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This bill would create a new statute in the criminal code making the crimes commonly associated with 
fraudulently applying for a permanent fund dividend a class C felony.  Additionally, this bill would statutorily 
require the Department of Revenue to create a fraud investigation unit designed to detect and investigate 
permanent fund dividend crimes to aid in the prosecution of these offenses and the imposition of civil 
penalties.  Currently Revenue has created a fraud investigation unit, but creating the unit in statute is 
necessary to facilitate access to information held by other law enforcement agencies.  Passage of this 
legislation will not have a foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law. 


