ALASKA STATE LEQ SLATURE
SENATE LABOR AND COMMERCE STANDI NG COWM TTEE
May 4, 2004
1:55 p.m

TAPE(S) 04-38

VEMBERS PRESENT

Senat or Con Bunde, Chair

Senat or Ral ph Seekins, Vice Chair
Senator @Gary Stevens

Senat or Bettye Davis

Senat or Hollis French

VEVMBERS ABSENT

Al l nmenbers present

COWMWM TTEE CALENDAR

ACONFI RVATI ON HEARI NG
"Board of Marine Pilots

Jack G Poul son, Esq.

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 91(FIN)
"An Act relating to nedical benefits for retired peace officers
after 20 years of credited service."

MOVED SCS CSHB 91( STA) OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 418(FIN)

"An Act extending the termnation date of the Real Estate
Comm ssi on; relating to real est at e; relating to hone
i nspectors; relating to real estate l|licensees; and providing for
an effective date."

MOVED SCS CSHB 418(L&C) OUT OF COWM TTEE
CS FOR HOUSE BI LL NO. 540(L&C)
"An Act relating to workers' conpensation insurance rates; and
providing for an effective date."

MOVED CSHB 540(L&C) OUT OF COWM TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 32(EDT) am
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Relating to information infrastructure and establishing the
Al aska I nformation Infrastructure Policy Task Force.

MOVED CSHCR 32( EDT) am OUT OF COMM TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 490(JUD) am

"An Act relating to the release of enploynent security records,
to the binding effect of determ nations and decisions regarding
unenpl oynment conpensation benefits, and to contributions,
interest, penalties, and paynents under the Al aska Enploynent
Security Act; providing that property under the Al aska
Enpl oyment Security Act is not subject to the Uniform Uncl ai ned
Property Act; and providing for an effective date.”

MOVED CSHB 490(JUD) am OUT OF COMM TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 559 am
"An Act extending the termnation of the state training and
enpl oynment program and providing for an effective date.”

MOVED HB 559 am QUT OF COWM TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 512(FIN)

"An Act establishing the Hydrogen Energy Partnership in the
Department of Community and Econom c Devel opnent; requiring the
comm ssioner of comunity and economc developnment to seek
public and private funding for the partnership; providing for
the contingent repeal of an effective date; and providing for an
effective date."

MOVED CSHB 512(FIN) OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 272(STA) AM

"An Act relating to the advertising of notor vehicles, including
trailers, for sale by notor vehicle dealers; relating to the
financing of notor vehicle purchases; relating to notor vehicle
sales contracts; relating to the disclosures required to be nade
by notor vehicle dealers when selling notor vehicles, including
trailers, or when their service enployees work on conmm ssion;
relating to a notor vehicle dealer's selling as a new or current
nodel vehicle, a notor vehicle required to be registered under
AS 28.10; relating to a notor vehicle dealer's advertising an
offer for the sale, lease, or purchase of a notor vehicle,
including a trailer; relating to a notor vehicle dealer's
conditioning the sale and delivery of a notor vehicle, including
a trailer, on the buyer's purchase of other itens; and relating
to the return of a buyer's trade-in by a notor vehicle dealer.”
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MOVED SCS CSHB 272(L&C) OUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 542(RLS)

“"An Act reducing to $5,000 the ceiling for a contract price
al l oned under one construction contractor exenption and
expanding the work that a specialty contractor may perform to
include, in addition to work requiring not nore than three
trades, work under that construction contractor exenption; and
changing the definition of specialty contractor to refer to the
work that a specialty contractor may perform™

MOVED CSHB 542(RLS) OQUT OF COW TTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 421(JUD)
"An Act relating to reconveyances of deeds of trust."

MOVED CSHB 421(JUD) OQUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 91

SHORT TI TLE: RETI RED PEACE OFFI CER S MEDI CAL BENEFI TS
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) ANDERSON

02/ 12/ 03 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

02/ 12/ 03 (H L&C, FIN

02/ 21/ 03 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

02/ 21/ 03 (H Moved Qut of Conmttee

02/ 21/ 03 (H M NUTE( L&C)

02/ 24/ 03 (H L&C RPT 4DP 1NR

02/ 24/ 03 (H DP: GATTO, CRAWORD, GUTTENBERG,

02/ 24/ 03 (H ANDERSON; NR: ROKEBERG

03/ 18/ 03 (H FIN AT 1:30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
03/18/03 (H Heard & Held

03/ 18/ 03 (H M NUTE( FI N)

02/ 17/ 04 (H FIN AT 1:30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
02/ 17/ 04 (H Heard & Held

02/ 17/ 04 (H M NUTE( FI N)

02/ 19/ 04 (H FIN AT 1:30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
02/ 19/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 91(FIN) Qut of Committee
02/ 19/ 04 (H M NUTE( FI N)

02/ 23/ 04 (H) FIN RPT CS(FIN) NT 3DP 7NR

02/ 23/ 04 (H DP: CROFT, FATE, WLLIAVS; NR MEYER
02/ 23/ 04 (H HAWKER, JOULE, MOSES, CHENAULT, FOSTER,
02/ 23/ 04 (H) HARRI S

03/ 04/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)
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03/ 04/ 04
03/ 05/ 04
03/ 05/ 04
03/ 18/ 04
03/ 18/ 04
03/ 18/ 04
04/ 01/ 04
04/ 01/ 04
04/ 01/ 04
04/ 02/ 04
04/ 02/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 15/ 04
04/ 15/ 04
04/ 15/ 04
05/ 04/ 04

BILL: HB 418

(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)

VERSI ON:  CSHB 91(FI N)

READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

STA, L&C, FIN

STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

Heard & Hel d

M NUTE( STA)

STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

Moved CSHB 91(STA) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( STA)

STA RPT SCS 3NR SAME TI TLE
NR. STEVENS G COADERY, STEDVAN

L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

-- Meeting Canceled --

L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

Heard & Held

M NUTE( L&C)

L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

SHORT TI TLE: REAL ESTATE COM N LI CENSEE/ HOVE | NSPECT

SPONSOR( s) :

