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COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVI EW OF KNI K ARM BRI DGE AND TOLL AUTHORI TY

CO CHAIR JOHN CONDERY convened the Joint neeting of the Senate
and House Transportation Standing Conmittees at 2:00 p.m
Present were Senators Wgoner, Therriault, Lincoln, dson, and
Co-Chair Cowdery and Representatives Kohring, Msek, (Qgg,
St epovich, and Chair Holm Al so present was Senator G een.
[ Senator Therriault and Representative Kohring arrived while the
meeting was in progress.|

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON
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GEORGE P. WUERCH, Chairman, Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority
(KABATA), gave a PowerPoint presentation entitled, “The New Knik
Arm Bridge Project.” He told the conmmttee that KABATA s seven-
menber board s conprised of hinself [George Werch] as
Chai rman, Vice Chairman Darci e Sal non, Dave Haugen, Senator Lyda
Green, Representative Bill Stoltze, Comm ssioner Bill Corbus,
and Commi ssioner Mke Barton; the board has hired Henry Springer
as the Executive Director. M. Werch addressed the “who, what,
where, and when” of KABATA, and offered a historical perspective
- from 1955 to the present. He noted that although there are
many toll authorities in the Lower 48, this would be the first
one in Al aska. He expl ained that the project bridges the Knik
Arm by connecting the Port of Anchorage to the Matanuska- Susitna
Borough’s Port MacKenzie; it wuses existing roads and wll be
railroad conpati bl e.

CO CHAIR COWNDERY questioned whether railroad tolls would be
char ged.

MR. WUERCH replied that this m ght be possible. In response to
a comment from Co-Chair Cowdery, he explained that because of
the [US. ] Ar Forces concern, and because of cost, the
bridge’ s elevation would be kept low. In response to a question
from Representative Stepovich, he said the length of the bridge
woul d be about 2.3 mles; however the section on supports would
be about 7,000 feet. He said the [U. S. Arny] Corps of ENngineers
(USACE) at the world-renown Waterways Experinental Station in
Vi cksburg, M ssissippi, has been <consulted and has built
tabl etop nodels for the project.

SENATOR LI NCOLN asked if other options for the location of the
bri dge have been consi dered.

MR. WUERCH responded that alternatives were being considered and
that this |ocation had not been finalized.

CO CHAIR WAGONER asked if consideration had been given to
experinmenting with tide-generated hydroel ectric power.

MR. WJERCH responded that there were problens from the sedi nent
load from three glacial rivers, and that further exploration
woul d be taken up by the engineers.

MR. WJERCH sunmarized that construction would take about three
years, design would take about one year, “permtting - who
knows” and funding was from the TEA-21. He said there is about
$5 mllion dollars on the table in the Omibus Appropriations
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Bill, and also nentioned that as a public corporation, the
authority can sell revenue bonds. In response to a question
from Co-Chair Cowdery, he said KABATA would try to use the
existing [Draft] EIS and that the estimated cost ranged from
$400 mllion on the low end to a probable $800 mllion at the
high end. He said that a request will be submtted to Congress
for $100 mllion per year for six years and that KABATA wi |

probably have to cone up with a match of $54 nmillion — nine
percent - which is do-able because of the toll capability. He
noted that because building wll be done on state |and, the
state will get credit for donating the right-of-way.

MR. WUERCH nentioned design constraints such as river, tide, ice
fl ows and seisnc. He also spoke to environnental
considerations involved with the project. He told the commttee
that the goal was to build this project wthout asking for
general fund nonies, and to have the toll pay for the operation
and nmai ntenance (O&V) costs; the O&M cost is about $1.5 million
per year. He said that the mlitary struggles for space in the
port of Anchorage and that the bridge s inmediate benefit woul d
be to reduce the convoy’'s estinmated two-hours of travel tine to
get to the other side, by connecting two ports that are within
conveni ent driving distance from each other.

SENATOR LI NCOLN asked about selling land for devel opnent, and
questioned future gromh that is envisioned for the area.

DARCI E SALMON, Vice Chairnman, KABATA, answered that this would
all ow Anchorage to have two ways out and would allow the city to
grow and prosper.

MR. WUERCH responded to further questions from commttee nenbers
regardi ng engi neering concerns, |and devel opnment, and the use of

automatic scanners by toll authorities. In conclusion, he said
that the presentation would be available to any organi zati on and
that additional infornation was available on the website,

www. kni kar nbri dge. com

CO CHAIR CONDERY stated that consideration was being given to
hol ding a hearing on this project in Anchorage.

ADJ QURNVENT
There being no further business to conme before the conmttee,

the Joint House and Senate Transportation Conmmttees adjourned
at 2:52 p.m

JT. S/IH TRA COW TTEES - 3- January 20, 2004



NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the Senate Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (mailing address), (907) 465-2870, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the 23rd Al aska State
Legislature, this information may be obtained by contacting the
Legi sl ative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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