ALASKA STATE LEQ SLATURE
SENATE STATE AFFAI RS STANDI NG COW TTEE
May 1, 2004
4:14 p. m

TAPE (S) 04- 30831
MEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Gary Stevens, Chair
Senat or John Cowdery, Vice Chair
Senator Bert Stedman

Senat or G etchen Guess

VEMBERS ABSENT
Senat or Lyman Hof f man
COW TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 34

Sending a nessage of goodwill to President Chen Shui-bian, and
reaffirming the Alaska State Legislature's 2003 resolution
urging the United States Congress to support the granting of
official Cbserver Status to the Republic of China and to support
negotiation of a free trade agreenent with the Republic of
Chi na.

MOVED CSSJR 34(WR) OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 25
Rel ating to state agency construction and maintenance contracts
t hroughout the state.

REMOVED FROM AGENDA

HOUSE BI LL NO. 379
"An Act establishing an office of citizenship assistance in the
Depart ment of Labor and Wor kf orce Devel opnent. "

MOVED HB 379 OUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 366(FIN)
"An Act relating to animal <classic charitable gamng; and
providing for an effective date."

MOVED CSHB 366( FIN) OUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 490(JUD) am

"An Act relating to the release of enploynent security records,
to the binding effect of determ nations and decisions regarding
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unenpl oynment conpensation benefits, and to contributions,
interest, penalties, and paynents under the Al aska Enploynent
Security Act; providing that property under the Al aska
Enpl oyment Security Act is not subject to the Uniform Uncl ai ned
Property Act; and providing for an effective date.”

MOVED CSHB 490(JUD) am OUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 309(JUD) am
"An Act relating to nonindigenous fish."
MOVED CSHB 309(JUD) am OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 405( EDU)
"An Act relating to reports on school and school district
performance; and relating to accountability of public schools
and school districts; and providing for an effective date."

MOVED CSHB 405(EDU) OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 351(JUD)
"An Act relating to the devices, including carbon nonoxide
detection devices, required in dwellings; and providing for an
effective date."

MOVED CSHB 351(JUD) OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 373
"An Act requiring warrants drawn by the Departnent of
Adm nistration against the state treasury to be negotiable
i nstruments.”

MOVED HB 373 OUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: SIJR 34

SHORT TI TLE: TAI WAN STATUS AND PRESI DENT

SPONSCOR(s): RULES BY REQUEST OF WORLD TRADE & STATE/ FED
RELATI ONS

04/ 22/ 04 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

04/ 22/ 04 (S) WIR, STA

04/ 26/ 04 (S) WIR AT 4:00 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 26/ 04 (S) Moved CSSJR 34(WIR) Qut of Committee
04/ 26/ 04 (S) M NUTE( WIR)

04/ 27/ 04 (S) WIR RPT CS 5DP NEW TI TLE
04/ 27/ 04 (S) DP: COADERY, GUESS, OLSON,

04/ 27/ 04 (S) WAGONER, THERRI AULT

05/ 01/ 04 (S) STA AT 0:00 AM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 379
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SHORT TI TLE: OFFI CE OF CI Tl ZENSHI P ASSI STANCE

SPONSOR('s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) WEYHRAUCH

01/ 20/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 20/ 04 (H) L&C, FIN

03/ 05/ 04 (H L&C AT 3: 15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 05/ 04 (H -- Meeting Cancel ed --

03/ 19/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 19/ 04 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

03/ 22/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3: 15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 22/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 22/ 04 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 24/ 04 (H) L&C RPT 2DP 5NR

03/ 24/ 04 (H) DP: LYNN, ANDERSON; NR: CRAWORD,
03/ 24/ 04 (H GATTO, ROKEBERG, DAHLSTROM GUTTENBERG
04/ 21/ 04 (H) FIN RPT 9DP 2NR

04/ 21/ 04 (H) DP: MEYER, HAWKER, JOULE, CROFT, FATE,
04/ 21/ 04 (H CHENAULT, FOSTER, HARRI'S, W LLI AMS;
04/ 21/ 04 (H) NR: STOLTZE, MOSES