02/ 02/ 04
02/ 02/ 04
02/ 16/ 04
02/ 16/ 04
02/ 23/ 04
02/ 23/ 04
02/ 23/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
02/ 26/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 22/ 04
04/ 22/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 29/ 04

SENATE L&C COMMITTEE

LRI IIIIITIIIZIZIZIZIZIZIZIZIZIZE

LABOR & COMVERCE

READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

L&C

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

Schedul ed But Not Heard

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

Moved CSHB 418(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( L&C)

L&C RPT CS(L&C) NT 5DP 1NR

DP: LYNN, GATTO, ROKEBERG, DAHLSTROM
ANDERSQON; NR: GUTTENBERG

FI N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER L&C

FIN AT 3: 00 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
Moved CSHB 418(FIN) Qut of Committee
M NUTE( FI N)

FIN RPT CS(FIN) NT 7DP 3NR

DP: MEYER, HAWKER, CHENAULT, FATE,
FOSTER, HARRI S, WLLIAVS, NR STOLTZE
JOULE, CRCFT

TRANSM TTED TO (S)

VERSI ON:  CSHB 418( FI N)

READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

L&C, FIN

L&C AT 2:45 PM BELTZ 211

Heard & Held

M NUTE( L&C)
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05/ 04/ 04 (S) L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 540
SHORT TI TLE: WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON | NSURANCE RATES
SPONSCR(s) : LABOR & COWVMERCE

03/ 22/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
03/ 22/ 04 (H) L&C

03/ 31/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 31/ 04 (H <Bill Hearing Postponed to Fri. 4/2/04>
04/ 02/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 02/ 04 (H) Heard & Hel d

04/ 02/ 04 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 14/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 14/ 04 (H) Heard & Hel d

04/ 14/ 04 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 16/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 16/ 04 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 19/ 04 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 19/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 540(L&C) Qut of Committee
04/ 19/ 04 (H) M NUTE( L&C)

04/ 22/ 04 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 22/ 04 (S <Pendi ng Referral >

04/ 23/ 04 (H) L&C RPT CS(L&C) 3DP 4NR

04/ 23/ 04 (H) DP: GATTO ROKEBERG ANDERSQN,
04/ 23/ 04 (H NR. CRAWFORD, LYNN, DAHLSTROM
04/ 23/ 04 (H) GUTTENBERG

04/ 27/ 04 (S) L&C AT 1:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 27/ 04 (S <Pendi ng Referral >

04/ 28/ 04 (H) MOVED TO BOTTOM OF CALENDAR

04/ 28/ 04 (H NOT TAKEN UP 4/28 - ON 4/ 29 CALENDAR
04/ 29/ 04 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 29/ 04 (H) VERSI ON:  CSHB 540( L&C)

05/ 01/ 04 (S READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
05/ 01/ 04 (S) L&C

05/ 04/ 04 (S) L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: HCR 32

SHORT TITLE: AK | NFO | NFRASTRUCTURE POLI CY TASK FORCE
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) KOTT

02/ 16/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

02/ 16/ 04 (H) EDT, FIN

02/ 26/ 04 (H EDT AT 5:15 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 26/ 04 (H -- Meeting Canceled --

03/ 02/ 04 (H EDT AT 10: 00 AM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 02/ 04 (H Moved CSHCR 32(EDT) Qut of Conmittee
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03/ 02/ 04
03/ 03/ 04
03/ 03/ 04
03/ 03/ 04
04/ 01/ 04
04/ 01/ 04
04/ 01/ 04
04/ 20/ 04
04/ 20/ 04
04/ 20/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 23/ 04
04/ 23/ 04
04/ 26/ 04
04/ 26/ 04
05/ 04/ 04

BILL: HB 490

LLIIIITIIIIZIZIIIIEZTEZE

M NUTE( EDT)

EDT RPT CS(EDT) 5DP

DP: KOTT, KOHRI NG CRAWFORD, Cl SSNA,
HEI NZE

FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
Heard & Held

M NUTE( FI N)

FIN AT 8:30 AM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
Moved CSHCR 32(EDT) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( FI N)

FIN RPT CS(EDT) 5DP 4NR

DP: MOSES, CHENAULT, FATE, FOSTER,

W LLI AMS; NR MEYER, HAVWKER, STOLTZE
HARRI S

TRANSM TTED TO (S)

VERSI ON:  CSHCR 32( EDT) AM

READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS

L&C, FIN

L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

SHORT TI TLE: EMPLOYMENT SECURI TY ACT AVENDMENTS

SPONSOR( s) :

02/ 16/ 04
02/ 16/ 04
03/ 22/ 04
03/ 22/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
03/ 25/ 04
03/ 25/ 04
03/ 25/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 14/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 21/ 04
04/ 22/ 04
04/ 22/ 04
05/ 01/ 04
05/ 01/ 04
05/ 01/ 04

SENATE L&C COMMITTEE

LRI IIIIIIITIIZIZIZIZIZIZIZIE

RULES BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNCR

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
L&C, JUD

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17
Schedul ed But Not Heard

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

Moved Qut of Conmittee

M NUTE( L&C)

L&C RPT 4DP 3NR

DP: LYNN, GATTO, DAHLSTROV| ANDERSON;
NR: CRAWORD, ROKEBERG GUTTENBERG
JUD AT 1:00 PM CAPI TOL 120

Moved CSHB 490(JUD) Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( JUD)

JUD RPT CS(JUD) NT 5NR

NR: SAMUELS, HOLM GARA, GRUENBERG,
MCGUI RE

TRANSM TTED TO (S)

VERSI ON: CSHB 490(JUD) AM

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
STA, L&C

STA AT 0: 00 AM BELTZ 211

Moved CSHB 490(JUD) am Qut of Committee

M NUTE( STA)
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05/ 02/ 04 (S) STA RPT 4NR

05/ 02/ 04 (S) NR: STEVENS G COADERY, STEDMAN, GUESS
05/ 04/ 04 (S) L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211
Bl LL: HB 559

