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CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 213(FIN)
"An Act relating to a provisional driver's license and to
i ssuance of a driver's license; and providing for an effective
date."

MOVED CSHB 213(FIN) OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 25( RES)
Relating to Alaska WId Sal nron Wek, June 28 - July 4, 2004.
MOVED CSHCR 25( RES) OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 25
Recommendi ng that certain federal funding restrictions be eased
so that nore villages in Alaska would qualify for assistance
relating to fl oodi ng and erosion.

MOVED SJR 25 OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO. 356

"An Act relating to qual i fications of vot ers, vot er
regi stration, voter residence, precinct boundary nodification,
recogni zed political parties, voters unaffiliated with political
parties, early voting, absentee voting, ballot counting, voting
by mail, initiative, referendum recall, and definitions; and
providing for an effective date."

SCHEDULED BUT NOT HEARD

PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON

BILL: HB 213
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SHORT TI TLE: PROVI SI ONAL DRI VER S LI CENSE
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) WEYHRAUCH

03/ 26/ 03 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
03/ 26/ 03 (H TRA, L&C

04/ 01/ 03 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 01/ 03 (H Heard & Held

04/ 01/ 03 (H M NUTE( TRA)

04/ 03/ 03 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 03/ 03 (H Heard & Held

04/ 03/ 03 (H M NUTE( TRA)

04/ 15/ 03 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 15/ 03 (H Heard & Hel d/ Subcommi ttee assi gned
04/ 15/ 03 (H M NUTE( TRA)

01/ 22/ 04 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

01/ 22/ 04 (H -- Meeting Postponed to 1/27/04 --
01/ 27/ 04 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

01/ 27/ 04 (H Heard & Held

01/ 27/ 04 (H M NUTE( TRA)

02/ 03/ 04 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

02/ 03/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 213(TRA) Qut of Committee
02/ 03/ 04 (H M NUTE( TRA)

02/ 09/ 04 (H) TRA RPT CS(TRA) 6NR 1AM

02/ 09/ 04 (H NR  KAPSNER, KOOKESH, MASEK, OGG
02/ 09/ 04 (H STEPOVI CH, HOLM AM KOHRI NG

02/ 09/ 04 (H FI N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER L&C

02/ 11/ 04 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

02/ 11/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 213(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
02/ 11/ 04 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

02/ 16/ 04 (H L&C RPT CS(L&C) 5DP

02/ 16/ 04 (H DP: CRAWCORD, LYNN, GATTO DAHLSTROM
02/ 16/ 04 (H) ANDERSON

02/ 26/ 04 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
02/ 26/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 213(FIN) Qut of Conmmttee
02/ 26/ 04 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

03/ 01/ 04 (H FIN RPT CS(FIN) 6DP 1NR

03/ 01/ 04 (H) DP: MEYER, HAWKER, JOULE, CROFT,
03/ 01/ 04 (H FOSTER, WLLIAMS;, NR STOLTZE

03/ 04/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 04/ 04 (H) VERSI ON: CSHB 213( FI N)

03/ 05/ 04 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
03/ 05/ 04 (S) STA, FIN

03/ 25/ 04 (S STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

03/ 25/ 04 (S Schedul ed But Not Heard

03/ 30/ 04 (S STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: HCR 25
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SHORT TI TLE: ALASKA W LD SALMON WVEEK

SPONSOR(s) : REPRESENTATI VE(s) WOLF

01/ 20/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
01/ 20/ 04 (H FSH, RES

02/ 02/ 04 (H FSH AT 9: 00 AM CAPI TOL 124

02/ 02/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Conmttee

02/ 02/ 04 (H M NUTE( FSH)

02/ 04/ 04 (H FSH RPT 5DP 1AM

02/ 04/ 04 (H DP: GARA, 0OGG, W LSON, SAMUELS,
02/ 04/ 04 (H SEATON, AM GUTTENBERG

02/ 06/ 04 (H RES AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 124

02/ 06/ 04 (H Moved CSHCR 25(RES) Qut of Conmittee
02/ 06/ 04 (H M NUTE( RES)

02/ 12/ 04 (H RES RPT CS(RES) 7DP

02/ 12/ 04 (H DP: LYNN, STEPOVICH, KERTTULA,
02/ 12/ 04 (H GUTTENBERG, GATTO, MASEK, DAHLSTROM
03/ 22/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

