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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES   

CHANGE IN REVENUES  (           )

The bill modifies state law governing the presumptive sentencing of felony offenders in Alaska, in response
to the United States Supreme Court decision, Blakely v. Washington.  The legislation proposes to amend 
Alaska's sentencing laws to avoid the worst consequences of Blakely, which could make it difficult for 
judges to consider all relevant factors in sentencing, causing complications throughout the criminal justice 
process.  The modified presumptive sentencing structure proposed in the legislation primarily will impact 
the process and not the end result of felony sentences.  Department research demonstrates that the 
average unsuspended incarceration for first time Class B and Class C felony offenders and first time Class 
B and Class C sex felony offenders already falls within the mid-range of the new presumptive ranges set 
out in the bill.    (continued)
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STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO.

FIRST FELONY OFFENDERS - AVERAGE SENTENCES 
Offenders Convicted Between January 1, 2001 and December 31, 2004 
    
                                                                                                 Total Unsuspended Incarceration
First Felony Offenders                Unique Offenders          Average Days                 Average Years
Felony, Class B                                      1155                            864                                    2.4 
Felony, Class C                                      4097                            366                                    1.0 
Total, Class B&C                                     5252                            507                                   1.4 
    
                                                                                                Total Unsuspended Incarceration
First Felony Sex Offenders         Unique Offenders          Average Days                Average Years 
Sex Felony, Class B                                347                           1,125                                  3.1 
Sex Felony, Class C                                202                             637                                   1.7 
Total, Class B&C                                      549                             981                                   2.7 
    
Note : If an offender was convicted for the first time of both a B and C felony, they
are counted only in the Felony B category.  

The department is unable to predict with any accuracy the future actions judges may or may not take regarding probation 
supervision, thus it is unknown whether the changes proposed in the legislation will have any impact on probation services.  The 
department does not anticipate a significant fiscal impact to the Division of Probation and Parole, Department of Corrections during 
the first six years.