SHORT TI TLE: DELAY REPEAL OF STEP PROGRAM
SPONSOR(s): FI NANCE

04/ 22/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
04/ 22/ 04 (H FIN

04/ 26/ 04 (H) FIN RPT 6DP 1NR

04/ 26/ 04 (H DP: JOULE, MOSES, CHENAULT, FATE,
04/ 26/ 04 (H) FOSTER, MEYER, NR STOLTZE

04/ 26/ 04 (H) FIN AT 8: 30 AM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
04/ 26/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Commttee

04/ 26/ 04 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

05/ 01/ 04 (H) TRANSM TTED TO (S)

05/ 01/ 04 (H VERSI ON: HB 559 AM

05/ 02/ 04 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
05/ 02/ 04 (S) L&C, FIN

05/ 04/ 04 (S) L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 512
SHORT TI TLE: HYDROGEN ENERGY RESEARCH PROGRAM
SPONSOR(s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) CRAWFORD

02/ 16/ 04 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME - REFERRALS
02/ 16/ 04 (H EDT, FIN

02/ 24/ 04 (H EDT AT 5:15 PM CAPI TOL 120

02/ 24/ 04 (H Heard & Held

02/ 24/ 04 (H) M NUTE( EDT)

03/ 02/ 04 (H EDT AT 10: 00 AM CAPI TOL 120

03/ 02/ 04 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee

03/ 02/ 04 (H) M NUTE( EDT)

03/ 03/ 04 (H EDT RPT 4DP 1AM

03/ 03/ 04 (H DP: CRAWFCRD, Cl SSNA, KOTT, HEl NZE;
03/ 03/ 04 (H) AM  KOHRI NG

04/ 14/ 04 (H FIN AT 1: 30 PM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
04/ 14/ 04 (H Heard & Held

04/ 14/ 04 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 22/ 04 (H FIN AT 8:30 AM HOUSE FI NANCE 519
04/ 22/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 512(FIN) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 22/ 04 (H) M NUTE( FI N)

04/ 23/ 04 (H FIN RPT CS(FIN) 6DP

04/ 23/ 04 (H DP: JOULE, MOSES, CHENAULT, FATE,
04/ 23/ 04 (H) FOSTER, W LLI AVS

04/ 30/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)
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04/ 30/ 04 (H) VERSI ON: CSHB 512( FI N)

05/ 01/ 04 (S) READ THE FIRST TI ME - REFERRALS
05/ 01/ 04 (S) L&C, FIN

05/ 04/ 04 (S) L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

BILL: HB 272
SHORT TITLE: MOTOR VEH CLE DEALERS/ SALES/ ADS
SPONSOR('s): REPRESENTATI VE(s) WEYHRAUCH

04/ 16/ 03 (H READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS

04/ 16/ 03 (H L&C, STA

04/ 28/ 03 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 28/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 30/ 03 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 30/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

05/01/03 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 102

05/ 01/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

05/ 05/ 03 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

05/ 05/ 03 (H Heard & Held

05/ 05/ 03 (H M NUTE( L&C)

05/ 07/ 03 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

05/ 07/ 03 (H) <Bi || Hearing Postponed to Fri. 5/9/3>
05/ 09/ 03 (H) L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

05/ 09/ 03 (H Moved CSHB 272(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
05/ 09/ 03 (H M NUTE( L&C)

05/ 12/ 03 (H L&C RPT CS(L&C) 6DP 1AM

05/ 12/ 03 (H DP: LYNN, GATTO CRAWORD, DAHLSTROM
05/ 12/ 03 (H ROKEBERG, ANDERSON, AM GUTTENBERG
05/ 13/ 03 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TCL 102

05/ 13/ 03 (H Heard & Held

05/ 13/ 03 (H M NUTE( STA)

05/ 14/ 03 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TCL 102

05/ 14/ 03 (H Moved CSHB 272(L&C) Qut of Conmittee
05/ 14/ 03 (H) M NUTE( STA)

05/ 15/ 03 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TCL 102

05/ 15/ 03 (H Heard & Held

05/ 15/ 03 (H M NUTE( STA)

05/ 16/ 03 (H STA RPT CS(STA) FORTHCOM NG 3DP 1NR 3AM
05/ 16/ 03 (H DP: CRAWFCRD, LYNN, WEYHRAUCH;

05/ 16/ 03 (H NR HOLM AM DAHLSTROM GRUENBERG
05/ 16/ 03 (H SEATON

05/ 16/ 03 (H STA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 102

05/ 16/ 03 (H Moved CSHB 272( STA) Qut of Conmittee
05/ 16/ 03 (H M NUTE( STA)

05/ 17/ 03 (H) MOVED TO BOTTOM OF CALENDAR

05/ 17/ 03 (H CS(STA) RECEI VED

05/ 17/ 03 (H BEFORE THE HOUSE
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05/ 18/ 03
05/ 19/ 03
05/ 19/ 03
05/ 19/ 03
05/ 19/ 03
05/ 03/ 04
05/ 03/ 04

05/ 03/ 04
05/ 04/ 04

Bl LL: HB 542

LTI

(
(
(
(
(
(
(S)

(S)
(S

TAKE UP SAME DAY FAI LED Y25 N11 E4
TRANSM TTED TO (S)

VERSI ON: CSHB 272( STA) AM

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
TRA, L&C

TRA AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

Moved SCS CSHB 272( TRA) Cut
Comm ttee

M NUTE( TRA)

L&C AT 2: 00 PM BELTZ 211

SHORT TI TLE: CONSTRUCTI ON CONTRACTORS

SPONSOR( s) :

03/ 24/ 04
03/ 24/ 04
04/ 02/ 04
04/ 02/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 07/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 13/ 04
04/ 15/ 04
04/ 15/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 29/ 04
04/ 30/ 04
04/ 30/ 04
04/ 30/ 04
04/ 30/ 04
04/ 30/ 04
05/ 01/ 04
05/ 01/ 04
05/ 04/ 04

