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CHAI R BRUCE WEYHRAUCH convened the neeting of the House State
Affairs Standing Conmittee at 8:01 a.m Represent ati ves
Weyhrauch and Holm were present at the call to order.
Representatives Seaton, Dahlstrom Lynn, and Berkowitz arrived
as the meeting was in progress.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

CHAI R WEYHRAUCH expl ai ned that although the public has a right
to know what is going on with homel and security, the public also
has a right to be protected. Therefore, sensitive areas
regardi ng Honmeland Security will be heard by the commttee in
Executive Session. He specified that the purpose of the hearing
is: to know what is going on with honeland security in Al aska
so that the House State Affairs Standing Conmittee can exercise
jurisdiction over mtters of state affairs and mlitary and
veterans affairs; to understand any public policy inplications
of honel and security and whether the legislature in working with
the executive branch needs to address any public policy issues
through statute or otherwi se; to eventually exercise our duty to
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review any budgetary matters that cone before the legislature in
addr essi ng honel and security.

[Presenters were asked to present only as nuch as they
reasonably can wthin their own professional ability and
discretion to provide information to the commttee knowng this
is a public neeting. Later on in executive session the
presenters will be asked to present information to the conmttee
that is sensitive.]

GENERAL CRAI G CAMPBELL, Comm ssioner Designee, Departnent of
MIlitary and Veterans Affairs, spoke briefly regarding his role
with homeland security and the seriousness of the security
threat |evel orange that the United States is under. Gener al
Canmpbel | introduced Assistant Comm ssioner Sam Johnson, the head
of the Honeland Security and Enmergency Services Division, who
will present, from the state's perspective, an infornmational
packet that the departnent has been using to evaluate how nuch
needs to be done in Alaska to protect the citizens of the state.
There is going to be an increased enphasis on the budget in
regard to honel and security.

SAM JOHNSQON, Assistant Comm ssioner, Honeland Security and
Energency Services, Departnent of MIlitary and Veterans Affairs,
presented a thorough briefing regardi ng honeland security in the
State of Al aska. The DWA is the focal point for all matters
regardi ng honel and security and protecting the citizens and key

infrastructure of the State of Al aska. Rol es of honel and
security, such as deterrence, mtigation, response and recovery,
wer e di scussed. Prioritization of the critical infrastructure
in the state has been conpleted, he related. Devel opnment of

response pr ocedur es and checklists and refining t he
di ssem nation of information to comrunities is in the scope of
t he Energency Services Division.

CAPTAIN JACK DAVIN, Chief of the Mirine Safety D vision, 17th
Coast Guard District - Juneau, reviewed the responsibilities and
duties of the US Coast Guard (USCG wth relation to honel and
security. The Honeland Security Division has grown rapidly
since [the terrorist attacks of Septenmber 11, 2001] and now the
Honel and Security Division is on the sane |level as Search and
Rescue, which is the nunber one mssion of the US Coast Guard.
Goal s of the USCG security mssion were touched upon. The US
Coast QGuard is partnered with US Custons, Immgration, and
Nat ural i zati on. Furthernore, Border Service works very closely
with the state, FBI, and many other agencies on a day-to-day
basi s. Since [the terrorist attacks of Septenber 11, 2001] the
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US Coast Guard has been participating in Operation Noble Eagle,
which is a US mlitary operation, associated wth honeland
defense and civil support to the federal, state and [ ocal
agencies in the United States.

LI EUTENANT M CHAEL PATTERSON, Deputy Director, Honel and Security
Division, US Coast CGuard - Al aska, noted that he is representing
Captain Bruce MQueen. Lt. Patterson briefly spoke about his
position and stated that he had no additional information to
provi de.

MAJOR DOUG NORRI'S, Deputy Director, Al aska State Troopers, gave
a short dissertation regarding the status of the Al aska State
Troopers as the first response group in the event of an
energency on a state or national |evel.

