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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-12, SIDE A

CO- CHAIR JOHN CONDERY cal led the Senate Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:35 p.m Present at the call to

order was Senator Therriault, Co-Chair Wgoner, and Co-Chair
Cowdery. Also present was Senat or Seekins.

SB 345-LI ABILITY FOR Al RPORTS AND Al RSTRI PS

The conmittee took up SB 345.

MR. JOE MCHEL, Staff to Senator Seekins, testified that SB 345
renoves the word “natural” so that the bill reads, “A person who
W t hout conpensation maintains or repairs an aircraft runway,

airfield....” He drew attention to the distinction between a
natural person, an artificial person (created by law) and just a
person. “Under AS 01.10.060 the definition of ‘person’ includes
a cor poration, conpany part nershi p, firm associ ati on,
organi zation, business trust, or society, as well as a natural
person.” Everything else in the bill remains the sane, he
st at ed. M. Mchel explained that the purpose of SB 345 is to
offer civil liability protection to those who maintain airfields

or | anding areas for no conpensati on.

MR TOM GEORGE, representing the Aircraft Omers and Pilots
Association (AOPA), testified via teleconference in support of
SB 345. He said AOPA's nenbership is over 400,000 nationally,

4,600 in Alaska, and the organization's interest is in
preserving a healthy aviation infrastructure in Al aska, which
i ncl udes backcountry airstrips. He said SB 345 broadens the
current statute that limts civil liability on aircraft runways

for conpanies, corporations, and organi zations that devote tine
and resources to help maintain airstrips in Alaska. He said the
broader definition is necessary so that it includes mning
conpani es, |odges, and aviation associations. The state is
already struggling to naintain airports and other transportation
infrastructure in Al aska and placing reasonable [imts on civil
liability should provide an incentive for these entities to
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perform maintenance, particularly on backcountry airstrips.
AOPA sees SB 345 as a step towards protecting airstrips that
provi de access to public lands. Mbst backcountry airstrips used
today were developed initially for sonme industrial application
such as mneral exploration, and were abandoned when the
i ndustrial use was finished. Providing protection for liability
will help to keep airstrips usable in years to cone.

CO CHAIR CONDERY wondered about a bill in the 1980s that
pertained to a scenario such as flying in a bush area, stopping
for fuel in MG ath for exanple, picking up a passenger wanting
a ride to Anchorage, and then trying to waive the liability
i nvol ved.

SENATOR RALPH SEEKINS responded that a bill passed |ast vyear
pertaining to a person being notified that the carrier does not
have insurance before he/she gets on the aircraft. In that

case, there is no liability to the person who is carrying that
other person, if it’s not for hire. That is, today in Al aska,
if sonmeone gets into a person’s boat or airplane and he/she
says, “l don’t have any insurance to cover you” then ®“you are
traveling at your own risk.”

CO CHAIR WAGONER nmoved to report SB 345 out of committee with
i ndi vi dual recommendati ons and the attached fi scal note.

CO CHAI R CONDERY acknowl edged there were no objections and it
was so ordered.

There being no further business before the commttee, the Senate

Transportation Standing Conmttee was adjourned at approximately
1: 48 p. m
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