M NUTES
SENATE FI NANCE COW TTEE
April 13, 2004
6: 06 PM

TAPES

SFC-04 # 77, Side A
SFC 04 # 77, Side B
SFC-04 # 78, Side A

CALL TO ORDER

Co-Chair Lyda Green convened the neeting at approximately 6:06 PM
PRESENT

Senat or Lyda Green, Co-Chair
Senator Gary W/ ken, Co-Chair
Senat or Con Bunde

Senat or Fred Dyson

Senat or Lyman Hof f man

Senat or Donny O son

Senator Ben Stevens

Also Attending: Testifiers are listed in the order they testified
in the body of the m nutes.

SUMVARY | NFORNMATI ON

HB 375- APPROP: OPERATI NG BUDGET/ LOANS/ FUNDS
HB 377- APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

The Committee heard public testinony from the Legislative
Information O fices in Bethel, Nonme, Kotzebue, Fairbanks,
Anchorage, Mat-Su and in person in Juneau. The bills were held in
Commi ttee.

#HB375
#HB377

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 375(FIN) am
"An Act meking appropriations for the operating and | oan
program expenses of state governnent, for certain prograns,
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and to capitalize funds; and providing for an effective date."
And

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO 377(FIN)

"An Act naking appropriations for the operating and capital
expenses of the state's integrated conprehensive nental health
program and providing for an effective date.™

NORMA  AYAGALRI A, Tundra Wonen's Coalition, testified via
tel econference from Bethel requesting additional funding for the
Tundra Wonen's Coalition (TWC) program

W Nl FRED KELLY, Tundra Wonen's Coalition, testified via
tel econference fromBethel to thank the Departnent of Public Safety
budget subcommittee for restoring some of the funds renoved by the
House of Representatives for the victins' services fund. She
requested an additional $600, 000 for this program

BRYAN Tl MBERS, Retired Attorney, testified via tel econference from
Norme to request restoration of $125,000 grant for the Al aska Lega
Servi ces Corporation. He spoke of the difficulties that could
befall those unable to pay for defense counsel in civil matters. He
noted that indigent defendants are not provided | egal services in
civil matters.

BEN ESCH testified via teleconference from None in support of
funding for the Al aska Legal Services Corporation, as it provides
services for those unable to afford | egal counsel. He renarked that
the request is not for increased funding, but rather to maintain
the sane | evel of funds.

LOTTIE JONES testified via tel econference from Kotzebue that she
has worked for the Al aska Legal Services Corporation for many
years. She stated that the closure of many offices of this
Corporation require many residents to request assistance from
Anchor age. She expressed that indigent people charged in crimna

matters have the right to receive counsel fromthe Public Defenders
Agency and the O fice of Public Advocacy; however if involved in
civil matters, they rely on the Al aska Legal Services Corporation

CHERYL EDENSHAW Al aska Techni cal Cent er, testified via
tel econference from Kot zebue in favor of funding for the technica
center. She told of the enpl oynent opportunities in the region and
the need for a trained workforce to fill those positions. She al so
spoke to the high unenpl oynent rate. She stated that to neet | abor
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mar ket demands, the comunity nust have education available for its
wor kf or ce.

SUZANNE EDELMAN testified via tel econference from Bethel, about the
| ow cost of birth control nedication conpared to that of unpl anned
pregnancy and parent hood. She al so spoke to the risks of sexually
transmtted diseases and the need for nore reproductive health
services. She stated that currently, a teenager nust wait two
nonths for services to becone available. She requested the
Commttee fully fund public health nursing prograns for FY 05.

ZACK  FANSLER, Tundr a Wnen' s Coal i tion, testified Vi a
tel econference from Bethel, to thank the Departnent of Public
Safety subcommttee for restoration of partial funding for
servi ces; however he requested the renaining $600, 000. He detail ed
the transportation and other services provided by the TWC
stressing the program offers the primary neans of safety for
victins of domestic violence for the entire region.

DARLENE M LLI GROCK, single parent with five children, testified via
tel econference from Nonme about the assistance she received fromthe
Al aska Legal Services Corporation while going through her divorce,
and again in handling a custody "battle". She requested the | ocal
of fice remai n open.

G A HANNA, Deputy Director, Kotzebue |ndian Reorgani zation Act
(IRA), testified via teleconference from Kotzebue about the
continuing need to fund the Al aska Legal Services Corporation in
the region. She relayed that the Al aska Legal Services Corporation
has all eviated the demand for services on the Native corporations.
She stated that the |ocal office has allowed residents to receive
services locally rather than from Nonme or Fairbanks.