BILL: HB 421

LLITIIIIIIIIITIZIZIZIZIZIZIZIZE

LABOR & COMVERCE

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
L&C

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17
Schedul ed But Not Heard

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

Moved Qut of Commttee

M NUTE( L&C)

L&C RPT 7DP

DP: CRAWFORD, LYNN, GATTO ROKEBERG
DAHLSTROM GUTTENBERG, ANDERSON
RLS AT 9: 00 AM FAHRENKAMP 203
Schedul ed But Not Heard

RLS AT 9: 00 AM FAHRENKAMP 203

Moved CSHB 542(RLS) Qut of Conmittee

M NUTE( RLS)
RLS RPT CS(RLS) NT 4DP 3NR

DP: COGHI LL, KOIT, MCGU RE, ROKEBERG

NR: BERKOWN TZ, MORGAN, KERTTULA
TRANSM TTED TO (S)

VERSI ON:  CSHB 542( RLS)

READ THE FI RST TIME - REFERRALS
L&C

L&C AT 2:00 PM BELTZ 211

SHORT TI TLE: DEED OF TRUST RECONVEYANCE

SPONSOR( s) :

02/ 02/ 04
02/ 02/ 04
03/ 19/ 04
03/ 19/ 04

SENATE L&C COMMITTEE

(
(
(
(

TITITE

REPRESENTATI VE(s) ANDERSON

READ THE FI RST Tl ME - REFERRALS
L&C, JUD

L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17
Schedul ed But Not Heard

of
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03/ 24/ 04 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

03/ 24/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 421(L&C) CQut of Conmittee
03/ 24/ 04 (H M NUTE( L&C)

03/ 25/ 04 (H L&C RPT CS(L&C) 7DP

03/ 25/ 04 (H DP: CRAWORD, LYNN, GATTO, ROKEBERG
03/ 25/ 04 (H DAHLSTROM GUTTENBERG, ANDERSON

04/ 21/ 04 (H JUD AT 1: 00 PM CAPI TOL 120

04/ 21/ 04 (H Moved CSHB 421(JUD) Qut of Conmittee
04/ 21/ 04 (H M NUTE( JUD)

04/ 22/ 04 (H JUD RPT CS(JUD) 2DP 4NR

04/ 22/ 04 (H DP: GRUENBERG, MCGUI RE; NR HOLM

04/ 22/ 04 (H GARA, SAMUELS, OGG

04/ 28/ 04 (H MOVED TO BOTTOM OF CALENDAR

04/ 28/ 04 (H NOT TAKEN UP 4/28 - ON 4/29 CALENDAR
04/ 30/ 04 (H TRANSM TTED TO (S)

04/ 30/ 04 (H VERS| ON:  CSHB 421( JUD)

05/ 01/ 04 (S) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

05/ 01/ 04 (S) L&C, JUD

05/ 04/ 04 (S) L&C AT 2:00 PM BELTZ 211

W TNESS REG STER

Ms. Janet Seitz

Staff to Representative Rokeberg

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on HB 418 for sponsor.

Ms. Pat Davi dson

Legi slative Audit Division

PO Box 113300

Juneau AK 99811- 3300

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Comrented on HB 418.

M. Josh Appl ebee

Staff to Representative Tom Anderson

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on HB 540 and HB 421 for
sponsor .

M. Charlie MIler

Al aska National |nsurance Conpany
PO Box 102286

Anchorage AK 99510

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports HB 540.

t he
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Ms. Sarah McNair G ove

Di vi sion of |nsurance

Department of Comrunity & Econom c Devel opnent
PO Box 110800

Juneau, AK 99811-0800

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Supports HB 540.

Ms. Sue Stancliff

Staff to Speaker Pete Kott

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on HCR 32 and HB 542 for the
sponsor .

M. Stan Herrera

Chi ef Technol ogy O ficer

Department of Adm nistration

PO Box 110200

Juneau, AK 99811-0200

PCOSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports amendi ng HCR 32.

Ms. Wnetta Ayers, Executive Director

Sout hwest Al aska Muni ci pal Conference (SWAM)
No address provided

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports HCR 32.

M. Tom Nel son, Director
Di vision of Enploynent Security
Departnent of Labor & Wbrkforce
Devel opnent
PO Box 21149
Juneau, AK 99802-1149
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on HB 490 for sponsor.

Ms. Toby Steinberger, Assistant Attorney CGeneral
Depart ment of Law

PO Box 110300

Juneau, AK 99811-0300

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Comrented on HB 490.

M. Tom Wi ght

Staff to Representative John Harris

Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmented on HB 559 for the sponsor.

Representative Harry Crawford
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Al aska State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Sponsor of HB 512.

M. Jay Har denbr ook

Staff to Representative Harry Crawford
Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

PCSI TI ON STATEMENT: Commented on HB 512.

M. Jerry MCutcheon
Anchor age AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports HB 512.

Ms. Linda Syl vester

Staff to Representative Bruce Weyhrauch
Al aska State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Conmmented on HB 272 for the sponsor.

M. Ed Sniffen, Assistant Attorney Ceneral
Depart ment of Law

PO Box 110300

Juneau, AK 99811-0300
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Anchor age AK
POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Supports HB 542.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE
TAPE 04-38, SIDE A

CHAIR CON BUNDE called the Senate Labor and Commerce Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:55 p.m Present were Senators
Seekins, Gary Stevens, Bettye Davis and Chair Con Bunde. Senator
French arrived at 1:55 p.m The first order of business to cone
before the commttee was the confirmation hearing for Jack
Poul son, Esq. to the Board of Mrine Pilots. There were no
objections to noving his nane forward and it was so done.

"#HB91
SCS CSHB 91( STA) - RETI RED PEACE OFFI CER S MEDI CAL BENEFI TS

CHAI R CON BUNDE announced HB 91 to be up for consideration.

SENATOR RALPH SEEKINS noved to pass SCS CSHB 91(STA) from
commttee wth individual recomrendations and the attached
fiscal note. Senators Davis, Gary Stevens, and Seekins voted
yea. Senator Bunde voted nay and SCS CSHB 91(STA) noved from
comittee.

