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TAPE 04-6, SIDE A&B

CHAIR FRED DYSON convened the neeting of the Senate Health,
Education and Social Services Standing Comrittee at 1:38 p.m
Present was Senator W I ken and Chair Dyson. Senators G een and
Guess (via teleconference) joined as the neeting was in
progr ess. Al so present was Senator Bunde and Representative
W son.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

KEVI N  SWEENEY, | egislative liaison for DEED began the
presentation by introducing Neil Slotnick who would provide a
hi storical context for this issue, and Les Mrse, who would
provide data regarding testing performance of students wth
I ndi vi dual Education Plans (I EPs) and Optional Assessnents.
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NEI L SLOTNI CK, Assistant Attorney Ceneral, began with a history
of the state’s alternative assessnment program found in AS
14. 03. 075(c). This program serves students who have a
disability, who are unable to pass the exit examw th or wthout
accomodati ons. He distinguished between accomobdations — the
physi cal assistance that students typically receive - and
nodi fications that may affect the validity of a test by changing
what is being neasured. Under the statute, a student can receive
a diplomm having failed the exit exam by conpleting an
alternative assessnent program required by the IEP or a 504
plan, which is simlar to an |EP.

MR. SLOTNICK continued by explaining that an alternative
assessnment program nmust, to the nmaxi num extent possible, conform
to state standards established for the exit exam The |IEP team
Wi th departnental approval, determines if the programis aligned
to the nmaxinum extent possible. M. Mrse reported that
currently, the state has 809 high school seniors who have |EPs.
M. Slotnick explained that the alternative assessnent program
has been renaned Optional Assessnment. The alternate programis
a federal program dealing with students who experience severe
disabilities. This program allows graduation, not by testing,
but by creation of a portfolio denonstrating mastery of life
skills.

MR. SLOTNICK explained that the Legislature enpowered the
departnment to inplenent the alternative assessnent program By

February of a student’s junior year, his/her alternative
assessnment plan nust be conpleted. During that process, |ocal
districts and officials spoke against | ocal design of
alternative assessnents due to the burdens faced with standards
requiring conformty to t he maxi mum  extent possi bl e.

Alternatively, it was proposed that consideration begin with the
exit exanm s standards and with state control over approval and
scoring. The State Board required, by regulation, that cut
scores not be changed. M. Slotnick reported that the departnent
approves nost requests by | EP nenbers for nodification.

MR. SWEENEY said current statute requires that each student

first take, and fail, the exit exam before pursuing an
alternative assessnent. The State Board has retained the sane
policy: to limt alternative assessment program to a nodified

version of the exit exam rather than adopting a broad array of
options that local districts would have to develop and score.
Senators expressed interest in the upcomng State Board neeting
in March 2004.
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LES MORSE, Director of Assessnment and Accountability, DEED,
provi ded data on the nunber of high school seniors who have | EPs
or who have yet to pass all three sections of the exit exam
noting that 207 students applied for the Optional Assessnent
this spring. Senat or Bunde asked how famlies are notified of
opportunities for Optional Assessnents; the response was that
the departnent neets wth test coordinators, special education
directors, and principals and provides information regarding
these opportunities. Districts, then, are responsible for
informng parents and famlies. M. Mrse discussed information
concerning the percentages of students who have passed all or
parts of the Optional Assessnent.

MR MORSE, in response to a question from Senator WIken,
reported that the departnent has studied other states’ protocols
concerning these issues, and he briefly reviewed specific cases
from ot her states.

MR, SLOTNICK, in response to a question from Senator Bunde,
reported that in other states, parents have sued states in
i nstances when their children have been denied diplonas. The
courts have found that states are not required to give a diplom
to a student, but are required to provide opportunities for that
student to earn a dipl ona.

SENATOR GUESS stated the need for focusing on students who don’t
have |EPs, but who nonetheless do not or cannot pass the test
despite mnmastering the material. These <children deserve a
di pl oma, she said.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.

COW TTEE ACTI ON

The comm ttee took no action.

ADJ QURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the conmttee,
the Senate Health, Education and Social Services Standing
Comm ttee was adjourned at 2:49 p.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were

t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the Senate Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
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Juneau, Alaska 99801 (mailing address), (907) 465-2870, and
after adjournment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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