04/ 21/ 04 (H FIN AT 8:30 AM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
04/ 21/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Conmmttee

04/ 21/ 04 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 27/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 27/ 04 (H) VERSI ON: HB 379

04/ 28/ 04 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
04/ 28/ 04 (S) STA, FIN

05/ 01/ 04 (S) STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 366

SHORT TI TLE: ANl MAL CLASSI CS CHARI TABLE GAM NG

SPONSOR('s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) STOLTZE

01/ 12/ 04 (H) PREFI LE RELEASED ( 1/ 9/ 04)

01/ 12/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
01/ 12/ 04 (H) STA, FIN

01/ 29/ 04 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 102

01/ 29/ 04 (H) Heard & Hel d

01/ 29/ 04 (H) M NUTE( STA)

02/ 05/ 04 (H) STA RPT 3DP 1NR 2AM

02/ 05/ 04 (H DP: GRUENBERG, SEATON, LYNN;

02/ 05/ 04 (H) NR: VWEYHRAUCH, AM HOLM COGHI LL
02/ 05/ 04 (H) STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 102

02/ 05/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Commttee

02/ 05/ 04 (H) M NUTE( STA)

04/ 22/ 04 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
04/ 22/ 04 (H Bills Previously Heard/ Schedul ed
04/ 23/ 04 (H) FIN AT 8: 30 AM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
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04/ 23/ 04

04/ 26/ 04
04/ 26/ 04
04/ 26/ 04
04/ 27/ 04
04/ 27/ 04
04/ 28/ 04
04/ 28/ 04
05/ 01/ 04

BILL: HB 490

~

LLLYLIIIIIT L

-- Rescheduled from Thurs 4/22/04 1:30

FIN RPT CS(FIN) NT 3DP 3NR

DP: STOLTZE, CHENAULT, MEYER,
NR. HAWKER, JOULE, FATE

TRANSM TTED TO ( S)

VERSI ON:  CSHB 366( FI N)

READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS
STA, FIN

STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

SHORT TI TLE: EMPLOYMENT SECURI TY ACT AMENDMENTS

SPONSOR(s): RULES BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

02/ 16/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 16/ 04 (H L&C, JUD

03/ 22/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 22/ 04 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

03/ 24/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 24/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Conmmttee

03/ 24/ 04 (H M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 25/ 04 (H) L& RPT 4DP 3NR

03/ 25/ 04 (H DP: LYNN, GATTO DAHLSTROM ANDERSON,
03/ 25/ 04 (H NR. CRAWCORD, ROKEBERG GUTTENBERG
04/ 07/ 04 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 07/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 490(JUD) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 07/ 04 (H M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 14/ 04 (H) JUD RPT CS(JUD) NT 5NR

04/ 14/ 04 (H NR SAMUELS, HOLM GARA, GRUENBERG,
04/ 14/ 04 (H) MCGUI RE

04/ 21/ 04 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 21/ 04 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 490(JUD) AM

04/ 22/ 04 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
04/ 22/ 04 (S) STA, L&C

05/ 01/ 04 (S) STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 309

SHORT TITLE: CRIMES: NONI NDI GENOUS FI SH ; SENTENCI NG
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) WOLF

05/ 08/ 03 (H) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
05/ 08/ 03 (H) FSH, RES

05/ 16/ 03 (H) FSH AT 7:30 AM CAPI TOL 124

05/ 16/ 03 (H) Heard & Hel d

05/ 16/ 03 (H) M NUTE( FSH)

03/ 22/ 04 (H) FSH AT 9:00 AM CAPI TOL 124
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03/ 22/ 04 (H) Moved CSHB 309(FSH) Qut of Committee
03/ 22/ 04 (H) M NUTE( FSH)

03/ 24/ 04 (H) FSH RPT CS(FSH) NT 3DP 2NR

03/ 24/ 04 (H) DP: GARA, W LSON, SEATON, NR OGG
03/ 24/ 04 (H) GUTTENBERG

03/ 31/ 04 (H RES AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 124

03/ 31/ 04 (H) Heard & Hel d

03/ 31/ 04 (H) M NUTE( RES)

