ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE TRANSPORTATI ON STANDI NG COMM TTEE
May 8, 2003
2:03 p.m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Representative JimHol m Co-Chair
Representati ve Beverly Masek, Co-Chair
Representati ve Hugh Fate
Representative Vic Kohring
Representati ve Dan (Ogg

MVEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Mary Kapsner
Representative Al bert Kookesh

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 71(TRA)
"An Act relating to funding for transportation projects; and
providing for an effective date."”

- MOVED CSSB 71(TRA) QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO 301

"An Act establishing the Knik Arm Bridge and Toll Authority and
relating to that authority; and providing for an effective
date."

- MOVED CSHB 301(TRA) OUT OF COWM TTEE

HOUSE Bl LL NO. 217

"An Act relating to driving while under the influence of an
al coholic beverage, inhalant, or controlled substance and to
presunptions arising from the anount of alcohol in a person's
breath or bl ood; and providing for an effective date.”

- HEARD AND HELD
PREVI QUS ACTI ON
BILL: SB 71

SHORT TI TLE: TRANSPORTATI ON ENHANCENMENT PRQJECTS
SPONSOR(S):  SENATOR(S) STEVENS B

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE -1- May 8, 2003



Jrn-Dat e
02/ 18/ 03

02/ 18/ 03
02/ 27/ 03
02/ 27/ 03

02/ 27/ 03
02/ 28/ 03

02/ 28/ 03
02/ 28/ 03
02/ 28/ 03
03/11/03

03/11/03

03/ 12/ 03
03/12/03

03/12/03
03/12/03
03/13/03
03/13/03
03/13/03
03/13/03

03/ 13/ 03

03/17/03

03/17/03
03/17/03

03/17/03

03/18/03
03/18/03
03/ 18/ 03
03/19/03

03/ 19/ 03
03/ 19/ 03
03/ 20/ 03

04/ 01/ 03

HOUSE TRA COW TTEE

Jrn- Page
0204

0204

0295

0295
0295
0295

0467
0467

0467
0467
0491
0491
0492
0492

0492
0519

0519
0519

0519

0539
0539
0539
0576

0576
0596
0603

(S)

(S)
(S)
(S)

(S)
(S)

(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)

(S)

Action
READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS
TRA, FIN
TRA AT 1: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
Moved CSSB 71(TRA) Qut of
Commttee
M NUTE( TRA)
TRA RPT CS 3DP 1NR 1AM NEW
TI TLE
DP: COADERY, OLSON, WAGONER;
NR: THERRI AULT; AM LI NCOLN
FN1: ZERQ( DOT)
FIN AT 9: 00 AM SENATE FI NANCE
532
Moved CSSB 71(TRA) Qut of
Comm ttee
M NUTE( FI N)
FIN RPT CS(TRA) 2DP 5NR
DP: W LKEN, STEVENS B; NR:
GREEN,
TAYLOR, HOFFMAN, QOLSON, BUNDE
FN1: ZERQ( DOT)
RULES TO CALENDAR 3/13/2003
READ THE SECOND TI ME
TRA CS ADOPTED UNAN CONSENT
ADVANCE TO 3RD READI NG FAI LED
Y12 N7 El
ADVANCED TO THI RD READI NG
3/ 17 CALENDAR
READ THE THI RD Tl ME CSSB
71( TRA)
PASSED Y11 N7 E2
EFFECTI VE DATE(S) ADOPTED Y18
N E2
LI NCOLN NOTI CE OF
RECONSI DERATI ON
RECONSI DERATI ON NOT TAKEN UP
TRANSM TTED TO (H)
VERSI ON: CSSB 71( TRA)
READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS
TRA
CROSS SPONSOR(S): LYNN
CROSS SPONSOR( S) : ROKEBERGH1,
STOLTZE#2
TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

May 8, 2003



04/ 01/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard
04/ 02/ 03 0748 (H) FI N REFERRAL ADDED AFTER TRA
04/ 03/ 03 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17
04/ 03/ 03 (H) Heard & Hel d

M NUTE( TRA)
05/ 08/ 03 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17
BILL: HB 301

SHORT TI TLE: KNI K ARM BRI DGE AND TOLL AUTHORI TY
SPONSOR(S): RLS BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