AGE E LEE testified via tel econference from Kot zebue in support of
the Al aska Legal Services Corporation. She appreciated that staff
travels to villages to provide | egal assistance to rural residents.

JENNI FER MEYER, energency departnent nurse, and sexual assault
nurse exam ner with the sexual assault response team testified via
tel econference fromBethel to request full funding for the victins'
services prograns. She stated that she spends a significant anmount
of time working with victins of donestic violence. She reported
that the team has been seeing nore patients in the current year

and therefore the |l oss of funds would greatly affect their efforts.

SHARI NETH, 20-year resi dent of Bet hel , testified via
t el econference from Bet hel about her concerns of funding reductions
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to the public health nursing program She stated that the region
has the highest rates of sexually transmtted disease in the
nati on. She outlined services she and her foster children receive
fromthe program as well as friends who al so depend on this care.
She warned that costs would be higher if needs were not addressed
presently.

WLLIAM UPDEGROVE, Bethel A ds Task Force, testified via
tel econference fromBethel, to reiterated the inportance of public
heal th nursing care. He doubted that tel emedicine could provide an
adequate |evel of service to treat and prevent AIDS and other
heal th problens. He al so warned that the costs would significantly
increase in the future, outweighing any savings garnered this year.

LORETTA  KI UNYA, Tanana Wonen's Coalition, testified via
tel econference fromBethel, to request that funding not be reduced
for public health nursing.

ELFRI DA NORD, Forner Chief, Section of Nursing, retired, and
representing the Al aska Nursing Association, testified in Juneau as
fol |l ows.

AT a minimum | urge you to add back the $770,000 for Public
Heal th Nursing that the House Finance Conm ttee approved. A
| ook at history will tell you that transitioning of clients
has been occurring and PHN basically serve those that are not
going to transition for nunber of reasons, |largely, age, |ack
of funds and confidentiality. Public Health Nurses provide
very different services than the private sector and the Health
Cor porations. Public Health services are not synonynous with
i ndi vidual nedical services. It is the client, in this case
many of the villagers who will not get needed services.

PHNs have |ong advocated that their clients have a nedica
hone and are conplenentary, not in conpetition with the
private sector or Health Corporations.

The 1 oss of Public Health Nurse aides may result in | oss of
prograns |ike infant car seat program and decreased outreach
to Medicaid eligible children, as well as forcing the highly
skilled PHN to do a lot of tasks that soneone with |less skills
could do. Ceneralist PHN positions were saved from cuts
because they can provide reduced public health services
whereas the aides cannot provide the services that protect the
public's health such as conmunicabl e disease control. This
restructuring plan is not being done because it is a
reasonable thing to do, it is an appearance of creating the
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| east anmount of disruption of services to the public. It is
being driven by potential |oss of resources, not reasonable
pl anni ng. This doesn't make sense froma vital program point
of view keeping in mnd that there is a Constitutional nandate
under Article VII for the state to provide public health
services. Two years ago the Legislature was convi nced through
the "Back to Basics" increnent that the nursing conponent
needed nore resources and provided about half of what was
requested. Now the proposal is to cut 4 tines what was clearly
needed only 2 years ago. If cuts like this are necessary for a
bal anced budget, then it is tinme to | ook for new resources.

ART PETERSON, retired attorney, testified in Juneau as foll ows.

.ln support of the House budget bill's inclusion of $125, 000
for the Al aska Legal Services Corporation, in the Departnent
of Conmunity and Econom ¢ Devel opnent's FY 2005 operating
budget. This bill is currently in your commttee, and |
strongly urge you to retain, or raise, that anount for ALSC

This appropriation is crucial to the continuing civil-Ilaw
| egal services that ALSC provides to Alaska's |owincone
peopl e, including seniors, famlies, battered spouses, and the
typically disadvantaged. It thus hel ps the functioning of the
juvenile justice system itself.

For the last three decades, | have closely observed the
operations of ALSC, as a nenber of its board of directors. And
| can assure you that the state gets the nost "bang for the
buck” fromits financial aid to this corporation - efficiency!
Its lawers and support staff work for nom nal wages, and put
in great anounts of unconpensated overtine, because of their
commtment to the principle of equal access to justice.

