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ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 03-38, SIDE A
Number 0001

VICE CHAIR CARL GATTO called the House Health, Education and
Soci al Services Standing Commttee neeting to order at 3:10 p.m

Representatives Gatto, Wl f, Coghill, Seaton, and Ci ssna were
present at the call to order. Vice Chair Gatto announced for
the record that Chair WIson had been excused due to ill ness.

HB 233- 1 NCREASE EDUCATI ON FUNDI NG

Number 0096

VICE CHAIR GATTO announced that the first order of business
would be HOUSE BILL NO 233, "An Act relating to the base
student allocation used in the fornula for state funding of
public education; and providing for an effective date."

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON presented CSHB 233(EDU) on behalf of the
sponsor, Representative Peggy WIson, who had been excused due
to illness, and answered questions by the nmenbers. He expl ai ned
that CSHB 233(EDU) is the legislation created by a subconmmttee
of the House Special Committee on Education to generate an
increase in the foundation formnula. He said there is consensus
that education needs nore funding. | mpl enmentation of the No
Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) will be costly for districts. The
House Special Commttee on Education and the subcommttee only
| ooked at the budget for the Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent (EED) for funds to increase the funding fornula. He
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said the committee rolled the $23.3 mllion that was used for
Learning Opportunity Grants (LOGs) |last year into the foundation

f or mul a. This was the subject of HB 26, then-Representative
[now Senator] Gary Stevens's bill. The commttee also placed
$2.2 mllion of the $3.9 mllion in savings that wll be

generated by renoving the option of two-year Kkindergarten
prograns [HB 154] into the foundation formula. These funds w |
hold all the districts harmess so that districts which would
have | ost noney as the system goes from a per student basis to a

formula basis will not. The other $1.7 mllion that wll be
saved by elimnating the tw-year Kkindergarten program was
rolled into the formula as well. This resulted in an additiona

$8 per student.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON summari zed his comrents by saying that by
rolling in the $3.9 nmillion, plus the $6 nmllion in suppl enental
funding from last year and the $23.3 nmllion in LOGs, the
committee came up with a new base student allocation of $4,168.
He said the commttee was able to do this w thout going outside
EED s budget, which has already been approved in the operating
budget that went over to the other body. Representati ve Seaton
told the conmttee the figures are the sanme on the fiscal note.
He referred the commttee to a calculation from Eddie Jeans,
EED, on how the comittee came up with the $4,168 per student,
whi ch adds an additional $158 per student.

VICE CHAIR GATTO conmmented that this bill is conplicated and
asked if anyone needs Representative Seaton to clarify any
portion of his presentation.

Nunmber 0454

DEBBI E OSSI ANDER, President, Association of Al aska School Boards
(AASB), testified in favor of CSHB 233(EDU) and answered

questions from the nenbers. She told the commttee the
association's top priority is adequate sustainable funding and
this bill is a good step in the right direction. She said they

are very supportive of the bill

IVS. CSSI ANDER told the <commttee inflationary costs have
i ncreased approximately 30 percent over the past 10 years and
state funding has not kept up wth both inflationary cost
increases and increases in fixed costs. Districts across the
state are no longer able to offer the conpetitive salaries
needed to get staff in renote locations of the state and into
difficult to fill positions. There are increasing nunbers of
children with special needs and limted English proficiency,
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whi ch are incredible challenges. Ms. Ossiander said that she
knows the commttee is very well aware of the NCLB Act nandat es,
which are [being inmposed on] the state w thout adequate noney
from the federal governnent. Furthernore, this is a tinme when
schools are grappling with the Quality Schools Initiative. Mny
school districts do not have adequate infrastructure to do the
data collection that is required by [NCLB Act]. The districts
will be required to provide renediation far beyond what is
possible for every single student as well as conpel student
at t endance. She told the commttee that the association was
extrenely alarmed by the governor's budget, which had another
significant reduction for education. Ms. Ossiander directed
attention to the AASB report which includes an inpact statenent
regarding the effects of the state's current fiscal condition
for each district. The association separated out the various
budgets anong the House, the Senate, and the governor by
district to show the nenbers graphically exactly what the
results of the funding would be. In summary, M. Gssiander
announced that AASB is very nuch in support of this bill because
an increase in the base student allocation is very nuch needed.

