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Section 1 of the bill requires that arrests be made if a police officer hears a suspect make admissions.  If 
this is interpreted to mean an immediate arrest, which is the interpretation given to a comparable provision 
in current law, that would cause significant legal problems for the prosecution which could be expected to 
increase the costs for the Department of Law.  In discussions with the staff of the sponsor, it was not the 
intent, however, that an immediate arrest be made, and based on that interpretation this provision will have 
no fiscal impact on the department.   
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Section 2 of the bill requires written investigative standards to be adopted by the Alaska Police Standards Council.  This provision 
has the potential to make it easier for criminal defense attorneys at trial to accuse the police of incomplete investigations, as a way 
of arguing that reasonable doubt exists.  This line of cross-examination is not so easily established today, and could complicate 
prosecutions by shifting the focus of the trial from the defendant’s conduct to whether or not the police followed every investigative 
standard.  This provision alone, however, is not expected to create a fiscal impact on the department.


