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CHAIR JOHN COMNDERY called the Senate Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:37 p.m Present were Senators
Wagoner, Lincoln and Chair Cowdery. Senator O son was excused.
Senator Therriault arrived at 1:40 p.m The confirmation hearing
for Conmm ssioner-designee Mke Barton of the Departnent of
Transportation and Public Facilities (DOIPF) was the business
before the comittee. Chair Cowdery invited Conm ssioner-
designee Barton to cone forward and speak on the direction of
DOTPF under his tenure.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE M KE BARTON infornmed conmttee nenbers
that DOTPF' s direction [will wvary] depending on the node of
transportation. DOTPF needs to optim ze and build a
transportation system that fits the needs of Alaskans. He
expl ai ned:

Specifically with the Mrine H ghways for exanple, |
think that we need to inprove conmunications with the
user groups and the communities that it serves. We
need to strive to reduce the anount of general funding
that gets devoted to the Marine Hi ghway System and
that will take sonme doing. | think that we need to get
on with inplementing the fast ferry concept. 1 think
that’s a neans of achieving a reduction in the general
fund denands.

And | think one of the first tasks that | would ask
the new Marine Advisory Board to undertake is the
exam nation and clarification of the mssion of the
Marine Hi ghway System | believe that there’s not a
cl ear understanding on what we really wanted to do.
On the one hand, we wanted to provide basic service to
Al askans, on the other hand we wanted to provide sort
of a cruise ship, a pseudo-cruise ship. And | think
it’s inmportant that we | ook at those things and decide
specifically what we want to enphasi ze.

In the long term | think that - | see a system of
short ferry links as we develop the road system as
the road system natures so that we don’t have these

long hauls. | think there will still always be a
Bel I i ngham - Skagway, the Prince Rupert - Skagway but
sone of the |ike, Juneau to Haines and Skagway, |
think we'll get the road |inks developed and we’'ll be

able to work with nore of the short ferry links and a
conpletely different style of boat, ship. That wil |l
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all help, I think, provide better service for Al askans
and at the sane tine reduce the need for general
funds.

CHAIR CONDERY interjected that he has received requests from
many of the tourism conpanies to provide a two-year schedul e.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON replied a two-year summer schedul e
has been discussed. It is nore problematic during the rest of
the year because ships are in lay-up and lay-up tine depends on
the amount of funding available for the repair work. The Marine
Hi ghway staff Dbelieves two-year summer schedules can be
provi ded.

CHAI R CONDERY said that would be helpful. The tourism conpanies
were having difficulty maki ng bookings for tourists.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON said he did not think it was a
probl em but there would have to be recognition of unforeseen
events. He conti nued.

In terms of air transportation, | think we need to
continue to inprove our airports. You know we’ ve got
a program where we're trying to get all the runways to
3300 feet. Sonmre would like to get up to 3500 and
depending on the bypass mail changes, we may have to
get to 4000 at sone of the airports. Many of our
airports still need lights and there are a |lot of
airports where we need to pave the runways. W need
to finish the Anchorage term nal project.

CHAI R CONDERY added he thought the commttee was going to have a
heari ng on the Anchorage Airport.

COMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said the departnent has Dbeen
| ooking at ways to address the Anchorage Airport and would
provide information at the tine of the hearing. He told nenbers:

In terns of the road system | think that we need to
get sone traces on the ground. Hi storically DOT has
been very heavy into the reconstruction phase rather
than construction and we need to get into nore
construction. The Governor talked about industrial
access roads, conmunity access roads. W need to get
on with that in order to help grow the econony of this
state. And in many cases, we don’t need a typical
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hi ghway. You know, in sone cases a nmuch smaller |ow
volune road will get the job done.

And so | see challenges comng on the financing of
those roads and we’'re gona have to look for a variety
of ways | think to finance those roads. The federal
hi ghway aid system brings with it a lot of standards
that perhaps aren't - not what we need for nmany of
t hese roads. But there’s a nunber of them out there
and we’'re getting nore suggestions all the tine but we
need to figure out which ones we can get on wth,
whi ch ones have the highest payoff and what’s the best
way to finance them You know there’s a variety of
mechani sns. . . f eder al hi ghway aid, per haps  Denal
Comm ssi on noney, general funds, bond program perhaps
private. Some of these nmay be very suitable for
private devel opnent. In sone cases the devel opers may
prefer devel opnent privately.