03/ 22/ 04 (H VERSI ON:  CSHCR 25( RES)

03/ 24/ 04 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
03/ 24/ 04 (S) STA, RES

03/ 30/ 04 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: SJR 25

SHORT TI TLE: FLOODI NG AND ERCSI ON CONTRCOL ASSI STANCE

SPONSOR(s): SENATOR(s) OLSON

02/ 06/ 04 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

02/ 06/ 04 (S) CRA, STA

02/ 25/ 04 (S) CRA AT 1:30 PM FAHRENKAMP 203

02/ 25/ 04 (S Moved SJR 25 Qut of Commttee

02/ 25/ 04 (S) M NUTE( CRA)

02/ 27/ 04 (S) CRA RPT  5DP

02/ 27/ 04 (S DP: STEDVAN, LINCOLN, STEVENS G ELTON,
02/ 27/ 04 (S WAGONER

03/ 30/ 04 (S) STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

Representati ve Bruce Weyhrauch

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor of HB 213

Li nda Syl vester
Aide to Representative Bruce Weyhrauch
Al aska State Capitol
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Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answer ed questions regarding HB 213

Duane Bannock, Director

Di vi sion of Mdtor Vehicles
Departnent of Adm nistration
PO Box 110200

Juneau, AK 99811-0200

Represent ati ve Bruce Weyhrauch
Al aska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions regarding HB 213

Jeff Jessy

Al aska State PTA representative

P. O. Box 201496

Anchor age, AK 99520

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support

Mart ha Moore
OPSS trauma coor di nat or
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support

Moni que Mart eau

Youth in Action

Juneau, AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support

Don Smith

H ghway Safety Ofice

Department of Transportation &
Public Facilities

3132 Channel Dr.

Juneau, AK 99801-7898

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support

Shel don Wnters

State Farm I nsurance Lobbyi st

No address provi ded

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support

Ci ndy Cashen

Executive D rector, Juneau MADD
Juneau, AK 99801

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support
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Representative Kelly Wl f

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Sponsor HCR 25

Haven Harris

Staff to Senator Donny O son, sponsor of SJR 25

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: I ntroduced SJR 25 for sponsor

Robert Val dadta
Kenai Peni nsul a and Seward Fl ood
POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support of SIJR 25

Jul i anne Bal tar

Kawer ak | ncor por at ed

P. O. Box 948

Nome, AK 99762

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Spoke in support of SJR 25

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-24, SIDE A

CHAIR GARY STEVENS called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:35 p.m Present were Senators
Cowdery, Stedman and Chair Gary Stevens. Senator Guess arrived
during the course of the hearing.

CSHB 213(FIN) - PROVI SIONAL DRI VER S LI CENSE

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced HB 213 to be up for consideration.

REPRESENTATI VE BRUCE WEYHRAUCH, sponsor, introduced the bil
using charts to show the commttee the nunmber of vehicle
accidents involving youths that result in fatalities. The first
chart showed that the nunber of crashes drops dramatically as
drivers get older. Chart two showed that youth driving accidents
peak after school then again around m dnight. Crash statistics
al so show that youths have significantly nore accidents when
there are nore than two youths in the car.

The data is stark and telling, he said. He introduced the bill
during the previous session and the current conmttee substitute
cherry picks the best parts of laws from 40 other states that
have enacted this type of driver's |icense provision.
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REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH descri bed the foll owi ng system

3-Tiered System for

Driver Licensing under HB 213

Perm t License Provi sional License |Unrestricted
Must be 14 years |M ninum age: 16 Must have had
ol d provi si onal i cense
for 6 nonths
Must pass witten | Must have had | Must have cl ean
t est permt for 6 nonths |driving record (no
convi ctions for
traffic in past 6
nmont hs. )
Must pass road test
Par ent
certification of 40
hours driving under
progressively
di fficult
ci rcunst ances
Must have cl ean
driving record (no
convi ctions for
traffic offenses in
past 6 nonths
VWhile driving wwth a Provisional License:

No nighttinme driving between 1 amand 5 am

e Exceptions: kids can get work permt to

drive during restricted times, kids can
drive with parent or |egal guardian
Cenerally no passengers
* Exceptions: passengers who are siblings

over 21,
driver's

passengers when
parent or

and adults
acconpanied by the
| egal guardi an

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked why provisional

| i censees would not be

permtted to drive between the hours of 1 amand 5 am
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REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH said those hours are the result of a
deci sion made in the House Transportation Committee.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS asked if the six nonth provisional |icense
requi renent would inpact an 18 year old who recently noved to
Al aska?

