ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE RULES STANDI NG COWMM TTEE
January 20, 2004
9:35 a.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Represent ati ve Nor man Rokeberg, Chair
Representative Pete Kott

Representati ve John Coghil |
Representative Lesil MQiire
Representative Beth Kerttul a

VEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Carl Morgan
Representative Ethan Berkow tz

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE Bl LL NO. 288
"An Act changing the nane of the Departnent of Community and
Econom ¢ Devel opnent . "

- MOVED 2d CSHB 288(RLS) QUT OF COW TTEE
PREVI QUS COW TTEE ACTI ON
BILL: HB 288

SHORT TI TLE: CHANG NG NAME OF DEPT OF COW & ECON DEV.
REPRESENTATI VE(s) : KOHRI NG

04/ 28/ 03 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME - REFERRALS

04/ 28/ 03 (H STA, L&C

05/ 06/ 03 (H STA AT 8:00 AM CAPI TOL 102

05/ 06/ 03 (H) Moved CSHB 288(STA) Qut of Committee
05/ 06/ 03 (H M NUTE( STA)

05/ 08/ 03 (H) STA RPT CS(STA) NT 3DP 1DNP 3NR

05/ 08/ 03 (H) DP: DAHLSTROM LYNN, HOLM

05/ 08/ 03 (H DNP: BERKOW TZ; NR. SEATON, GRUENBERG,
05/ 08/ 03 (H) \EYHRAUCH

05/ 08/ 03 (H) CRA REFERRAL ADDED AFTER L&C

05/ 09/ 03 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

05/ 09/ 03 (H) Moved CSHB 288(STA) Qut of Committee
05/ 09/ 03 (H M NUTE( L&C)

05/ 10/ 03 (H L&C RPT CS(STA) NT 3DP 1NR 2AM

05/ 10/ 03 (H) DP: GATTO, DAHLSTROM LYNN;
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05/ 10/ 03 (H NR:. ROKEBERG AM CRAWCRD, GUTTENBERG
05/ 13/ 03 (H) CRA RPT CS(STA) NT 2DP 3NR

05/ 13/ 03 (H) DP: WOLF, KOTT; NR SAMJELS, CI SSNA
05/ 13/ 03 (H) MORGAN

05/ 13/ 03 (H) CRA AT 8: 00 AM CAPI TOL 124

05/ 13/ 03 (H) Moved CSHB 288( STA) Qut of Committee
05/ 13/ 03 (H) M NUTE( CRA)

05/ 19/ 03 (S) L&C AT 8:00 AM BELTZ 211

05/ 19/ 03 (S <Above |Item Renoved from Agenda>

05/ 19/ 03 (S) M NUTE( L&C)

W TNESS REG STER

REPRESENTATI VE VI C KOHRI NG

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Spoke as the sponsor of HB 288.

SALLY SADDLER, Legislative Liaison

Di vi sion of Community Advocacy

Departnent of Community & Econom c Devel opnent

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Rel ated the departnent's support of CSHB
288, Version H.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 04-1, SIDE A

Number 0001

CHAI R NORVAN ROKEBERG call ed the House Rules Standing Conmittee
neeting to order at 9:35 a.m Representati ves Rokeberg,
Coghill, MQ@iire, and Kerttula were present at the call to
order. Representative Kott arrived as the neeting was in
pr ogr ess.

HB 288- CHANG NG NAME OF DEPT OF COVM & ECON DEV.

CHAI R ROKEBERG announced that the first order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO 288, "An Act changing the nane of the
Department of Comrunity and Econom c Devel opnent."

Number 0110
REPRESENTATI VE McGUI RE noved to adopt 2d CSHB 288, Version 23-

LS1030\H, Bullock, 1/15/04, as the working docunent. There
bei ng no objection, Version Hwas before the commttee.
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Number 0129

REPRESENTATI VE VIC KOHRING Al aska State Legislature, spoke as

the sponsor of HB 288. Representative Kohring explained that
the original intent of HB 288 was to achieve the desire of the
admnistration by including the word "Comrerce" in the

Department of Community & Economi c Devel opnent’'s nane because it
would nore accurately reflect the intent and mssion of the
depart nment . However, when the proposal to delete the word
"Conmunity" from the departnent's nanme was made sonme nenbers
expressed the need to maintain "Community" in the departnent's
nane in order to reflect the rural prograns that are part of the
depart nment. Ther ef or e, Version H would Kkeep the word
"Community" in the departnent's nane. Under Version H the
departnment's nane would be the Departnment of Commerce and
Communi ty and Econom ¢ Devel opnent.

Number 0207

REPRESENTATIVE MGU RE inquired as to the difference between
commer ce and econon ¢ devel opnent .

CHAI R ROKEBERG expl ai ned that econom c devel opnent refers to new
devel opnment whereas conmerce refers to existing or established
devel opnent .

REPRESENTATIVE McGU RE inquired as to whether this change is
necessary. She turned to the analysis section of the zero
fiscal note, which specifies that the "departnent will inplenent
the change to the new nane as supplies need to be replenished".
Al t hough the aforenentioned nmay be a good way to deal with this
change in that it results in a zero fiscal note, she related her
belief that it could create confusion because there my be
| etterhead circulating under both nanes. She highlighted that
this departnment interacts with foreign nations and ot her states.

