningful local control to
sonme extent would be appreciated. Furthernore, he expressed the
need to have nore tine to explain the new programto the |ocals
and attenpt to nmake the best progranms possible, which sinply
can't be acconplished under the current deadlines.

8:42:34 AM

JOHN OSCAR, Program Director, Cenaliulriit Lake Coastal Resource
Service Area District, informed the <committee that the
af orenenti oned district serves 38 villages, which is the | argest
nunber of renote comunities in the state. This program is
inportant to the renote comunities in the state in order to
provide an avenue for participation in the decision-mnmaking
process and addressing |ocal concerns. One of the inportant
| ocal concerns is subsistence and enforceable policies. For
exanple, in Tuluksak there is an application for mning in the
headwat ers, which was of great concern for the residents. The
district was successful in bringing stakeholders together to
di scuss the matter. He noted that the district is in the
process of working with other comunities to address the
Kuskokwi m drai nage i ssue. M. GOscar refuted the allegation that
these prograns have been dragging their feet, and turned
attention to an April letter in which the Al aska Coastal
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District Association identified solid reasons as to why the
districts didn't receive solid guidance. The districts only
received a draft of the proposed regulations back in February.
M. GOscar stressed the need for an extension, specifically a
one-year extension rather than a six-nmonth extension because the
Cenaliulriit district would need nore tine than others.

8:47: 08 AM

ANDREW DEVALPI NE, Director, Bristol Bay Coastal Resource Service
Area, testified in support of the six-nonth extension in order
to elicit nore participation in the region. ot ai ni ng
meani ngf ul participation before the current deadline is
virtually out of the question.

8:48:43 AM

NOEL WOODS, WMatanuska Valley Sportsman, related that the | ocal
adm nistration is claimng that the existing coastal managenent
plan allows themto regulate the waters reserved for public use
within the state, such that these areas are closed to various

activities and at certain tines. However, there has been no
definitive explanation for the aforenentioned. He related his
assunption that this wll take sone time to resolve, and

therefore he said he woul d appreci ate an extension.
8:50: 04 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN commented that he trusts M. Wods'
judgnment on this matter.

8:50: 42 AM

CO CHAIR OLSON, upon determning no one else wshed to testify,
cl osed public testinony.

8:50: 52 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noved to report CSHB 189, Version 24-
LSO0703\ G, Bullock, 4/27/05, out of commttee wth individual
reconmendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHB 189(CRA) was reported from the House
Community and Regional Affairs Standing Committee.

SB 142- REG ONAL SCHOOL BD LAND OMNERSHI P

8:51:34 AM
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CO-CHAIR OLSON returned the conmttee's attention to SB 142.
8:51: 38 AM

EDDY JEANS, Director, School Finance, Departnent of Education
and Early Devel opnment (EED), responded to earlier questions by
offering the follow ng information. This legislation, SB 142,
only applies to Rural Education Attendance Areas (REAAs) schoo

districts. He infornmed the commttee that currently there are
about seven schools that have been built on airport |and. He
related his understanding that this legislation wouldn't kick
those schools off that |and. When a new school is built in a
comunity, typically the district requests that the old school
be transferred to the comunity for the community's use.
However, that wouldn't be allowed under this |egislation. M.
Jeans clarified that the [departnment] could continue to transfer
the building, but the lands on which the building sits couldn't
be transferred. Therefore, if the community wanted to use that
building, it would have to nove it off of the airport |and.

8:52:53 AM

CO-CHAIR OLSON restated an earlier question regarding whether
all of the 10 sites have been contact ed.

MR. JEANS replied no.

8.53:22 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN suggested that in the future perhaps there
shoul d be focus on regional learning centers. He reiterated his
desire to talk with the school districts that would be inpacted
by this |egislation.

8:54: 01 AM

REPRESENTATI VE SALMON asked if Chalkyitsik is included in the
areas in which schools have been built on airport |and.

MR. JEANS replied yes.
8:.54: 20 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUVAN said that his staff could prepare a report
regarding the feeling of other districts.
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8:54: 40 AM

MR JEANS related his experience that when dealing wth
construction of new schools, typically it isn't on airport |and.
The issue that will surface is in regard to the transfer of the
surplus building to the comunity; some comunities are adanmant
that they want those building for other community use. However,
the buildings are on airport property and are no |onger being
used for school purposes. He specified that the aforenentioned
isn't inpacting the educational program w thin those communities
because that's addressed differently.