#

"#HB418
CSHB 418(FI N) - REAL ESTATE COM N LI CENSEE/ HOVE | NSPECT

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHB 418(FIN) to be up for
consideration. He noved to adopt Amendnent 1 and objected for
di scussion purposes and explained that Legislative Audit had
suggested having nobile honmes fall under real estate |icenses,
but that issue is currently under discussion by the Real Estate
Board and doesn’t need to be addressed now.

23-LS1548\1.3
AMENDMENT

OFFERED | N THE SENATE BY SENATOR BUNDE
TO  CSHB 418(FIN)

Page 3, following line 11:

Insert a new bill section to read:
"*Sec. 6. AS 08.88.470 is amended to read:
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Sec. 08.88.470. Fi ndi ngs and paynent. At the
conclusion of the commission's consideration of a claim
made under AS 08.88.460, it shall make witten findings and
concl usions on the evidence. I f the comm ssion finds that
the claimant has suffered a loss in a real estate
transaction as a result of fraud, msrepresentation
deceit, or the conversion of trust funds or the conversion
of comunity association accounts under the control of a
comuni ty associ ation nanager on the part of a real estate
| i censee, the comm ssion may award a cl ai mant rei nbursenent
fromthe real estate surety fund for the claimant's | oss up
to $20,000 [$10, 000]. Not mnore than $20, 000 [$10,000] may
be paid for each transaction regardless of the nunber of
persons injured or the nunber of parcels of real estate
involved in the transaction.”

Renunber the followi ng bill sections accordingly.
SENATOR HOLLI'S FRENCH arrived at 1:55 p.m

CHAIR BUNDE continued explaining that the other concern was
raising the loss Iimt from $10,000 to $20, 000.

M5. JANET SEITZ, staff to Representative Rokeberg, sponsor, said
that he did not support raising the limt because it could
inpact the licensing fees for the real estate agents and al so he
bel i eves that anything above $10, 000 should be taken to court.

SENATOR RALPH SEEKI NS asked how many past clains above $10, 000
had been taken to court.

M5. SEITZ said that the audit indicated that recent paynents
were all above $10,000 and nore into the $20, 000 range.

CHAIR BUNDE showed the commttee a |list of states that
adm nister a real estate recovery fund and Al aska at $10,000 is
joined by four other states. The rest of the states are at
$15, 000 - $50, 000.

V5. PAT DAVIDSON, Division of Legislative Audit, explained that
her audit found five disbursenments out of the surety fund over
the last four years. Al the actual <clains reported and
substantiated by the hearing officers were in excess of $10,000
and one was in excess of $20,000, which is one of the nmain
reasons she recommended changi ng the threshol d.

SENATOR SEEKI NS asked what the size of the fund is now.
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M5. DAVIDSON answered that it was $467,000 at the end of FY03

It has a floor of $250,000 and was supposed to have a cap of
$500, 000 originally. Statute also provides a $125 cap that could
be paid into the surety fund per licensee. Right now it is $60.
In summary, the fund is close to its cap and |icensees are
maki ng substantially less than the maxi num contributions to the
fund.

SENATOR SEEKINS noted that there didn't seem to be any
foreseeabl e shrinkage of the size of the fund based on the | ast
four years history.

V5. DAVI DSON responded that the funds appear to be adequate, but
individual clainms run differently and don’t have a predictable
nat ur e.

CHAI R BUNDE asked when the $10,000 cap was set.

V. DAVI DSON answered in 1974 when the fund was first
established in statute. |If one used the CPlI for inflation, the
cap woul d be over $30, 000.

CHAI R BUNDE asked how nmuch real estate |licenses would go up.

V5. DAVIDSON replied that statutes were anended in 1998 limting
the fee to no nore than $125. The current fee is set at $30 per
| i censee.

SENATOR FRENCH noted a conflict of interest as his wife is a
real estate professional.

CHAIR BUNDE noted it and then renoved his objection to Arendnent
1. There were no ot her objections and Anendnent 1 was adopt ed.

SENATOR SEEKI NS nmoved to pass SCS CSHB 418(L&C) from conmittee
with individual recommendations and attached fiscal not e.
Senators Gary Stevens, Bettye Davis, Seekins and Chair Bunde
voted yea and SCS CSHB 418(L&C) noved from conmttee.

#

"#HB540

CSHB 540( L&C) - WORKERS' COVPENSATI ON | NSURANCE RATES

CHAI R CON BUNDE announced HB 540 to be up for consideration.
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MR. JOSH APPLEBEE, staff to Representative Tom Anderson,
sponsor, explained that the CS to HB 540 addresses a |ong-
standing problem with Al aska W rkers’ Conpensation |o0ss cost
filing. It makes the statute a nore open and transparent process
that gives stakeholders in the system an opportunity for input
and wunderstanding of the “loss cost” filings, which are a
fundanental building block of the workers’ conpensation rates.
Initially, the D vision of Insurance voiced concerns regarding
tinmeline and process issues. At the request of the commttee,
the conpany who brought the issue forward and the D vision of
| nsurance worked together to produce the commttee substitute
before themnow It has their full support.

MR. CHARLIE M LLER, Alaska National |nsurance Conpany (AN C),
said that l|loss costs are the basic conponent of what becones
wor kers’ conpensation rates. The rating agency reviews the
previous data and tries to project what the |loss cost will be in
the upcomng rate year. It’s an actuarial exercise and ANC
hoped to be able to participate nore in setting the rate. He
supported the commttee substitute.

M5. SARAH MCNAIR GROVE, Property Casualty Actuary, D vision of
I nsurance, said the CS has a good process that neets the needs
of all the participants, including the insurer. Currently, the
Nat i onal Council on Conpensation Insurance (NCCl) sets the rate
that is then reviewed by the division. Now the insurer wll have
a seat at the table.

SENATOR FRENCH comrented that sone people mght view raising
rates as a way of nmaking up for past | osses.

M5. GROVE denied that was the intent of this bill. The intent is
to give nore stakeholders the ability to raise questions and
provide information in the process.