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH replied it wouldn't inpact anyone that
noved to Alaska with a valid unrestricted |icense from another
state. Anyone arriving with a provisional |icense from another
state would be subject to the Alaska provisional |icense
requi renents.

LI NDA SYLVESTER, staff to Representative Wyhrauch, further
explained that the bill targets drivers that are 16. "Once
you're 18 you're an adult and you're free and clear,"” she said.

SENATOR BERT STEDVAN questi oned whether a 17 year old that noved
to Alaska with an unrestricted |license from another state would
be required to apply for a six nonth provisional |icense.

MS. SYLVESTER suggested that a Departnment of WMtor Vehicles
representative would be able to answer that question.

SENATOR STEDMAN commented that nmany youths |living in rural
Al aska assune adult responsibilities earlier than in other
areas. Wth that in mnd, he asked how Al aska youth driving
fatality data conmpares to nati onw de data.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH opined that the responsibilities that
Al askan youths assume in rural and fishing comunities 1is
simlar to those in farm comunities in other states. He noted
that the bill allows youths to obtain a work permt to drive
during restricted tines.

M5. SYLVESTER added that Al aska accident statistics for youths
mrror those fromother states, but there are nore youth driving
fatalities in Alaska. Consistently, accident rates have gone
down in states that have adopted a graduated system she stated.

SENATOR STEDMAN asked why driver's education courses weren't
i ncl uded as a requirenent.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH told him that enrolling in a driver's

education course would count toward the parent certification
part of the provisional |icense.
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M5. SYLVESTER pointed out that requiring a driver's education
course would burden parents with a cost, which mght be a
hardship. "W also read a study that shows that driver's
educati on does not produce the results that a holding period
the restriction fromdriving around with your friends does,"” she
added.

SENATOR STEDVAN asked what happens if sonmeone with a provisiona
| icense receives a traffic infraction.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH said the youth would have to be
convicted of the infraction before it would inpact receipt of
the unrestricted |icense.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS referred to the National Transportation
Saf ety Fact Sheet and asked about restricting cell phone use.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH said the cell phone issue is separate
and they chose not to nuddy the waters.

SENATOR JOHN COANDERY asked what affect this would have on
i nsurance rates.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH told him he wasn't sure, but soneone
fromthe insurance industry was avail able to answer questions.

SENATOR CONDERY asked whether infractions would affect insurance
rates.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH replied that is generally the case.

SENATOR CONDERY asked whether the Departnment of Public Safety
favored the bill

MS. SYLVESTER said, "Law enforcenment is wldly in support of
this bill."

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH said the bill is very specific about
the restrictions and it's only for six nonths.

SENATOR CONDERY renmarked it's a good bill that has his support.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS referred to page 1, line 11 and asked what
proof of driving experience would entail.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH said M. Bannock would address that
guesti on.
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DUANE BANNOCK, Division of Mtor Vehicles representative,

testified via teleconference. He said the bill wuld be
i npl enented to coincide with the effective date and they do not
intend to recall licenses to add the restriction. Inplenentation

woul d be through a restriction process that would be printed on
the license just as it is now for corrective |enses, daylight
driving etc.

Wth regard to Senat or St ednman' s question r egar di ng
grandfathering from other states with dissimlar prograns, he
said the applicant would be subject to the provisional I|icense

if he or she were |ess than 18 years ol d.

As to who would certify the 40 hours driving experience, he said
it would typically be the parent or guardian sinply because
young people need parental consent to apply for a driver's
license. The parent m ght not have driven all 40 hours with the
youth, but they are signing to certify the hours. "And that is
how we intend to inplenent this portion of this bill," he said.

JEFF JESSY, Alaska State PTA representative, spoke in strong
support of HB 213 saying that the association identified a

graduated licensing bill as a top legislative priority for this
session. Parents are convinced that having this bill in place
wi || help new drivers gain experience wth reasonable

restrictions inposed under manageabl e conditions.

