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Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
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CAPITAL EXPENDITURES   

CHANGE IN REVENUES  (           )

This proposed bill significantly increases the penalties for possession, use, and delivery of marijuana.  It raises from a 
B misdemeanor to a B felony in many cases the delivery of marijuana, in any amount to someone under 21. 
Possession of 4 ounces or more of marijuane is raised to a C felony from a misdemeanor.  It also adjusts the 
misdemeanor penalties related to marijuana and creates new misdemeanors for possessing marijuana while driving, 
permitting a passenger to possess it, or being a passenger in possession.  This bill would have an impact on Agency 
operations.  We handle 500 misdemeanor drug cases, primarily involving marijuana.  At least half of these would 
become felonies. Felonies take more work than misdemeanors.  Also more misdemeanors would be prosecuted for 
less amounts and vehicle related offenses. This will increase by 50% the current number of misdemeanor cases 
handled by the Agency. The Agency will need one full time attorney to meet this increased case and work load. The 
position would be in Kenai, since their numbers are increasing in this area, and almost match Anchorage.


