ALASKA STATE LEG SLATURE
HOUSE HEALTH, EDUCATI ON AND SCCI AL SERVI CES
STANDI NG COW TTEE
March 11, 2003
3:00 p.m

VEMBERS PRESENT

Representati ve Peggy Wl son, Chair
Representative Carl Gatto, Vice Chair
Representative Cheryll Heinze
Represent ati ve Paul Seaton
Representative Kelly Wl f
Representative Sharon Ci ssna
Representative Mary Kapsner

MEMBERS ABSENT
Al'l nmenbers present
COW TTEE CALENDAR

HOUSE BI LL NO. 135
"An Act relating to marital and fam |y therapists.”

- MOVED CSHB 135(HES) OUT OF COWM TTEE
HOUSE JO NT RESOLUTI ON NO. 13
Urging adoption of the Alaska recommendations for inplenmenting
the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.

- MOVED CSHIR 13(HES) OQUT OF COW TTEE

HEARING ON THE REOCRGANI ZATION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH &
SOCI AL SERVI CES

- HEARD [See 3:35 p.m mnutes for this date]
PREVI QUS ACTI ON
BILL: HB 135

SHORT TI TLE: MARI TAL & FAM LY THERAPI STS
SPONSOR(S) :  REPRESENTATI VE( S) W LSON

Jrn-Date Jrn- Page Action
02/ 26/ 03 0307 (H READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS
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02/ 26/ 03 0307 (H L&C, HES
03/ 05/ 03 (H L&C AT 3:15 PM CAPI TOL 17
03/ 05/ 03 (H Moved Qut of Conmittee
M NUTE( L&C)
03/07/03 0464 (H L&C RPT 5DP 1AM
03/07/03 0464 (H DP: GATTO CRAWFCORD,
DAHLSTROM
03/07/03 0464 (H ROKEBERG, ANDERSON;, AM LYNN
03/07/03 0464 (H) FN1: ZERQ( CED)
03/07/03 0464 (H) REFERRED TO HES
03/11/03 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

BILL: HIJR 13
SHORT TI TLE: FEDERAL EDUCATI ON LAW OF 2001
SPONSOR( S):  EDUCATI ON

Jrn-Date Jr n- Page Action

03/ 05/ 03 0415 (H) READ THE FI RST TI ME -
REFERRALS

03/05/03 0415 (H) HES

03/ 05/ 03 0415 (H) REFERRED TO HES

03/11/03 (H HES AT 3: 00 PM CAPI TOL 106

W TNESS REG STER

LARRY HOLMAN, Chair

Board of Marital and Fami |y Therapy

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified via teleconference in support of
HB 135 and answered questions fromthe nenbers.

SUSAN ARTH, Division President

Al aska Association for Marriage and Fam |y Therapy

Anchor age, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in via tel econference support of
HB 135 and answered questions fromthe nenbers.

Bl LL PLATTE, Licensed Marital and Fam |y Therapi st

Menber, Board of Marital and Fam |y Therapy

Juneau, Al aska

POSI TI ON STATEMENT: Testified in support of HB 135 and answered
guestions fromthe nenbers.

MARY FRANCI S, Ph.D., Executive Director
Al aska Council of School Adm nistrators
Juneau, Al aska
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POSI TI ON STATEMENT:  Testified in support of HIR 13 on behal f of
the Al aska Council of School Adm ni strators.

ACTI ON NARRATI VE

TAPE 03-23, SIDE A
Nunmber 0001

CHAI R PEGGY WLSON call ed the House Health, Education and Soci al
Services Standing Commttee neeting to order at [3:00 p.m].
Representatives WIlson, Gatto, Wl f, and Seaton were present at
the call to order. Represent ati ves Heinze, Cissna, and Kapsner
arrived as the neeting was in progress.

HB 135- MARI TAL & FAM LY THERAPI STS

CHAI R W LSON announced that the first order of business would be
HOUSE BILL NO 135, "An Act relating to marital and famly
t her api sts.”

CHAIR WLSON passed the gavel to Vice Chair Gatto so that she
coul d present HB 135.

Number 0072

CHAIR WLSON, sponsor of HB 135, infornmed the conmttee that HB
135 was requested by the Al aska Association for Marriage and
Fam |y Therapy. The Board of Marital and Famly Therapy has
been in place for 10 years. She expl ained that the board wants
to update its statutory |anguage, and therefore it conducted a
nati onwi de study to determ ne what changes need to be nade to
bring Alaska's marital and famly therapists up to national
standards. Most of HB 135 is housekeeping, although a few areas
i ncl ude substantial changes. Chair WIlson then provided the
foll ow ng sectional analysis.