MARTHA  MOORE, Depar t ment of Health and Soci al Servi ces
representative, spoke in support of HB 213. In her work she has
specifically studied serious teen crashes as conpared to adult
crashes. She agreed with M. Sylvester that Al aska statistics
mrror national statistics and that teens are nore likely to be
involved in crashes than adults.

She reported that teen driving studies show that although the
death rate for crashes declined in the 20 years from 1975 to
1996, for 16 year olds the nunber doubled. The death rate for 17
to 19 year old drivers is twice that for older drivers and the
death rate for 16 year old drivers is three tinmes that of ol der
drivers. "Immturity alone is the nost significant factor in
putting these kids at risk," she said, and being surrounded by
di stractions and peer pressure just adds to the risk.

Since 1996 38 states have adopted a graduated |icense program

whi ch has contributed to lowering crash and death rates in those
states. The legislation will help youths gain driving experience
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while wunder adult supervision and the six nonths provisional
time will allowtime for increased maturity.

MONI QUE BARTEAU said she is a 16 year old JDHS student
testifying for Youth in Action and MADD in support of HB 213

She believes the bill will help reduce teen accidents in Al aska
just as it has in North Carolina where teen crashes have dropped
57 percent since adopting a restricted |icensing program

4:10 pm
Senat or Gretchen CGuess joined the hearing.

DON SM TH, Al aska Hi ghway Safety O fice Admnistrator, testified
in support of HB 213. He agreed with the statistics given
regardi ng the number of teen crashes. The bill wll save Ilives,
he assert ed.

SHELDON W NTERS, Lobbyist for State Farm I nsurance, responded to
Senat or Cowdery's question about how this program would affect
i nsurance rates saying he had no hard data. However, nost
agencies already have discounts for youths that neet certain
safety criteria and clains certainly affect premuns. |It's
likely that the programwi |l have a generally positive affect on
cl aims, he said.

I n conclusion, he enphasized that the bill isn't about insurance
rates; it's about saving lives and that's where the focus should
remai n.

Cl NDY CASHEN, Executive Director MAMAD Juneau, testified 1in
support of HB 213. Evidence shows that teens that go through a
graduated |icense process tend to support the program she said.

MAAD exam ned 2001 Al aska traffic crashes to find out how teens
were driving in small villages, and towns, and cities. They
found that 34 percent of the crashes in Kodiak involved teen
drivers, 28 percent of the crashes in Anchorage involved teens
and 26 percent of the crashes in Barrow were teen related.
Across Al aska, teens accounted for 28 percent of the crashes,
she said.

SENATOR GUESS asked whether they had considered including
vol unt eer supervisor on page 1, line 11.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS restated the previous explanation with help
fromMs. Sylvester to Senator Guess's satisfaction.
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SENATOR GUESS asked whether they had considered including
vol unteer situations on page 2, |ine 26.

TAPE 04-24 S| DE B
4:25 pm

MS. SYLVESTER acknow edged that a graduated |icense program
woul d be inconvenient for a short period of time. But, she said,
"for that small inconvenience you get a | ot back."

SENATOR GUESS referred to the top of page 3 and questioned the
requi renent using the nost direct available route because that
m ght not be the safest route.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH told her the House Transportation
Commttee talked about that for at least three neetings. He
assured her that there is no intent by the sponsor to cause
soneone to drive a dangerous route. The driver should certainly
be al |l owed reasonabl e discretion for cormmon sense to prevail.

SENATOR GUESS suggested giving nore thought to that issue and
then asked for a definition for "off the road system"”

M5. SYLVESTER said that provision would cover a village
si tuation.

REPRESENTATI VE WEYHRAUCH added that resulted from Bush concerns.
SENATOR STEDMAN returned to the question of dissimlar |icenses
for teens noving to Al aska from another state and asked how | ong
a driver has before they're required to apply for a new |icense.

MR. BANNOCK expl ained that drivers have 30 days to apply for an
Al askan license. Wth regard to the question about dissimlar

| i censes, he said that is specifically addressed in AS
28.15.055. If a driver that is at least 16 years old nobves to
Al aska from a state that does not have a provisional |icense
program that driver nust satisfy the Al aska provisional |icense

requirenents if he or she is under 18 years ol d.