04/ 01/ 04 (H JUD REFERRAL ADDED AFTER RES

04/ 05/ 04 (H RES AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 124

04/ 05/ 04 (H) Heard & Hel d

04/ 05/ 04 (H) M NUTE( RES)

04/ 07/ 04 (H) RES AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 124

04/ 07/ 04 (H) Moved CSHB 309( RES) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 07/ 04 (H M NUTE( RES)

04/ 08/ 04 (H) RES RPT CS(RES) NT 1DP 3NR 5AM
04/ 08/ 04 (H) DP: WOLF; NR: LYNN, GUTTENBERG
04/ 08/ 04 (H DAHLSTROM AM HElI NZE, STEPOVI CH,
04/ 08/ 04 (H) GATTO, KERTTULA, MASEK

04/ 16/ 04 (H) JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 16/ 04 (H Heard & Hel d Assigned to Subcnte
04/ 16/ 04 (H) M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 21/ 04 (H JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 21/ 04 (H) Moved CSHB 309(JUD) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 21/ 04 (H) M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 22/ 04 (H) JUD RPT CS(JUD) NT 4DP 1INR 1AM
04/ 22/ 04 (H) DP: SAMUELS, GARA, OGG, MCGU RE;
04/ 22/ 04 (H) NR: GRUENBERG, AM HOLM

04/ 27/ 04 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 27/ 04 (H) VERSI ON: CSHB 309(JUD) AM

04/ 28/ 04 (S READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
04/ 28/ 04 (S) STA, RES

05/ 01/ 04 (S) STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 405
SHORT TITLE: SCHOOL PERFORMANCE DESI GNATI ON/ REPORT
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) GATTO

01/ 28/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

01/ 28/ 04 (H EDU, HES

02/ 17/ 04 (H EDU AT 11: 00 AM CAPI TOL 124

02/ 17/ 04 (H) <Bi || Hearing Postponed>

03/ 02/ 04 (H EDU AT 11:00 AM CAPI TOL 124

03/ 02/ 04 (H Heard & Held

03/ 02/ 04 (H) M NUTE( EDU)

03/ 09/ 04 (H EDU AT 11:00 AM CAPI TOL 124

03/ 09/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 405(EDU) Qut of Conmittee
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03/ 09/ 04
03/ 18/ 04
03/ 18/ 04
03/ 18/ 04
03/ 23/ 04
03/ 23/ 04
03/ 23/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 08/ 04
04/ 08/ 04
04/ 27/ 04
04/ 27/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
05/ 01/ 04

BILL: HB 351

LTI IIIIIIIIIE

(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)

M NUTE( EDU)

EDU RPT CS(EDU) 5DP 1NR

DP: SEATON, WLSQON, OGG GARA, GATTQO
NR: WOLF

HES AT 3:00 PM CAPI TOL 106

Moved CSHB 405(EDU) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( HES)

HES RPT CS(EDU) 6DP

DP: KAPSNER, GATTO, Cl SSNA, SEATON
WOLF, W LSON

TRANSM TTED TO (S)

VERSI ON:  CSHB 405( EDU)

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

STA, HES

STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

Schedul ed But Not Heard

STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

Heard & Hel d

M NUTE( STA)

STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

SHORT TI TLE: CARBON MONOXI DE DETECTI ON DEVI CES

SPONSOR( s) :

01/ 12/ 04
01/ 12/ 04
01/ 12/ 04
01/ 21/ 04
01/ 21/ 04
01/ 21/ 04
01/ 23/ 04
01/ 23/ 04
01/ 23/ 04
01/ 26/ 04
01/ 26/ 04
01/ 26/ 04
02/ 19/ 04
02/ 19/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
03/ 01/ 04
03/ 01/ 04
03/ 01/ 04
03/ 01/ 04
03/ 01/ 04

SENATE STA COW TTEE

IIIIITTTITITIITITIIITIIZ

REPRESENTATI VE(s) GATTO, GRUENBERG

PREFI LE RELEASED ( 1/ 2/ 04)

READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

L&C, STA

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

Heard & Held

M NUTE( L&C)

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

Moved CSHB 351(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( L&C)

L&C RPT CS(L&C) 5DP

DP: CRAWFCRD, LYNN, GATTO GUTTENBERG,
ANDERSON

STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 102

Schedul ed But Not Heard

STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 102

Moved CSHB 351(STA) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( STA)

STA RPT CS(STA) 3DP 1DNP 3NR

DP: GRUENBERG SEATON, LYNN,

DNP: COGHI LL; NR HOLM BERKOW TZ,
VWEYHRAUCH

JUD REFERRAL ADDED AFTER STA
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03/ 19/ 04 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 19/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 351(JUD) Qut of Conmittee

03/ 19/ 04 (H M NUTE( JUD)

03/ 22/ 04 (H JUD RPT CS(JUD) 4DP

03/ 22/ 04 (H DP: GARA, SAMUELS, GRUENBERG, MOGUI RE

03/ 31/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 31/ 04 (H VERSI ON:  CSHB 351( JUD)

04/ 01/ 04 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

04/ 01/ 04 (S) L&C, STA

04/ 22/ 04 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 22/ 04 (S) TRADE PRACTI CES: FREE TRI AL/ OPT- OUT
PLANS

04/ 27/ 04 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 27/ 04 (S) Moved CSHB 351(JUD) Qut of Conmittee

04/ 27/ 04 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 28/ 04 (S) L&C RPT 2DP 1NR

04/ 28/ 04 (S) DP: BUNDE, STEVENS G NR FRENCH

05/ 01/ 04 (S) STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 373
SHORT TI TLE: STATE TREASURY WARRANTS
SPONSCR(s) : STATE AFFAI RS

01/ 12/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
01/ 12/ 04 (H STA

01/ 20/ 04 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TCL 102

01/ 20/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

01/ 20/ 04 (H M NUTE( STA)

01/ 21/ 04 (H) STA RPT 2DP 3NR

01/ 21/ 04 (H DP: GRUENBERG WEYHRAUCH, NR: SEATON,
01/ 21/ 04 (H) HOLM LYNN

02/ 09/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

02/ 09/ 04 (H VERSI ON: HB 373

02/ 11/ 04 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
02/ 11/ 04 (S) STA

04/ 22/ 04 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 22/ 04 (S -- Meeting Canceled --

04/ 29/ 04 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 29/ 04 (S Schedul ed But Not Heard

05/ 01/ 04 (S STA AT 0:00 AM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

Ri chard Schmtz

Staff to Senator John Cowdery
Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced CSSJR 34(WIR) on behalf of the
Senate Rules Committee

Terry Harvey

Staff to Representative Bruce Wyhrauch

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 379 for the sponsor

GQuy Bell, Director
Di vision or Adm nistrative Services
Departnent of Labor & Wbrkforce
Devel opnent
PO Box 21149
Juneau, AK 99802-1149
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Responded to questions regarding HB 379

Andree MlLeod
No address provided
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: | nmi grant opposing HB 379

Ben Mulligan

Staff to Representative Bill Stoltze

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced CSHB 366(FIN) for the sponsor

Larry Meyers

Departnent of Revenue

PO Box 110400

Juneau, AK 99811-0400

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Announced that the Departnent of Revenue
had no concerns with CSHB 366( FI N)

Davi d Lanbert
Fai r banks, AK 99701
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Stated support for CSHB366( FI N)

Tom Nel son, Director
D vision of Enploynent Security
Depart ment of Labor & Workforce
Devel opnent
PO Box 21149
Juneau, AK 99802-1149
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Expl ai ned aspects of CSHB 490(JUD)

Toby St ei nber ger
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Assi stant Attorney General

Cvil Division

Depart ment of Law

PO Box 110300

Juneau, AK 99811-0300

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answer ed questions on CSHB 490( JUD)

Neal DuPerron

Staff to Representative Kelly Wl f

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced CSHB 309(JUD) for sponsor

Representative Kelly Wl f

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor HB 309

Cody Ri ce

Staff to Representative Carl Gatto

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced CSHB 351(JUD) for sponsor

Representati ve Max Gruenberg

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced HB 373 as a nenber of the House
State Affairs Conmttee

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-30, SIDE A
(No recording on tape 04-30, side B)

CHAIR GARY STEVENS called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 4:14 p.m Present were Senators
Cowdery, Stedman and Chair Gary Stevens. Senator Guess arrived
shortly after the nmeeting was convened.

