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Representative JimHolm Vice Chair
Representative Bob Lynn

Represent ati ve Paul Seaton
Representati ve Max G uenberg
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Representati ve John Coghill
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COWM TTEE CALENDAR
OVERVI EW DEPARTMENT OF PUBLI C SAFETY

[ For the regular neeting mnutes, see the 8:02 a.m mnutes for
this date.]

TAPES
04- 15, SIDE(S) A

CHAIR BRUCE WEYHRAUCH called the neeting of the House State
Affairs Standing Conmttee back to order at 9:07 a.m Pr esent
were Representatives Holm Lynn, Seat on, G uenber g, and
Weyhr auch.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

CHAI R WVEYHRAUCH i ntroduced Comm ssioner WIIliam Tandeske of the
Al aska Departnent of Public Safety. Chair Weyhrauch noted that
the House State Affairs Standing Commttee has jurisdiction over
the Departnent of Public Safety; each year the comittee
requests that the conmm ssioner update the nenbers and the
general public of the departnment's activities.

COWMM SSI ONER TANDESKE i ntroduced the follow ng enployees of the
Department of Public Safety: Ted Bachmann, Deputy Comm ssi oner,
Ofice of the Comm ssioner; Colonel Julia Ginmes, Drector,
Division of Alaska State Troopers; David Schade, Director,
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Division of Statew de Services; Dan Spencer, Director, D vision
of Adm nistrative Services; Gary Powell, Director State Fire
Marshall, Division of Fire Prevention; and LeeAnn Lucas, Specia
Assistant, O fice of the Conm ssioner.

COMM SSI ONER TANDESKE spoke about what the Departnent of Public
Safety has been doing since the |ast overview before the House
State Affairs Standing Committee. He referred to slides that
were made available to the commttee nenbers [included in the
conmm ttee packet]. The slides help to define what the
Departmment of Public Safety is trying to acconplish.

COWMM SSI ONER TANDESKE stated that the departnment does not limt
itself to statutory rules, but helps other |aw enforcenent
agencies in whatever way it can. He went on to say that
cooperation with |ocal agencies is paranount. The depart nment
stands ready to take care of issues for other |aw enforcenent
agenci es when individual agencies nmay not have the resources to
handl e certain activities thensel ves.

COWM SSI ONER TANDESKE assured the commttee the departnent is
interested in being successful in the long termw th the present
reorgani zati on pl an. Fi scal functions have been centralized. A
Division of Statewi de Services exists. These are long-term
functions of the Departnment of Public Safety and are being given
special attention by the departnent.

REPRESENTATI VE HOLM in response to further discussion, stated
he has a problem wth the nerger of the |aw enforcenent
divisions of the Al aska Departnent of Fish & Gane and the
Department of Public Safety.

COWM SSI ONER TANDESKE responded that all of these people are

fully trained, comm ssioned Alaska State Troopers - not |just
gane war dens. Under the new guidelines, a Trooper stationed at
any post can work in both capacities - as a |aw enforcenent
officer and wildlife protection officer. Thi s change has been

made to pronote efficiency.

CHAI R WEYHRAUCH asked whether an Al aska Departnment of Fish &
Game "protection officer” from Hoonah could be pulled from
hi s/ her community if there was a need for himher to do highway
patrol or a nurder investigation in another area of the state
due to a high | evel of crine.

COMM SSI ONER TANDESKE replied that the aim of the Departnment of
Public Safety in that regard is to get other tangible work
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acconplished in the periods of time when the activity is down in
some areas of the state.

COWM SSI ONER TANDESKE spoke to the simlarities in the two
divisions. He indicated that the goal is to nake optimum use of
all individuals in the Departnent of Public Safety. The
departnent has to focus on specific things it is not funded to
do. In response to questions from the commttee, Comm ssioner
Tandeske described how the departnent deals wth areas of
weakness and how it wll Dbest address its mssion and nake
optimum use of its resources. He told the commttee that his
staff was avail able to answer questions.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG nenti oned the problem of people giving
false urinalysis sanples. He said he believes that there are no
statutes prohibiting such a thing, and he wants to know if it is
easier to enforce general statutes rather than specific
statutes.

