ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE SPECI AL COW TTEE ON M LI TARY AND
VETERANS' AFFAI RS
May 12, 2003
5:19 p.m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Bob Lynn, Chair
Representative Beverly Masek, Vice Chair
Representati ve Nancy Dahl strom
Representati ve Hugh Fate

Representati ve Sharon Ci ssna
Representati ve Max Gruenberg

MEMBERS ABSENT
Representati ve Bruce Weyhrauch
COW TTEE CALENDAR

SENATE BILL NO 146
"An Act relating to a commenorative veterans' |icense plate; and
providing for an effective date."

- MOVED SB 146 QUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 287

"An Act relating to waiver of permanent fund dividend
application requirenments in a time of national mlitary
energency; and providing for an effective date."

- MOVED HB 287 OUT OF COW TTEE

SENATE BI LL NO. 148
"An Act relating to allowable absences for certain nenbers of
the arned forces and their spouses and dependents for purposes
of eligibility for permanent fund dividends; and providing for
an effective date.™

- MOVED SB 148 OQUT OF COW TTEE

HOUSE BI LL NO. 185

"An Act changing the nanme of the Departnment of Mlitary and
Veterans' Affairs to the Departnent of Mlitary and Veterans'
Affairs and Honeland Security; and providing for an effective
date."
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- HEARD BUT NOT SCHEDULED

PREVI QUS ACTI ON

BILL: SB 146

SHORT TI TLE: COVMEMORATI VE VETERANS

SPONSOR(S):  SENATOR(S) GUESS

Jrn-Dat e
03/ 17/ 03

03/17/03
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04/ 09/ 03
04/ 09/ 03

04/ 09/ 03
04/ 29/ 03

04/ 29/ 03
04/ 29/ 03
04/ 30/ 03
04/ 30/ 03
04/ 30/ 03
04/ 30/ 03
04/ 30/ 03

05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03

05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03

05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03
05/ 02/ 03

05/ 02/ 03
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Jrn- Page
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1104

1105
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(S)
(S)

(S)
(S)
(S)
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(S)

(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)
(S)

(S)

LI CENSE PLATE

Action
READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS
STA, FIN
STA AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205
-- Location Change --
STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211
Moved Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( STA)
STA RPT 4DP
DP: STEVENS G COWDERY,
DYSQON, GUESS
FN1: ( ADM
FIN AT 9: 00 AM SENATE FI NANCE
532
Heard & Hel d
M NUTE( FI N)
FIN RPT 3DP 2NR
DP: W LKEN, TAYLOR, QOLSON;
NR: GREEN, BUNDE
FN1: ( ADM
FIN AT 9: 00 AM SENATE FI NANCE
532
RULES TO CALENDAR 5/ 2/ 03
READ THE SECOND TI ME
ADVANCED TO THI RD READI NG
UNAN CONSENT
READ THE THIRD TI ME SB 146
COSPONSOR(S): W LKEN, DYSON,
STEVENS G,
FRENCH, LI NCOLN, WAGONER
SEEKI NS,
ELTON, TAYLOR, CONDERY,
COLSON,
THERRI AULT
PASSED Y19 N El1
EFFECTI VE DATE(S) SAME AS
PASSAGE
TRANSM TTED TO (H)
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05/ 02/ 03 1114 (S) VERSI ON: SB 146

05/ 05/ 03 1305 (H) READ THE FIRST TIME -
REFERRALS

05/ 05/ 03 1305 (H) MV, STA

05/ 05/ 03 1333 (H) CROSS SPONSOR(S): LYNN,
MCGUI RE

05/ 12/ 03 (H MLV AT 5:15 PM CAPlI TOL 17

BILL: HB 287
SHORT TI TLE: WAI VE SOVE PFD REQUI REMENTS FOR M LI TARY
SPONSCR( S) : REPRESENTATI VE( S) DAHLSTROM

Jrn-Date Jr n- Page Action

04/ 25/ 03 1128 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS

04/ 25/ 03 1128 (H M.V, FIN

05/ 02/ 03 1290 (H COSPONSOR('S): LYNN

05/ 12/ 03 (H M.V AT 5:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

BILL: SB 148
SHORT TI TLE: PFD: ALLOWABLE ABSENCE FOR M LI TARY SVC
SPONSOR(S): SENATOR(S) COWDERY

Jrn-Date Jr n- Page Action

03/ 18/ 03 0534 (S) READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS

03/ 18/ 03 0534 (S) STA, FIN

04/ 03/ 03 (S) STA AT 3: 30 PM BUTROVI CH 205

04/ 03/ 03 (S -- Location Change --

04/ 03/ 03 (S) M NUTE( STA)

04/ 08/ 03 (S STA AT 3:30 PM BELTZ 211

04/ 08/ 03 (S Moved Qut of Conmmttee

04/ 08/ 03 (S) M NUTE( STA)

04/ 09/ 03 0764 (S) STA RPT 4DP

04/ 09/ 03 0764 (S) DP: STEVENS G, COWDERY,
DYSQN, GUESS

04/ 09/ 03 0764 (S) FN1: (REV)