CSSJR 34(WR) - TAI WAN STATUS AND PRESI DENT

CHAIR GARY STEVENS announced CSSJR 34(WR) to be up for
consi derati on.
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RICHARD SCHM TZ, staff to Senator Cowdery, explained that the
resolution sends a nessage of goodwill to Republic of China
(Tai wan) President Chen Shui-bian for his reel ection.

Because the Republic of China (Taiwan) is an inportant trading
partner to Alaska, the resolution encourages the United States
Congress to endorse their request to be granted Qobserver Status
at the World Health O ganization.

There were no questions.

SENATOR COWDERY notioned to report CSSIR 34(WR) from conmmttee
wi th individual recommendations and attached zero fiscal notes.
He asked for unaninmous consent. There being no objection, it was
so ordered.

HB 379- OFFI CE OF CI TI ZENSHI P ASSI STANCE

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced HB 379 to be up for consideration
and noted that the conmttee heard simlar |egislation during
t he previ ous session.

TERRY  HARVEY, staff to Representati ve Bruce Weyhrauch,
acknow edged that the Chair was correct. The legislation to
establish the Ofice of Citizenship Assistance in the Departnent
of Labor and Wrkforce Developnment was originally introduced
during the 22nd Legislature. The difference between the two
bills is that the fiscal note for the current legislation is
reduced to $86, 000 annual | y.

Naturalized citizens and +those pursuing citizenship could
receive assistance in immgration and enploynment services. The
office would be available to help individuals find affordable
| egal services, nedical services, and educational opportunities.
Information would also be available on discrimnation, sexual
harassnment, and unsafe working conditions.

Generally they've received broad statew de support for this
office, he said. The only negative debate has centered on the
argunent that this is a duplication of services, but they
di sagr ee.

SENATOR BERT STEDVAN asked why the bill didn't pass the previous
sessi on.

MR. HARVEY said that in recent years it's been a challenge to
create new positions in the state. Also, he said, it's likely
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that it would have passed |last session if a bit nore tine and
effort had been expended.

SENATOR STEDMAN asked for a rough estimate of the nunber of
immgrants that arrive in Al aska each year and where they cone
from

MR. HARVEY said he didn't have that nunber, but he could find
out. They do feel that the office would assist several thousand
people every year. People immgrate to Alaska from Mexico,
Central and South America, Africa, Europe, the Philippines, and
parts of Asia.

SENATOR JOHN CONDERY asked where the office would be | ocat ed.

MR. HARVEY replied it would be located in Juneau, but they
woul dn't be opposed to locating it in another central part of
the state.

SENATOR COANDERY opined it mght be nore properly located in
Anchor age then asked whether there are simlar federal offices.

MR. HARVEY said there are individual offices that deal with the
i ndi vidual paperwork and docunentation, but not a centra
position that serves as a navigational aid.

SENATOR COWNDERY asked whether anyone in Al aska helps people
becone citizens.

MR. HARVEY informed him that the Catholic Community Services in
Juneau and one main organization in Anchorage both do what they
can in this area.

SENATOR CONDERY renarked that both the Senate and the House have
Wrld Trade Committees and his office has fielded calls from
immgrants that have experienced trouble with visa applications
since 911.

MR. HARVEY said that's why this proposed service is nost
inportant. The challenges are enornmous for those trying to
navi gate through the system

SENATOR COWNDERY suggested that a lot of the issues are federa

rather than state and perhaps the Al aska delegation could be
encouraged to act.
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CHAIR GARY STEVENS remarked that the fishing and processing
industry in particular is heavily dependent on |legal alien
workers. Since 1970 he's found it rewarding to watch as
immgrants nove from introductory positions in the fishing
i ndustry to owning their own businesses.

