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POSITIONS

I

Full-time
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Temporary

ANALYSIS:

neglect;

(Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill addresses a number of different issues related to children in the custody of the department. The
bill modifies various sections of Alaska Law by:

1. Allowing a parent to retain privileges of ongoing contact or communication with a child, when
appropriate, after relinquishment of parental rights;

2. Maintaining permanent fund dividend eligibility for Alaskan children temporarily placed outside the
state by the Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS)
3. Clarifying the court's authority to issue orders to aid the DHSS in its investigations of child abuse and
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ANAL YSIS CONTINUATION
4. Modifying the circumstances under which the DHSS may assume emergency custody of a child in order to
better protect abused and neglected children;

5. Establishing a definition of "mental health professional” for purposes of child in need of aid and juvenile
delinquency proceedings, and

6. Allowing the court to make findings regarding the testimony of expert withesses in cases where parents cannot
be located.

Passage of this bill will not have a fiscal impact on the department.
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