SENATOR STEDVAN di sagreed with the provision.

MS. SYLVESTER advised that, at |ast count, there were just 13
jurisdictions that didn't have a three-tiered |icense program

and she thought that nunber would be zero in the next five
years.
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CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked how the instructional permt meshes
wi th the provisional |icense.

MR. BANNOCK said they hope that at age 14 young drivers begin

| ogging the instructional hours addressed on page 1, lines 11-
14.

REPRESENTATI VE  WEYHRAUCH pointed out that the bill anmends the
provisional |license program that is already on the books.
There's just never been a provisional |icense, he said.

SENATOR COANDERY nmde a notion to nove CSHB 213(FIN) from
committee with the attached fiscal note and asked for unani nbus
consent. There being no objection, it was so ordered.

HCR 25- ALASKA W LD SALMON WEEK

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced HCR 25 to be up for consideration
and noted that a simlar resolution was passed during the
previ ous sessi on.

REPRESENTATI VE KELLY WOLF, bill sponsor, explained that Al aska
WIld Salnon Wek is a dedicated week between June 28 and July 4
for the purpose of pronoting Alaska wild salnmon and the various
Al askan fisheries. He indicated that he intended to send Al aska
wild salnon pronotional materials to all state governors, the
U S. Senate and House menbers, as well as the President.

SENATOR CGRETCHEN GUESS comented that she could see no reason
why the Legislature had to pass a resolution conmenorating
Alaska WId Salnon Wek each year rather than instituting
sonet hi ng nore permanent.

REPRESENTATI VE WOLF said a House Concurrent Resolution nust be
passed each year

CHAI R GARY STEVENS renmarked that there was a simlar situation
wi th Aval anche Awareness Wek and eventually a bill was passed
provi di ng nore permnmanence.

SENATOR BERT STEDVMAN noted that his district had |ots of sal non
and they were always |ooking for addi ti onal mar ket i ng
opportunities.

REPRESENTATI VE WOLF said correctional facilities don't serve
very much sal non, which makes them a reasonabl e target.
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SENATOR JOHN COWDERY asked which sal nbn species were running in
the Kenai district during this tine.

REPRESENTATIVE WOLF replied they have all five species in
various areas throughout the district.

SENATOR CONDERY noted that the average consunption of pink
salnmon in Korea is .4 grans a year and he is participating in
pronotional activity to increase that anmount.

SENATOR COANDERY nmade a nmotion to nove CSHCR 25 from conmttee
and asked for unaninous consent. There being no objection, it
was so ordered.

SJR 25- FLOCDI NG AND ERCOSI ON CONTROL ASSI STANCE

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced SJR 25 to be up for consideration

HAVEN HARRI'S, staff to Senator Donny O son, sponsor, read the
followng into the record:

SJR 25 is a resolution requesting the Arny Corp of
Engi neers ease their cost and benefit analysis for
projects in rural Al aska.

Senat or O son has proposed this resolution in response
to many concerns voiced by his constituents wth
regards to the erosion and flooding problens that
pl ague western Alaska. Currently many of the villages
in western Alaska are not receiving the assistance
needed for the protection of |life and property.

On Novenber 8, 2003 a winter storm hit western Al aska.
This storm caused considerable danage to Unal akl eet,
Shi shmaref, and sone of Nonme's surrounding areas.
While the governor has declared a state of disaster
because of this storm the continued effects of
erosion on the villages of Alaska are not going to be
solved by energency disaster declarations. A nore
conprehensive, coordinated effort is required by the
Arnmy Corps of Engineers and other federal and state
agenci es.

Qur Senator's office respectfully urges your support

for this resolution to focus attention on this serious
probl em
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SENATOR JOHN COANDERY asked him to elaborate on easing
restrictions.

MR. HARRIS explained that the Arny Corps of Engineers uses a
cost benefit analysis that |ooks for a nonetary gain or savings
before any project can go forward. Unfortunately, there won't be
a savings from any of the projects in these villages. But this
problemisn't unique to this area; it's the situation in nmuch of
rural Al aska because the comunities are so small. Nonethel ess,
even though there 1is no nonetary gain, mai ntai ning the
resident's honmes in these villages should outweigh the cost
benefit analysis, he said.