MR BOB LOHR testified in support of the SCS to HB 540 as the
former director for the Division of |Insurance. He explained that
the filings have a detailed hearing process set out by a rating
organi zation like the NCCl. However he questioned whether the 20
— 25 day tinme-frame (on page 3) in which to have a hearing after
receipt of a filing was an adequate w ndow to conduct a heari ng.
Lines 15 — 16 on page 4 clarifies that the hearings are a public
record, which he supported.

Page 5, line 18, requires the rating organization to mnmeke the

information available as soon as possible and he asked the
commttee to consider making it available imedi ately. The order
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must include details of the director’s reasoning and presuned
the order nust state the director’s reasoning on line 22 and he
felt that it should just be stated.

On page 6, lines 22 - 25, the final definition says a
perspective loss cost filing is a term defined, but doesn't
| abel it as a filing submtted by a rating organization. He
thought it should explicitly state that it is a filing submtted
by a rating organization.

CHAIR BUNDE asked Ms. Gove if she supported M. Lohr’s
suggestions about the tinme-franme, the soon as possible versus
i mredi ately issue and the definition.

M5. GROVE expl ained that 20 -25 days was the tine-frame in which
it could be determned that a hearing needed to be held and she
was confortable with it. She felt that as-soon-as-possible and
i mredi ately neant the sanme thing and had di scussed that with the
rating organization that would have a website on which to post
the information. She said the definition section mrrors
| anguage that is already in regulation and felt that should
stay.

SENATOR RALPH SEEKINS noved to pass SCS HB 540(L&C) from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
note. Senators French, Gary Stevens, Seekins, Davis and Chair
Bunde voted yea and CSHB 540(L&C) noved from commttee.

#

N#HCR32

CSHCR 32( EDT) am AK | NFO | NFRASTRUCTURE PCLI CY TASK FORCE

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHCR 32(EDT) am to be up for
consi derati on.

MS. SUE STANCLI FF, staff to Speaker Kott, sponsor, said that HCR
32 establishes the Alaska Information Infrastructure Policy Task
Force, which will be charged with consideration of Al aska s role
and i nt erest in | ong-term i nformation infrastructure
devel opnment. I n summary, the sponsor statenent said:

It will provide comunities wth access to broadband
connectivity and provide for t el econmuni cati ons,
health care education, honeland security and economc
devel opnent  opportunities. Access to fiber optic
connectivity wll help bridge the divide that
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separ at es rural Al aska and t he benefits of
t echnol ogi cal advances realized in urban Al aska.

The Progressive Policy Institute has a new econony index that
shows where Alaska is in the new econony. In 1999, Alaska was
ranked 13'" npbst conpetitive state; by 2002 it had dropped to the
31°' nost conpetitive state, the sharpest drop anong all the
states. “W’'re losing ground, M. Chairnman, and this task force
can address the question of how Alaska can get back on
track....”

MR. STAN HERRERA, Chief Technology Oficer, Departnment of
Adm ni stration, said the resolution identifies 13 nenbers to the
task force without any representation from the Departnent of
Adm ni stration. The Depart nent of Enterprise Technol ogi es
Services currently provides all centralized data processing,
data conmunications and telecommunications for the state
agencies identified by Alaska statute. He has submtted his
concerns to the Speaker of the House and reconmended that the
Department of Adm nistration be represented on the task force.

MS. STANCLI FF comrented that the sponsor did not support adding
a representative fromthe Departnent of Adm nistration

CHAI R BUNDE said he had concerns about unequal representation in
the Legislature and asked for an amendnent to delete one of the
menbers of the Legislature and have him replaced by a
commi ssi oner or designee of the Departnment of Adm nistration.

SENATOR HOLLI'S FRENCH agreed with him

SENATOR GARY STEVENS conceptually noved to reduce the
| egislative nmenbers to two and to add one nenber from the
Departnent of Adm nistration.

SENATOR BETTYE DAVIS said that although she supported the
concept, it was close to the end of session and the sponsor did
not support the anendnent and felt that was an inportant
consi derati on.

V. WYNETTA  AYERS, Executive Director, Sout hwest Al aska
Muni ci pal Conference (SWAMC), supported HCR 32. The task force
is needed to develop a cohesive strategy for information
technol ogy and infrastructure in Al aska. She rel ated how severa
ot her states had successfully devel oped prograns. She hoped the
state’s opportunities could be |everaged in Southwest Alaska to
devel op its econony.
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SENATOR GARY STEVENS said he took Senator Davis' coment to
heart and didn’t want to kill this bill by dragging it out and
wi t hdrew hi s anendnent.

CHAIR BUNDE said he would let this bill set until the end of the
nmeet i ng.
#

"#HB490
CSHB 490( JUD) am EMPLOYMENT SECURI TY ACT AMENDMENTS

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHB 490(JUD) am to be wup for
consi derati on.

MR TOM NELSON, Director, Division of Enploynment Security,
Department of Labor and Workforce Devel opnent (DOLWD), expl ai ned
that the changes are mainly housekeepi ng neasures and will align
state law with federal law and will bring Al aska into conpliance
with the Unenploynent |nsurance overpaynent arrangenent it has
W th other states.

CHAI R BUNDE asked if anyone opposed the bill
MR. NELSON replied that he hadn’t heard of any opposition.

M5. TOBY STEINBERCGER, Assistant Attorney GCeneral, offered to
explain sections 1 — 3 and 8. The changes in sections 1- 3 dea
w th enploynent security records for crimnal investigation and
prosecution purposes. Locations of enploynment of suspects,
W tnesses, victins and persons on parole or probation can be
f ound.

TAPE 04-38, SIDE B

MS. STEI NBERGER noted that the Enploynment Security Division is
heavily federally funded. The U.S. Departnent of Labor has
required that its records be kept confidential wth sone
exceptions. Accordingly, AS 23.20.110 has allowed for these
exceptions, but none of them allow for releasing of information
for crimnal prosecution and investigation purposes other than
for prosecuting cases against claimants who have fraudulently
recei ved unenploynent conpensation benefits. This anmendnent
would allow the Criminal Division to find suspects, w tnesses
and victins since the information is so up-to-date. Sonetines
people nove by the time the case goes to trial and this
information will help in finding out where they work. The U'S
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Department of Labor has reviewed and approved the anendnent.
O her states - Washington, Ilowa, Arkansas, Georgia, Uah and
Okl ahoma - have been allowed to release enploynment security
information for crimnal investigations and prosecutions.