Number 0634

VICE CHAIR GATTO commented that a fair anmount of the noney to
i ncrease the base student allocation results fromthe rolling of
the LOGs into the foundation fornmula. It is not new noney, but
old noney with a new | abel .

M5. OSSI ANDER replied that AASB is conpletely aware of that.
She said two nonths ago she would have requested that the bill
be anended to increase funding. However, the governor's budget
caused such fear that right now AASB can see that the cut wll

not be horrendous. ldeally, AASB would |like to see nore funding
to address inflation as well as an inflationary index in the
foundati on funding formula. She said AASB believes it is not

only justifiable, but a requisite.

VICE CHAIR GATTO asked Ms. Ossiander if she knew how the new
[ base student allocation] in CSHB 233(EDU) conpared with all the
nonies received in the prior year mnus all the cuts that
districts took.

MS. OSSI ANDER rel ated her understanding that this is roughly the
sanme amount with the exception of the FY 04 reduction in
statewi de student transportation, which wll be approximtely
$4.5 mllion. This bill rolls in the LOGs, adds in nonies from
additional sources, and has a hold harmess provision for
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schools that would have lost funds due to the rolling in of
LOGs.

Nunmber 0738

VI CE CHAI R GATTO commented that he believes it was only $11 that
was required to make a transfer of the LOGs a zero inpact on
sonme school districts. Over the years there has been a |ot of
pressure from the districts to roll the LOG into the fornula
because districts believe they are protected; however, they are

not . He said the fornmula is not protected and it is inportant
to get the nessage out that every single year it is subject to
appropriation by the |egislature. Wiile all the legislators

here strongly favor funding for education, it is a serious risk
Vice Chair GATTCconplinented the hard work of the nenbers who

put the commttee substitute together. He said that it wll
still be necessary to get the other body and the governor to
agree. It is hard work.

MS. OSSI ANDER made a final coment to the commttee, saying that
as an elected school board nenber for the last 10 years, her
bi ggest personal challenge has been the inability to do adequate
budget forecasting because funding for school districts is
dependent on so nmany external factors.

VICE CHAIR GATTO pointed out that [school funding] is a
chall enge when the state asks the school district how many
students it will have at a tinme when it does not know.

Number 0909

CARL ROSE, Executive Director, Association of Alaska School
Boards, testified on CSHB 233(EDU) and answered questions from

the commttee. He told the conmttee that AASB has had 68
el ected school board nmenbers and their chief executives in town
to talk about their concerns on education. M. Rose said he
sent out an inpact statenment with a cover l|etter thanking many
of the nenbers for their hard work. The association is very
concerned with the plight of education. |In the last week or two
there has been a great anount of novenent. He said he

appreci ates this.

MR. ROSE commented that young people are called to neet
st andar ds. The issues of accountability and quality of
education are serious. The responsibility to the young people
of the state is serious and he knows that the nenbers know that.
It appears that when |ooking at the challenges of the NCLB Act,
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the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Quality
Initiatives, benchmark testing, and H gh School Qualifying Exam
are good neasures if funded appropriately. The i npact
statenments that AASB sent out suggests that wunder the hold
harm ess scenario, there are serious and deep reductions in
opportunities for young people. M. Rose said what is happening
now is that the districts are |ooking at reading, witing, and
mat hemati cs of ferings being seriously hanpered. There are sone
real chall enges ahead for the legislature and the state.