LARRY W GET, Executive Direct, Public Affairs, Anchorage Schoo
District, testified via teleconference from Anchorage to read a
statenent into the record as foll ows.

The Anchorage School District respectfully requests the Al aska
Legi sl ature increase the anount of State Debt Rei nmbursenent
appropriation in the budget to fully fund the Anchorage School
District's State debt reinbursenent entitl enent.

Qur discussions with the State Departnment of Education and
Early Devel opment (DEED) indicate that the CGovernor's FY 2004-
2005 proposed budget, the bill currently before you, does not
include funding for the additional $2,837,383* of the
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Anchorage School District's State debt r ei mbur senent
entitlenment resulting fromapproval in January of ASD projects
that qualify for State debt rei nbursenment under the conbined
aut hori zation of House Bill 2003 and Statew de approval of
Proposition C.

The State Departnment of Education and Early Devel opnent
notified the Anchorage School District in January of approva
of additional projects that qualify for State debt
rei mbursenent. The authorization provides for 60 percent or 70
percent debt reinbursenment on school construction projects
that received | ocal voter approval back to June 30, 1999. For
t he Anchorage School District, this involved submttal and
approval of projects related to voter approval in April 2000
and April 2002 including portions of bonds refunded in 2002.

The District was required by State regulation to submt an
estimated anmount of State debt for FY 2004-2005 by Cctober 15,
2003. The District did not include anticipated rei nbursenent
for the April 2000 and April 2002 including portions of bonds
refunded in 2002.

The Anchorage School District requests the Legislature to
i ncrease the appropriation to honor the governor's conmm tnent
to fully fund the State Debt reinbursenment entitlenent.

*We have reviewed our cash flow needs on all existing
projects, including Proposition 4 that was approved on Apri
6, 2004. The revised anmount of additional State debt
rei mbursenent for FY 2004-2005 is $2,837.383 rather than
$3,570, 976 provided legislators early on. The amount is |ess
since not all our propositions passed.

AT EASE 6:37 PM/ 6:43 PM

ANDY HARRINGTON testified via teleconference from Fairbanks
representing the Al aska Legal Services Corporation. He told of the
civil legal assistance provided for |ow incone A askans in matters
i ncluding | oss of housing, health care insurance, and enpl oynent.
He stated that the funding anobunt approved by the House of
Representatives is the same as the previous year, and requested the
Comm ttee support the sane funding. He noted that Mt-Su would
begin participating in the human services matching grant program
and he urged the Conmmittee provide adequate funding to allow the
conmunity to participate at the sanme |level currently enjoyed by the
Muni ci pality of Anchorage and the Fairbanks North Star Borough. He
listed and argued against three reasons against funding this
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program the State could not afford to, but he argued that
nonprofits could deliver services at a | ower cost than governnent;
too many nonprofit organizations currently exist, and countered
that any duplication of services could be elimnated; and faith
based services should deliver these services, pointing out that
many faith based organizations are currently providing these
services and require funding to continue to do so.

SUZANNE PRI CE, Director, Fairbanks Comunity Mental Health Center
and O ficer, Al aska Mental Health Board, and O ficer, Al aska
Community Mental Health Services Association, testified via
tel econference from Fairbanks to a platform devel oped, which
includes a fiscal plan to ensure adequate resources for State
services for vul nerabl e Al askans. She noted that funding for nental
health grants has reduced each year for last ten to 15 years and
providers are encouraged to bill Medicaid for services rendered.
However, she said that Medicaid does not adequately fund these
servi ces.

CARRI E DERSHI N, Health and Social Services Comm ssion, Fairbanks
North Star Borough, testified via teleconference from Fairbanks
about the services provided by the |ocal nonprofit organi zations,
i ncluding neal delivery to elderly housebound residents, juvenile
justice assistance, and nental health care services. She stated
that the State grant funds garner 14 times the initial amount in
donations and in-kind services. She stressed the comunity matching
grant programis a cost effective nethod to deliver services.

ROGER GAY, resident of Big Lake, testified via tel econference from
Mat-Su to request the Conmttee not reduce funding for nental
heal th care services. He expounded on the needs of individuals for
mental health services, which he stated is |ess expensive than
institutionalization or no care. He also spoke to the need to
provi de support for those delivering care.

