ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
SENATE STATE AFFAI RS STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 6, 2003
3:30 p.m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Senator Gary Stevens, Chair
Senat or John Cowdery, Vice Chair
Senator Fred Dyson

VEMBERS ABSENT

Senat or G etchen Guess
Senat or Lyman Hof f man

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

Confirmation Heari ngs:

State Conmmission on Human Rights - Gace Mrkes, Lester
Lunceford, Robert B Sawyer, Jr;

Al aska Public Ofices Comm ssion — Larry D. Wod;

CONFI RVATI ONS ADVANCED

SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 4
Rel ati ng to Aval anche Awareness Mont h.
MOVED CSSCR 4 (STA) OQUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO. 77
"An Act naming the WIIliam Ransom Wod Centennial Bridge in
Fai r banks. "

MOVED SB 77 OUT OF COW TTEE

PREVI QUS ACTI ON

Confirmations - No previous action to record.

SCR 4 — No previous action to record.

SB 77 — No previous action to record.

W TNESS REG STER

G ace Merkes

State Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts nom nee

No address provided

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions regarding confirmation

Lester Lunceford
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State Conmm ssion on Human Ri ghts nom nee
No address provided
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions regardi ng confirmation

Robert B. Sawyer, Jr.

State Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts nom nee

No address provi ded

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions regardi ng confirmation

Larry D. Wod

Al aska Public Ofices Comm ssion nom nee

No address provi ded

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answer ed questions regardi ng confirmation

Senator Lyda G een

Al aska State Capitol, Room 516
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor SCR 4

Bill G ude

Sout heast Al aska Aval anche Center
P. 0. Box 20578

Juneau, AK 99802

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports SIR 4

Aedene Art hur
No address provided
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports SIR 4

Gary WI ken

Al aska State Capitol, Room 518
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor SB 77

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 03-6, SIDE A

CHAIR GARY STEVENS called the Senate State Affairs Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 3:30 p.m Present were Senators
Dyson, Cowdery and Chair Gary Stevens.

Confirmation hearings for the State Conmm ssion on Human Rights

and the Al aska Public Ofices Comm ssion were the first order of
busi ness.
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CONFI RVATI ON_ HEARI NGS5

CHAIR GARY STEVENS asked G ace Mrkes to give background
i nformation on herself.

GRACE MERKES, nominee to the State Comm ssion on Human Rights,
testified via teleconference and described herself as a 40 year
Kenai Peninsula resident who has been a restaurant owner, real
estate broker and an admnistrative assistant with the Division
of Fam |y and Youth Services. She advised she is a nenber of the
Kenai Assenbly and has a strong background in service
organi zations. She feels she is able to mke good unbiased
deci si ons.

SENATOR CONDERY asked her to evaluate the comm ssion activities
in the |ast ten years.

MRS. MERKES replied although she hadn’'t attended any neetings,
her reading indicates the board wrks hard to resolve
discrimnation conplaints. Educating individuals as to their
rights is very inportant.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS noted she was very involved in the community.

There were no further questions of Ms. Mrkes. The Chair asked
for a notion.

SENATOR CONDERY nmade a notion to forward G ace Merkes’ nane to
the joint body for confirmation as a nenber of the State
Comm ssi on on Human Ri ghts.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.
CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked Larry Wod to give his testinony.

LARRY WOOD, nomnee to the Alaska Public Ofices Conm ssion
(APQOC), testified via teleconference. He was born in Al aska and
has lived in Eagle River for the last 18 years. He advised
menbers a copy of his resune was in the packets. He has
practiced law for the last 28 years nobst recently as assistant
general counsel to Alyeska Pipeline Service Conpany. Local
interests include the Eagle R ver Chanber of Commerce, the |oca
bar associ ation and the church.

He said his interest in APOC stens from his appointnment to fil
a termfor a comm ssioner who resigned. He's appreciative of his
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| egal background because the conmssion has a conplicated
regul atory j ob.

SENATOR CONDERY asked for the purpose of APCC.

MR WOOD replied it has four inportant functions; canpaign
financing | aws, |obbying registration, disclosure of incone and
interests by public officials and investigation and adjudi cation
of conplaints that are fil ed.

SENATOR CONDERY asked him to conment on the view that APOC m ght
not always act in a non-partisan manner.

MR WOOD replied the comm ssion is conposed of two Republican
Party nmenbers, two Denocratic Party nenbers and a fifth menber
who is independent in an effort to address those concerns and
t he substance of the work he has seen has been i npressive.