MR. ROSE told the commttee that nmany of the 48 states with a
deficit have alarmng deficits [and those states don't have] a
permanent fund. 1In Al aska, he said he views the capacity to tax
as a favorable option. Furthernore, using the permanent fund
strategically is a real opportunity to nove the state where it
needs to go. M. Rose acknow edged that the politics of getting
there is very difficult. Nonet hel ess, AASB wants to work wth
the legislature, which is why AASB distributed the inpact
statenents as purely an advisory statenment on the kinds of
i npacts the districts are going through. These inpacts are not
limted to just this year, he noted. Next year and the year
after does not | ook nuch better. He urged the nenbers to | ook
at how to bridge the gap between now and 10 years out.

MR. ROSE turned to the issues that will be comng up as a result
of the reduction in funding. Al t hough everyone wants smaller
class size, every tine there is a reduction in funding the noney
cones from the classroom The latitude that has been explored
over the last 10 vyears has included retirenent incentive
prograns (RIP) to create savings by hiring |ess experienced
people for |ess noney. However, now AASB is comng to the
| egi sl ature asking for incentives to hire sone of those people
back to help bridge the gap. Therein is the essence of what the

commttee is tal king about today. The people who have served
their entire lives in the profession are now being called upon
to come back and fill the gap because the education profession

is not attractive enough for young people. Therefore, there is
a recruitnent dilemma. Wth regard to adequacy of funding, [the
i nadequacy of funding] is taking its toll on the entire system

Number 1198

MR. ROSE thanked the commttee for allowing him the tine to
share AASB s concerns. He told the committee the House and
Senat e have done good work; however, it does not neet the needs.
Al though this [bill] is good work with regard to where AASB
thought it was, the challenges still lay ahead for the state.
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He relayed that AASB wants to commt to assisting the
| egislature in any way it can [with education funding].

VICE CHAIR GATTO responded that he thinks M. Rose's comrents
are good ones. He noted that M. Rose travels all around the
country and he has worked for AASB [since 1974]. Ther ef or e,
Vice Chair Gatto said he believes M. Rose's experience and
history places himin a unique position to [propose] sone ideas
to the legislature. More than anyone else M. Rose recognizes
that the $2 million barrels a day is only $1 nillion barrels a
day now and that is the state's funding source. The |egislature
is faced with the terrible problemof trying to fund things wth
half the income. The question becones what will the |egislature
do when the reserves run ou, which is why the legislature is
aski ng school boards, Ms. Ossiander, M. Rose, and people in the
comunities to give [the |legislature] sonme help and latitude in
understanding that the state cannot fund [prograns] as was done
in the past. Representative Gatto said although he hates to cut
education, the goal at this point is to mnimze the
difficulties rather than have an increase over |ast year. He
expressed appreciation for M. Rose's testinony and said he
knows that he has been an advocate for education a long tinme and
has one interest in his heart, which is the best interest for
Al aska' s ki ds.

Nunber 1301

TI M STEELE, Vice President, Anchorage School Board, testified on
CSHB 233( EDU) . He comented that this year is a different year

than those in the past. When the legislature started the year
there were a nunber of bills introduced that increased the
formula; the board was happy about that. Furt hernore, nost
everyone that ran for re-election, including the governor, is
supportive of education and that was appreciated. However, when
the board received the governor's budget, it was a bit of a
set back. Instead of the board's normal [pitch] to legislators

to obtain sone additional funding to keep pace with inflation,
make sonme growh in terns of funding, and nove towards adequacy,
the board focused on trying to get a little back of what was
proposed to be elim nated.

MR. STEELE said the conditions have changed somewhat even from
when this body passed its [operating budget] and the Senate has
been able to put a nunber of things back. The climate again is
changing and it appears that there is an effort to increase the
size of the pie and to hold education to last year's nunbers.
However, the district is still down in ternms of the hit that
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will be taken in student transportation, but tuition has been
added back as well as the debt reinbursenent. Al t hough the
districts are making sone progress, it is difficult to say thank
you when the legislature is giving the districts just a little
bit |ess than what was received | ast year because what is needed
is some growmh. He told the commttee that the Anchorage Schoo
Board supports rolling the LOGs into the foundation fornmula and
the board appreciates the added funds to try to hold districts

har nl ess. Those itens are very inportant, he said. As the
state faces the tines ahead it is inportant to have the LOGs in
the formla. M. Steele said he knows the fornmula is not

protected, but it is better than a grant.