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS stated for the record that Anchorage has
92 | anguages represented in the school district, which gave her
reason to echo Senator Cowdery's suggestion that Anchorage m ght
be a better location for the office. There's a trenmendous need
for such assistance, she said, but her constituents wouldn't
have access to such an office if it were located in Juneau.

She asked whether they had di scussed addressing safety issues as
wel | because donestic violence and sexual assault is a big issue
in the immgrant community. Wnen need to understand their
rights and the state laws and to know that there is a place they
can go if there is a need.

MR. HARVEY said those safety issues are an inportant aspect of
t he assi stance avail abl e.

SENATOR GUESS said it would be stronger if donmestic violence and
sexual assault were specifically addressed because our |aws are
different than a nunber of other countries.

SENATOR COWNDERY asked what the qualifications and pay range
woul d be for the job.

MR. HARVEY replied M. Bell could answer those questions.

GQUY BELL, Director of the Division of Admnistrative Services
with the Department of Labor and Workforce Devel opnment ( DOLVD)
expl ained that the envisioned position is a range 17, enpl oynent
security analyst. That's a general classification wthin the
enpl oynment security division and these enployees are generally
assigned to job <centers. The position wuld require basic
understanding of the job market, wage and hour | aws,
occupational safety and health issues, citizenship issues,
strong communication skills, and probably some bilingual
capability. What is a bit unusual is that the position wll be
assigned to the comm ssioner's office.

SENATOR COWDERY asked if the office would be dealing wth
citizens or those trying to becone citizens.
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MR. BELL replied it's the people that are working toward
citizenship.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS noted that an enploynment security analyst is

a range 17 and earns $64,000 a year. He asked whether that
i ncludes retirenment and health benefits.

MR. BELL said it does.

ANDREE MLEOD testified via teleconference saying she is an
i mm grant from Lebanon and she didn't support the bill because
it's discrimnatory based on national origin.

There was no further testinony or questions.
SENATOR STEDVAN notioned to report HB 379 from conmittee with
i ndi vidual reconmmendations and attached fiscal notes. There

bei ng no objection, it was so ordered.

CSHB 366( FI N) - ANl MAL CLASSI CS CHARI TABLE GAM NG

CHAIR GARY STEVENS announced CSHB 366(FIN) to be wup for
consi derati on.

BEN MJULLIGAN, staff to Representative Bill Stoltze, advised
menbers that the bill is a result of a |egal opinion issued by
the Departnment of Law stating that certain traditional games of
chance are no longer legal. The legislation is narrow and woul d
not expand charitable gamng in Al aska. Rather, it is designed
to allow traditional ganmes of chance including the Alaska State
Fair Elks Rat Races and the Sol dotna Progress Days VFW Chi cken
Shot Contest. Such ganmes are traditional and inportant to the
associated conmunities and support a nunber of non-profit
organi zati ons.

SENATOR COWDERY renarked that these ganes have a long tradition
in Alaska and he supports their continuation.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS read lines 12 and 13 from page 2 and noted
that ganes that weren't in existence before Novenber 1, 2002
woul d be excl uded.

MR. MULLI GAN agr eed.

LARRY MEYERS stated, via teleconference, that the Departnent of
Revenue had no concerns related to the bill
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DAVID LAMBERT testified via teleconference from Fairbanks in
support of the bill

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked the pleasure of the commttee.
SENATOR COWDERY notioned to report CSHB 366(FIN) from conmttee
with individual reconmmendations and attached zero fiscal notes.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CSHB 490(JUD) am EMPLOYMENT SECURI TY ACT AMENDMENTS

CHAIR GARY STEVENS announced CSHB 490(JUD) am to be up for
consi derati on.

TOM NELSON, Director Division of Enploynent Security, Departnent
of Labor & Workforce Developnment, explained that the bill 1is
| argel y housekeeping and clarifies existing statute. The changes
provide Al aska |anguage alignment with federal law and wll
bring the state into conpliance with the unenploynent insurance
over paynent arrangenents Al aska has with other states.