SENATOR COWDERY asked whether he favored full canpaign finance
reporting as well as on line reporting.

MR. WOOD replied he supported both.

SENATOR COADERY asked what he thought about the Attorney
General’s O fice handling conplaints.

MR, WOCD replied, as a fornmer attorney for the State of Al aska,
he wondered what resources the Departnent of Law has that could
take over the work that is being done by APOC

SENATOR CONDERY admitted he didn’t know what the budget was for
APCC but he did know there was talk of its elimnation with the
duties spread between the Division of Elections and the
Departnent of Law.

MR. WOOD advi sed the budget is about $800,000 and he appreciates
the process of reevaluating state spending.

SENATOR COADERY thought hiring tenporary help mght be a
sol ution.

MR, WOOD said commission nenbers would neet telephonically to
exam ne what information they could provide to the Legislature
to help with the considerations.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked Senator Dyson whether he had questions
for a fellow Eagl e River resident.
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SENATOR DYSON described M. Wod as an exceptional candidate
Wi th exceptional experience.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS commrented his resune was inpressive. He asked
for a notion.

SENATOR DYSON nmade a notion to forward Larry Wod s nanme to the
joint body for confirmation as a nenber of the Alaska Public
O fices Comm ssion.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS announced they would hear from Lester
Luncef ord.

LESTER LUNCEFORD, nominee to the State Comm ssion on Hunan
Rights, testified via teleconference. He is currently the Mayor
of Wiittier and prior to that he was the Wittier Chief of
Police. He has lived in Alaska for 20 years and has an extensive
background in investigation and |aw enforcenent. He was pleased
to have been nom nat ed.

SENATOR CONDERY advised he has found M. Lunceford to be nost
prof essi onal and he would do a good j ob.

SENATOR DYSON t hanked M. Lunceford for being willing to serve.
CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked for a notion

SENATOR CONDERY made a notion to forward M. Lunceford’ s name to
the joint body for confirmation as a nenber of the Alaska
Comm ssi on on Human Ri ghts.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced they would hear from Robert B.
Sawyer, Jr.

ROBERT B. SAWYER, JR., nomnee to the State Comm ssion on Hunman
Rights, testified via teleconference. He noved to Al aska in 1981
when he was in the Arny and was the Command Sergeant WMajor at
Fort Wainwight before he retired. Hs mlitary experience gave
him the opportunity to interact with people of all cultures. He
has an inpressive public service record and would like to serve
on the comm ssion to hel p enforce human rights | aws.
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SENATOR COWNDERY asked what aspect of his experience best
prepared himfor this job.

MR, SAWER, JR thought his time in the service best prepared
himto be a commi ssion nenber.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked if he expected to conplete a doctorate
in 2004.

MR. SAWER, JR replied that is still one of his goals, but his
vol unt eer work has del ayed that pursuit.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked for a notion.
SENATOR COADERY nmade a notion to forward the nanme, Robert B.
Sawer, Jr., to the joint body for confirmation as a nenber of
the State Comm ssion on Human Ri ghts.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS announced the next order of business was SCR
4.

#SCR 4
SCR 4- AVALANCHE AWARENESS MONTH

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked for a notion to adopt the conmttee
substitute (CS)

SENATOR JOHN COADERY nmade a notion to adopt CSSCR 4, \D Kurtz
3/ 6/ 03 version.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.

CHAIR GARY STEVENS asked Senator Geen to present the
resol ution.

SENATOR LYDA GREEN, resolution sponsor, explained on page 2,
lines 17-18 the CS deletes reference to “Ceary Summt” and adds
“Mbose Mountain, Ski Land, Birch HIIl.”

This is the third tinme a concurrent resolution regarding
aval anche awar eness nmont h has been i nt roduced. “Thi s
procl amati on woul d procl ai m Novenber 2003 as Aval anche Awar eness
Month. This proclamation would raise public awareness of the
hazards associated wth avalanches, and the opportunities to
participate in aval anche safety training at the beginning of the
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w nt er recreational season. | t IS hoped t hat public
participation in aval anche safety prograns will be increased and
that this increased participation will result in saved Ilives
during the wnter.”