CHAIR WLSON explained that Section 1 adds the Board of Marital
and Family Therapy to the list of boards that are able to
receive state contracts for treatnent, which is of particular
i nportance for the | ess popul ated areas of the state.

Number 0193
CHAIR WLSON said Section 2 specifies that the board may order a

marital and famly therapist to submt to exam nations in order
to determne if the therapist is capable of safe practices. The
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af orenenti oned usually takes place if there has been a conpl aint
and probabl e cause exi sts.

CHAIR WLSON continued wth Section 3, which changes the tine
requirenent for licensure from three years to 1,500 working
hours, including one-on-one counseling.

CHAIR WLSON explained that Section 4 makes exceptions to the
confidentiality rule when there is a threat of physical harmto
an identified victimor when there is a disclosure by a |licensed
health care professional |eading to a belief that the therapi st
is acting in an unethical manner. The |anguage change [in
Section 4] is standard |anguage in the statutes pertaining to
soci al workers and psychiatrists.

CHAIR WLSON told the nenbers that Section 5, which includes a
substanti al change, prohibits sexual m sconduct between a client
and therapist for tw years after the last treatnent, which is
standard statutory |anguage for health care professionals in
Al aska. For social workers, there can be no sexual contact with
aclient for a lifetine.

Nunmber 0337

CHAIR WLSON continued wth Section 6, which allows for
suspension of the license if +the examnation discussed in
Section 2 is refused.

CHAIR WLSON said Section 7 requires that famly and marital
therapists disclose working information, such as fees and
exceptions to confidentiality.

CHAIR WLSON told the nenbers that the |ast section, Section 8,
specifies that those wthout proper training cannot act as
marital and famly therapists.

CHAIR WLSON directed attention to Section 7 on page 5, line 8.
She informed the commttee that during the hearing [March 5,
2003, House Labor and Commer ce St andi ng Comm ttee]
Representative Gatto questioned whether any famly therapist
could disclose working information or whether it had to be a
| icensed fam |y therapist.

Number 0426

VICE CHAIR GATTO nobved to adopt an anendnent that would delete
"for marital and famly therapy services" on page 5, lines 9-10,
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and that wuld insert "by a Ilicensed marital and famly
t her api st".

Nunmber 0495

LARRY HOLMAN, Chair, Board of Marital and Famly Therapy,
testified in support of HB 135 and answered questions from the
menbers. He asked the nenbers to |ook at paragraph (6) of
Section 4 on page 4. He explained that if a client reports to
the Board of Marital and Famly Therapy that a nental health
practitioner has done sonething unethical and unlawful, the
board woul d be able to report the conduct to the licensing board
wi thout being liable for violating the confidentiality |aw by
which [the Board of Marital and Fam |y Therapy] is bound.

MR. HOLMAN explained that HB 135 cane about as a result of a
col | aboration between the regulatory board and the Al aska
Association for Marriage and Fam |y Therapy. The board backs HB
135 because it provides better protection for the public and
brings the Board of Marital and Famly Therapy up to the sane
standards as other nental health boards in state and nationally

as well. M. Holnman pointed out that sone of the standards are
crucial due to the associated potential for harm particularly
in the area of sexual m sconduct. M. Hol man concluded by

sayi ng the board and the associ ati on support HB 135.

VICE CHAIR GATTO asked if M. Holman felt that disallow ng
sexual contact between a therapist and a client for tw years
woul d be sufficient tine.

MR. HOLMAN replied that he believes two years is sufficient.
Number 0735

SUSAN ARTH, Division President, Al aska Association for Marriage
and Fam |y Therapy, testified in support of HB 135. She told
t he committee t he associ ation strongly supports this
| egislation, which wuld bring professionals into clearer
conpliance with other states' ethical standards.

Number 0800
REPRESENTATI VE SEATON renewed Vice Chair Gatto's notion to adopt
an amendnent on page 5, lines 9-10. There being no objection

it was so ordered.

Nunmber 0838
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BILL PLATTE, Licensed Marital and Famly Therapist; Menber,
Board of Marital and Fam |y Therapy, testified in support of HB
135 and offered to answer questions fromthe commttee.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON said the conmttee was just dealing with a
bill which adds clergy to the categories that are required to
report child abuse, neglect, and sexual m sconduct. He said
that on page 3 of this bill it refers only to reporting of
physical harm to intended victins. He asked if marital and
famly therapists are required to report cases of child abuse.

MR. PLATTE replied yes.

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON commented that child abuse nust be covered
under anot her st at ute.

MR. PLATTE responded that is correct.