Jrn-Date Jrn- Page Action

05/ 06/ 03 1354 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS

05/ 06/ 03 1354 (H) TRA, FIN

05/ 06/ 03 1354 (H FN1: ( DOT)

05/ 06/ 03 1354 (H GOVERNOR S TRANSM TTAL LETTER

05/ 06/ 03 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

05/ 06/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard --

05/ 08/ 03 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

BILL: HB 217

SHORT TI TLE: DUl : LOWER BAC | F PREVI QUS CONVI CTI ON
SPONSCR( S) : REPRESENTATI VE( S) WEYHRAUCH

Jrn-Date Jrn- Page Action

03/ 26/ 03 0641 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS

03/ 26/ 03 0641 (H TRA, JUD

03/ 26/ 03 0641 (H REFERRED TO TRANSPORTATI ON

04/ 15/ 03 (H) TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 15/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard

04/ 24/ 03 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

04/ 24/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard --

05/ 06/ 03 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

05/ 06/ 03 (H Schedul ed But Not Heard --

05/ 08/ 03 (H TRA AT 1:30 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

JOHN MacKI NNON, Deputy Commissioner of Hi ghways & Public
Facilities

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF)

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented sponsor statenent for HB 301.
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to Representative Bruce Weyhrauch

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented HB 217 on behalf of the bill's
sponsor, Representative Bruce Wyhrauch

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 03-21, SIDE A
Number 0001

CO CHAI R BEVERLY MASEK call ed the House Transportation Standing
Commttee neeting to order at 2:03 p.m Represent ati ves Masek
Holm Fate, and Kohring were present at the call to order.
Representative QOgg arrived as the neeting was in progress.

SB  71- TRANSPORTATI ON ENHANCEMENT PRQIECTS

CO- CHAI R MASEK announced that the first order of business would
be CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 71(TRA), "An Act relating to funding
for transportation projects; and providing for an effective
date."

Number 0053

CO CHAIR MASEK noted that the bill would place in statute the 4
percent required [maximun] level of funding for TRAAK [Trails
and Recreation Access for Alaska] prograns. She said she felt
this was setting a bad precedent because TRAAK funding is of
benefit to many areas in the state. She stated that there is no
doubt that support is needed in the state where there is no road
or highway access, and TRAAK fundi ng provides good support for
comunities with trails and quality-of-life additions. Havi ng
said that, she asked for the wi shes of the conmttee.

Number 0090

CO- CHAIR HOLM noved to report CSSB 71(TRA) out of commttee with
i ndi vidual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal note.
There being no objection, CSSB 71(TRA) was reported from the
House Transportation Standing Committee.

HB 301- KNI K ARM BRI DGE AND TOLL AUTHORITY

Nunmber 0166
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CO CHAI R MASEK announced that the next order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 301, "An Act establishing the Knik Arm Bridge
and Toll Authority and relating to that authority; and providing
for an effective date."

CO CHAIR MASEK referred to a letter from Mayor Dal e Adans of the
Cty of Houston in which he expressed his support of building
the bridge over Knik Arm but noted that he couldn't support
paying toll wthout know ng what the cost per trip would be; he
al so wondered whether yearly passes wuld be available to
commut er s.

Number 0183

JOHN  MacKI NNON, Deputy Comm ssi oner, H ghways & Public
Facilities, Ofice of t he Comm ssi oner, Depar t ment of
Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF), ©provided the
sponsor statenent for HB 301 [which was sponsored by the House
Rules Standing Conmittee by request of the governor] and
provi ded the follow ng testinony:

The bill establishes an independent authority to build
and operate a toll bridge over Knik Arm The
authority would be able to receive federal nopney and
i ssue revenue bonds to finance the toll bridge and its
appurtenant facilities. The authority would design

construct, and operate the bridge and associate
facilities.

It would be a public corporation that, although an
instrunment of the state wthin the Departnent of
Transportation & Public Facilities, wuld have a
separate, independent |egal existence from the state.
The revenue of the authority would not beconme part of
the general fund, and the property of the authority
woul d be exenpt fromtaxation

MR. MacKI NNON cont i nued:

This bill establishes a three-person board to govern
the authority. The commi ssioners of revenue and
transportation would serve on the board, along with a
menber of the public appointed by the governor for a
five-year term

The construction of the Knik Arm Bridge is a
cornerstone of the governor's public transportation
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devel opment pl an. The bridge would unite Anchorage
and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough to enable a
t remendous anount of growth throughout the area.