PAT BALL, Certified Nurse, representing Valley Hospital and the
Al aska Nurses Association, testified via tel econference from Mat-Su
to request funding for public health nursing. She told of her ten
years working with public health workers, particularly in the field
of infectious diseases. She stated that these workers are "front
line" in addressing these diseases, but are often forgotten because
they work behind the scenes. She infornmed that public health
nursi ng assists in reducing costs that woul d ot herwi se go untreated
and eventually lead to enmergency roomvisits. She stated that many
patients are only willing to confide in public health nurses.

JAMES GARHART, resident of Wasilla, testified via tel econference
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from Mat-Su, to thank Senator B. Stevens for efforts "of crediting
the constitutionally mandated 25 percent resource royalty toward
the amount required for inflation proofing the pernmanent fund
corpus."” He asserted that nowis the tinme to change the structure
of the general fund budget and inplement forward funding. He stated
that after inflation proofing and dividends, adequate funding
remains in Al aska Permanent Fund Earnings Reserve Fund to fully
fund expenditures of the general fund for one year. Afterwards, he
said State governnment could be forward funding. He offered other
suggestions for fundi ng Al aska.

SFC 04 # 77, Side B

ELLEN  KRSNAK, Cat hol i c Soci al Servi ces, testified Vi a
tel econference from Anchorage that reduction to the comunity
mat ching grants program would greatly inpact the delivery of
services to Southcentral Alaska by the Catholic Social Services
agency. She expressed that nore of the funds of the grant are
utilized than any other appropriation, as they are matched 100
percent with | ocal funds.

BONNI E JOHNSON, Public Health Nurse for 29 years, Retired,
testified via teleconference from Fairbanks in support of fully
funding the program She stated that the current challenges for the
program are greater than ever, given bio-terrorism Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrone (SARS), as well as neasles, and tubercul osis,
which still persist in the State. She expressed this is not the
tinme to reduce funding for this program which addresses these
t hreats.

EMLY ENNI'S, Executive Director, Fairbanks Resource Agency, and
Vice President, Key Canpaign testified via teleconference from
Fai r banks about the services the Agency provides to devel opnental ly
di sabled children and adults as well as elders with Al zheinmer's
di sease. She rem nded of the recent visit to the Legislature by
menbers of the Key Canpaign to speak of the needs of the State's
nost vul nerable citizens. She remarked that funding these prograns
woul d provide cost effective services.

SAMWE POKRYKI testified via tel econference from Mat-Su, in support
of conmmunity matching grants. She stated this allows residents a
cost-effective way to continue services. She requested the sane
| evel of funding as passed by the House of Representatives.

PETER BURCHELL testified via tel econference from Mat-Su about the

SFC- 03 (8) 04/ 13/ 04



need for planning in delivery of services thought the comrunity
mat chi ng grants prograns. He remarked that many organi zati ons have
stopped delivering services due to inadequate funding and he
requested that the remaining be allowed to continue.

JACKI E DEBENEC, Vice President, Arctic Alliance, and representing,
Adult Learning Prograns of Al aska, testified via tel econference
from Fairbanks that nonprofit human service agencies provide the
nost cost-effective way of delivering services. She listed the
needs of sone prograns and the funding needs that woul d go unnet.
She noted that if those studying for general equival ency dipl onas
(CGED) to attain jobs are hungry and in poor health, they would be
unabl e to conplete their education despite their efforts and would
therefore be unable to becone self-supporting.

JEANETTE GRASTO, National Alliance for the Mentally Il1l, and Al aska
Mental Health Board, and advocate for the nentally ill, testified
via teleconference from Fairbanks that the State nust develop a
fiscal plan that would provide adequate funding for the nost
vul nerable Al askans. She charged that the proposed budget
reductions would create a "fal se econony", because nore funds woul d
be required later to address the consequences of unnmet needs. She
remarked that treating Alaskan children in facilities |ocated
outside the state is not beneficial because the children return to
a honme that has not been addressed.

Co-Chair Green requested the witness contact her, as she could
clarify sonme information

GREG HI LL, Librarian, Fairbanks North Star Borough, testified via
tel econference from Fairbanks on behalf of hinmself in support of
t he budget subcommittee's recommendation for funding libraries. He
al so requested the Conmttee increase funding to that passed by the
House of Representatives.

Senat or Dyson understood that sonme archived material would be | ost
due to poor storage conditions. He asked if the witness felt the
matter was bei ng adequat el y addressed.

M. HIIl qualified he is not an expert in the field of archiving,
but noted that reduced funding has limted the ability for these
activities.