VICE CHAIR GATTO asked if there is anyone who is not required to
report child abuse.

MR. PLATTE responded that he did not believe so. He said he
bel i eves everyone has to report child abuse. He noted that in
sonme countries even a fellow citizen is obligated to report
child abuse.

VI CE CHAIR GATTO announced for the record that Representatives
C ssna and Hei nze have joined the neeting.

Number 0979

REPRESENTATI VE SEATON noved to report HB 135, as anended, out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
zero fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHB 135(HES) was
reported from the House Health, Education and Social Services
Standi ng Conm ttee.

[Vice Chair Gatto returned the gavel to Chair WIson.]

HIR 13- FEDERAL EDUCATI ON LAW OF 2001

CHAI R WLSON announced that the next order of business would be
HOUSE JO NT RESCLUTION NO 13, Urging adoption of the Al aska
recommendations for inplenenting the No Child Left Behind Act of
2001.

Number 1044
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REPRESENTATI VE GATTO speaking as the chair of the House Specia
Commttee on Education, the sponsor of HIR 13, read the
foll owi ng statenent:

W urge adoption of the Alaska recomendations for
inplenmenting the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001.
The No Child Left Behind Act [NCLB Act] is a mammoth
pi ece of federal legislation the inplications of which
enconpass nearly every facet of the educational system
in the state of Al aska. The inplenentation of the
NCLB Act is a daunting task for every state; however,
it is vital that the federal Departnent of Education
recogni ze the true uni queness of Al aska.

The Al aska Departnent of Education and Early
Devel opnent have been working on Al aska's application
for two years and have submtted a proposal for peer

revi ew. It is inportant that Alaska be allowed to
develop a plan which works well in this extrenely
| arge and diverse state that we live in. | ask your

support of HIR 13, which urges pronpt approval of the
Al aska consolidated state application accountability
wor kbook so that the children of Al aska may experience
the full benefits that the No Child Left Behind Act
prom ses for each and every child.

Nunber 1116

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER began discussion of Anmendnent 1, and
directed the commttee's attention to page 2, lines 11-14. She
inquired as to why the exanple uses the North Slope Borough
School District. She expressed the desire to refrain from
pointing to one school district. Therefore, she suggested
del eting |anguage beginning on page 2, lines 11-14, Start
del eting |anguage beginning with "; for exanple,”™ and continue
to the end of line 14 where it ends with a ";", she suggested.

CHAIR WLSON suggested just deleting the nanme of the school
district. She said she believes the reason the aforenentioned
| anguage was included was to prove that Alaska is truly unique.

REPRESENTATI VE KAPSNER said she see Chair WIlson's point and
agreed to the deletion of the nane of the school district.

The commttee took a brief at-ease from3:18 p.m to 3:20 p. m
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Nunber 1225

CHAIR WLSON noved that the commttee adopt the following as
Amendnent  1:

Page 2, line 11
Del ete "the North Sl ope Borough School "
| nsert "one"

Page 2, line 13
Delete "t he"
| nsert "this"

Page 2, line 14
Del ete "North S| ope”
| nsert "school district"

There bei ng no objection, Amendnent 1 was adopt ed.

Number 1285

MARY FRANCIS, Ph.D., Executive Drector, Al aska Council of
School Adm nistrators, began by informng the commttee that she

represents all of the superintendents, school principals, and
business officials in the state. Dr. Francis said she believes

HIR 13 1is an excellent resolution. She noted that the
departnment has submitted the concerns the State of Al aska has
with regard to the inplementation of the federal |[|aw. She

pointed out that the federal legislation is difficult for nore
than just the rural and renote districts. For exanple, she told
the commttee that the previous president of the State Board of
Education [and Early Developnent] is a longtine teacher, 30-35
years, in the Fairbanks School D strict, and under the new
guidelines she would not be considered a highly qualified
teacher, even though she has been recognized as one of the
finest teachers in the state. Dr. Francis noted the Al aska
Council of School Admnistrators supports of HIR 13, and she
urged its passage.

Nunber 1377

REPRESENTATI VE HEI NZE noved to report HIR 13, as anended, out of
commttee with individual recomendations and the acconpanying
fiscal notes. There being no objection, CSHIR 13(HES) was
reported from the House Health, Education and Social Services
Standi ng Conm ttee.
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ADJ OQURNMVENT

The commttee took a brief at-ease at approximately 3:25 p.m in
order for the conmttee to prepare for the hearing on the
reorgani zation of the Departnent of Health & Social Services.
[For the hearing on the reorganization of the Departnent of

Health & Social Services, see the 3:35 p.m mnutes for this
date. ]
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