MR. STEELE commented that the Anchorage School Board w shes it
had the extra funds that the early bills were going to put into
the formula and the LOCGs. That would have provided sone
progr ess. M. Steele specified that the Anchorage School Board
does want the LOGs rolled into the foundation formula and wants
to be held harm ess, and would Iike to see sone novenent towards

adequacy. Therefore, sone additional funding is necessary. | f
the $4,128 [base student allocation] was available and the LOGs
were rolled in, that would have been great. That woul d have

been sone progress at |east above the consuner price index.
However, as it is, this is the 12th of the last 15 years in
which the district has not even had a cost of |iving allowance.
He said progress is needed. The cuts to the district, as smal
as they are, conpared to the governor's budget are still going
to hurt.

MR. STEELE offered that the cuts are going to hurt the
cl assroom he highlighted. The last two years the district has
had a little reprieve from that through the LOGs. However, now
the district is back to the position of not even naking the

mai nt enance budget. If the legislature can find its way to put
sone nore noney in the budget, the Anchorage School Board would
greatly appreciate it. The Anchorage School Board does

appreciate the LOGs, he reiterated. He noted that Anchorage
stands to gain the least by rolling the LOGs because the
district is at the base nunber in terns of the distribution.
However, the district appreciates what it has and wll take
whatever it can get. In sunmary, M. Steele said he appreciates
the efforts to increase the size of the pie, and hopes that at
sonetinme the state will get to the point where the district can
pl an and grow.

Nunmber 1589
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STEVE CATHERS, Superintendent, Val dez School D strict, testified
in support of CSHB 233(EDU). He expressed gratitude for the
work that has gone into this legislation and told the commttee
that he is aware of the difficult tinme this is for the nenbers.
He proposed that this is not the tinme to let school funding and
qual ity education suffer. The reason he feels this way is due
to the NCLB Act's challenge to every school in the nation to
address individual children's needs in ways that have never been
done before. That is a trenmendous vision and his district has
enbraced it, although the district is frustrated because the
cost of doing this as well as all the other reporting and data
col l ecting provisions of the NCLB Act are staggering.

MR. CATHERS offered that the costs are nore than his district
can bear right now. Even districts that currently neet the
adequate yearly progress neasure found in the NCLB Act, are
going to have a very difficult tine passing the bar as it is
progressively raised under the bill. If the state is serious
about the NCLB Act and every child succeeding, then now is the
time to protect the services to those Kkids. He said Alaska is
anticipating a lot of economc growh and developnent in the

next 10 years. Furthernore, it is very clear that there will be
a skilled work force needed when mmjor projects conme on line.
That work force will not be conposed of young Al askan adults

unless the state is able to provide prograns now to adequately
train and prepare Alaska's kids to participate in that growh
and opportunity.

MR. CATHERS said he thinks it is inportant to recognize that the
kids who are in elenentary school now will be the people trying
to get jobs with the gas line project in the future. | nvesti ng
in education now could clearly be seen as a business investnent.
He indicated that such an investnment is necessary.

