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CHAIR JOHN COADERY called the Senate Rules Standing Conmittee
neeting to order at 1:05 p.m Al nenbers were present. Chair
Cowdery announced the purpose of the neeting was to discuss two
i ssues, the first being a change to the longevity pay increnent

policy.

M5. PAM VARNI, Executive Director of the Legislative Affairs
Agency (LAA), told nmenbers that the Senate and House enpl oynent
policy in effect since 1988 has worked well with the exception
of the longevity step provision. Wien a legislative staff nenber
is re-enployed at a lower range or an enployee is re-enployed
after leaving a job at a high longevity step, those enployees
must be rehired at a |ower step. The enploynent policy only
allows step increases if enploynment is continuous.

M5. VARNI said she will be asking the House Rules Conmmittee to
approve the sanme change to this policy. She noted that the
Senate and House Rules Conmttees would be affected, as well as
the Legislative Council, the House and Senate Finance
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Commttees, and the Adm nistrative Regulation Review Committee.
The Human Resources Division has identified 10 enployees who

will be affected. She estimated that the change would cost the
Senate Rules Conmittee about $5,000. She advised nenbers that
this change wll help retain long term enployees wth

institutional know edge.

M5. VARNI explained that the entire enploynent policy cannot be
changed without the support of the joint Rules Commttees and a
vote of the full legislature. However, the enploynent statute
allows the commttee to decide whether to approve the |ongevity
policy, one section of the statute, which negates the need for
| egi sl ati on.

SENATOR CGENE THERRI AULT said he was aware, from serving as the
Chair of the Legislative Budget and Audit Commttee, that staff
who leave for a year or two cannot be hired back at the sane
range because the policy requires seven continuous years. He
asked what ot her enpl oyees will be affected.

MR. SKIFF LOBAUGH, Director of the Human Resources Division,
expl ained the policy requires an enployee to work seven years at
a given range so that if a person works at a range 21 for a
year, his or her continuous enploynent at a given range is
br oken.

SENATOR THERRI AULT asked if an enployee bounces back and forth
froma range 19 to a 21, he or she will never get seven years of
continuous service in either of those ranges.

MR, LOBAUGH replied there are tw types of continuous service,
but the end result is that enployee would not get two conti nuous
years at the final step, which is F.

M5. VARNI commented that the current policy is difficult for the
Human Services Division to adm nister.

SENATOR THERRI AULT st at ed:

I nove that the Senate Rules Committee not adopt AS
39.27.022 - Pay increnents for longevity for State
service - but instead adopt their own plan which
better applies to legislative service. This new policy
is before the nenbers and would be effective January
16, 2003.
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CHAI R COWDERY announced that wthout objection, the notion
carried. He then told nenbers he served in the House as the
House Rules Conmittee Chair and does not believe the Rules
Commttee was designed to be a commttee to do the state's
business. He said if legislation cones to the Rules Conmttee
that needs further work, it should be sent back to another
conm ttee. He asked nenbers to delegate to the Senate Rules
Committee Chair the authority to cal endar | egislation.

SENATOR JOHNNY ELLIS objected and said the Senate has always
operated in a different fashion from the House when it cones to
the Rules Conmttee. He believes that calendaring bills is an
i mportant function that should stay with the conmttee. He felt
such a change would be a step backward in the public process and
t ake the business of the Rules Commttee behind closed doors.

CHAI R COANDERY said the process works well in the House and he
has never heard any conplaints. He noted that any decisions the
Senate Rules Conmittee Chair nakes would be shared with the
Senate President and the Senate Mjority Leader, as is done in
t he House.

SENATOR THERRI AULT noved that the Senate Rules Commttee
del egate authority to calendar all neasures to the Chair.

SENATOR ELLI S obj ect ed.

CHAIR CONDERY noted the nmotion carried with Senators Stevens,
Therriault, and Chair Cowdery in favor, and Senators Guess and
Ellis opposed.

SENATOR ELLIS asked if this issue was announced on today's
Senate Rules Committee cal endar.

CHAIR CONDERY said it was not as it was not a piece of
| egi sl ati on.

SENATOR ELLIS felt it is a matter of public interest and should
have been noti ced.

Wth no further business to come before the commttee, CHAIR
CONDERY adj ourned the neeting at 1:15 p.m
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