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OPERATING EXPENDITURES

This bill restricts the court's ability to suspend a minimum fine imposed for DUI or Refusal convictions.  It also opens 
therapeutic courts to felony DUI offenders.  Opening therapeutic courts to felony DUI will increase the workload of the 
Agency.  Currently the Agency closes a case after sentencing.  The therapeutic court model and "court-ordered 
treatment" requires a lengthy time in treatment, intensive supervision and monitoring, and frequent court review 
hearings, often once a week, which significantly extends the life of a case.  Requiring attorneys to attend additional 
hearings in cases, that currently would be closed, will increase the workload of the Agency.   It is unknown how many 
felony DUI offenders would participate in court-ordered treatment programs like "Wellness Court" in Anchorage, if 
offered, or whether the special court would be a newly established one in superior court, the jurisdiction for felony 
cases.  This bill, if enacted, will have a fiscal impact on the operations of the Agency, but it is not possible to predict 
with any certainty what that impact would be.  Therefore an indeterminate fiscal note is submitted.     