So that’s kind of it in a nutshell. I think we need
to continue to put nore noney in the capita
i nvestnent on roads in order to decrease the anount of

noney  we need | at er in mai ntenance and the
departnment’s been doing that and we need to continue
to enphasize that. If you look at life cycle costs,

it’s cost effective to do that plus it’'s a different
source of noney.

1:47 p. m

SENATOR LINCOLN said it was good to have Comm ssioner-designee
Barton in front of the commttee. She said it was encouragi ng
and nice to see on his resune he is a long tinme Alaskan and
famliar wth Al aska.

SENATOR LI NCOLN descri bed her concerns as follows. The Governor
has indicated he wants to have resources devel oped. Resource
devel opnment requires infrastructure, neaning roads, a railroad
or air access in and out of the devel opnent sites. She stated:

When we hear talk about the 10 percent cuts that are
possi bly com ng down from the departnents or nore, or
even if you hold the line, and we hear the talk about
t he devel opnent, how do you match those two things up?
How are you going to get the funding to do sonme of
these projects? | hear you talk about the bonding and
private dollars but for G- [general funds] how will we
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possibly go forward with devel oping resources with our
limted G- dollars we’ve got and the limted federal
dol lars com ng down quite frankly?

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON sai d i ntense di scussions have taken
place during the budget developnment with OVMB (Ofice of
Managenent and Budget). It is too soon to tell how DOTPF wll
fair but he is optimstic because the Governor has nade
transportation one of his priority issues. He said that was
about as much as he could say at this point.

SENATOR LI NCOLN stated, “Wich doesn’'t answer ny question but |

appreci ate your honesty in that.” She said her other area of
concern is construction versus reconstruction. The piece of
| egislation in the “hopper” is the proposed new Circle Hot

Springs to Chena Hot Springs Loop Road. The real problemis the
Central to Circle road, a horrible alnobst inpassable road.
Peopl e have to use this road to reach the |onger runway to get
out for nedical reasons and other services. She asked how he
bal ances reconstruction versus construction when there is a real
reconstruction need out there.

COMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said that is a difficult situation
and he had not neant to inply DOIPF was going to stop

reconstruction. The bulk of the noney will probably still be
spent on reconstruction. He said he is concerned that sone new
roads are built. Picking which roads to build wll be a
bal ancing act that wll have to reflect people’s needs. He
added:

You know there’'s very possibly a road that serves a
very few people, on the other hand it my be just
extrenely inportant to them whereas a road that your
reconstructing nmay be nore a matter of reducing
commute time or making traffic flow a little faster
when there are alternatives. | think it’s really a
judgnent call that has to be nmade on that sort of
thing and it’s not an easy one because there’s so many
requests for both types, the reconstruction as well as
the new construction. W have $8 billion dollars, $8
billion dollars in identified needs in this state.
That’ s how nmuch is on the needs |ist.

SENATOR LINCOLN asked if that was for new construction and
reconstruction.
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COMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON answer ed yes. He thought nostly
reconstruction.

SENATOR THERRI AULT st at ed:

| was contacted the other day by a nenber, a trucker,
who talked about sone seasonal late restriction
bottlenecks in the system and |’m wondering what
you've got planned to switch around the decision
maki ng process on that effort to maybe relieve sone of
the bottlenecks from being seasonally inposed causing
problens all the way down to when the containers are
| oaded in Seattle.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said he had been working wth Frank
Dillon, Al aska Truckers Association, as well as D ck Katno,
Associ ated General Contractors, on this question. The need for
weight restrictions decreases as the mjor highways are
upgr aded. The highway has an upgraded section, followed by a
non- upgraded section, and then another wupgraded section. The
wei ght restrictions are dictated by the weakest link in the
chai n. He informed conmittee nenbers he agreed to use the sane
wei ght restrictions this year that were used |last year and wll
work with the truckers to exam ne other things that m ght help,
such as lower tire pressures and | ower speeds. DOTPF would Iike
to get to the point where it does not have to inpose weight
restrictions but is not there yet.