04/ 17/ 03 (S) FIN AT 9: 00 AM SENATE FI NANCE
532

04/ 17/ 03 (S) Heard & Hel d

04/ 17/ 03 (S) M NUTE( FI N)

05/ 01/ 03 1073 (S) FIN RPT 2DP 5NR

05/ 01/ 03 1073 (S NR. GREEN, W LKEN, HOFFMAN,
OLSQON,

05/ 01/ 03 1073 (S BUNDE; DP: STEVENS B, TAYLOR

05/ 01/ 03 1073 (S) FN1: (REV)

05/ 01/ 03 (S) FIN AT 9: 00 AM SENATE FI NANCE
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532

05/ 01/ 03 (S Moved Qut of Conmittee

05/01/03 (S) M NUTE( FI N)

05/ 03/ 03 1129 (S) RULES TO CALENDAR 5/ 3/2003

05/ 03/ 03 1129 (S) READ THE SECOND TI ME

05/ 03/ 03 1129 (S ADVANCED TO THI RD READI NG 5/ 4
CALENDAR

05/ 04/ 03 1144 (S) READ THE THI RD TI ME SB 148

05/ 04/ 03 1144 (9 PASSED Y14 N E5 Al

05/ 04/ 03 1144 (S EFFECTI VE DATE(S) SAME AS
PASSAGE

05/ 04/ 03 1144 (S) ELTON NOTI CE OF
RECONSI DERATI ON

05/ 05/ 03 1162 (S) RECONSI DERATI ON NOT TAKEN UP

05/ 05/ 03 1164 (S) TRANSM TTED TO (H)

05/ 05/ 03 1164 (S) VERSI ON:  SB 148

05/ 06/ 03 1343 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS

05/ 06/ 03 1343 (H M.V, FIN

05/ 07/ 03 1438 (H CROSS SPONSOR('S): LYNN

05/ 12/ 03 (H M.V AT 5:15 PM CAPI TOL 17

W TNESS REG STER

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified as sponsor of SB 146.

ROBIN PHI LLIPS, Staff

to Representative Nancy Dahl strom

Al aska State Legislature

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Answered questions pertaining to HB 287,
whi ch was sponsored by Representative Dahl strom

SHARON BARTON, Director

Per manent Fund Di vi dend Divi si on

Depart ment of Revenue

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Answered questions on HB 287.

ANNETTE SKI Bl NSKI, St aff
to Senator John Cowdery
Al aska State Legislature
Juneau, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Presented SB 148 on behalf of Senator
Cowdery, sponsor.

JOHN CRAMER, Director

Adm nistrative Services Division

Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA)

Juneau, Al aska

PGSI TI ON STATEMENT: Ofered to work with nenbers on HB 185
over the interim

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 03-9, SIDE A
Number 0001

[ Chair Lynn announced that he was adjourning the recessed 5/1/03
nmeeti ng, which had never reconvened.]

CHAIR BOB LYNN called the House Special Conmmttee on Mlitary

and Veterans' Affairs nmeeting to order at 5:19 p.m
Representatives Lynn, Dahlstrom Fate, GC ssna, and Guenberg
were present at the call to order. Representative Masek arrived

as the nmeeting was in progress.

SB 146- COMWEMORATI VE VETERANS LI CENSE PLATE

CHAI R LYNN announced that the first order of business would be
SENATE BILL NO 146, "An Act relating to a comrenorative
veterans' license plate; and providing for an effective date."

Nunmber 0068

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS, Al aska State Legislature, sponsor of
SB 146, explained that Al aska is one of the few states without a
commenorative license plate for veterans. R ght now, there is a
license plate that veterans only may purchase; however, any
Al askan may purchase the plates proposed in SB 146 in support of

vet er ans. She said the bill 1is structured simlar to the
children's trust, with a $100 purchase fee for the plates. In
addition, there is a $35 fee for renewal. Those nonies would be
available for the legislature to appropriate for veterans

services, which is the intent. She said there has been no
opposition to the legislation and that the D vision of Mbtor
Vehicles (DW) has no problem wth it. Furthernore, it

gener ates noney, and any costs would be covered by the fee.

Number 0162
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REPRESENTATI VE FATE noved to report SB 146 out of commttee with
i ndi vidual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal note.
There being no objection, SB 146 was reported from the House
Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

HB 287- WAl VE SOVE PFD REQUI REMENTS FOR M LI TARY

CHAI R LYNN announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO. 287, "An Act relating to waiver of permanent fund
di vidend application requirenments in a tinme of national mlitary
energency; and providing for an effective date."

Number 0289

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM  sponsor of HB 287, explained that
statutes allow the conmm ssioner of revenue to waive certain
eligibility requirenents for the permanent fund dividend (PFD)
for a nenber of the U S. arned forced during a time of nationa
ener gency. The bill corrects an oversight in filing by
authorizing the comm ssioner to approve an extension of the
filing date to a mlitary nenber who is "assigned in support of
the condition causing the national energency."” She noted that
this year's filing period was during the sanme tinefrane in which
mlitary personnel were called to duty. She offered her belief
that allow ng Al aska's service people anple tine to file for the
[PFD] is "the |least that we can do."