RI KI SIPE, Menber, Fairbanks North Star Borough Health and Soci al
Servi ces Comm ssion, testified via teleconference from Fairbanks
about proposed budget reductions to the community matching grant
prograns. She reiterated that although appropriations garner 14
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times the actual dollar anmount, volunteer efforts are inmeasurable.
She stated that the | ocal agencies are able to determ ne the needs
and provide services to address specific needs. She listed the Boys
and Grls Club, the Salvation Arny, dental services and other
program that woul d not be funded without this grant.

ANNI E HOPPER testified via tel econference from Fairbanks, that ten
agencies that requested grants would not receive funds if the
community matching grant program were not fully funded. She
expressed social responsibility to provide these services,
i ncluding providing housing for honeless children and keeping
famlies intact.

| AN M CHAL HEBERT, Governnent Relations Director, Association of
Students, University of Alaska, testified via tel econference from
Fai rbanks in favor of SB 283. He stated that Al askans are anxi ously

awaiting the outcone of the free conference on this bill. He
appreciated the $15.8 million included for the University in this
bill, noting the increased Public Enployees Retirenent System

(PERS) and Teachers Retirenment System (TRS) expenses.

ANNETTE FREI BURGER, Menber, Arctic Alliance for People, testified
via teleconference from Fairbanks, that the Alliance provides a
wi de range of services for residents in comunity. She stated that
the Alliance has discussed the need for efficiency of services. She
al so reported that she has been advised that the University system
is a nodel for the nation

JERRY BROMWN, Conmmi ssioner, Fairbanks North Star Borough Heal th and
Soci al Services Conmm ssion, testified via teleconference from
Fai rbanks in favor of the community matching grant program He
requested the Conmttee consider the val ue placed on the services
provided by this program He renmarked that the State has a
responsibility to provide essential health and social services to
conmuni ties, which he said has been passed to | ocal communities. He
reported that communities have done a commendabl e job of delivering
these services, but would be unable to continue at this |eve

wi t hout sufficient funding. He noted that $1 nmillion would not be
adequat e given that the Mat-Su regi on woul d be joi ning the program

JOHN CANNON testified via teleconference from Mat-Su to urge the
Commttee to collaborate wth Governor Frank Mirkowski and the
House of Representatives to develop a fiscal plan that provides
adequate funding for vul nerable Al askans. He asked for support in
restoring funds for the nental health court in Anchorage as well as
establ i shnent of additional courts in the State, citing the need in
the Mat-Su. He also requested that Alaskan children receive

SFC- 03 (10) 04/ 13/ 04



treatment within the State, and services be nade available for
di sabl ed honeless people. He asked for no further funding
reductions to conmunity matching grants or Medicaid waivers. He
war ned that good services have been devel oped, but "this safety net
is in danger” and "has eroded".

BERNARD GATEWOCOD, Fairbanks North Star Borough Health and Soci a
Servi ces Comm ssion, testified via tel econference from Fair banks,
to urge the Conmttee to reconsider and fund the comunity matching
grant program at least $1 mllion, although he pointed out that
$1.5 mllion is necessary with the inclusion of the Mt-Su region
in the program He spoke to the good rate of return of the funds
invested in communities in Alaska. He surmised that if this was a
stock with a return of 14 to 1, Commttee nenbers would "junp on
it" and invest funds.

CARL EVERTSBUSCH, Key Coalition, testified via tel econference from
Anchorage, to reiterate Emly Ennis and John Cannon about the
i ncreasi ng need for services for devel opnental |y di sabl ed through
Medicaid waivers. He remarked on the remarkable outconmes of
progranms. He relayed that the nenbership of the Coalition support a
fiscal plan and that nenbers were willing to forgo a portion of the
per manent fund di vi dends and woul d al so consi der taxes.

Senat or Bunde thanked the witness for offering suggestions on how
to rai se revenue.

STEVE WLLIAMS, Project Mnager, Anchorage D strict Coordinated
Resources Project, also known as the nental health court, testified
via teleconference from Anchorage to encourage funding for the
program in Anchorage and to expand the program to other
comunities. He stated that when it was decided to reduce

i ncidences of institutionalization of those with nmental illness,
pri son popul ations increased with a significant portion of inmate
popul ations suffering from nmental illness. He spoke to unnet
treatments of nentally ill people and crimnal acts often

conmtted. Once | abeled a crimnal, he remarked that an individua
is nore likely to re-offend and be returned to crimnal justice
system rather than receive treatnent for the mental illness. He
told of the reduced incarceration rates since the inplenentation of
the nental health court program and subsequent savings to the
Departnment of Corrections and | ocal communities. He pointed to the
added benefit that "it’'s the right thing to do" and al so i nproves
quality of life.