MR. CATHERS expressed appreciation for AASB's work in conpiling
all the antidotal information about cuts in districts all over
the state. Such information gives a very clear picture of what
is really happening out there. There are a lot of cuts being
made that are truly cuts to essential school services, and
districts throughout the state are reaching desperation points.
He said he does not think there is great public awareness of the
probl em because so many school enployees continue to fill the

gaps.
Nunber 1736
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MR. CATHERS commented that it is inportant to note that what is
being cut across the state are the core curriculum classroom
teachers, materials and books for the classroons, and support
servi ces. Many districts have lost virtually all the support
services they once had. If there are any suspicions that
schools are not lean and efficient, that can be addressed by
| ooking at what is happening to school budgets right now. He

said that the hold harm ess provision will allow 22 districts to
receive the same funding [that they did |last year] and the rest
of the districts will be getting significant funding increases
which nmay not be enough to address their needs, but those 22
districts wll be forced to continue to cut and it wll not
represent relief for them He just wanted the comrittee to be
aware that these districts will be in no better shape, but wll

be grateful not to be cut.
Number 1818

MR. CATHERS told the conmittee that for those district, any
i ncreased dollars from other sources are reduced by 40 percent.
He said he does not believe it was the intent of the |egislature
to do this; however, the way it works in his districts is that
if they get an intensive special education student, for exanple,
a blind student, while the district my be required to invest
$60, 000 to neet the needs of that child, the intensive funding
for that child mght only be $20,000, which is also reduced by
40 percent. So that reduction is not just a reduction in the
regular formula funding but is also a reduction for such things
as intensive students or any increases within the formula, so
that has been very painful to deal with. He said that although
rolling the LOG noney into the formula would result in a 40
percent cut, he supports it because it is the best thing for

education statew de. He said he represents one of the 22
districts for which there will not be any nonetary increases.
He suggested to the conmttee that no nmatter what is done, all
decisions with finance are now painful, and he wurged the

committee to dig deep and nmake sure that the state does not |et
go of the quality of education at this critical tinme for the
st ate.

Nunber 1873

MARY FRANCIS, Executive Director, Al aska Council of School
Adm nistrators, testified on CSHB 233(EDU). She told the
conmmttee t hat she represents school superi nt endent s,
princi pals, and school business officials. She said that she

does not have a great deal to add to what the prior speakers
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have sai d. She pointed out that by increasing the per student
all ocation, the legislature is doing an adm rabl e thing.

VICE CHAIR GATTO asked Eddie Jeans to coment on HB 233. He
mentioned that the House Speci al Committee on Education
subconmi tt ee, especially the chair of that subconmi tt ee,
Representative Seaton, did a lot of work on the current version
of the bill

Nunber 1925

EDDY JEANS, Manager, School Finance and Facilities Section,
Educati on Support Services, Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent, testified in support of CSHB 233(EDU), explained
the formulation of the base student allocation, and responded to
guesti ons. He told the committee that the CSHB 233(EDU) woul d
i ncrease the base student allocation from $4,010 to $4,168. The
way the subcommttee arrived at that nunber was by breaking down
different conponents of noney that are outside the foundation

funding formula on a per student basis. As the process
proceeded, it was found that when adding all those per student
al l ocations together, it did not translate to the final nunber
in the bill. What the subcommttee focused on was the total
dollars they were trying to put back into the funding fornula.
That really canme from three areas. The first was the $23.3
mllion that was appropriated for the FY 03 LOGs, the second
area was $6 nillion that was appropriated in FY 03 as one-tine

suppl emental funding, and the third area was from the proposed
| egislation to elimnate funding for four year olds or the "two
year Kkindergarten" program of about $3.9 million; thus they were
able to cone up with a total of $32.2 nmillion. He said his
staff worked on a spreadsheet to find out how nuch of an
increase to the base student allocation was required in order to
appropriate $32.2 mllion. That is how the $4,168 was arrived
at as the new base student allocation. This is an additional
$158 per adjusted average daily menbership (ADM in the state.

VICE CHAIR GATTO said that $158 [per adjusted ADM equals $32.2
mllion, and remarked that a way has been found to put $32.2
mllion back into the education fornula. Part of these funds
were the LOGs - which were $118, plus $11, or $129 out of the
$158. A lot of that noney was just noving fromthe |left pocket
to the right pocket, he characterized.

Nunber 2048
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REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL noted that it iIs not a direct
transl ati on. He pointed out that the per student allocation on
the LOGs, when translated into the foundation fornula, actually
has wi nners and l|osers, and so the hold harm ess provision was
added. He asked M. Jeans if that provision "buoyed up" a
nunber .

