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Legal and Advocacy ServicesAn Act relating to sentencing for

Reps. Stoltze, McGuire
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Public Defender Agency

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES

This bill seeks to enhance penalties for numerous crimes against a person 65 years or older.  From the 2002 census, 
it indicates people over 65 comprise 6% of Alaska's population.  There are more than 25 crimes listed for 
enhancement if a victim is 65 or older.  The Agency was appointed in over 6600 (6% of 6606 = 396 crimes against 
elderly) of these crimes in 2004, with over 73% (4851) of them involving misdemeanor crimes that would become 
felonies.  Felonies are much more costly to defend than misdemeanors. American Bar Association national standards 
provide that an attorney should not handle more than 400 misdemeanor cases a year, or 150 felonies a year.  This 
shift from misdemeanor to felony will increase the Agency workload by one full-time position, factoring in support 
staff.  The additional operating costs to address this increased workload are based on a full-time attorney and support 
staff in Bethel, where the highest number of these cases exist.  