MR. MacKI NNON responded to the questions posed by the mayor of
Houston regarding the cost of the toll and said that because the
project is just beginning, it's premature to determ ne the cost
of the toll at this point. Regarding obtaining a yearly pass, a
variety of options need to be |looked at in order to nake that
convenient for the public.

CO CHAIR MASEK asked why there were only three nenbers on the
board governing the authority - one conmm ssioner from the
[ Depart nent of Revenue], one from DOT&PF, and one public nenber.

MR.  MacKINNON responded that it had been determned that
involving a fewer nunber of ©people would facilitate an
efficiently run board due to the ease of the decision-neking
process. He commented that the |egislature has sone oversight
of the board by virtue of confirmng the positions of the
conmm ssioners of the Departnent of Revenue and DOT&PF.

CO CHAI R MASEK expressed concern over the choice the governor
m ght make in appointing the public nmenber, noting that the
project is an inportant cornerstone for the Matanuska-Susitna
("Mat-Su") Bor ough; she enphasized her concern for fair
representation.

Nunmber 0460

MR.  MacKINNON responded that the three-nenber board |imts
representation. He rem nded the commttee that the bridge was
one of three mmjor projects that the governor nmentioned in his
"state of the state" address, and therefore, anything that would
speed up the process of getting the project underway and
conpleted would be consistent with the governor's goal. He
added that an independent authority helps to achieve that
because the focus is on one particul ar project.

COCHAIR HOLM asked, in the context of reflecting upon the
financing of the Al aska Railroad, whether there was any
provi sion included that addressed the return of excess revenue,
if there was any, back to the state.

MR. MacKINNON replied that he didn't believe there was such a

provi sion. He said he thought the intent of the authority was
first to focus on building the project and then to operate the
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proj ect. He indicated that the tolls would be used for two
t hi ngs: to pay for any debt that needs to be retired and al so
to maintain the project. He said his understanding was that the
project's focus was not on its being a noneymaking facility.

COCHAIR HOLM asked if the intent was for this project to pay
for itself.

MR MacKI NNON confirned that this was so.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE commented on the size of the board, offering
his opinion that with a small board conposed of two technical
menbers, those two nenbers would probably overpower the
know edge and actions of the one public nenber. He asked if
there had been any discussion of raising the nunber of nenbers
on the board to five instead of three.

VR. Mac KI NNON of fered to t ake t hat concern to t he
adm ni strati on.

Nunmber 0685

REPRESENTATI VE OGG asked if there was famliarity with other
bridge authorities that could serve as nodels.

MR. MacKINNON said he didn't know if other toll bridges - such
as the bridge at Chesapeake Bay or other bridge authorities -
had been exam ned, but told the conmttee that HB 301 was
nodeled on a simlar bill that had been proposed several years
ago. He said that he thought the authority would evolve as
needed in order to acconplish the intended goal.

REPRESENTATI VE OGG followed up on Representative Fate's concern
regarding the nunber of nenbers on the board. He said in
consideration of the bridge connecting Anchorage and the WMat-Su
Bor ough, perhaps the governor would consider appointing the
mayor or the designee from each nunicipality, as a way of adding
a helpful elenment to the constitution of the board.

CO- CHAIR MASEK said she would entertain a friendly amendnent
that woul d increase the nenbership of the board.

Number 0790
REPRESENTATI VE FATE noved to adopt Conceptual Amendnent 1. The

anendnent refers to page 2, lines 9-12, and would add: "(4) to
add two new nenbers, at the discretion of the governor".
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REPRESENTATI VE OGG asked if these [two new nenbers] would be
publ i c nenbers.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE clarified that Conceptual Anendnent 1 would
i ncrease the nunber of nenbers on the board to five nenbers and
| eaves the determnation of those nenbers up to the discretion
of the governor. He suggested that a five-nenber board woul d
not run as great of a risk of collusion as would a three-nenber
boar d.