BILL G.UDE, director and |ead avalanche specialist for the
Sout heast Aval anche Center, testified the center is a non-profit
educational corporation based in Juneau. The corporation |ends
strong endorsenent to the resolution and does particular
educational events in Novenber for Avalanche Awareness Month.
This year they presented an evening program and did radio and
tel evision advertisenents. Al aska | oses nore people to
aval anches than any other state. Currently it's nostly
recreational users who are lost, but there are also a nunber of
wor kers and urban residents that are exposed to aval anches.

He urged nenbers to al so support funding for aval anche education
and forecasting prograns. Senator Geen has been nost hel pful
regardi ng education funds, which have been put to good use.

SENATOR COWNDERY noted Senator Geen is a valuable ally due to
her position on the Finance Committee.

CHAI R GARY STEVENS cal |l ed on Aedene Arthur.

AEDENE ARTHUR, a private citizen, testified via teleconference
in support of the resolution. She spoke for the famlies and
friends of the over 70 Al askans that have died in aval anches
since the md 1980s. She and her husband lost their only son in
the Turnagain Pass aval anche in March 1999. He was one of six
who died in that aval anche. Three years ago she co-founded BART
a backcountry aval anche awareness group in her sons’ nenory. She
urged nenbers to pass the resol ution.

4:05 pm

CHAI R GARY STEVENS ext ended his condol ences for her |oss.

He asked for a notion.

SENATOR DYSON made a notion to nove CSSCR 4 (STA) \D version
from commttee with individual recomendations and zero fisca
not e.

#

#SB 77
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SB_77-WLLI AM RANSOM WOOD CENTENNI AL BRI DGE

CHAI R GARY STEVENS asked Senator Wl ken to introduce SB 77.

SENATOR GARY WLKEN, bill sponsor, showed nenbers architectura
renderings of the bridge crossing the Chena River in Fairbanks.
Currently there is a 40 foot abutnent projecting out over the
river that will be finished during the 2003 buil di ng season.

He read the follow ng sponsor statenent into the record.

Senat e Bill 77 names t he Fai r banks Ri ver wal k
Centennial Bridge in honor of a true visionary and
| eader for Alaska, Dr. WIIliam Ransom Wod.

Dr. Bill Wod arrived in Fairbanks, Al aska in 1960
wth his wife Dorothy Jane, son Mirk and daughter
Karen, to serve as the fourth president of our
University of Alaska. After thirteen years of |[eading
the University and shaping it into a world-class
institution, he retired from University service and,
with his famly, decided to remain in Fairbanks.

Though he retired, he never stopped serving his
comunity. Dr. Wod was commtted to neking the place
where he lived a better place than when he found it.
He fulfilled that belief everyday of his 94 years.
Even on his final days, he was offering words of
wi sdom and urging national, state, and |ocal |eaders
to begin or to finish community projects.

Over the years, Dr. Wod was a |leader to many; he was
the Mayor of Fairbanks, Chair of Fairbanks Area
Community Hospital Foundation, founder of Festival
Fai r banks, founder of Fairbanks I|Industrial Devel opnent
Cor poration, and 1985 Al askan of the Year. He was very
active in Rotary International; serving as President,
District 5010 Governor, and receiving Rotary’s highest
honor — the Service Above Sel f Award.

At the age of 94 years old, Dr. Wod, as executive
director of Festival Fairbanks, desired to commenorate
the centennial of Fairbanks with a pedestrian bridge
over the Chena River to renenber and respect the
builders of the twentieth century. As Fairbanks
celebrates its centennial this year, it is fitting
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that this bridge be known statewide as the “WIlIliam
Ransom Wod Centennial Bridge” in honor of a truly
remar kabl e | eader

Thank you for joining ne in support of this
| egi sl ati on.

SENATOR W LKEN noted the letters of support include one from
Senat or Ted Stevens who was instrumental in securing funding for
the bridge in 1999. The followng hand witten note was read
into the record: “Bill Wod was probably THE builder of
Fairbanks in this 20" century.”

He advised the bridge costs $3.1 nmillion. It is funded wth
900,000 federal dollars from Senator Stevens, $2 nmillion from
federal hi ghway funds and $200,000 fromthe State of Al aska.

He encouraged nenbers to support the bill

CHAI R GARY STEVENS described Dr. Wod as a great nman and | eader.
There were no questions and no public coment.

He asked for a notion to nove SB 77.

SENATOR CONDERY nmade a notion to nove SB 77 from conmmittee with
i ndi vi dual recomrendati ons and zero fiscal note.

There being no objection, it was so ordered.
#

CHAI R GARY STEVENS adj ourned the neeting at 4:15 pm
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