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COWM TTEE CALENDAR

AOVERVI EW OF THE KNI K ARM CRGOSSI NG

COCHAIR JOHN COMNDERY convened the neeting of the Senate
Transportation Standing Conmittee at 9:35 a.m Present at the

call to order was Senator O son, Co-Chair Wgoner, and Co-Chair
Cowdery.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

MR, GEORGE P. WJERCH, Chairnman of the Knik Arm Bridge and Toll
Authority began the overview wth a PowerPoint presentation.
This presentation can be viewed at ww. kni karnbridge.com He
di scussed the following three main issues in the presentation:

e Wiat it is
It is alengthy process ... where we are today
e History and substance of the project.

MR. WJERCH enphasized the inportance of the construction of
public infrastructure so that growh, econony, and quality of

life can continue in the private sector. There are six major
identified transportation projects in Alaska, and the Knik Arm
Crossing is on that |1ist. KABATA (Knik Arm Bridge and Toll

Authority) is a public corporation created by the Legislature.
It is the first toll authority in Al aska, but there are over 100
in the continental U S
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MR. WUERCH s presentation addressed the follow ng issues: what,
where, when, history, environnental considerations, obstacles,
and toll. What : connects ports of Anchorage to the Mat-Su;
rail road-conpati ble design; below the bluff on the Anchorage
side, access from existing roads; operates as a toll bridge;
earthfill causeway on each side and piling from deep water for
the bridge. When: design and construct; a four-year process;
permtting takes a long tinme, so no estinmate. “Wen” depends on
TEA-21 authorization noney. Envi r onnent al Consi der ati ons:
bel ugas, fish, unknowns.... (bst acl es: Money; hopefully $600
mllion fromthe federal governnment can be secured, with a match
of 9 percent. The 9 percent match could be made up of snall
appropriations, or sale of state GO bonds or toll authority
revenue bonds. This gets it built. After that, tolls pay the
operation and nmaintenance costs. Tol | : toll would pay the
operations and nmi ntenance, estimated to be at $1.5 mllion per
year. Vehicle counts would nost likely be low the first few
years. Trucks noving cargo woul d be charged nore, and woul d use
the bridge. Estimated toll for passenger vehicles nay be $5 per
vehi cl e.

QO her points of interest nentioned included planning into the
future, a bike trail along the bridge, and a railroad corridor.
A railroad corridor would not necessarily be a part of the tol
bri dge, but the Authority could manage it.

There was a public comment period after the presentation. Bot h
Channel 11 and Channel 2 ran news stories on the hearing at the
end of the day.

ADJ OQURNVENT
The neeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded. A copy of the tape(s) may be
obtained by contacting the Senate Records Ofice at State
Capitol, Room 3, Juneau, Alaska 99801 (nmmiling address), (907)
465-2870, and after adjournnment of the second session of the
Twenty-Third Al aska State Legislature this information nay be
obtained by contacting the Legislative Reference Library at
(907) 465-3808.
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