SENATOR THERRI AULT said if the container does not neet the
wei ght restriction and the driver gets stopped and ticketed, he
still drives over the weak portion of pavenent. He asked if
reconstruction was scheduled for that stretch of road so the
weight limts would not have to be inposed.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said DOTPF has a schedule to
upgrade roads to the point where weight restrictions can be
el i m nat ed.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked, “But not until the road is actually
reconstructed?”

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said they had to harden those weak
links. Perhaps, by working with the truckers, alternative neans
can be found that allow weight restrictions to be raised or
elimnated. At this point, DOTPF does not have the alternative
means.
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SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if federal funds m ght be reallocated
or shifted in the STIP (State Transportation | nprovenent
Program) fund allocation process. He explained the northern
region has the majority of lane mles but it is said the region
is not getting its fair share of funds. He said he tries to be
sensitive to the fact that the lane mles in the Anchorage area
are fewer but receive a lot of wear and tear. He asked if
Comm ssi oner - desi gnee Barton anticipates any direction from the
Governor on reevaluating the way the noney is distributed.

1:55 p. m

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON clarified the STIP process is a
federally dictated process. He expl ai ned:

| can tell you I'’mvery frustrated with it and | think
the public is very frustrated with it. Part of ny
frustration is inherent in the process and part of ny
frustration relates to the way we wuse it and |I'm
wanting to change the way we wuse it. The public is
frustrated because a project shows up in a ‘03 STIP
and the next thing you know, it’s in the ‘04 STIP and
the ‘05 STIP. And there [are] sone very good reasons
for that sonetinmes and sonetines they may not be so
good.

But | think we have to really look at the way that
we’'re estimating these projects because that’'s what
happens when these shift a lot of tinmes is they were
in the STIP at a certain level and then when you
actually build them they ve nushrooned so that that
has to displace sonething el se yet to be built.

Now t he reason that cost has gone up sonetines is very
legitimate and one of the big things that drives up
the cost is increased right-of-way costs. And that’s
just a function of escalating |land values from the
time when the project was conceived to the tinme when
you actually go out there to buy it. W’ ve got one
project... in the Mat-Su Valley where the right-of-way
costs have tripled and that then bunps things out. So
if we can do a better job at anticipating that sort of
thing, then I think we can have a nore reliable, nore
dependable STIP process. But the process is |abor
intensive for the public and I’m sure they get tired
of it.
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SENATOR THERRI AULT described a concern in Fairbanks. W t hout
the federal float dollars being spread around the state,
contractors go out of business. The contractors cannot hold out
until the noney cones around again. Wen the next project cones
up, conpetitive bidding is not there to the extent desired so
the cost goes up. He said he was |ooking for sonme kind of spread
of projects to nmake sure the bidders remain healthy and viable.
The need is higher in all locations than funding is available
for.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said DOTPF recognizes and tries to
deal with that situation. DOTPF knows it is not in the state’s
best interest to have no contractors and then a lot of
contractors and then no contractors. He offered to provide a
list of contracts to be awarded this year and said those
projects are pretty well spread around the state.

SENATOR THERRI AULT said he would like to see the |ist.

SENATOR LI NCOLN requested the list be provided to all commttee
menbers.

SENATOR WAGONER asked the carrying capacity of the fast ferries.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE ~ BARTON said a fast ferry carries
approxi mately 35 vehicles and 200 passengers.

SENATOR WAGONER pointed out he has been in Al aska for about 30
years and has been bothered by Al aska’s road construction. He
noted he had always wanted to ask the Comm ssioner of
Transportation the foll ow ng question:

Where | conme from they generally put a lift of 6 to 8
i nches of good, clean, crushed rock as a cap on every
road they build before they pave it. And |’ve driven
over a 30-mle stretch of road between ny hometown and
Carson, Washington, and we get a lot of freezing and
thawing there too. And that road today, it was rebuilt

in - approximately 35 years ago and there’'s a few
patches on it, but basically the road bed and the road
is still just about as good as it was the day it was

built. Have we ever thought about trying to put better
material on our roads or is it a fact that we don't?
| nmean |1’ve never seen a road with a cap on it of
crushed rock in the State of Al aska. s there such a
stretch of road?
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COMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON answered he was sure there is.
DOTPF is trying to put better material on Al aska roads. Part of
what determines the life of a road is the material avail able
Cenerally, the rock in Alaska is too soft for road construction
however, that is not true in a few places.

