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TAPES
03-05, SIDE A [SENATE JUD TAPE]
SUMMARY OF | NFORMATI ON

CHAIR RALPH SEEKINS convened the joint neeting of the Senate
Judiciary Standing Commttee and the House Judiciary Standing
Commttee at 2:23 p.m Present at the call to order from the
Senate Judiciary Standing Commttee were Senator French, Senator
Therriault and Chair Seekins. Senator (Ogan arrived shortly
thereafter. Chair Seekins turned the gavel over to Chair Lesil
McGuire of the House Judiciary Standing Conmittee to chair the
neet i ng.

CHAIR LESIL MGURE introduced the House Judiciary Standing

Comm ttee menbers present at the call to order. Present were
Representative  Samnuel s, Representative Coghill and Chair
McQui re. Representati ve G uenber g, Representati ve Hol m

Representative Anderson and Representative Gara arrived shortly
thereafter. The agenda had been anended and the business before
the conmttee was an overview on Partners for Progress,
Therapeutic/Wllness Courts, and Electronic Mnitoring for
Al cohol Rel ated O f enders.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

M5. JANET McCABE, Board Chair, Partners for Progress, M. Robyn
Johnson, Executive Director, Partners for Progress, and M. Jill
McLeod, Attorney and Coordi nator, Center for Therapeutic
Justice, presented an overvi ew.

M5. JANET MCABE informed conmittee nenbers Partners for
Progress is the non-profit corporation that works wth the
Anchorage Wellness Court to provide comunity based services.
Partners for Progress also wrks wth other comunities
interested in starting prograns that deal with repeat alcoholic

of f enders. Legi sl ative support has nmade the program possi bl e;
it has had great success at both the felony and m sdeneanor
| evel s. Last year legislation passed that increased the

effectiveness of the WlIllness and Therapeutic Courts and a
resolution in support of the house arrest program in conbination
with treatment progranms to reduce the costs of incarceration.

M5. MLEOD expl ai ned Therapeutic Courts are special courts that
handl e cases involving alcohol and drug addicted offenders by
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utilizing the coercive power of the court, extensive treatnent
and supervision. Therapeutic Courts have three prinmary goals:

e Reduce recidivism
e Lower substance abuse
* Rehabilitate participants

M5. MLEOD reviewed the history, support and cost effectiveness
of therapeutic courts. She spoke of the greatly reduced cost
and recidivism rate of offenders going through the Therapeutic
Court prograns nati onw de. Al aska has seven therapeutic court
pr ogr ans. Approxi mately 80 percent of crinmes in Alaska are
associated with al cohol. The benefit of the Wllness Court is
that it gets the al cohol out of the al coholic.

JUDGE JAMES WANAMAKER, 3rd Judici al District Anchor age,
explained the Wellness Court provides a conplete program for
getting offenders to sobriety and provides them with tools to
mai ntain sobriety. Wthout the Wllness Courts, offenders
usually serve jail tinme and receive no rehabilitation. The
Anchorage Wellness Court Treatnent Plan is as foll ows:

e Al cohol assessnent
e Enter treatnent with an al coholi sm counsel or

« Take naltrexone, a nedication that stops cravings for
al cohol

e Appear frequently before the Wllness Court Judge for
conpl i ance heari ngs

e Attend a support group for people taking naltrexone

e Attend Al coholics Anonynous neetings

« Attend “Mor al Recogni ti on Ther apy” (cognitive
behavi or al traini ng addr essi ng nor al r easoni ng,
decision nmaking and faulty, irrational beliefs in
addi ct s)

« Wirk/attend school
e Be nonitored for continued sobriety
e Mintain sobriety for 18 nonths

JUDGE WANAMAKER i nformed committee nenbers the Wellness Court is
over capacity and | ooking to double capacity to 80 of fenders. He
di scussed the Anchorage DU (driving under the influence) felony
courts.

MR. M KE FOLEY, a graduate of the Wellness Court, explained his
cravings for alcohol, the positive effect of naltrexone and his
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experiences with the Wllness Court Treatnent Plan. He has
successfully mai ntai ned sobriety for the | ast three years.

Senate and House Judiciary Commttee nenbers asked questions of
all the presenters regarding specifics of the courts, prograns,
nal trexone, recidivismrates, funding and statistics.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcemnents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The conmmittee took no action.
ADJ QURNMVENT

There being no further business to cone before the commttees,
the joint neeting between the Senate Judiciary Standing
Committee and the House Judiciary Standing Commttee was
adj ourned at 3:30 p.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the Senate Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (mailing address), (907) 465-2870. After
adj ournment of the second session of the 23rd Al aska State
Legislature, this information nmay be obtained by contacting the
Legi sl ative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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