COWMW SSI ONER TANDESKE stated he would like to think about that
i ssue.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG t hanked the Fire Marshall for his help
on the carbon nonoxi de | egislation.

COWM SSI ONER TANDESKE el aborated nore thoroughly on other
aspects of the nerger, including conbining and reducing staff to
elimnate costs and increase efficiency. More resources at the
ground level were needed, and therefore, sonme upper |Ievel
positions were reclassified to troopers. Wldlife |aw
enforcenment remains a core function for the division, as well as
hi ghway safety and general |aw enforcenent. The division has
i ncreased drug and al cohol seizures up 27 percent from 2002 to
2003. A drunk driving enforcenent team has been devel oped.
Work has begun on rural public safety and enhancenents have been
made to the Village Public Safety Oficer program He also
stated that troopers have been noved throughout the state in
order to have the resources readily available when and where
they are needed in the nmgjor hubs such as Fairbanks, Pal ner, and
the Kenai area. Anchorage was excluded as it has it's own major
police departnent. The Division of Statewi de Services will be
doing all it can to support all |aw enforcenent and agencies, as
wel | as the public.

COW SSI ONER  TANDESKE, in response to a question from
Representative G uenberg, clarified that the records and
identification departnments, for exanple, listed in the Power
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Point presentation are not manned by troopers, which he
indicated neans |ess expense. He also spoke about the
reorgani zation of the Division of Fire Prevention.

MR. POAELL, in response to a question regarding the shorter life
expectancy of a firemen due to snoke inhalation and other
hazards of the job, responded that the 1issue was nore
conplicated than what could be answered in a few words, but
basically there are many reasons why people mght think that the
statenment has credence. No studies have been conducted in
Al aska to confirm or deny such a statenent. In response to a
guestion from Representative Holm regarding an ice hotel, he
explained his office is also in charge of the safety codes for
buil ding construction in the State of Al aska. An ice hotel
needs to be properly constructed even though it is not a fire
hazar d. He stated that the State of Al aska operates under the
I nternational Building Code (IBC).

MR. POVELL, in response Representative G uenberg, explained that
the reason fire trucks often respond to an energency call that
is not fire-related is because in many cases energency nedica
technicians (EMIs) and fire personnel are cross trained, and
that can be the nost efficient way to answer the call. He added
that such [dual response] doesn't happen in all parts of the
state.

COWM SSI ONER TANDESKE spoke to the fiscal year 2005 (FY 05)

budget request for 20 new trooper positions. These new
posi tions directly addr ess core m ssi ons to | ong-term
obj ecti ves. O her challenges for the departnent are honel and

security, SERT [Special Energency Response Teans], and the
probl em of | ocal funding being down.

CHAI R WEYHRAUCH spoke to the relationship between the state and
the villages that have patrol officers. He related that he has
received information via phone calls or office visits from
peopl e who are concerned that these tribal police officers think
they have police authority, but that they are not recognized by
the state as having any such authority.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expressed interest in the effect of the
passage of the conceal ed handgun permt | egislation.

COWM SSI ONER TANDESKE responded to Representative Guenberg's
comment on problens finding troopers who are willing to live in
rural areas of Alaska. He conceded it is a problem Sone areas
have subsi di zed housing in the rural areas.
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CHAI R WEYHRAUCH expressed interest in finding out what the
internal process and the public's involvenent mght be when
there is a trooper involved in a shooting - either a regular
shooting or a fatality.

COM SSI ONER TANDESKE, in response to a question from Chair
Weyhrauch, reviewed the agencies wthin the departnent. He
i ndi cated he would get back to Representative Hol mon a question
regarding whether the folks within the D vision of Statew de
Servi ces are bonded.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON requested the conmm ssioner look into fire
requi renents being inposed that mght be putting people out of
business down in the Honmer area, regarding sprinkler system
regul ati ons.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The committee took no action.
ADJ OQURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
State Affairs Standing Conmttee neeting was adjourned at 10:02
a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (nmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information may be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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