SENATOR WAGONER asked if the rock does not fracture right.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON pointed out it is too soft and
doesn’t wear well. DOIPF is wusing a different oil mx wth
polymers in it and that seens to be wearing better. A top
surface of hard rock is very expensive;, in this area it cones
from Haines. DOTPF is also treating the sub-base underneath the
road and the fines are being captured, which nmekes it a nore
wear abl e base and that is hel ping.

SENATOR WAGONER said the last Iift on the road is generally 6 to
8 inches of good crushed rock that screens perfectly. He said
maybe that type of rock is not available in Al aska.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON replied the rock in Alaska is
vari able but, in general, too soft.

CHAI R COADERY interjected that base coats |like those with a D1
classification are crushed rock that include fines and work as a
rei nforcenent. It is conpacted in layers and is now being used
with a fabric.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said he would be delighted to have
DOTPF design people cone to the Senate Transportation Committee
and brief themon construction techniques.

SENATOR WAGONER said he would like that. He noted the road
bet ween Kenai and Anchorage was recently rebuilt. Several tines
he |ooked at the materials being used. He stated, “I told ny
wife several times that it just nmakes ne sick because they were
going to have to rebuild that road before long.” The bl acktop
was crushed and the road was taken up. He said the nmaterials
did not | ook good but maybe good materials are not avail abl e.

SENATOR WAGONER said he wusually drives 4-wheel drive vehicles
and does not use studs or believe studs give better traction.
MIlions of dollars are spent in Al aska rebuilding roads due to
wear of the pavenent by studded tires. He asked if anything is
bei ng done to get away from studded tires.
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COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said that earlier efforts to ban

heavy st eel studs and only allow alumnum studs were
unsuccessful. A plastic stud is available but it does not seem
to be very popul ar. Sonme states have banned the use of studs

because they are expensive when it cones to road wear.

SENATOR WAGONER said, “Maybe the three letter word needs to be
| ooked at. If you want to put a studded tire on your car you pay
a tax that would go into a maintenance program for hi ghways.”

CHAI R CONDERY i nserted, “A user fee.”

SENATOR WAGONER replied, “Ch, Heaven forbid, a Republican said
the three letter word.” He added the state is paying a
horrendous bill because of the danage done by stud use when
there is no snow or ice on the roads.

COW SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON responded that is one way to pay
for road maintenance and |ooking at some sort of wuser fee or
surcharge is worthwhile.

2:07 p.m

SENATOR THERRI AULT said he thought an in-depth discussion took
pl ace when [fornmer] Representative Hanley introduced |egislation
about studded tire use in the past. The research at that tine
showed that a lot of the damage is caused when the casing
strikes the pavenent, not from the stud. The al um num or
plastic casing holds the stud in the tire. He asked if DOTPF
has continued to review research on the |level of damage from an
al um num casing with a steel stud. He suggested explaining to
constituents that researchers have identified the part of the
studded snow tire that causes nost of the damage and that is
what the |legislature wants to address.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON recalled that such an effort was
made in 1995, He said it is fairly well accepted that an
al um num casing has less of an inpact on the pavenent than a
st eel casing.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if 50 percent of the wear cones from
the casing and 50 percent fromthe stud.

CHAI R CONDERY expl ai ned the tungsten that hits the pavenent does

the damage. The heavier steel inbedded to hold the stud in the
tire may cone out and wear the pavenent fast.
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SENATOR LI NCOLN said a |lot of research was done on another piece
of legislation about this issue. She suggested that DOTPF staff
review that research. She noted the type of stud that would not
damage pavenent could not be acquired in the United States at
that tine.

CHAIR COANDERY said the University of Alaska found that 50
percent of drivers do not use studs and that 98 percent of the
tinme the pavenent is dry but studs are used year-round. He said
the trucking industry and the Anchorage Police do not use
studded tires and that other options are avail abl e.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON poi nted out that the use of studded
tires is an enotional issue.

SENATOR WAGONER said so are doll ars.