MR.  JEANS responded that the $23.3 mllion in LOG was
distributed on a per capita basis as a straight head count.
Moving the LOGs into the foundation fornmula and distributing it
on an adjusted ADM neans that sone districts |ose funds when
there is a change fromone distribution nmethod to the other. To
address those districts that wuld have |lost under that
scenario, the subcommittee and the departnent determined that it
woul d need an addition $2.2 mllion in additional funds to hold
al | districts harmless in mnmeking that transition. The
subcomrittee identified $3.9 mllion in savings for the "four-
year-ol d kindergarten" legislation to cover that $2.2 mllion,
and this leaves an additional $1.7 mllion to go into the
f or mul a. That is how the subcomittee arrived at the $32.2
mllion and provided for the hold harm ess provision.

Nunber 2113

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON commented that the $3.9 mllion savings
fromthe elimnation of the "four-year-old kindergarten"” program
was incorporated in the budget that the House passed. Although
there is legislation that is noving to elimnate that program

the House budget already includes that noney in education
funding, but under a different section, so the subcommittee is
proposing that those funds be noved over to the foundation
f or mul a.

VICE CHAIR GATTO asked for clarification that the LOGs were in
part, but not conpletely, based on ADM

MR JEANS said that the $23.3 mllion was distributed as a
straight head count; the additional $6 mllion that was
distributed outside the fornmula was distributed based on
adj usted ADM That is why there was no need to hold those
districts harmess for that $6 mllion.

Number 2168
MARY MARKS, Menber, Anchorage School Board, testified on CSHB

233(EDU) and answered questions from the conmttee. She told
the commttee that not only is she a nenber of the Anchorage
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School Board, but she is also a parent of four children in the

district. She said she is comng to the comrittee as a mnority
to tell nenbers that the LOGs are being used to close the
achi evenent gap. Native students barely achieve any kinds of

academ ¢ standards, she remarked, adding that that is a big
concern to her. The LOGs help students becone achievers through
the after-school prograns because the teachers work wth
students to help them believe in thenselves and give
accountability and wvalidation to them that they can Dbe
successful, all of which is very inportant to conmunities. She
told the conmttee that she is responsible for nearly 50,000
st udents. She said she took an oath and is here to speak on
behal f of these students.

M5. MARKS said she is fortunate enough to be in schools with her
ki ds and doing public service. So learning how to bal ance out
her life, culture, and survival tools is sonmething to pass on to
her students and children, though it is not an easy task. The
grant nmonies not only help with the after school prograns, but
the summer school progranms as well. She added that the m ssion
is to nmake sure students are reading by the tinme they are in
third grade. Wthout full funding plus nore, the district wll
not be able to attain the expectations of the NCLB Act. She
said that w thout these nonies she does not know what is being
said to the kids. She acknow edged that it is a hard task the
commttee is facing, and asked nenbers to weigh out all the
consequences and all the information brought before the
conmittee.

M5. MARKS said that if she can just reach eight nore students to

help them feel needed and connected to the school, it 1is
i nportant because not all students feel those things. She told
the commttee that the LOGs provided her with nore tools. She
said JOM (ph) and BIA (Bureau of Indian Affairs) nonies are not
enough to close the achievenent gap. She said she needs the
| egislature to help do that. The district has 92 different

| anguages, and the bilingual departnment and m grant education
departnment are working together to try to close the gaps. Wth
the NCLB Act, the district needs even nore assi stance.

TAPE 03-38, SIDE B
Number 2387

M5. MARKS said she shared with corporate |eaders that the
district needs their help. She said that if there is no way to
increase education funding, it |ooks Ilike a dysfunctiona
future
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REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL thanked Ms. Marks for her tine and oath.
He said as he understands from her testinony that she believes
the LOGs give higher focus to achi evenent gaps. He asked if she
sees the funds nore useful in LOGs.