SENATOR CONDERY asked whet her the Denali Conm ssion is doing the
sane sort of thing.

MR HARRIS told himthis wasn't within the scope of the Denali
Comm ssion. Referring to the General Accounting Ofice (GAO
report on Alaska Native villages, he noted that the Denal
Comm ssion was specifically identified as a possible entity to
alleviate this problem However, that isn't the case at this
tinme.

SENATOR CONDERY read the Denali Conm ssion policy or objectives
al oud:

The conmmission is commtted to accelerate the building
of sustainable infrastructure in rural Alaska and to
enhance the health and safety of rural residents and
provi de econom ¢ opportunity.

The Denali Conm ssion should be doing what is being requested,
he sai d.

MR HARRIS replied they would very much like for them to be
pushing in that direction, but that's not what is happening
right now Currently they are focused on making bulk fuel and
energy reserves nore affordable and to date have assisted a
nunber of rural communities with building hospitals and health
clinics.

SENATOR CONDERY suggested that Senator Oson Ilean on the
comm ssion for assistance.
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CHAIR GARY STEVENS comented that he didn't believe that the
Bering Sea is a part of the Arctic Ccean, but it mght be a part
of the Pacific Ccean.

MR. HARRIS replied that he grew up in Nonme and was al ways under
the inpression that the Bering Sea was an extension of the
Pacific COcean. He has always understood that the Chukchi Sea,
which is just to the north of Kotzebue Sound, is an extension of
the Arctic Ccean.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked if they believe that by including both
the Pacific and Arctic Oceans in the resolution that the entire
coast of Al aska woul d be enconpassed.

MR HARRIS told himthat was the intent.

SENATOR BERT STEDVAN agreed with Senator Cowdery that the Denal
Comm ssi on shoul d be encouraged to becone invol ved.

MR HARRIS said the Bush Caucus has mnade contact wth the
comm ssion and specifically asked about their view on
Shi shmaref. Wth SIJR 25, the effort is to lend imediate
protection to these villages in their current |ocation. WMny
villages in rural Alaska are facing erosion problens that
require long term solutions, but this is to address inmediate
difficulties.

ROBERT VALDATA from Seward wanted to put it on record that the
Kenai Peninsula and Seward has an authorized flood control
district and he was concerned about that area.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS told him the GAO study identified 184
comunities throughout Al aska that have potential flood and
er osi on probl ens.

SENATOR GUESS suggested that the "Be It Resol ved" portion of the
resolution included all comunities in the state that are
dealing with erosion and flooding and are |ooking for federa
assi st ance.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS agr eed.

JULI ANNE BALTAR, Kawerak Incorporated representative, from None
spoke in support of SIJR 25. She explained that her conpany is a
Native non-profit consortium in western Al aska that has been
providing assistance to Shishmaref on erosion and relocation
i ssues.
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She told nmenbers that Kawerak takes issue with the cost benefit
anal ysis requirenent and they find the Corps of Engineers' cost-
sharing requirenent particularly unreasonable. Currently there
is a request to do a Section 14 energency shoreline protection
project in front of the school in Shishmaref. The funds are
limted to $1 mllion for federal share, but require a 35
percent cost share fromthe local community. If the comunity is
unable to produce the noney they won't be able to build the
project. The Corps is now asking for $400,000 to $420,000 to
build about 220 feet of seawall. If the wall isn't built, the
school property is in immnent danger. Right now the teacher
housing is between 12 and 14 feet from the eroding sand bank.
Currently the ground is frozen and that's the only thing that is
sl owi ng the erosion.

Anot her concern is that the Section 14 Corps programis only for
public land. Even if the school property were saved, the
properties on either side would be offered no hel p because there
is no funding for them

In working in Shishmaref, they have found that no single federal
agency is tasked to address erosion and flood problens in rura
Al aska, which is why they support conbining agency resources to
address these problens. The Denali Conmi ssion is a |arge player,
but they aren't currently funded to handle erosion and fl ooding
probl ens. She suggested that Federal Energency Managenent Agency
(FEMA) is al so adept at handling such situations.

She reiterated her support of SJR 25.
SENATOR GUESS made a notion to npve SIJR 25 from conmmittee with
i ndi vi dual recomrendati ons and attached zero fiscal note. There

bei ng no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS adj ourned the neeting at 5:00 pm
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