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04/ 20/ 04 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

HAVEN HARRI S, St aff

to Senator Donald A son

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SJR 14 on behalf of the sponsor,
Senat or d son.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-14, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR JIM HOLM <called the House Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:37 p.m Representati ves Hol m
Masek, Stepovich, Kohring, and Ogg were present at the call to
order.

SIJR 14- FAA FLI GHT SERVI CE STATI ONS

CHAI R HOLM announced that the only order of business would be
SENATE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 14, Requesting the Federal Aviation
Adm nistration to fully staff and mintain flight service
stations in Al aska.

Number 0034

HAVEN HARRI'S, Staff to Senator Donald O son, Alaska State
Legi slature, presented SIJR 14 on behalf of the sponsor, Senator
Aa son. He paraphrased from the followng witten sponsor
statenent [original punctuation provided]:

SIJR 14 is a resolution requesting the Federal Aviation
Adm nistration to fully staff and maintain its flight
service stations in Al aska.

Alaska is a vast state that relies on air
transportation for much of its commer ce and
connectivity. A substantial portion of the State of

Al aska does not have the road infrastructure to
facilitate the transport of freight and the novenent
of people. Furthernore, coastal and river communities
in Western, Central, and Northern Alaska |ose their
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marine transportation alternative during the 5 to 8
nonths of wnter ice conditions. These communities
then are solely dependent on air transportation for
travel, goods and energency services for a substanti al
part of the year.

Furthernore, there is a large nunber of Al askans that

own and fly airplanes. Indeed, Al aska has the highest
percentage of general aviation users per capita in the
United States. General aviation users depend on FAA

flight service stations to inform them of runway
cl osures and conflicting runway traffic.

FAA flight service stations are essential for the
continued safety and dependability of Alaska' s vital

air transportation network. Both comercial and
private pilots are totally reliant on the expertise
and conpetence of FAA' s flight service personnel. The

state of Alaska has over 180 airports that depend on
flight service stations for weather wupdates, runway
conditions, and assistance with safe air travel.

| respectfully urge your support for this resolution
hel ping to ensure the safety of air travel in Al aska.

Nunber 0179

REPRESENTATI VE MASEK inquired as to why SJR 14 was introduced
She asked if the FAA is planning on closing sone of the flight
service stations in Al aska.

MR HARRIS noted that over the years a few flight service
stations have been closed. An individual, Phil Brown (ph),
affiliated with the FAA fight service stations contacted Senator
A son and informed himthat there is the potential for cuts.

Nunmber 0256

CHAIR HOLM related his understanding that there are discussions
regardi ng conbi ning sone airports. Therefore, he inquired as to
how [the flight service stations] would enter into that
di al ogue.

MR HARRIS clarified that flight service stations aren't at

every airport, rather they are <centrally organized. For
exanple, nmuch of western Alaska is coordinated through a flight
service station in Kenai. M. Harris related that the concern
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isn't necessarily the maintenance of each runway, but rather

nmerely maintaining the services. One of the great services
these flight service stations provide is the ability for pilots
to call in and find out runway conditions. In further response

to Chair Holm M. Harris explained that a flight service
station isn't necessarily a runway or airport |anding, but
rather a building staffed wth individuals who track the
conditions of all the runways.

Nunber 0415

REPRESENTATI VE STEPOVICH asked if the flight service stations
have satellite correspondence to track weat her

MR. HARRI S answered that he believes the flight service stations
woul d have the sane access as anyone would through the Internet.
He explained that when there is construction on a runway, the
construction conpany has to file daily plans and announcenents
with the flight service station regarding construction and
runway damage.

Number 0498

REPRESENTATI VE KOHRI NG noved to report SJR 14 out of committee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
not es. There being no objection, SIR 14 was reported from the
House Transportation Standing Committee.

ADJ OQURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Transportation Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 1:45
p. m
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