CAM LLE SOLEIL, Executive Director, Alaska Nurses Association,
presented to information regarding the devel opment of the Al aska
Nurse Alert System The system is designed to establish a
network of nurses; volunteers who could respond to disasters and
energencies here in Alaska including responses to natural and
manmade di sasters, acts of terror, and acts of war including
bi o-terrorism The group is partnered with the Anerican Red
Cross, Al aska Chapter, and the section of Public Health Nursing,
the Al aska Division of Public Health, and the Anchorage Medi cal

Reserve Board Departnment of Health and Human Servi ces. The
first goal of the association is to set up the Alaska Nurse
Alert System database. She nentioned the need for wvalidly
| i censed volunteers, LPNs, Registered Nurses, and Advanced Nurse
Practitioners who are wlling to respond in situations of
ener genci es. The target date for finishing the database is
March 31 of this year. Nurses statewide will be contacted and

asked for input from their areas of interest, and furthernore
the Nurses Association will train other volunteers.

M5. SOLEIL brought up the question of liability; "If a validly
| icensed volunteer participates in energency response and
participates in the way that they are instructed to do by the
organi zation that is hosting it, such as the Red Cross in
shelters or the Departnent of Public Health for immunizations;
and they fulfill their duties as they are asked to, is there a
way to get an energency liability exception for them so that
they do not have to worry about that?"

FRANK RI CHARDS, State Operations Engineer and Security Manager,

Department of Transportation & Public Facilities (DOT&PF),
expl ained how DOT&PF is involved in honeland security. The
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departnment is responsible for highways, bridges, tunnels, and
the Al aska Marine Hi ghway System Each of these individual
nodes [of transportation] has a different security nmatter. M.
Ri chards spoke about the 260 airports operated by the state,
including two international airports and 20 rural certificated
airports of which 16 of these airports require security prograns
under the Transportation Security Admnistration Regulations.
He related that there are 238 conmunity class airports, rura
airports, around the state. On the highway side there about
6,200 centerline mles of highway, 715 bridges, 602 buildings
and the Wiittier Tunnel. On the Marine H ghway side, there are
9 vessels that provide transit for passengers, freight, and
vehicles for over 3,000 mles from Bellingham Wshington, to
Dut ch Har bor. He pointed out that DOT&PF [enpl oyees] are first
responders, providing front |ine services for security. He
hi ghlighted that the Transportation Security Adm nistration has
taken over the functions of regulatory actions from the Federa
Aviation Admnistration as well as the responsibility for
passenger and baggage screening.

JACK MEYERS, Operations and Security Manager, Alaska Marine
H ghway System added that there are 33 [ferry] termnals, 17 of
whi ch are nanned. A security study of eight or nine state
ferries has been conpleted and the MV Bartlett wll be
sur pl used Cctober 1. I ndi vi dual security plans for the vessels
as well as the termnals need to be done. In the Bellingham
area a security zone of 500 yards from any Al aska State Ferry
has been established. However, that sanme security zone is not
yet established in Alaska. The Al aska Marine H ghway System in
conjunction with the US Coast Guard 1is providing various
training platforns in March and April for the State Troopers and
ot her |aw enforcenent officials throughout the state.

REPRESENTATI VE BOB LYNN asked for information on the nunber of
peopl e who had been excluded from security service due to the
fingerprint checks done by TSA.

FRANK RI CHARDS provided the additional information regarding the
fingerprint checks done by DOI and TSA and inforned the
commttee that only a handful of individuals cane up wth
felonies [and were disqualified].

REPRESENTATI VE BOB LYNN asked if there were a lot of illegal
al i ens who where excluded because of the TSA background checks.

MR. RI CHARDS responded, "No, there wasn't."
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REPRESENTATI VE LYNN asked, "Wat can be done, or what is being
done to enhance the security of our general aviation fleet?"

MR. RICHARDS responded that the FAA has asked them to increase
di l i gence and surveill ance.

COWMM SSI ONER DESI GNEE MARC ANTRIM opted to present his testinony
during the executive session.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.

COW TTEE ACTI ON

No action was taken.

ADJ OQURNVENT

CHAI R WEYHRAUCH adj ourned to executive session at 8:55 a.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (rmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournment of the second session of the Twenty-Third

Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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