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MVEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Lesil MGQiire, Chair
Representati ve Tom Anderson, Vice Chair
Represent ati ve Ral ph Sanuel s
Representative Les Gara

Representati ve Max G uenberg

MEMBERS ABSENT

Representative Jim Holm
Representati ve Dan Ogg

COWM TTEE CALENDAR

PRESENTATI ON BY ALASKA JUDI Cl AL COUNCI L ON THE FELONY PROCESS | N
ALASKA

[ For the regular neeting mnutes, see the 2:55 p.m mnutes for
this date.]

TAPES
04-56, SIDE(S) A & B

CHAIR LESIL McGUI RE convened the neeting of the House Judiciary
Standing Commttee at 1:12 p.m Representatives MQuire,
Ander son, Sanuels, and Gara were present at the call to order.
Representative Gruenberg arrived as the neeting was in progress.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

LARRY COHN, Executive Director, Al aska Judicial Council (AJCO)),
presented an overview of the Alaska Felony Process study. He
spoke on the nethods, data, and findings associated with the
study, which addressed the issues of fairness within the Al aska
judicial system in regard to ethnicity, and responded to
guestions regarding the fairness of the system and the apparent
increase in the nunber of cases that are pleaded down within the
court system as conpared to the last simlar study, which
occurred in 1987. Anong the issues discussed were discrepancies
in offenders and sentencing, by ethnicity, 1in regard to
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drug/ al cohol dependencies, prior convictions, violence |evel of
crinmes, and types of crines. Al so discussed was the issue of
di screpancies by the type of attorney, whether public or
private, that the defendant has. Also discussed was the length
of jail time sentenced dependent on all of the above-nentioned
i ssues.

TERESA W CARNS, Senior Staff Associate, Al aska Judicial Counci
(AJC), assisted with the presentation by responding to questions
and comments from nenbers.

BARBARA BRI NK, Director, Publ i c Def ender Agency  (PDA)
Department of Administration (DOA), in response to questions
from nmenbers, provided comments during the AJC s presentation.

SUSAN A. PARKES, Deputy Attorney GCeneral, Central Ofice,
Crimnal Division, Departnment of Law (DOL), in response to
questions from nenbers, provided coments during the AJC s
present ati on.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The conmmittee took no action.
ADJ OQURNMENT

The House Judiciary Standing Commttee took an at-ease at 2:30
p.m in order to prepare for the regular neeting. [ For regul ar
nmeeting mnutes, see the 2:55 p.m mnutes for this date.]

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (rmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.

HOUSE JUD COW TTEE - 2- April 2, 2004



