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OPERATING EXPENDITURES

This bill changes statutes and court rules concerning confidentiality in child protective proceedings (CINA).  CINA 
hearings will be presumptively open to the public, unless the court orders otherwise, based upon a motion to close it 
under certain circumstances enumerated in the bill.  The Agency opens over 900 new child protective proceedings a 
year.  It is anticipated that in at least half of the Agency's cases the attorney will be repeatedly moving to close 
hearings.  This additional motion practice will also require service on a member of the public who has requested 
notice.  It is further anticipated that disputes over interpretation and implementation of this legislation will occur. This 
increase in workload necessitates an increase in operating costs amounting to a half-time attorney position, factoring 
in support staff.  The additional operating costs to address the increased workload are based on attorney and support 
staff hours in Anchorage, where the bulk of these cases are handled.  


