ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATI ON AND SOCI AL
SERVI CES STANDI NG COW TTEE
February 17, 2004
3:10 p.m

MVEMBERS PRESENT

Represent ati ve Peggy Wl son, Chair
Representative Carl Gatto, Vice Chair
Represent ati ve Paul Seaton
Representative Kelly Wl f

Representati ve Sharon Ci ssna
Representative Mary Kapsner

VEMBERS ABSENT
Representati ve John Coghil |
COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVIEW OF DIVISION OF FAMLY AND YOQUTH SERVI CES TO OFFI CE OF
CH LDREN S SERVI CES BY DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCI AL SERVI CES

OVERVIEW ON PUBLIC HEALTH BUDGET CUTS BY ALASKA NURSES
ASSOCI ATI ON AND NANCY DAVI S, DI VI SION OF PUBLI C HEALTH

TAPES

04-10, SIDE(S) A & B
04-11, SIDE(S) A

CHAIR PEGGY WLSON convened the neeting of the House Health,
Education and Social Services Standing Commttee at 3:10 p.m
Representatives WIlson, Gatto, Seaton, and WIf were present at
the call to order. Representatives Cissna, and Kapsner arrived
as the neeting was in progress.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON
JOEL G LBERTSON, Comm ssioner, Departnment of Health and Soci al
Services, reviewed the responsibilities of the departnent and

provided the commttee with an overview of the restructuring
efforts.
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MARCI E  KENNAI , Deputy  Conmi ssi oner, Ofice of Children's
Servi ces, Departnent of Health and Social Services, provided the
commttee with an overview of division restructuring and new
prograns that are being inplenented. She also described the
Division of Famly and Youth Services' (DFYS s) mssion and how
well the division has been able to remain in conpliance with its
own policies and objectives. Ms. Kennai explained sonme of the
difficulties that are found in providing child welfare rel ated
services within the State of Alaska, citing that the main
factors were geography and the isolation of sonme of Alaska's
nore di stant comunities.

M5. KENNAI stressed, however, that despite the geographic
chal l enges Al aska's problens are not unique, although they nay

be nore extrene. She said DYFS is working to inprove its
response time for investigations of child abuse clains.
Al t hough many of DYFS's restructuring actions are focused on
this goal, it is still not neeting the goal of tinely

investigations to the degree the division desires.

NANCY DAVI S, Chief, Nursing Section, Division of Public Health,
Department of Health and Social Services, described the work and
services provided by public health nurses, especially the role
public nurses play in disease prevention. She also detailed the
difficulties that public health nurses are encountering due to

recent and proposed budget cuts. Ms. Davis stated that [the
Division of Public Health] will work as hard as possible to
provide its primary service of disease prevention as well as

ot her necessary health services.

Al'l speakers supported the public health nurses and sought to
encourage the Alaska State Legislature in continuing and
increasing the funding for the public health nurses, given their
integral and inportant social and nedical role. There was great
concern anongst many speakers that the social and nedical costs
due to the loss of prevention would be greater than the noney
saved by reducing the cost of this organization.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.
COW TTEE ACTI ON

The comm ttee took no action.

ADJ OQURNMVENT
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There being no further business before the commttee, the House
Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Committee neeting
was adjourned at 5:04 p.m

NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (mailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournnment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information nay be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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