MS5. MARKS responded that she sees it from "outside the box." If
she is to go out into the communities, it is another tool that
is avail abl e.

REPRESENTATI VE COGHI LL asked if she sees the LOGs as one of
t hose tool s.

M5. MARKS replied that she does see LOGs as a tool to bring the
comunities into the school and to find a way for them to be
involved in the education process. She said she gains nore
information that she can then disperse into the community.

REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL said it is his wunderstanding that the
LOGs are specifically targeted at the Quality Schools
Initiative. He asked, "Do you think if the LOGs are added to
the foundation fornmula that the local school districts would not
keep the sanme focus?"

M5. MARKS said she is sure they would [keep the same focus].
Nunber 2247

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON expl ained that one of the problens the
subconmttee had in developing a nethod to approach this -
whet her to keep them as separate LOGs or add themto the fornula
- is that local comunities are capped at nmatching 23 percent of
the noney in the formula, and noney that is outside the fornula
cannot be matched by local districts. So by rolling this noney
into the fornmula - basically $160 - it would allow the [ocal
districts to match about $40 to $50. It allows nore noney to
flow into education on a local l|evel, whereas if it is left
outside in the LOGs, the districts cannot nmatch the funds
because it is prohibited by federal law. He asked Ms. Marks if
she is saying she would rather have the $23.3 mllion |left
outside of the fornula as LOGs and not available for |[ocal
districts to match.

M5. MARKS said she is advocating for increased funding. She
said her goal is to close the achi evenent gap.
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VICE CHAIR GATTO offered that [the bill] does increase the
formul a sonewhat; however, the state is experiencing |ean years.
He asked Ms. Marks if she has any suggestions on where the state
woul d find that noney.

M5. MARKS said she would like to see nore noney funded for
educati on, but does not have a suggestion on where to get it.

Nunber 2137

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report CSHB 233(EDU) out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB 233(EDU was noved
from the House Health, Education and Social Services Standing
Commi ttee.

The conmittee took an at-ease from3:55 p.m to 4:25 p. m

HB 10- GROUP HEALTH | NSURANCE FOR PRI VATE GROUPS

Nunber 2113

VI CE CHAI R GATTO announced that the next order of business would
be HOUSE BILL NO. 10, "An Act anending the definition of group
health insurance, and allowi ng the Departnment of Adm nistration
to obtain a policy or policies of group health care insurance
for enpl oyers t hat are smal | busi nesses, nonprofit
or gani zati ons, speci al services or gani zati ons, or snal
associations for insurance purposes; and providing for an
effective date.”

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to adopt the proposed commttee
substitute (CS) for HB 10, Version 23-LS0030\X, Ford, 4/25/03
as a work draft. There being no objection, Version X was before
the commttee.

REPRESENTATIVE CISSNA noved to report CSHB 10(HES) out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB 10(HES) was
reported from the House Health, Education and Social Services
St andi ng Conmittee.

Nunber 1973
The commttee took an at-ease at 4:22 p.m in order to prepare
for Representative Cissna's report on the State Health Policy

nmeeting i n Chicago.
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REPORT ON STATE HEALTH POLICY MEETING IN CH CAGO BY
REPRESENTATI VE Cl SSNA

NOTE: The neeting was recorded but no | og notes were taken. A
copy of a separate tape for the Report on State Health Policy
meeting in Chicago by Representative C ssna, |abeled Tape 03-
38A, nmay be obtained by contacting the House Records Ofice at
State Capitol, Room 3, Juneau, Al aska 99801 (nmiling address),
(907) 465-2214, and after adjournnment of the second session of
the Twenty-Third Alaska State Legislature this information may
be obtained by contacting the Legislative Reference Library at
(907) 465-3808.

ADJ OQURNVENT
There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Heal t h, Education and Social Services Standing Committee neeting
was adj ourned at an unspecified tine.
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