REPRESENTATI VE KOHRI NG agreed that changing the nanme of a
departnment would likely bring confusion until time passes and
peopl e becone accustoned to the change. Furt hernore, any nane
change would necessitate sonme expense due to the change in
| etterhead and business cards. He rem nded the commttee that
the aforenentioned was experienced back in 1999 when this
departnment's nane was changed when two agencies were conbined.
The question is whether a greater benefit 1is achieved in
conparison to the confusion and expense invol ved.
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Nunber 0498

REPRESENTATIVE MGUI RE nmaintained her belief that economc
devel opnent incorporates enough of the comrerce concept that
[the departnent's current nanme] isn't confusing to people.

REPRESENTATI VE KOHRI NG noted that for many years "Commerce" was

included in the departnent's nane. He also noted that
"Commerce"” is used in the name describing simlar agencies in
ot her states. Therefore, this nanme change wll mnimze any

confusion with regard to what this departnent does in Al aska
Simlar agencies in North Dakota, South Dakota, Utah, and other
western states include the nane "Conmerce".

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA asked if there is any evidence regarding
the confusion surrounding what the Departnment of Conmunity &
Economi ¢ Developnment does in ternms of supporting economc
devel opnent in Al aska.

Nunmber 0673

SALLY SADDLER, Legislative Liaison, Division of Community
Advocacy, Departnment of Community & Economic Devel opnent,
announced that the departnent does support the nanme change as
proposed in Version H. Part of the reason for this is that
there is some confusion wth regard to the departnent's
identity; the departnment is frequently referred to as the
Department of Conmerce. Wth regard to the departnent's role in
addressing the international conmmunity, M. Saddler infornmed the
commttee that there is a executive order to transfer many of
those functions to the governor's office. M. Saddler noted her
agr eenment W th Chair Rokeber g regar di ng t he differing
definitions of commerce and econom c devel opnent. The
departnment views its comerce functions as regulating and
enforcing industry to help protect the consumer as well as to
provide a stable business climte. The departnent views its
econom ¢ devel opnent functions as those in which the departnent
coordi nates, develops, and inplenments those prograns that bring
about sustai nabl e econonmi ¢ devel opnent for the state.

Number 0743

CHAIR ROKEBERG related his wunderstanding that the departnent
currently has two fundanental divisions.

M5. SADDLER clarified that the departnent houses severa
di visions such as the Division of Community Advocacy, which is
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one of the larger divisions. The Division of Comrunity Advocacy
is dedicated to providing support to |local comunities. Many of
the regulatory functions occur in the Division of Banking,
Securities, & Corporations; the Division of I|nsurance; and the
Division of GQccupational Licensing. The departnment's econonic
devel opnment activities have been housed in the [Division of
Trade and Devel opnent]. She noted that part of the functions of
the aforenentioned division were previously in the Division of
Communi ty Advocacy. As the menbers will see in the proposed
budget, an office of economc developnent is being created in
order to deal wth resource-based issues and pronote econonic
devel opnent activities.

Number 0816

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA inquired as to what happens in rural
Al aska when the departnental nane changes such as this occur.
She nentioned the sense of loss of identity for comunities and
inquired as to what the departnent is doing to overcone that.

M5. SADDLER pointed out that Version H still includes the word
"Conmunity", which the departnment believes to be one of the
three core functions the departnent provides. She noted that
the departnment wll continue to have many functions in the

various comrunities in the state that try to nmeet the needs of
the comunities that try to achi eve self-sufficiency.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA inquired as to what is going to happen
with the stationary.

MS. SADDLER said that the departnent would probably reflect the
new nane by placing a sticker over the old nane.

Nunber 0912

CHAI R ROKEBERG directed attention to the commttee packet and
highlighted that HB 288 originally deleted the |[|anguage
"Conmuni ty and Econom c Devel opnent™ and inserted "Comrerce" and
thus changed the nane of Departnment of Comunity & Economc
Devel opnent to the Departnent of Conmerce. Then CSHB 288( STA)
re-inserted "and Econom c Devel opnent ™. The version before the
commttee today, Version H, would re-insert "Conmunity". Chair
Rokeberg infornmed the commttee that due to a grammatical rule
the proposed departnental name would read as follows:
Department of Commerce and Conmunity and Econom c Devel opnent.
He also informed the commttee that the acronym for this new
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name woul d be DCCED. After determning no one else wished to
testify, Chair Rokeberg cl osed public testinony.

Nunmber 1003

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL noved to report 2d CSHB 288, Version 23-
LS1030\H, Bullock, 1/15/04, out of commttee wth individual
reconmendati ons and t he acconpanyi ng zero fiscal note.

REPRESENTATI VE KERTTULA related her belief that this s
unnecessary and pointed out that the dictionary's definition of
cormerce is "the buying and selling of goods” while the
definition for the econom c developnent "is of or relating to
t he devel opnent, production, and nmanagenent of nmaterial wealth
as of a country, household, or business enterprise". She
mentioned that the definition of econom c devel opnment seens to
be nore in line with what the departnent does. However, she
noted her appreciation to the chair's addition to the nane.

There being no objection, 2d CSHB 288(RLS) was reported fromthe
House Rul es Standing Committee.

ADJ CQURNMVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Rul es Standing Committee neeting was adjourned at 9:50 a. m
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