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS asked for an explanation of Sections 10
and 11.

MR. NELSON sai d:

Section 10 aligns Alaska |anguage with federal |aw by
clarifying which health care professionals are
excluded from the definition of enploynent. Only
student nurses and nedical interns are excluded and
this clears up existing |anguage. The intent is just
to provide a little clarification to enployers that
may msinterpret current statute.

Section 11 clarifies |anguage that provides an
exclusion from the definition of wages or paynments or
benefits provided by an enployer for purposes of
educational assistance to their enployees. Federal |aw
al ready provides this exclusion from their definition
of wages.

TOBY STEINBERGER from the Attorney Ceneral's Ofice testified
via tel econference. Commenting on Sections 1-3 and Section 8 she
sai d:

Sections 1-3 of the bill will help federal, state and
muni ci pal prosecutors to investigate and prosecute
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crimnal cases because it wll help them | ocate where
suspects or witnesses or victinms or persons on parole
or probation - where they work. As a mtter of
background, enployers provide information for each
enpl oyee quarterly to the Enploynment Security Division
when they pay their enploynent security taxes. So the
| ocation of the enployee is very current. Al so the
Enpl oynent Security Di vi sion al so provi des
unenpl oynent benefits and people provide their
addr esses then.

Another thing it's inportant to know is the Enpl oynent
Security Division is heavily federally funded. The U S
Department of Labor has required that enploynent
security records be kept confidential, but it allows
for a nunber of exceptions. And accordingly, our
Al aska Statute 23.20.110 has allowed for exceptions,
but none of these exceptions allow for the releasing
of information of crimnal prosecutions other than in
prosecuting cases agai nst clai mants who have
fraudul ently recei ved paynent s or unenpl oynment
conpensati on benefits.

This anmendnent would allow the Criminal Division as
well as the US. Attorney's Ofice and the federal
prosecutors to find suspects and witnesses and victins
since this information is so up to date. The US.
Department of Labor has approved this provision and

allowed the release of enploynent security
i nformation for t he pur poses of crim nal
i nvestigations and prosecutions. These other states
i ncl ude: Washi ngton, lowa, Arkansas, Ceorgia, Utah and
k| ahonma.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked what is included in enploynent security
records.

M5 STEINBERGER said that would include the enployee' s nane,
Soci al Security record and payroll information.

She conti nued:

Section 8 would anend an existing statute, AS
23.120.497. The Enploynent Security Division provides
unenpl oynent benefits to persons and if they get
denied, they can have a hearing. Currently the
statute, AS 23.120.497, provides that unenploynent
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conpensation decisions are not admssible and the
subsequent action or proceedings are not adm ssible in
another form For exanple, in a court case or in an
adm nistrative proceeding, if for exanple, an enployee
has brought a lawsuit against their enployer for
wrongful termnation. The current statute says that
they're not admssible in a subsequent action or
proceeding or in another form What this anendnent
will do is clarify that this also includes arbitration
pr oceedi ngs.

There were no further questions or comments.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked for the pleasure of the conmttee.
SENATOR COADERY notioned to report CSHB 490JUD) am from
commttee with individual recommendations and acconpanying zero
fiscal notes. He asked for wunaninous consent. There being no

objection, it was so ordered.

CSHB 309(JUD) am CRI MES: NONI NDI GENOQUS FI SH ; SENTENCI NG

CHAIR GARY STEVENS announced CSHB 309(JUD) am to be up for
consi derati on.

NEI L DUPERRON, staff to Representative Kelly Wl f, announced:

"A person may not knowingly release, or transport,
possess, inport or export for the purpose of release
into the waters of the state, |ive nonindigenous fish
or live fertilized eggs of nonindigenous fish, unless
permtted by AS 16.05 - 16.40."