SENATOR LINCOLN said Conmm ssioner-designee Barton’s statenent
about DOTPF' s m ssion being a bit outdated and in need of review
interests her. She asked if he had sone type of goal in mnd to
conplete the mssion statenent or to |ook at how the departnent
is going to operate under his adm nistration.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON said he was referring specifically
to the Marine H ghway mssion. He believes the Governor’s
reorgani zati on of departnent headquarters along nodal lines is
very good. The three nbdes are highways and facilities, aviation
and marine highway. The Governor also added two boards, an
Avi ation Advisory Board and a Mrine Transportation Advisory

Board. The Governor |left the organization in the field
i ntegrated. Comm ssioner-designee Barton said he thought the
departnent could still deliver services in an efficient manner

with the integrated field units and at the sanme tinme inprove
managenent focus in each of the three nodes because of the
change in the staffing at headquarters.

SENATOR LI NCOLN said she would read a question on behalf of sone
fisher people to nake sure to say it correctly.

One of the biggest issues facing the salnon industry

is inproved transportation.... No reliable dedicated
statewide air cargo service for noving sal non out of
state exists. Refrigerated cargo service aboard the

state ferries has been proposed but not noved forward.
What can DOT do, given the current fiscal situation,
to attract or assist cargo businesses to the state to
economi cal ly nove sal non out of state?
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COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON said he thought the ferries had
refrigerated vans. He pointed out the issue of air
transportation gets back to provi di ng t he necessary
infrastructure for air cargo conpanies to be able to service
these comunities. In sone cases, a road link my be needed to
get the fish to the airport. He asserted he did not believe the
state should be in the business of operating air cargo flights,
whi ch ought to be a function of the private sector. It is the
state’s business to provide the infrastructure in terns of
airports and roads so the air cargo conpanies can provide the
servi ce.

SENATOR LINCOLN clarified the question was about attracting or
assisting cargo businesses, not the state going into conpetition
with them She said she would be interested in neeting with him
later to look at ways to get fish to market quickly. She added
she was interested to hear how Conm ssioner-designee Barton
woul d i npl enent the very inportant rol e DOTPF pl ays.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON agreed DOTPF plays a very inportant
role and said he would be pleased to |Iook at the issue in nore
detail and get back to her.

2:16 p.m

SENATOR LI NCOLN asked, “As you know the Adm nistrative Oder 199
on forced accounting, could you talk a little bit about your
feeling about that and naybe your advice to the Adm nistration
on inplenenting that?”

COW SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON said that was a subject of sone
di scussion he has had wth staff, the Associated GCenera
Contractors and others. He added:

| would hate to see the departnent |ose entirely its
ability to use force account. On the other hand, on
the face of it, the situation, and this is ny persona
opinion, that created a |ot of the controversy was the
Saint Mary’'s project. And on the face of it that was
not a good thing to use, that was too big a project
for force account. On the other hand, as | understand
it and I wasn't here, | wunderstand that the notives
were designed to help wth an extrenely adverse
econom c situation.
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But it just seenms to ne that that flexibility is
inportant to have for the CGovernor, and again this is
me speaking, not the Adm nistration, please understand
t hat . Force account provides an opportunity to get
sone things done nore cheaply. Wen we - there are
other things other times when it’s cheaper to get it
done through these private contracts. G ven the union
contract we have to denonstrate that it is cheaper to
get it done through private contracts before we can go
that route.

But | think the use of force accounts should be on
small things, things that are not economical to do
through private contracting. | believe that Saint

Mary’s was too big if you just look at it on its face
and di scount any other reasons for having done it. I

would like to see 199 operate for a while and see
whether it works. It’s not, | believe we ought to use
the private sector to the extent we can but | also

believe we need to have sone capability, sone
flexibility wwthin the departnent.

SENATOR LINCOLN said she was glad to hear him say that because
so often local hire becomes a real issue if there isn't force

accounting. From all indication, the Saint Miry' s project was
very successful and cane in under the bid anount. She opi ned,
“l don’t know how you can argue with success and all | ocal
hire.”

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON said it depends on your objectives.

CHAIR COWNDERY said DOIPF charges a nonthly fee for truckers
haul i ng goods to Kenai in doubles. DOTPF does not charge the
fee to haul doubles to Fairbanks or any other part of the state.
He thought it penalizes commerce between Anchorage and Kenai and
endorses elimnating the fee or balancing it out.

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON promised to look at the fee
structure and said it does sound like there is an inequity.