Co-Chair Geen clarified that the wi tness understood that funding
has not been reduced for this program
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M. WIlians did.

DEWAYNE HARRIS, Program Director, Brother Francis Shelter,
testified via teleconference from Anchorage in support of the
comunity services matching grant program He qualified that the
Shel ter does not received funds fromthis grant program although,
because the Shelter only provides housing for individual adults,
many famlies are in need of services provided by organizations
that do receive the grant funds. He described the enotional harmin
separating fam lies and honel essness on chil dren.

BOB BUNDY, Board Menber, Alaska Legal Services Corporation,
testified via tel econference from Anchorage in support of funding
for the Al aska Legal Services Corporation and the comunity
mat chi ng grants program He detailed his experience as an attorney.
He noted that nost attorneys are problem solvers and the
Corporation attorneys provide advice to lowincone clients to avoid
nore serious and nore expensive | egal problens |ater. He enphasized
that these attorneys work for "laughable" salaries, and are not
involved in crimnal matters, or class action suits that garner
| ar ge awar ds.

BRENDA  MOORE, Christian Health Associ ates, testified via
tel econference from Anchorage, that the Association does not
receive any funds fromthe comunity matching grants program She
told of efforts to increase capacity in faith-based organizations
to provide nore services. However, she warned that wthout the
current |evel of funding, faith-based organi zati ons woul d have nore
difficulty filling the gap. She told of efforts with energency
shelters to develop a contingency plan to shelter famlies with
children who currently do not have services avail able.

SARA JACKSON, Director, Saint Frances House, Catholic Comrunity
Services, testified via teleconference from Anchorage and read a
statenent into the record as foll ows.

St. Frances House provided food assistance to 4,925
i ndi vidual s | ast nonth.

Additionally, we facilitated the distribution of 236 boxes of
USDA [United States Departnent of Agriculture] Food, a program
that targets the elderly, pregnant wonen and children. By
March, we were the only significant source for financial

assi stance in Anchorage that still had funds. That nonth we
di stributed nearly $11,000.00 for the prevention of eviction
and utility shut-off to 38 famlies including 54 children
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When we resune the financial assistance program next w nter,
the funds we received through HSMG w || determ ne how nmany
famlies we can prevent from becom ng honel ess. Conmunity belt
tightening is felt the nost at the bottom and reductions in
fam |y support services have dramatically increased the need
for energency assistance. Many people tell us they have been
unable to secure adequate enploynent before unenploynent
benefits run out. Unenploynent and hunger are at an extrene
|l evel in villages resulting in famlies noving to Anchorage
seeking relief fromtheir situation. W have 95 famlies from
Mat - Su on our food pantry database and we serve fanmlies as
far as Grdwood. Qur client load is up 20% over the | ast year.
Qur staff is up 0% The HSMG helps to fund one of our four
staff positions, the essential position of Resource and
Vol unteer Coordinator. Through the funding of that single
person, St. Francis House |everaged 1.240 hours of donated
| abor by 45 volunteers in March. Sone of the people that we
rely on to help us deliver services are people who also rely
upon St. Francis House to provide themwth a user friendly
setting in which to develop social and job skills. W are a
work site for devel opnentally delayed students, adult and
yout h of fenders and community restitution prograns. The work
of St. Francis House is sinple enough for anyone to be
successful and neani ngful enough to strengthen the weakest
self-esteem and soften the hardest attitude. This is a w n-
wi n exchange that provides inmmeasurable benefits to the
community. Pl ease reconsider your recommendation to cut this
inportant lifeline to so many Al askans during this very
difficult econom c period.

