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Representative Cheryll Heinze
Representati ve Dan Ogg

Represent ati ve Ral ph Sanuel s
Representative Les Gara

Representative David CGuttenberg
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COW TTEE CALENDAR

OVERVI EW  ADF&G DI VI SI ON OF COMMERCI AL FI SHERI ES
TAPES

04-1, SIDE(S) A & B

CHAIR PAUL SEATON convened the neeting of the House Speci al
Committee on Fisheries at 8:30 a.m Represent ati ves Seaton,
Wl son, Heinze, (Ogg, Sanuels, Cuttenberg, and Gara were present
at the call to order.

SUMVARY OF | NFORVATI ON

DOUG MECUM Director, Dvision of Conmmercial Fisheries (DCF),
Al aska Departnent of Fish and Gane (ADF&G, gave a general
overview of the 2003 salnon season including highlights and
probl em areas. He discussed ADF&G s ability/success to nanage
Wi t hin escapenent goals, and problem areas in 2003. He provided
an overview of the state's harvesting capacity, focusing on pink
sal non.

MR. MECUM di scussed the issue of Prince WIIliam Sound hatchery
cost-recovery contracts' obstructing the managenent and full
utilization of common property resources. He also discussed the
related issues of roe stripping and carcass dunping. Next he
hi ghl i ght ed Sout heast Al aska, addressing the over-escapenent and
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underutilization issues. He continued with the highlights of
the 2003 sal non season and offered the prelimnary forecasts for
the 2004 salnon season, delineated by area and species. He
showed graphics depicting the historic ex-vessel value and
harvest levels in the Al aska sal non industry.

MR. MECUM continued with an explanation of the 2003 pink sal non
over - escapenent estimates by region. He showed that there was
sonme significant over-escapenent, especially in Prince WIIliam
Sound, but noted that statewide over-escapenent was not
historically extrene. Di scussing sal non processor capacity in
2003, he explained that ADF&G s 2003 processor capacity survey
showed that there was enough capacity to accomobdate the

[ departnent's] 2003 salnon return projections. However, | arger
than expected returns did result in the wunderutilization of
salnon resources due to inadequate processor capacity.

M. Mecum explained that the 2003 processor capacity survey
results were a factor in the governor's determnation to not
admt foreign processors.

MR. MECUM al so addressed the history and nanagenent of sal non
hat chery progranms in Al aska. He explained that the departnent
has only recently nmet total production targets and that the
common property/cost-recovery ratio was also very close to
managenent goal s. He discussed the economcs of producing
hat chery pink salnon with respect to decreased market prices and
i ncreasi ng gl obal supplies.

[Witten testinony in response to the conmttee discussion
surroundi ng the Val dez pink sal non managenent issue was received
from Val dez Fi sheri es Devel opnent Associ ati on I nc. on
February 18, 2004.]

ANNOUNCEMENTS

There were no announcenents.

COW TTEE ACTI ON

The comm ttee took no action.

ADJ QURNVENT

There being no further business before the commttee, the House

Speci al Commttee on Fisheries neeting was adjourned at
9:53 a.m
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NOTE: The neeting was recorded and handwitten |log notes were
t aken. A copy of the tape(s) and |log notes may be obtained by
contacting the House Records Ofice at State Capitol, Room 3,
Juneau, Alaska 99801 (nmailing address), (907) 465-2214, and
after adjournment of the second session of the Twenty-Third
Al aska State Legislature this information may be obtained by
contacting the Legislative Reference Library at (907) 465-3808.
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