CO CHAI R MASEK asked if Conceptual Anmendnent 1 was to read [page
2, lines 12 and 13], "three public nenbers, appointed by the
governor, who are state residents and United States citizens".

REPRESENTATI VE FATE responded that he wasn't necessarily in
favor of having three public nenbers. He said that on a board
of three, two of those nenbers would be very know edgeabl e; they
woul d either be engineers or people with technical know edge.
He stated that it doesn't make sense to have three nontechnica

people on a five-nmenber board. He suggested that rather than
speci fying three public nenbers, the specifics should be left to
the discretion of the governor. He put forth the |[|anguage:

"two nore nenbers, appointed at the discretion of the governor".
He enphasized that he didn't want to overweigh the board wth
nont echni cal peopl e.

COCHAIR HOLM said he thought it was very inportant that the
i nvol ved boroughs have representation on the board and,
therefore, that the board be conposed of nenbership that was
behol den to the people of the Anchorage and Mat-Su areas.

Number 1103

REPRESENTATI VE FATE suggested that this could be [considered as]
an anendnent to the anendnent.

Nunmber 1124

REPRESENTATI VE OGG offered an anmendnment to the amendnent that
one nenber would be the mayor or the designee from the WMat-Su
Bor ough, and anot her nenber would be the mayor or designee from
Anchor age.

Nunber 1150
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REPRESENTATI VE FATE objected for purposes of discussion, saying
that the geographic positioning seenmed w se, but offered that he
was bothered by the idea of having the board be conposed of
generalists.

CO CHAI R HOLM suggested accessi ng sonebody from AVMATS [ Anchor age
Metropolitan Area Transportation Study] to be on the board.

CO- CHAIR MASEK suggested the consideration of the borough
manager or del egate.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE concurred that this suggestion was a nore
| i kel y choi ce.

REPRESENTATI VE OGG said he didn't have a problem changing the
friendly amendnent to the anendnent so that it would specify the
manager or the nmanager's designee of the WMat-Su Borough;
however, he suggested keeping Anchorage's position as the nmayor
or the mayor's designee. He referred to the |anguage [page 2,
lines 9-11] "or the comm ssioner's designee", saying that he was
interested in being consistent with that |anguage.

MR, MacKINNON referred to a discussion of the summary of the
Departnment of Law s (DOL's) draft that determ nes the make-up of
the board. He said that the original draft received by the DOL
added two nonvoting, ex-officio nmenbers to the board: the mayors
of the Minicipality of Anchorage and the Mat-Su Borough. The
[DOL's] governnental affairs section strongly advocated agai nst
this in order to preserve the governor's strong powers of
appoi ntment and executive branch control, and to avoid potentia
problens of the board' s future function. In its place, the
statute includes a requirenent to coordinate wth the two
mayors.

CO CHAIR MASEK expressed appreciation of the admnistration's
point of view, however, she said that the comrmttee's concerns
regardi ng the conposition of the board were valid as wel|.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE said this project would be a nuch bigger
project than the Anchorage airport, noting that there was quite
an overrun at the airport. He told the conmttee that w thout
the aforenmenti oned coordination, in addition to there needing to
be a very tight board to oversee and discuss the project, there
woul d be too nmuch room for error with only three board nenbers,
one of whom would be a public nenber. He said that a strong
liability would be placed on their shoulders to discern how to
come to grips with any overruns, should sonething go wong. He
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said he felt that it was not a good nove by the DOL to reduce
t he board' s nenbership.

REPRESENTATI VE OGG said he felt strongly that the board shoul d
contain a community connection and urged nenbers to support the
friendly anendnment to the amendnent.

Number 1444

CO CHAI R MASEK asked if there was any objection to the amendnent
to Conceptual Anendnent 1. There being none, the anendnent to
Conceptual Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

Nunmber 1458

CO- CHAIR MASEK asked if there was any objection to adopting
Conceptual Amendnent 1, as anended. There being none, it was so
or der ed.

REPRESENTATI VE FATE said he hoped this would be carried and
hoped there would be a rigorous discussion on "this item today,"
saying that the intent was not to harm the project or the
authority, and that it could always be "anended back." He said
this was anmended in good faith, wth sone real concerns
regardi ng the size of the board and the outcone of that size.