SENATOR FRENCH asked for a quick review of what happens in the
rest of the bill.

MR.  NELSON explained that sections 4 — 12 authorize the
departnent to adopt regulations providing for the distribution
of unclainmed excess contributions. Sections 5 and 6 clarify
statute by adding the ternms “manager” and “limted liability
conpany” to the definitions. Section 7 brings Alaska into
conformty with the Interstate Reciprocal Overpaynent Recovery
Arrangenent that it has wth other states and provides the
Enpl oynment Security Division the ability to collect unenpl oynment
i nsurance overpaynents on behalf of other states for reasons
other than fraud. States in this agreenent already provide this
service to Al aska.

Section 8 adds a definition of action to nmean a court or
adm ni strative proceeding not brought under this chapter or in
arbitration proceeding. Section 10 aligns Al aska |anguage wth
federal law by clarifying which health care professionals are
excluded from the definition of enploynent. Only student nurses
and nedical interns are excluded. Section 11 clarifies |anguage
that provides an exclusion from the definition of wages for
paynents or benefits provided by the enployer for educational
assistance to its enployees. Federal |aw already provides this
exclusion from their definition of wages. Section 13 is the
i medi ate effective date cl ause.

SENATOR RALPH SEEKINS noved to pass CSHB 490(JUD am from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
note. Senators Gary Stevens, Davis, French, Seekins and Chair
Bunde vote yea; and CSHB 490(JUD) am noved from conm ttee.

#

2:45 — 2:46 — at ease
A#HB559
HB 559 am DELAY REPEAL OF STEP PROGRAM

CHAI R CON BUNDE announced HB 559 amto be up for consideration.

MR TOM WRI GHT, staff to Representative John Harris, said this
bill reauthorizes the STEP program for another four years.
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SENATOR RALPH SEEKINS noved to pass HB 559 am from conmmttee
wi th individual reconmendations and attached fiscal not e.
Senators Davis, Seekins, Gary Stevens, French and Chair Bunde
voted yea; and HB 559 am noved fromcomittee.

#

"#HB512
CSHB 512( FI N) - HYDROGEN ENERGY RESEARCH PROGRAM

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHB 512(FIN) to be up for
consi derati on.

REPRESENTATI VE HARRY CRAWORD, sponsor, explained that HB 512
sets up an hydrogen energy partnership. He related how Wayne
Gretski, a great hockey player, said the difference between him
and all the other highly talented skaters in the National Hockey
League is that he always tried to skate where he thought the
puck was going to be, not where it was. Even though Al aska
depends on its natural gas and oil now, the fuel of the future
is going to be hydrogen — and Al aska has great potential.

CHAI R BUNDE asked if he thought this would undernm ne the need to
devel op ANVR.

REPRESENTATI VE CRAWORD replied no. He thought opening ANWR is
necessary now to address the country's energy concerns and
| essen dependency on foreign oil. He noted that Governor
Schwar zeneger is putting together a network of hydrogen punps
that are no further than 20 mles apart in California.

SENATOR SEEKI NS asked what statute paragraph 44 would be added
to.

MR,  JAY HARDENBROOK, staff to Representative Crawford, replied
that it would be placed under the Departnent of Conmunity and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent.

SENATOR SEEKINS asked if the state was supposed to take up the
slack in funding if it wasn’'t forthcom ng.

MR. HARDENBROOK replied that the bill is designed so that if
funding is not in place by 2009, the program will go away. The
Department of Conmunity & Econom c Devel opnent (DCED) set up the
fiscal note so that it would be funded by program receipts and a
partnership wth Alaska |Industrial Devel opnent and Export
Aut hority (Al DEA).
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MR. JERRY MCCUTCHEON, Anchorage, supported the idea behind using
hydrogen as an energy source in California, but noted that there
is no hydrogen in the state. It takes three tines as nmuch
natural gas to produce the hydrogen to run sonething than it
would to just use the natural gas in the first place. He said,
“Guess what! Alaska has the only ganme in town.” The nearest
source of energy for California is the Susitna project in
Al aska. He, therefore, suggested adding California to nmarket
eval uation | anguage on page 3.

REPRESENTATI VE CRAWFORD conment ed that he supported that idea.

SENATOR SEEKINS said he wasn't convinced that hydrogen is the
wave of the future in energy. “If it was sonething that vital,
think that private industry would take care of it.”

SENATOR BETTYE DAVI S noved to pass CSHB 512(FIN) from committee.
Senators French, Gary Stevens, Davis and Chair Bunde voted yea;
Senator Seekins voted nay; and CSHB 512(FIN) noved from
comm ttee.

#

#HCR32
CSHCR 32( EDT) am AK | NFO | NFRASTRUCTURE POLI CY TASK FORCE

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHCR 32(EDT) am to be back up for
consi derati on.

SENATOR GARY STEVENS noved to pass CSHCR 32(EDT) am from
commttee with individual recomendations and attached fiscal
notes. Senators Seekins, French, Gary Stevens, Davis and Chair
Bunde voted yea; and CSHCR 32( EDT) am noved from conm ttee.

#

"#HB272
CSHB 272( STA) AM - MOTOR VEHI CLE DEALERS/ SALES/ ADS

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHB 272(STA) AM to be wup for
consi derati on.

SENATOR RALPH SEEKINS noved to adopt the proposed SCS CSHB
272(L&C), version \S, as the working docunment. There were no
objections and it was so ordered.

SENATOR SEEKI NS noted that he is an autonobile dealer.

CHAIR BUNDE said it was noted.
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MS. LINDA SYLVESTER, staff to Representative Bruce Wyhrauch
sponsor, briefed the committee that HB 272 addresses a few
techni cal changes to the autonobile omibus bill that was passed
in 2002.