CHAI R CONDERY said he would ask about it again at a later tine.
He continued by saying he tal ked to Comm ssi oner-desi gnee Barton
about using rural contractors or rural people on certain kinds

of jobs. Smal |l jobs that do not require engineering would be
| unped together and a contractor would be required to be on
cal | . Chair Cowdery said he worked with the Cty of Anchorage
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on that type of project and it proved to be very successful and
i ncl uded Davi s- Bacon wages.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON said DOTPF has sone resourceful
peopl e who have gotten hold of Chair Cowdery’' s contracts and are
| ooki ng at them

CHAIR COANDERY said it seenmed they could increase privatization
along that line and include w nter maintenance. He added that
in rural Al aska, sone airports are very close to each other but
no roads connect them and maintenance of those airports is
substantial. He wanted to address ways to acquire federal funds
for that type of road.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON explained that is exactly the sort
of thing he was referring to with community access roads. He
st at ed:

W need to get sone Alcans on the ground and then we
can cone along and build them up as the need devel ops
so that we don’'t have to put in sonething for 30 years
from now today. But we can put sonething [in] today
that will suffice and is a | ow enough cost that we can
build nore of them

TAPE 03-04, SIDE B
2:25 p.m

SENATOR LINCOLN pointed out in recent years the elimnation of
the capital matching funds for local nunicipally owned airports
was di scussed and proposed. She asked the follow ng.

e VWat are his intentions as a new conm ssioner on this
i ssue?
* Has there been any discussion of turning over the public

facility conponent of the departnent to the Departnent of
Adm ni stration?

COWM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON addressed the first question:

Having served as the Chairman of the Juneau Airport
Board for the last several years | was on the other
end of the elimnation of this local match so | find
nyself in a bit of a pickle here. W’ ve not |ooked at

that, by inclination |I'm synpathetic to the |ocal
comunities. | nmean it’'s not a lot of noney but it’'s
pretty inportant to those comunities but | need to
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|l ook at that. You know it all depends on how the
budget shapes out and what you all do. As | recall the
reason it now exists is because you legislated it. Is
that not correct?

SENATOR LI NCOLN answered that is correct.
COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE BARTON responded to the second questi on:

W have not yet discussed with the Departnent of
Adm ni stration any further transfer of public

facilities. | get passionate about buildings but even
if we transferred all the office buildings to the
Department of Administration, DOT would still end up
with several hundred buildings - ferry termnals,
airports, and nmaintenance stations. | think that’s the
efficient way to handle this - is DOl is the sole
t enant .

SENATOR LI NCOLN pointed out Conmmi ssioner-designee Barton is a
menber of the Al aska Railroad Corporation’s Board of Directors.
Several pieces of legislation propose a railroad corridor and
expanding the railroad into various parts of Al aska. She asked
how he envisions dealing with his seat on the Al aska Railroad
Board because of a potential conflict of interest, whether a
railroad is built or whether DOT gets involved with a road
system or airport.

COWMM SSI ONER- DESI GNEE  BARTON said he does not see any conflict
[ between nodes]. Alaska' s transportation systens need to be
optimzed: they need to be conplenentary, not conpetitive.
Al aska cannot afford to nmaxim ze every transportation system
As roads are developed, ferries need to be reduced. Sone
conpetition exists between roads and railroads but there are
also many areas where they are not conpetitive. He said he
enjoys his seat on the railroad board and does not see a
conflict or conpetition, he sees the opportunity to make the
various transportation systens conplenmentary. Alaska cannot
afford to do anything el se.

CHAI R COADERY said before the Alcan H ghway was built the first
choice was to build a railroad but because nmany believed a
railroad would take too long to build, the highway was built.

CHAI R CONDERY t hen pointed out that studded tires are prohibited
in Ontari o, Canada and seven U.S. states.
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SENATOR THERRI AULT noved t hat t he committee forward
Comm ssi oner-desi gnee Barton’s nanme to the full Senate for
consi deration of confirnmation.

CHAI R COADERY announced that w thout objection, Comr ssioner-
desi gnee Barton’s nanme would be advanced to the full body for a
vot e.

Wth no further business to come before the commttee, Chair
Cowdery adjourned the neeting at 2:31 p. m
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