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked himto explain the problem

REPRESENTATI VE KELLY WOLF joined the neeting and inforned
menbers that throughout south-central Alaska there's a problem
wi th nonindi genous fish that have been introduced into streans
and |akes through a process he called bucket biology. The
introduced species tend to be predatory and endanger the
i ndi genous gane fish popul ations. Speci fically, he said,
Northern Pike are prolific and are capable of eating between 40
and 50 juvenile salnon a day.

The Al aska Departnent of Fish and Ganme (ADF&S) has made an
effort to extermnate the nonindigenous gane fish, but it's
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expensive and the procedures are detrinental to indigenous
species as well.

SENATOR BERT STEDMVAN asked if it was correct that if this bill
were to pass then the only way to restock a lake with trout
woul d be to obtain perm ssion from ADF&G and they could issue a
permt for whatever type of fish they thought was reasonabl e.

MR. DuUPERRON said that's correct as far as he knows.

SENATOR JOHN CONDERY asked what fish typically feed on.

MR. DUPERRON replied, "Qher little fish."

SENATOR CONDERY sai d that's what he thought.

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS notioned to report CSHB 309(JUD) am from
commttee wth individual recomendations and the attached

fiscal notes. There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CSHB 405( EDU) - SCHOOL PERFORMANCE DESI GNATI OV REPORT

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced CSHB 405(EDU) to be the next order
of business. He noted that at the previous neeting he asked

Senator CGuess to nmeet with the sponsor to address her concerns
with the bill

SENATOR GRETCHEN GQUESS said that's correct, but that the
Departnent of Education representative wasn't available until
Monday. However, because she was a nenber of the next committee
of referral she was willing for the bill to nove. That would
give her time to neet and work wth the sponsor and the
departnment and then address any issues in the Health Education
and Social Services Conmittee.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked for a notion.
SENATOR COADERY notioned to report CSHB 405(EDU) and attached
fiscal notes from commttee wth individual recomendati ons.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CSHB 351(JUD) - CARBON_ MONOXI DE DETECTI ON_DEVI CES

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced CSHB 351(JUD) to be the next order
of busi ness.
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CODY RICE, staff to Representative Carl Gatto, described the
bill as the joint effort of Representatives Max G uenberg and
Carl Gatto to address the issue of carbon nonoxide (CO
poi soning in Alaska. HB 351 adds CO detection devices to the
snoke detector installation and maintenance requirenent in state
| aw.

SENATOR COWADERY questioned, whether the devices would be hard
wired or battery powered and if battery replacenent would be
noni t or ed.

MR. RICE understood that the devices could be either battery or
hard wired and the bill states that they will be installed and
mai ntai ned according to the mnufacturer's reconmendations,
whi ch includes battery replacenent.

SENATOR GUESS notioned to report CSHB 351(JUD) and attached
fiscal notes from commttee wth individual recomendations.
There being no objection, it was so ordered.

HB 373- STATE TREASURY WARRANTS

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced HB 373 to be the final order of
business. He then called a brief at ease from5:00 to 5:05 p.m

TAPE 04-31, SIDE A
5:05 p.m

REPRESENTATI VE MAX CGRUENBERG, as a nenber of the House State
Affairs Commttee, explained that HB 373 cures a |ong-standing
probl em between commercial banks and the State of Al aska
relating to a policy the State had of dishonoring their own
warrants w thout any notification. The issue was litigated and
the Al aska Supreme Court held that state treasure warrants were
negotiable instrunents under the Uniform Commercial Code and
were therefore subject to the "holder in due course" defense.
Al t hough the State anended its business practices to conply with
the ruling, the statutes have never been anended.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS asked him to define the term negotiable
i nstrumnent.

REPRESENTATI VE CGRUENBERG said negotiable instrunent neans that
it's a piece of paper that says, "Pay sonebody sone thing."
According to the Uniform Commercial Code, the instrument nust be
honored unless the drawer has gone through the specific and
f or mal process indicating that the instrunent should be
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di shonored. This protects the banking community and it protects
commer ce, he said.

There were no questions.
SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS notioned to report HB 373 and attached
fiscal notes from commttee wth individual recomendations.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS adj ourned the nmeeting at 5:10 p.m
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