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2006  LEGISLATIVE  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE #8

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

This bill increases the number of superior court judges by adding two (2) in Anchorage, two (2) in Palmer 
and one (1) in Kenai and one (1) in Fairbanks. Increasing judicial resources is expected to impact both the 
civil cases and criminal cases handled by the agency.  The additional judicial availability posed by six new 
judges is expected to require one additional attorney, one additional paralegal, and one additional law 
office assistant.

The agency expects to place one attorney and one law office assistant in Palmer and one paralegal in 
Anchorage.  It is not expected that adding a judge to Kenai and Fairbanks will require additional resources.
Kenai recently received an additional attorney and law office assistant.  The appellate caseload in 
Fairbanks has recently been transferred to Anchorage, and the position has remained in Fairbanks to 
absorb caseload increases.

Palmer will require additional resources because the population in the region is the fastest growing in the 
state and the criminal and CINA filings are expected to similarly increase. Additionally, the Palmer office is 
operating at capacity, and placing resources before the new judges will not be possible without additional 
staff.  Consistent with the Agency’s overall strategic plan, it is expected that adding low-cost support staff, 
rather than merely adding attorneys, will increase efficiency sufficient to accommodate the increase in 
work associated with two additional judges.

Anchorage will require an additional paralegal position because a new judge is expected to decrease the 
amount of time that a case waits for an evidentiary hearing on motions; the current waiting period is in 
excess of two months.   A low-cost paralegal position is, therefore, required to assist attorneys in preparing
for motion hearings that will occur in greater frequency.  