Number 0351

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked what AS 43.23.005(a)(4) and AS
43. 23. 011 do. [He began to | ook them up.]

Number 0409

ROBIN PHI LLIPS, Staff to Representative Nancy Dahlstrom Al aska
State Legislature, noted that AS 43.23.005(a)(4) reads, "has
been physically present in the state for at |east 72 consecutive
hours at sone tinme during the prior two years before the current
di vi dend year™".

REPRESENTATI VE  GRUENBERG said AS 43.23.011 defines the
application period and states that filing nust occur between
January 2 and March 31. He asked whether the waiver is during
the period of the energency.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM affirnmed that.
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked whether it is the sponsor's
intent, after the mlitary energency is over, that the person
nmust conme back [to Al aska] for the 72 hours.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM replied, "At sone point, yes."

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG noted that the |anguage doesn't say
when; he suggested a person could, therefore, legitimately claim
to have forever to cone back. He proposed perhaps specifying a
certain period of time during which the person nust fulfill the
72- hour requirenent. Referring to the |anguage that says a
person mnust apply between January 2 and Mrch 31, he also
suggested the need to have the person apply within a certain
period of tinme after the national enmergency ends.

REPRESENTATI VE DAHLSTROM said she thinks it's a valid point. In
response to Chair Lynn, she affirnmed that she would entertain a
friendly anendnment. She requested that Ms. Phillips respond.

Nunmber 0621

M5. PHILLIPS said the bill doesn't touch the part about 72
hours, which already is in statute. The bill sinply allows the
comm ssioner to waive the application period. This vyear,

January 2 to March 31 was during a tinme of national mlitary
[ engagenent]; she said this asks the conm ssioner to waive that
as well.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked to hear fromthe departnent.
Nunmber 0673

SHARON BARTON, Di rect or, Per manent Fund Dividend Division
Departnent of Revenue, told nenbers:

We've been administering this section for sone tine
now with respect to national energencies and interpret
it to mean that if ... during a dividend year the
person was on active duty during a national energency
for that ... dividend year, these provisions would be
wai ved. So | don't see that we would have a problem

with it being an indefinite ending. If, in the
next dividend year, ... the national energency was
still in place, then we would waive it again.

Number 0714
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REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG posed a situation in which fighting
occurs beyond March 31 but then ends during the dividend year.
He asked by when a person would have to apply, as it has been
i nterpreted.

MS. BARTON said she'd have to get back with an answer. She
added, "I believe that we would allow them a reasonable |ength
of time to get their application in for that dividend year."

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked, "And you don't need that in
statute to say that."

MS. BARTON said she didn't think so.

CHAI R LYNN asked whether there were further questions; none were
of f er ed.

Nunmber 0768

REPRESENTATI VE MASEK noved to report HB 287 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
note; she requested unaninmous consent. There being no
obj ection, HB 287 was reported from the House Special Conmittee
on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

SB 148- PFD:. ALLOMBLE ABSENCE FOR M LI TARY SVC

CHAI R LYNN announced that the final order of business would be
SENATE BILL NO 148, "An Act relating to allowable absences for
certain nenbers of the armed forces and their spouses and
dependents for purposes of eligibility for permanent fund
di vidends; and providing for an effective date."

Nunber 0811

ANNETTE SKIBINSKI, Staff to Senator John Cowdery, Al aska State
Legislature, presented SB 148 on behalf of Senator Cowdery,
sponsor . She said this corrects what Senator Cowdery believes
to be an oversight. A constituent who was activated on
Septenber 11 [2001] in the Navy reserves was deployed for 10
nont hs; he has been an Al askan resident for 20 years. \Wen the
constituent returned from duty, he went to California for two

nonths and was denied his dividend. However, [nonmlitary
residents] can be gone from Alaska for up to 180 days and stil
receive a dividend. Thus the bill corrects the anpunt of tine
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such a person is allowed to be gone [in addition to tinme absent
during mlitary duty].

CHAIR LYNN asked whether there were questions; none were
of f er ed.

Nunmber 0902

REPRESENTATI VE MASEK noved to report SB 148 out of commttee
with individual recomendations and the acconpanying fiscal
note; she requested unaninmous consent. There being no
obj ection, SB 148 was reported from the House Special Commttee
on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs.

HB 185- RENAM NG DEPT. M LI TARY/ VETERANS AFFAI RS

Number 0940

CHAI R LYNN asked John Craner to speak briefly to the conmttee
about HB 185. [The bill had been heard previously, and a
proposed commttee substitute had been adopted on 5/1/03.]

Nunmber 0949

JOHN  CRAMER, Di rector, Adm ni strative Services Di vi si on,
Department of Mlitary & Veterans' Affairs (DWA), inforned
menbers that the departnent would like to work during the
interimwth nenbers and other commttees to which HB 185 m ght
be referred, to make sure that issues and concerns are answered
to everyone's satisfaction.

CHAI R LYNN requested that nenbers contact M. Cranmer or hinself
if there are questions. [End of discussion of HB 185.]

ADJ OQURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Special Commttee on Mlitary and Veterans' Affairs neeting was
adj ourned at 5:34 p.m
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