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VEMBERS PRESENT

Representative Lesil MGQuire, Chair
Representati ve Tom Anderson, Vice Chair
Representati ve John Coghi l
Representative Janes Hol m
Represent ati ve Ral ph Sanuel s
Representative Les Gara
Representati ve Max Gruenberg
MEMBERS ABSENT

Al l nmenbers present

COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVI EW  ALASKA COURT SYSTEM
TAPES

03-1, SIDE(S) A & B

CHAIR LESIL MCGUI RE convened the neeting of the House Judiciary

Standing Commttee at 1:00 p.m Representatives MQuire,
Anderson, Holm Sanuels, and Gara were present at the call to
order. Representatives Guenberg and Coghill arrived as the

meeting was i n progress.
SUMVARY OF | NFORMATI ON

CHRI S S. CHRI STENSEN, Deput y Adm ni strative Di rector,
Adm nistrative Staff, Ofice of the Admnistrative Director,
Al aska Court System (ACS), presented an overview of the ACS. In
doi ng so, he spoke about how and why the ACS first came about;
how it differed fromthe federal court system and court systens
in other states; and how it differed and how it resenbled

aspects of the other two branches of governnent - the executive
branch and the legislative branch - at both the state and
federal levels. In addition, he provided details and statistics

pertaining to the different types of courts in Al aska and their
respective duties and jurisdictions.
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MR. CHRI STENSEN expl ained to nenbers that the ACS does not offer
opinions either in support of or in opposition to |egislation;

the ACS will, however, provide information regarding how it is
i npacted by particular legislation and offer advise on ways to
i nprove that |egislation. Citing sonme exanples, he cautioned

menbers to be aware, when creating legislation, that the
judicial branch of governnent is generally the branch nost
affected by Ilegislation, and asked nenbers to consider the
crimnal justice systemas a whole in that what is done to one
aspect of it affects all the others.

MR. CHRI STENSEN of fered a brief explanation regarding the duties
of the Alaska Comm ssion on Judicial Conduct (ACIC) and the
Al aska Judicial Council (AJC) and responded to questions
regarding those two entities. He also responded to questions
regarding the therapeutic courts such as the wellness court, the
felony drug court, the felony driving while intoxicated (DW)
court, and the nental health court.

DOUG WOOLI VER, Adm nistrative Attorney, Admnistrative Staff,
Ofice of the Admnistrative Drector, Al aska Court System
(ACS), also responded to questions pertaining to the therapeutic
courts.

REPRESENTATI VE GRUENBERG asked M. Christensen and M. Woliver
to give thought to ways of inproving and streamining the
current crimnal justice system

CHAIR McGQU RE asked M. Christensen and M. Woliver to provide
the commttee with additional statistical information.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The conmittee took no action.
ADJ OQURNMENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Judi ciary Standing Conm ttee neeting was adjourned at 2:05 p. m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were

t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
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Juneau, Alaska 99801 (mailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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