SFC 04 # 78, Side A 07:47 PM

DI ANE DI SANTO Munici pality of Anchorage, Mayor's Ofice, testified
via teleconference from Anchorage, to thank Representative M ke
Hawker for restoring funding for the nunicipal mtching grants
program She expressed disappointnent that the Senate reduced
fundi ng especially given that Mat-Su woul d be added to the program
She pointed out that Anchorage serves as a hub for the entire state
and serves those who travel to Anchorage and find thenselves in
need. She stated that agencies funded with this grant provide a
critical role in getting basic services for individuals. She
informed that in the recent nunicipal election, voters approved the
devel opment of a long-range fiscal plan for the State by a ration
of two to one.
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PATRICIA SENNEL, Alaska Nurses Association, testified via
t el econference from Anchorage to request the Comnmttee adopt the
fundi ng approved by the House of Representatives for the public
health nursing program Gven the increased risk of infectious
di seases, she was unabl e to understand why funding woul d be reduced
from the anmount reconmmended by the Governor. She supported an
increase in the tobacco tax.

KJERSTI LANGNES, C are House, testified via teleconference from
Anchorage that funds received through the community matching grant
program pays the salaries for six staff positions. She expl ai ned
the shelter provides energency shelter for wonen and children. She
warned that if it becones necessary to close the shelter during
daytime hours infants and toddlers would likely spend days in
libraries, laundry mats, and shopping nmalls.

R BRUCE PARHAM President, Alaska Historical Society, and
Archivist, National Archives and Records Admnistration in
Anchorage, testified via tel econference from Anchorage in support
of funding for the prograns and services provided by the Division
of Libraries, Archives and Museuns and the Ofice of H story and
Archeol ogy. He pointed out that since he began supporting these
progranms in 1976, the budgets for these agencies has been reduced
40-60 percent. He told of the resulting staff reductions and
reduced services. He requested funding to restore the position of
curator at the Sheldon Jackson Miseum in Sitka, to add an
el ectronic archivist position in Juneau and a record analyst
position in Anchorage. He noted that other states have el ectronic
archivist staff, and that a record analyst is needed for Anchorage
to ensure that the large nunber of State agencies regularly
transfer their records to archives. He warned of potential
litigation if unable to retrieve and produce records.

RONALD TAYLOR testified via tel econference from Anchorage about the
Al cohol Safety Action Program He stated that funding for the Adult
portion of the program was renoved from the budget, and although
sone grant funds have been restored, funding for personnel
services, travel and other expenses was not. He stated that the
of fice could not function and provide the sane |evel of services
with only seven staff positions, half of the current nunber. He
al so spoke to the increased match requirenent from $150,000 to
$370,000 and stressed this requirenent could not be net unless
revenue from client fees increased, which he stated is unlikely
given the low income of the clients.

Co-Chair Green requested the witness contact her office to receive
updat ed i nformati on about funding for this program She expressed
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efforts to identify methods to ensure all fees are paid before
of fenders are rel eased by the court system

BARBARA SM TH, Al aska Historical Soci ety, testified via
tel econference from Anchorage, about her concerns of proposed
funding for Al aska state mnuseuns, libraries, and archives. She
understood Co-Chair WIlken's efforts to increase funding for this
di vision and encouraged the Commttee to consider the House of
Representatives funding | evel.

MARI E LAVI GNE, Al aska Public Health Association, testified via
tel econference from Anchorage, urges SFC to restore full funding to
Departnment of Health and Social Services for nurse funding. Public
Heal th Nursing is necessary. Disease control services especially
vital .

V. KAY LAHDENPERA, Al aska Nurses Association, testified via
tel econference from Anchorage that she was a public health nurse
with the Municipality of Anchorage for 35 years and is now retired.
Public health, she remarked, has been an essential part of the
health care system in this country for the past 100 years and
should not be reduced. She did not want health aides in rura
comunities to be reduced, as these positions are inportant to
public health nurses. She warned that if services are reduced,
private providers would be unwilling to serve the |owincone
patients.

ANNA ATTCA testified via tel econference from Anchorage on behal f of
People First and to request no elimnation of Medicaid waivers. She
spoke of people with disabilities and their options inlife to live
in group hones, etc.

D VERA JAMES, Alaska Native Health Board, testified via
tel econference from Anchorage to share information contained in
witten testinony as follows.

The Alaska Native Health Board strongly encourages that
funding for the Human Service Matching Bl ock Grant be retained
at $1.16 mllion. The Senate's reduction of the block grant to
$667,000 will negatively inpact shelters, food for the hungry,
di saster assistance, oral health care, prescriptions, and neal
delivery service to the frail elderly.

Pl ease retain the full $1.16 mllion as introduced by the
House for Human Service Matching G ant funding.

AT EASE 8:13 PM/ 8:13 PM
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#

ADJ QURNIVENT

Co-Chair Lyda G een adjourned the neeting at 08:14 PM
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