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The authorities provided in S.B. 113 allow the Alaska Board of Fisheries (board) to explore innovative Gulf 
of Alaska (GOA) groundfish fisheries allocation and management strategies in ways that benefit the 
resource, the resource users, and the communities dependent upon them.  

The GOA groundfish fisheries are comprised of a diverse group of users, vessels, gears, areas, and 
species.  In order to implement this legislation, the board will do the following:
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(1) Continue the board’s GOA Groundfish Rationalization Task Force; hold 3 to 4 additional meetings prior 
to community hearings.  Costs for these task force meetings include 3 board members travel, 2 to 3 
ADF&G staff travel, and meeting room costs.

(2) Hold hearings in affected communities around the Gulf of Alaska (e.g., Kodiak, Homer, Sand Point and 
others) in order to receive public and community input on options for structuring the groundfish fisheries to 
maximize fishery benefits.  It is intended that program development for each GOA groundfish fishery will 
be developed in the transparent board public process, and not within this legislation.  The final list of 
communities at which hearings will be held will depend upon the proposals/requests received by the board 
or Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC) for consideration of examination of specific GOA 
groundfish fisheries.

(3) Add 2 to 3 meeting days to its schedule during FY 06 to specifically report to the full board on input 
from the community hearings, to receive further public input, and to work further on program development.

Passage of this legislation gives the board and the CFEC a new tool in their toolbox, and in and of itself 
has no immediate fiscal impact.  However, as the board and CFEC consider the development of a new 
program, the Alaska Department of Fish and Game anticipates some modest costs for travel and 
extended meetings as noted above. 

At this point, it is unknown how program development might effect future data technology and personnel 
needs.  Therefore, subsequent costs are indeterminate pending the shape and extent of any “designated 
access privilege” program established by the board and CFEC.  


