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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-6, SIDE A
Number 0001

CHAIR JIM HOLM <called the House Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 1:33 p.m Representati ves Hol m
Masek, Stepovich, QOgg, and Kapsner were present at the call to
order.

HB 327- PONERS/ DUTI ES DOTPF

CHAI R HOLM announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 327, "An Act relating to the powers and duties of
the Departnment of Transportation and Public Facilities; and
repealing a requirenent that public facilities conply wth
energy standards adopted by the Departnent of Transportation and
Public Facilities."

CHAIR HOLM clarified that the [proposed conmttee substitute
(CS), labeled 23-LS1135\H, Uernmohle, 2/17/04,] was being
di scussed.

Number 0080

TODD LARKIN, Staff to Representative Jim Holm Alaska State
Legi slature, presented HB 327 on behalf of Representative Holm
sponsor. M. Larkin, paraphrasing from the sponsor statenent,
st at ed:

HB 327 is being brought forward at the suggestion of
DOT [ Departnent of Transportation & Public Facilities
(DOT&PF)] and the attorney general's office to clean
up old statute, which is now - and really always has
been - obsol ete. A situation has developed in rural
Al aska where a bridge is being held up because of an
oversi ght by state governnent.

In ... 1977, the then-governor wote ... Executive
Order nunber 39, Section 2, creating the Al aska
Transportation [Planning] Council, anong other things.
It directed the comm ssioner of DOI to consult wth
this council on all annual transportation projects.
Proj ects were not supposed to nove forward w thout the
recommendati on of the council being considered.

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE - 2- February 19, 2004



Unfortunately, C t he t hen- gover nor and t he
succeedi ng governors failed to appoint nenbers to this

council, so it never cane into physical existence.
Therefore, there's no one to consider the opinions of
DOT. In our fervor to conply with many ... federal
requirenents in getting our roads, ... the state

converted their attention to conplying wth
federal requirenents to get our projects done.

This sonmewhat fell by the wayside because it was
outside of the legislative process by executive order

- by failure of action to actually ... arrive in
statute. It was just sonmewhat ignored.
Nunber 0302

MR. LARKIN directed attention to Section 2 [subsection (a), page
3, lines 29-31, and page 4, lines 1-5], which read:

(a) The comm ssioner shall devel op [ANNUALLY] a
conprehensive, internodal, I|ong-range transportation
plan for the state. In developing and revising the
state plan, the comm ssioner shall consider neans and
costs of inproving existing nodes and facilities,
state and federal subsidies, and the <costs [AND
BENEFI TS] of new transportation nodes and facilities.
[ THE COWM SSI ONER SHALL ALSO CONSI DER THE
RECOMVENDATI ON  OF THE ALASKA TRANSPORTATI ON PLANNI NG
COUNCIL.] The plan shall be submitted to the governor
for review and approval and submitted by the governor
to the |l egislature.

MR. LARKIN brought attention to [page 3, |ines 30-31, and page
4, lines 1-2], the language that directs the comm ssioner to
study the costs and benefits of new transportation nodes and
facilities, and he said [ DOT&PF] would speak to the
ram fications of that |anguage and why that portion of the
statute is inpractical. He noted that although the Al aska
Transportation [Pl anning] Council exists in statute, the counci

itself does not exist; there's nobody to consult with and no
reconmendations. He said that litigation has been brought forth

because of this oversight, and it is likely there will be nore
litigation in the future. M. Larkin said every project in the
state will be dramatically affected by this, and rural projects
will be even nore affected by things |ike the cost benefit

study, if it were to remain in statute.
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MR. LARKIN said the requirenents to [conduct annual studies] are
bei ng changed so [studies are conducted] "periodically" at the
di scretion of the conm ssioner, because annual requirenents are
cost prohibitive He said the requirenent to study alternative
fuel has been expanded to include all alternative fuel. M.
Larkin noted that the other changes are "house-cleaning
neasures.” He explained that the requirenent for DOT&PF to keep
school bui | di ngs in conpliance wth energy performance
standards, which was originally established in 1977, is being
changed so | ocal school districts [assune that responsibility].

CHAIR HOLM asked if the change is being nade because the schoo
districts are truly responsible for that and should be given
that authority and responsibility.

MR. LARKIN, in response, said exactly.

Nunmber 0548

REPRESENTATI VE STEPOVI CH asked if this pertains to all DOT&PF
facilities.

Nunber 0620

CHAIR HOLM stated that he would like DOI&F to have tinme to
participate, and for the bill to have proper hearing. [HB 327
was hel d over.]

ADJ OURNNMVENT

The House Transportation Standing Comrmittee neeting was recessed

at approximately 1:53 p.m wuntil February 24, 2004, at 1:30 p.m
[ The nmeeting was never reconvened. ]
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