8:55: 35 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN hi ghl i ghted the community of Galena as an
exanpl e because the town wants to acquire and utilize sone of
the wunutilized air force base buildings. Therefore, he
questi oned why such buil dings would be torn down.

8:56: 29 AM

CO CHAI R OLSON announced that SB 142 woul d be hel d over

HCR 12-LEG TASK FORCE ON RURAL SUSTAI NABI LI TY

8:56: 42 AM

CO-CHAI R OLSON announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO 12, Relating to the Joint
Rural Assessnent Task Force.

8:56: 59 AM

KACI SCHRCEDER, Staff to Representative Bill Thomas, House
Community and Regional Affairs Standing Commttee, Alaska State
Legi slature, highlighted the state of the communities in Al aska.
Communities throughout the state are becom ng unable to provide

services for residents or are shutting down conpletely. VWi | e
revenue in these communities is declining, the cost of living is
rising. Furthernore, many of these communities are unable to
afford insurance, which automatically makes them ineligible for
much state and federal funding. This resolution, HCR 12,
provides that the Al aska State Legislature, the First Al askans
Institute, and the Al aska Municipal League will cone together to
form a task force, as specified in the resolution. This task
force wll work on and address issues rural comunities are
faci ng. First, there wll be a community audit and needs
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assessnent. Several communities throughout the state wll be
strategically selected and studied in depth. These comunities

will be selected based on population, |ocation, organization
status, and whether they receive federal funds. The [community
audit and needs assessnment] will generate a report. The report,

t he Rur al Energy Action Counci l's Fi ndi ng and Action
Recommendati ons, and the Denali Conm ssion's Five-Year Strategic
Plan will be used to develop legislative findings and draft
| egislation to be proposed in the next |egislative session. M.
Schroeder enphasized that HCR 12 isn't an attenpt to side-step
al ready-introduced legislation addressing problens in rura
comunities. Unfortunately, many of those don't address the
entire picture, and therefore the desire is for the |egislature
to develop a working plan to solve as nany of the problens in
rural Al aska as possi bl e.

8:59:42 AM

CO- CHAI R THOVAS noved that the commttee adopt CSHCR 12, Version
24-LS0964\ F, Cook, 4/27/05, as the working docunent. There
bei ng no objection, Version F was before the commttee.

9: 00: 24 AM

COCHAIR THOWVAS said that he has four communities in his
district that are suffering and al nost defunct, which relates to

his interest in noving this resolution along. Furthernore, he
opined that it is this commttee's job to go out and review the
situation in t hese communi ties and cone back Wi th
reconmendat i ons. He noted that the $14,000 fiscal note wll

requi re a House Finance Commttee referral

9:01: 57 AM

REPRESENTATI VE NEUMAN echoed Co-Chair Thomas' coments. He
expressed the need to address the needs of the schools and
determ ne how to nmake them better in rural areas. He i nforned
the committee that 47.3 percent of Al aska Natives are graduating
from high school, which needs to be inproved. Representati ve
Neunman announced his support for HCR 12, and related his
willingness to testify in other comrttees to help nove this

resol ution through the |egislature.
9: 03: 00 AM

KATH E WASSERMAN, Al aska Muinicipal League (AM.), highlighted
that "we" have all failed to look at the large picture. For
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exanple, renodels of schools in sone renote areas are funded,
although no one takes into consideration that the conmunity
can't provide water or other necessities. Thr ough di scussi ons
Wi th those interested, the conclusion has been that there is the
need to look at the large picture and the ability to do
sonet hi ng, develop a plan, lays within the |egislature.

9:04:32 AM

REPRESENTATI VE LEDOUX noved to report CSHCR 12, Version 24-
LS0964\F, Cook, 4/27/05, out of conmttee wth individual
recommendati ons and the acconpanying fiscal notes. There being
no objection, CSHCR 12(CRA) was reported from the House
Community and Regi onal Affairs Standing Conmittee.

ADJ OQURNMVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Community and Regional Affairs Standing Commttee neeting was
adj ourned at 9:05 a. m
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