MR, MacKINNON replied that he would carry this back [to the
adm nistration] and reiterated that there had been a five-nmenber
board in the original draft and that "what canme out of the
Department of Law was sonewhat different.”

CO CHAI R MASEK asked if anyone else wished to testify, and then
cl osed public testinony.

Nunber 1546

REPRESENTATI VE KOHRI NG noved to report HB 301, as anended, out
of comittee W th i ndi vi dual reconmendat i ons and t he
acconpanying fiscal note. There being no objection, CSHB

301(TRA) was reported from the House Transportation Standing
Commi ttee.

HB 217-DU : LONER BAC I F PREVI QUS CONVI CTI1 ON

CO- CHAI R MASEK announced that the final order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO. 217, "An Act relating to driving while under
the influence of an alcoholic beverage, inhalant, or controlled
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substance and to presunptions arising fromthe anount of al cohol
in a person's breath or blood; and providing for an effective
date. ™

Number 1582

LI NDA SYLVESTER, Staff to Representative Bruce Weyhrauch, Al aska
State Legislature, provided the following testinony as the
sponsor statenent for HB 217 on behalf of Representative
Weyhrauch, sponsor:

The bill that 1is under consideration before you
proposes to | ower the blood al cohol content for repeat
DU [driving under the influence] offenders from the
current level of 0.08 to O0.04. This bill is a
priority of Mdthers Against Drunk Drivers, and it's an
inportant piece of the crimnal justice systems
approach to prosecuting drunk drivers and keeping our
roads safe. I want to enphasize that this is a snall
step and it wll not overburden the crimnal justice
systemor the courts with an influx of new arrests.

Just an asi de: once this legislation was introduced,
| got a nunber of phone calls from the departnents

asking what the sponsor's intent of the |egislation
was. They were concerned that we were hoping that it
would do a |ot. | enphasized to them that we thought
that we consider this legislation to be simlar to an
aggravating factor in sentencing; it's just sonething
that is a very small step.

Right now, if a police officer pulls soneone over, if
t hey have probable cause to consider that this person
m ght be inpaired in their driving, they pull him over
and then they take a breathalyzer test in the field,
again, if they have probable cause. If it's real |ow,
if it's 0.08, for exanple, the person mght be
arrested - chances are would be arrested - and then
they're taken to the stationhouse and they take
anot her Dbreathalyzer test at the stationhouse. My
understanding is, that's the test that is used by the
prosecution and the defense in crimnal prosecution.
If it's marginal, if it's just under or around O0.08,
there's a chance that the prosecutor won't take the
case because they are necessarily limted by resources
and they want to take the w nning cases the distance.
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Wth this |aw enacted, those marginal cases wll be
better bets for the prosecutor to prosecute.

Nunmber 1681
M5. SYLVESTER testified:

In 1999, Alaska led the nation in highway accidents in

whi ch al cohol was a factor. Forty out of seventy-six
accidents that year involved alcohol, which is about
53 percent. Statistically, on a nationw de |evel,

approximately one-third of all DU convictions each
year are repeat offenders. A 1994 study found that
fatally injured drivers involved in alcohol-related
accidents were eight tinmes nore likely to have had a
prior DU conviction in the [preceding] five years.

Drivers with DU convictions whose |icenses have been
reinstated are six to ten tinmes nore likely than
drivers the sane age and gender to be arrested for a
DU or be involved in a crash the year following their
rei nstatenent. Over and over, the nunbers show that
there is no doubt, repeat DU offenders are over
represented in alcohol-related fatal crashes.

M5. SYLVESTER testified:

The question that HB 217 poses is, "How nany bites of
the apple do you give the drinking drivers who are
extrenely high-risk drivers?” And then the question
is, "Does it make sense to hold repeat DU offenders
to the sanme standards as people who are receiving

their original citation for that [offense]?" Thi s
bill is not zero tol erance. It's just a sinple tool
that gives the prosecutors nore |leeway in prosecuting
cases that are borderline. Ils it fair? s it
draconi an? That's the question that we'll be
addressing at tabl e. Before you make that
determ nation, consider that these people are high-
risk and that it's the second and the repeat
of fenders, statistically, that are on the roads that
are doing the Kkilling. Incidentally, you'll have a

first-tinme DU offender in a fatal accident, but
statistically it's the repeats, and that's why these
peopl e are bei ng targeted.
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COCHAIR HOLM referred to information included in the commttee
packet and asked why the lower limt of 0.05 was used by Mdthers
Against Drunk Drivers (MADD) and the AMA [Anmerican Medical
Associ ation], whereas the bill refers to the anmount of 0.04
percent .

