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*** INDETERMINATE***

*** INDETERMINATE***

SB278 would create the Alaska Climate Change Task Force composed of 13 members including one ex-
officio member of the Commissioner, or designee, from the Department of Natural Resources.  The 
purpose of the Task Force is to: 1) assess the current and potential impacts of climate warming trends on 
state citizens, natural resources, and the economy, in particular, the adverse effects on natural resource 
development, forest safety, fish and game utilization, and transportation and community infrastructures.   
2) estimate the cost to the state and its citizens of adverse effects associated with climate warming, and 3) 
make recommendations to the legislature and the administration on measures that would address or 
mitigate the near and long-term affects of climate change.
(continued on next page)
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 ***  The fiscal impact of this legislation is indeterminate at this time.  Properly identifying specific 
circumstances of flooding, erosion, land stability, changes to permafrost due to climate changes, impacts 
to development infrastructure, exploration activities (i.e., tundra travel), and forest health and 
management, could take significant in-depth research on existing data, as well as the possibility of 
additional data gathering and interpretation.  This work could also entail the purchase of remote sensing 
data and analysis of such data depending on the scientific level of the proposed assessment and 
recommendations.  Alternatively, the task force could merely rely on the combined expertise of the 
members and make recommendations for future research and assessment needs to the Legislature from 
that basis. In the latter scenario the fiscal note could be -0-.  