SENATOR GARY STEVENS asked what problens renobving section 1
corrects.

SENATOR SEEKINS related that current |aw prohibits soneone from
selling a vehicle as a new vehicle if he doesn't have a
franchise to sell that vehicle. Problens arise with the date and
duration of warranties, who it applies to and associated
problens with service contracts. An attenpt was made to clarify
this issue wth a new vehicle definition. However, wused car
deal ers who sell new cars w thout having a franchi se have caused
a hubbub about it. So, the Al aska Autonobile Deal ers Association
(AADA) said it would forego trying to redefine a new vehicle for
now and just asks the Departnment of Law to nonitor and
i nvestigate consuner and enforcenent problens associated wth
the current law and report back to the next |legislature -
provi di ng better docunentation of the concerns.

MR. ED SN FFEN, Departnment of Law (DOL), said the issue is
whet her or not Alaska wants to allow used car dealers to inport
current year, low mleage vehicles and sell them as used cars,
but at the same tine conpete with franchised new cars deal ers.
Al aska has a law that prevents any dealer from selling a used
car as a new car unless it has the manufacturer’s statenment of
origin (MSO on it. In effect, this neans that a dealer could
not sell a new 2004 car until the 2005 nodels cone out. So, if a
service man buys a 2004 Dodge Ram has it for a few nonths and
then gets deployed to Iraq and needs to sell it, he has a
difficult tinme selling it to a dealer because no dealer could
sell that car until the 2005 nodel year was avail able. However,
he was confident that he could work with the AADA to resol ve the
i ssue.

The other part of the bill cleans up |anguage that didn't sound
right and renoves provisions that don’'t apply in Alaska. There
has been no opposition to those sections.

VR. STEVE  ALLW NE, Secretary, Al aska Autonobile Dealers

Associ ation, supported the previous coments and felt that nore
data was needed before a resolution was adopted.
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SENATOR SEEKINS noved to pass SCS CSHB 272(L&C), version \S,
fromcomttee with individual reconmendations. Senators French,
Gary Stevens, Davis, Seekins and Chair Bunde voted yea; and SCS
CSHB 272(L&C) noved fromcomittee.

#

N#HB542
CSHB 542( RLS) - CONSTRUCTI ON_CONTRACTORS

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHB 542(RLS) to be up for
consi derati on.

M5. SUE STANCLIFF, staff to Speaker Kott, sponsor, explained

that the bill is nmeant to provide a solution to the grow ng
i ssue  of unregi stered contractors providing construction
services illegally wunder the guise of a handyman |icense.

Current law states mnimum requirenents for a person who
represents hinself as either a contractor or a specialty

contractor. Instead of neeting qualification standards and
i nsurance requirenments, 1,600 business |icenses have been issued
to t hese construction-rel ated, exenpt -from contract or
registrations. This bill lowers the project Iimt from $10, 000

to $5,000 and expands the work that can be done by a specialty
contractor.

M5. EDEN LARSON, President and CEO, Associated Builders and
Contractors, supported HB 542.

MR RCK URION, Director, Dvision of GOccupational Licensing,
said his division had nore conplaints in this area than anywhere
el se. The problem is that unlicensed people are uninsured and
not bonded and the consunmer has no recourse if he or she does a
bad job. He explained that a category of handyman has been
created helping clarify the situation.

SENATOR FRENCH asked if a handyman can be a specialty contractor
and asked what section 3 does.

MR. URION answered that the way the law was witten they were a
specialty contractor, but they were exenpt from construction.
Section 3 changes that.

SENATOR FRENCH asked what problens lowering the project limt
from $10, 000 to $5,000 would correct.

MR URION replied that it wuld keep handynen in the repair
busi ness and out of the construction business.
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SENATOR FRENCH put on the record that he owns apartnment houses
in Anchorage and couldn’t get along wthout his handyman. He
didn’t want to threaten his ability to do work.

SENATOR GARY STEVENS asked if this would possibly raise the cost
of hiring a handyman by adding costs to be passed on to the
consuner

MR. URION explained that no overhead was being added to the
handynman category for projects under $5, 000.

SENATOR GARY STEVENS noved to pass CSHB 542(RLS) from conmittee
wi th individual reconmendations and attached fiscal not e.
Senators French, Davis, Seekins, Gary Stevens and Chair Bunde
voted yea and CSHB 542(RLS) noved from conmttee.

#

"#HB421
CSHB 421(JUD) - DEED OF TRUST RECONVEYANCE

CHAIR CON BUNDE announced CSHB 421(JUD) to be up for
consi derati on.

MR. JOSH APPLEBEE, staff to Representative Tom Anderson

sponsor, said that the Alaska Land Title Association cane
forward with this as a way to help people clear titles to their
hones. It is supported by the Alaska Mrtgage Bankers
Association and the Alaska State Honebuilders Association and
has been reviewed by many housing sectors. Once a loan is paid,
the bill intends to nake sure it shows the |oan has been paid
off. Mst banks in Alaska don’t keep loans for nore than 130
days and sell them to service conpanies |ocated outside of the
state. Once that loan is paid off, there is no requirenent for
the nortgage servicer to make sure the reconveyance is taken
care of at the recorder’s office. One title insurance conpany
testified that over 1,400 deeds of trust were pending
reconveyance.

MR. BRYAN MERRELL said he is the immediate past president of
Al aska Land Title Association and is the State Agency Manager
Underwiter for First American Title Insurance Conpany, the
| argest title insurance conpany in Alaska. He supported HB 421
saying, “lIt’s a good piece of consuner |egislation.”

SENATOR BETTYE DAVIS noved to pass CSHB 421(JUD) from conmttee
wi th individual recommendations. Senators Gary Stevens, Davis,
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French, Seekins and Chair Bunde voted yea; and CSHB 421(JUD)
noved from conmttee.
#

There being no further business to conme before the conmttee,
CHAI R BUNDE adj ourned the neeting at 3:25 p.m
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