M5. SYLVESTER responded that MADD recommended O0.05 and that
there are six states that have a |lower BAC [blood alcohol
concentration] level for second of fenses.

COCHAIR HOLM interjected that the data indicates that MADD
supports 0.05 as a BAC limt. He asked, "Do you know how nuch
al cohol needs to be consunmed - one beer, one drink, whatever -
to get to .047?"

MS. SYLVESTER responded that she was simlarly intrigued by that
guestion and determined that after drinking 2 1/2 glasses of
wine [wthin an hour, her] BAC | evel was at 0.04 [percent].

CO CHAIR HOLM commented that this anmount was perhaps indicative
of a low netabolic rate, as it was his understanding that 0.08
was reached as the result of drinking two beers. He suggested
that additional nedical expertise was desirable to provide
further information, saying that he was fearful that this was

"draconian.” He pointed out that it's one issue "if we're to be
agai nst al cohol conpletely, but if we say that it mtigates the
ability of sonebody at 0.04 to nmke good judgnments driving, |I'm

certainly not an expert, but | question the nunber.”
Number 1918

REPRESENTATIVE FATE said he had heard the sane argunent
regarding setting the limt at 0.01, 0.08, and now with O0.04.
He said he agreed with Co-Chair Holm and didn't question the
intent of getting drunk drivers off the road; however, he was
concerned with "where social engineering stops and where the
real worth of this type of legislation begins.” He said that
"we are currently on the knife's edge of social engineering” and
that he didn't believe that it was his responsibility to do
"social engineering in these halls."” He stated that he wasn't
supportive of HB 217.

M5. SYLVESTER of fered background information on the origination
of the legislation and told the commttee that in the 1980s,

Mai ne had an extrenely high rate of DU deaths. In 1988, the
state was the first to institute a rate of 0.05 for second and
subsequent of f enses. Five years later, the results were that
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the death rate for DU accidents was reduced by 25 percent.
During the sane tinme period, the rates in other New England
states had increased by 46 percent. In 1995, Maine instituted
zero tolerance for convicted offenders. M. Sylvester said that
HB 217 isn't zero tolerance, but it does have a track record
indicative of lives that could be saved.

CO- CHAIR HOLM responded that while "statistics sonetines lie,"
these statistics would "bear out what you' re saying" because
times have changed and now, for exanple, there are designated
drivers, which didn't used to exist as such. He said he wasn't
sure that the correlation could be drawn that "because we don't
tolerate 0.05, therefore it relates directly to a |essening of
peopl e dying."

CO CHAIR HOLM continued that before voting on HB 217, he would
want to know the nedical truth, for exanple, of what a 165-pound
man, with a normal netabolism would have to drink to reach
| evel s of 0.04 or 0.05. He opined he didn't want to be onerous
to the extent that "sonebody goes to a softball gane, has a
couple of beers, and can't drive hone." He pointed out that one
issue would be to argue that nobody should ever drink a beer.
He noted that he doesn't drink and that teetotalers are fine,
but he wasn't supportive of the idea of engineering |aws so that
this would be determned by the state, adding that this would
not be sendi ng an appropri ate nessage.

CO CHAI R MASEK noted that |egislation had previously been passed
to conply with the federal |evel of 0.08. She thought that
according to the Departnment of Public Safety, the program had

been doing well and there had been trenendous inprovenents
regardi ng drinking-and-driving statistics, with the levels at
0. 08. She told the commttee that she shared the concerns of

Co-Chair Holm and Representative Fate of changing the level to
0.04, and that this was "getting intrusive."

Nunber 2169

CO CHAIR MASEK ascertained that there was no further testinony
on HB 217, and said that in light of the concerns brought up by
commttee nenbers, HB 217 would be held over

ADJ OQURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Transportation Standing Commttee neeting was adjourned at 2:47
p. m
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